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and even internationally. One such initiative 
for better care was creating one of the first 
case management service systems for older 
adults in the United States in the early 1970s. 
After her retirement, I’ve watched PCOA thrive 
in the Tucson community, being a staple in 
the community for my constituents and many 
others across the county. They have contin-
ued as the leading force behind services that 
support older adults in living with dignity and 
independence in Tucson and throughout Pima 
County. 

Thank you for continuing to be a voice for 
change in our community. I look forward to 
working with PCOA in the future to advocate 
on behalf of older people in southern Arizona. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SAMUEL 
KOVALESKI ON HIS OFFER OF 
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Samuel Kovaleski of Findlay, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, 
New York. 

Sam’s offer of appointment permits him to 
attend the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy this fall with the incoming Class of 
2021. Attending one of our nation’s military 
academies not only offers the opportunity to 
serve our country, but also guarantees a 
world-class education while undertaking one of 
the most challenging and rewarding experi-
ences of their lives. 

Sam brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming 

Class of 2021. While attending Findlay High 
School in Findlay, Ohio, Sam was a member 
of the Distinguished Honor Roll and student 
athletic leadership team. 

Throughout high school, Sam participated in 
football, basketball, and track, serving as co- 
captain of the football team his senior year. I 
am confident that Sam will carry the lessons 
of his student and athletic leadership to the 
Merchant Marine Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Samuel Kovaleski on the 
offer of his appointment to the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy. Our service acad-
emies offer the finest military training and edu-
cation available. I am positive that Sam will 
excel during his career at the Merchant Marine 
Academy, and I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending their best wishes to him as he 
begins his service to our Nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-

terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to four 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: Marieme Foote from Ithaca College; 
Naomi Mulugeta from Texas Tech University; 
Mitch Kuhlman, from American University; and 
Alexandria Johnson from the Madeira School. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 
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