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the most beautiful and bountiful dis-
tricts in our Nation. With its many and 
diverse crops, it is the salad bowl of the 
world. Now, I know it is on the coast of 
California, but if you drive 1 or 2 miles 
east, you will be in rural America. 

I understand a majority of rural 
Americans voted for Donald Trump. It 
has been 100 days now, and all they 
have received is broken promises with 
an intended laceration of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture budget by 21 per-
cent and a lack of respect and a limited 
appreciation for what the men and 
women do in rural America. 

We ask the President to stop his lip 
service and start giving public service 
to rural America with investments in 
infrastructure, research and develop-
ment, and, yes, immigration reform. It 
is time to stop the rhetoric and start 
recognizing that people who come here 
who work in agriculture contribute not 
just to our economy but to our coun-
try. 

Mr. President, all we ask is that you 
do what people in rural America do 
every single day. They get up, they 
work hard, they are stewards of the 
land, they provide security for our food 
and for our families, and they serve not 
just their communities, they serve our 
country. 

f 

BLACK APRIL AND THE FALL OF 
SAIGON 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, this 
Sunday, April 30, marks 42 years since 
the fall of Saigon, commemorated as 
Black April in Vietnamese-American 
communities across the United States. 

Along with Congresswoman LOFGREN, 
Congressman CORREA, and other col-
leagues, I introduced a resolution in re-
membrance of this event, recognizing 
the service of U.S. Armed Forces and 
South Vietnamese forces, and honoring 
the contributions and sacrifices of Vi-
etnamese Americans. 

This community, started by refugees, 
has prospered and thrived, giving so 
much back to this country. They con-
tinue to fight tirelessly for the basic 
human rights of people in Vietnam. I 
will continue to be a voice for Viet-
namese Americans in Congress and for 
the rights of the people of Vietnam. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GARRETT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, so many say TGIF. My late moth-
er passed away in 1991, but she said 
TGIF one time, and the lady responded, 
S-H-I-T, and mother looked shocked. 
She said: ‘‘Sorry, honey, it’s Thurs-
day.’’ But this is not Thursday, it is 

Friday, and I really hoped we would be 
voting on a bill that wouldn’t totally 
repeal ObamaCare, but it would give 
people a great deal of relief. 

I know with all the talk from the 
other side of the aisle about how great 
ObamaCare is, when we look at the 
numbers, we know that promise after 
promise was broken in the passage of 
the ACA, or ObamaCare. People lost 
their insurance, they lost the medica-
tions that they were eligible to have 
under their prior insurance, they lost 
their doctor, and they lost their treat-
ment facility. That does take a toll on 
people’s lives. 

There was bragging about the people 
that now had insurance that didn’t 
have it before. But we know it was 
clear, most of that was people that got 
stuck on Medicaid. It wasn’t real insur-
ance. As we look at the evolution of 
health care in America, we see that in-
surance has changed to where it is no 
longer insurance. 

Right now in America, people who 
are actually medical doctors are some 
of the best and brightest that America 
has ever produced. But as an old his-
tory major and someone who continues 
to read and learn from history every 
week, it is worth noting that there 
have been strides made in health care 
and in medicine in the last 100 years 
that are unparalleled in the entire his-
tory of mankind. 

There was a book called ‘‘The Five 
Thousand Year Leap.’’ I don’t want to 
do it an injustice, but basically it 
points out that when settlers came to 
North America, not the immigrants 
that came perhaps from Russia who 
then later were referred to as Native 
Americans, but immigrants coming 
from Europe, the English, and even 
from Norway, during those years, they 
came in boats that were not powered 
other than by sail or by arm strength. 
Mankind had not made a lot of 
progress over 5,000 recorded years of 
history. If you looked at the imple-
ments that were used in farming when 
settlers in the 15th, 16th, and 17th cen-
turies came to North America, there 
really had not been any great develop-
ments in production of food and in 
farming tools over the thousands of 
years that mankind had existed. 

Yet I think largely because the 
Founders of the United States of Amer-
ica recognized the importance of inge-
nuity and rewarding not only hard 
work but intellectual developments 
and processes—in fact, in the Constitu-
tion, the Founders had the incredible 
foresight to provide for something 
called copyrights or patents because 
they wanted to protect intellectual 
property. They felt that if we protect 
and reward intellectual property, then 
it will encourage people to develop new 
ideas and find new and better ways. 
Within the last 100 years, we have 
made much more than a 5,000-year 
leap, and that is also certainly true in 
health care in the realm of medicine. 

I don’t think it is just pride in Amer-
ica. I think anyone objectively will 

have to note that if not for the Presi-
dents of the United States of America 
and the medical breakthroughs in the 
United States of America and the con-
tributions of medicine in the United 
States, we would not be where we are 
now with so much potential to cure 
diseases, to prevent diseases, to im-
prove quality of life, and to elongate 
people’s years on the Earth. 

Some medical historians would say it 
was around 100 years ago that for the 
first time—some believe in the entire 
history of the mankind, recorded or 
otherwise—that for the first time, 
about 100 years ago, a person had a bet-
ter chance of being healed or getting 
well after seeing a doctor than they 
had of getting sicker. It is extraor-
dinary to think that for the thousands 
of years of man’s existence it is only in 
the last 100 years that physicians actu-
ally were able to have a better chance 
of healing than harming. 

We saw an old Saturday Night Live 
skit that played out where the barber 
was often also the doctor because he 
had sharp instruments to cut with. But 
even going back 200 years to 1799, just 
over 200 years, George Washington got 
ill. He had been out in the land that he 
loved there at Mount Vernon, just 
southwest of here, a place that he 
longed to be all during the Revolution. 
For the 8 years he served as the com-
mander to the Revolutionary forces, all 
of those days, nights, and weekends, he 
longed to be back at Mount Vernon. 
But for the good of his country, he 
stayed with his troops. 

There were entries in journals and 
letters from people who served under 
him and were stationed at Valley 
Forge: Why, even though they weren’t 
fighting? Because Washington knew if 
he let the men go home, there was a 
good chance they wouldn’t come back. 
If they didn’t come back, then the Rev-
olution was going to be over, and all of 
those who had participated would be 
killed by the British forces. So he 
stayed with the troops. He often al-
lowed the officers to take leave and go 
home at night or on a weekend per-
haps, but he stayed with the troops. 

After the war was won, he went back 
to Mount Vernon. He thought he was 
done. He had served his country and 
done what no one else had ever done in 
history. Although Cincinnatus did an 
incredibly selfless thing, it still wasn’t 
to the level of selflessness of George 
Washington. When he thought he was 
done in 1787, here came leaders begging 
him to come back and lead the Con-
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia 
because, as they eventually made clear 
to Washington, if he did not come back 
and reside, all would be lost. All those 
who fought during the Revolution 
would have fought for nothing: it 
would all go away, and the British 
would be back in charge. There would 
be chaos. 

b 1215 
So he agrees to come back. Then an 

incredible thing happened at the Con-
stitutional Convention. After they 
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