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Academic Enrichment and Leadership
Program at the University of Illinois
and has partnered with leaders at
Lewis and Clark Community College to
create the Mannie Jackson Center for
the Humanities.

I have had the privilege of meeting
Mannie on multiple occasions and have
nothing but admiration and respect for
what he does to help others. It is an
honor to congratulate him on his in-
duction to the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame, but I am even more
proud to recognize all of the contribu-
tions he has made to this world.

—————

21ST CENTURY CIVILIAN
CONSERVATION CORPS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today is
Arbor Day, and I rise to reintroduce
my bill, the 21st Century Civilian Con-
servation Corps Act.

In drafting this bill, I was inspired by
the CCC Act first established by Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt in 1933 as part
of his New Deal. This historic initia-
tive generated more than 3 million
jobs, especially for America’s young
people, and inspired a widespread ap-
preciation of America’s wealth of nat-
ural resources and our responsibility as
stewards of these assets.

Through current Federal programs
like the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative and other conservation and res-
toration investments, Americans are
once again connecting the dots be-
tween clean water, clean land, clean
air, and thriving regional ecosystems
and economies.

With recent attacks on programs
that help our Great Lakes, we should
remember we don’t have to choose be-
tween protecting our environment and
natural treasures and creating jobs. We
can do both at the same time.

Just Ohio and Michigan, alone, need
20 million new trees planted to make
up for the devastation that the emerald
ash borer and Asian longhorned beetle
have done to our forest populations.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill and its goal of putting young peo-
ple to work across our country that
will prosper our Nation and steward its
resources forward. I am confident the
young people of America will welcome
this challenge.

————
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Autism Aware-
ness Month and the more than 3.5 mil-
lion Americans currently living with
an autism spectrum disorder.

Today it is estimated that 1 in 68
people will be born with autism. There
has been a significant increase in the
number of people born with autism in
just a decade.
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With an increase in diagnoses of
Americans with autism spectrum, it is
important that we expand research and
provide adequate resources for people
on the spectrum. By increasing aware-
ness, we seek to support the numerous
families along with millions of individ-
uals managing an autism disorder.

The earlier autism can be diagnosed
and treated, the better chance that
person has to pursue an independent
and productive life. Thus, it is crucial
that our early childcare programs, and
especially our schools, have the knowl-
edge, resources, and ability to provide
assistance to those with autism.

I also wish to acknowledge my friend
and former constituent, Vincent
McLaughlin, who serves as an inspira-
tion for autism awareness. Vincent,
like many Americans with autism, is
an active and devoted member of his
local community and proudly serves as
a member of his local volunteer fire de-
partment. For years, Vincent has
sought to increase awareness for au-
tism and to serve as an example of just
how beneficial early treatment can be.

Autism should not be a barrier to
preventing Americans from achieving
success and pursuing happiness. It is to
that goal that I stand here today to
recognize all Americans with an au-
tism disorder, and I am proud to ac-
knowledge April as Autism Awareness
Month.

——————

PROTECT EVERY COASTAL
COMMUNITY IN OUR NATION

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
because I am deeply troubled by the
Trump administration’s executive
order expected to be signed today that
will potentially expand offshore oil
drilling in the Pacific, Atlantic, and
Arctic Oceans. My district, the central
coast, knows all too well the havoc
wreaked from gas and oil platforms off
our coasts. We cannot afford another
disastrous oil spill.

California’s coastal region generates
over $1.9 trillion per year in GDP. This
order poses a direct threat to our local
tourism economies and the success of
local businesses, which are undeniably
tied to a clean coast and healthy,
thriving ocean ecosystem.

It is crucial for Congress to pass my
bill, H.R. 731, the California Clean
Coast Act, to permanently ban drilling
off California’s coast and to take fur-
ther action to protect every coastal
community across our Nation.

———

42ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE END
OF THE VIETNAM WAR

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this
Sunday, April 30, will be the 42nd year
of the conclusion of the Vietnam war.
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The conflict started between Com-
munist-backed North Vietnam and the
U.S.-supported Government of South
Vietnam in November 1955 and went on
for another 20 years.

While the motives and justification
of the war were seen as controversial
to many, what needs to be recognized
is the service demonstrated by our
brave men and women who risked their
lives to do their duty asked of them.
Many of them made the ultimate sac-
rifice. For that sacrifice, our Nation is
eternally grateful.

Of the nearly 3 million Americans
who served in Vietnam, 58,220 laid
down their lives in that service. We can
find their names forever enshrined
right down the road here in Wash-
ington, D.C., at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Wall.

Oftentimes, those who did return
were not treated well or properly wel-
comed home for having served in a war
they did not create or ask for. Finally,
and thankfully, that welcoming has
improved for our Vietnam veterans in
recent years as we honor their service.
Much still needs to be done in regard to
the effects of Agent Orange and other
health issues.

Of the 75 living Medal of Honor re-
cipients, 52 earned their medal in Viet-
nam. In total, there were a staggering
260 soldiers awarded the Medal of
Honor for heroic acts in the Vietnam
war.

As we commemorate the 42nd year of
the fall of Saigon and the dissatisfac-
tory ending of the war in Vietnam this
Sunday, we must be thankful for the
millions who served in what seemed a
thankless role then, who risked their
lives in battle for freedom, and for the
many still missing or those who did
not make it back alive.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY MATA ON
HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
first want to rise and salute a very spe-
cial friend of mine, Johnny Mata, on
his 80th birthday.

Longtime Houston activist and lead-
ing founder of the Greater Houston Co-
alition for Justice, Johnny, we love
you because you have been a fighter for
justice all of your life. I look forward
to coming home and celebrating you,
not only as a fighter for justice, but a
great American, and certainly one who
served in the United States Army.

I know that Johnny would not mind
me making mention of the fact that, in
the 100 days that this President has
served, not only has he not provided
any service to the American people in
terms of providing for their comfort,
but today he will celebrate his 100 days
by going and speaking before the Na-
tional Rifle Association, where over 80
percent of those members believe in re-
sponsible gun safety, but not one word
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