May 3, 2017

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana’s Fifth
Congressional District, | would like to con-
gratulate the Hamilton County Parks and
Recreation Department on the celebration of
its 50th Anniversary. | am proud that our Hoo-
sier state is home to an exemplary department
such as this one. | wish the Hamilton County
Parks and Recreation Department all the best
as it embarks on its next 50 years of excel-
lence in Indiana.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN A. OBEE
FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED LEGAL
CAREER ON THE DAY OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John A. Obee, an attorney who has
effectively served the State of Michigan for
nearly 40 years, on the day of his retirement.
Mr. Obee has had a distinguished career uti-
lizing his legal expertise on behalf of his cli-
ents and during his time in public service with
the State of Michigan.

After graduating from Wayne State Univer-
sity Law School in 1978, Mr. Obee began his
legal career as a judicial law clerk with Justice
Blair Moody, Jr. of the Michigan Supreme
Court. He then served as an Assistant United
States Attorney with the U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District until 1982, after which he en-
tered private practice. Mr. Obee’s work has fo-
cused primarily on real estate litigation, includ-
ing serving as an arbitrator for construction
and labor matters. In addition, Mr. Obee has
worked extensively on fair housing issues in
Michigan and has served as a Hearing Ref-
eree for the Michigan Department on Civil
Rights. He also has utilized his legal experi-
ence as an Adjunct Law Professor at Michigan
State University and the University of Detroit
Law School, where he taught classes on
housing discrimination law.

Mr. Obee has had an outstanding career as
a lawyer and advocate for fair housing. He
has received numerous accolades for his tire-
less advocacy on behalf of his clients, includ-
ing the Fair Housing Center of Metropolitan
Detroit's Fair Housing Leadership Award for
his work on fair housing litigation. Additionally,
Mr. Obee has served on numerous labor pan-
els, including the Federal Mediation on Concil-
iation Service and the Michigan Employment
Relations Commission. Mr. Obee’s member-
ship on these panels, as well as his extensive
contributions to trade publications and schol-
arly journals, underscore his legal expertise as
well as his dedication to his clients.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring John A. Obee for his exceptional
career as an attorney. Mr. Obee has had an
outstanding legal career in public service and
working in private practice.
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WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY
ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition to H.R. 1180, the Working
Families Flexibility Act of 2017. This mis-
guided legislation would undermine nearly 80
years of federal employment law guaranteeing
overtime pay to employees who work more
than 40 hours in a week at a given job.

Income inequality in America has increased
dramatically over the last four decades while
the middle class continues to shrink. The aver-
age income for the top 0.01 percent of house-
holds grew 322 percent between 1980 and
2015, compared to a 0.03 percent increase for
the remaining 90 percent of households over
the same period of time. Rising household ex-
penses like childcare, healthcare, housing,
and education have made it even more dif-
ficult for families to climb the rungs of the eco-
nomic ladder, while approximately 47 million
Americans continue to live below the federal
poverty line, including over 15 million children.

Congress should focus on policies and leg-
islation that help middle- and low-income
households achieve economic mobility. In-
stead, H.R. 1180 would short-change hourly
workers by allowing private sector employers
to offer compensatory time off in place of
overtime pay. By weakening existing require-
ments for overtime pay, employers can
choose to offer overtime hours to employees
who agree to receive compensatory time,
while nothing in the bill guarantees that em-
ployees will be able to use their compensatory
time when they wish to. Although employers
are required to pay employees for any unused
compensatory time, they have up to thirteen
months to do so, and there are no protections
for workers if the employer declares bank-
ruptcy or permanently closes its doors.

At a time when the American Dream has
become more difficult to attain, it is more crit-
ical than ever for Congress to take action that
will make it easier for working parents to meet
their responsibilities both at home and at work.
These policies include increasing the federal
minimum wage; providing households with
paid sick and family leave; and ensuring work-
ers are guaranteed stable and predictable
work schedules.

| urge my colleagues to vote ‘No’ on H.R.
1180, the Working Families Flexibility Act of
2017.

———————

HIGH SCHOOL HEROES RESCUE
MAN FROM SUBMERGED CAR

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge two brave and honorable Carlyle
High School seniors from my district, Tyler
Guthrie and Tucker Johnson. The two stu-
dents showed compassion and great character
when they saved a man’s life after his car
flipped over into water on Saturday, April 22,
2017.

E593

The victim was pulling off of Old US 50 into
the Hatchery Park, trying to adjust his
Bluetooth set when he received a phone call.
Suddenly the man lost control of his Lexus,
which flipped over onto its roof in the water.
Luckily, driving behind the gentleman’s car
were Tyler and Tucker, and they immediately
sprang into action.

The two young men could hear the man’s
cries for help as they inspected the scene.
Johnson quickly called 911, while Guthrie
smashed in the rear window with a rock he
had picked up. Johnson then assisted the man
out of his overturned sinking car shortly before
an ambulance arrived on the scene.

| ask that we all join in honoring these two
good Samaritans and use their selfless act as
a reminder that we are all here to help one
another.

| stand today to salute Tyler Guthrie and
Tucker Johnson for their contributions to this
great society and to wish them the very best
in all of their future endeavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MS.
KORPELA’S 3RD GRADE CLASS

HON. DAVID A. TROTT

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the bright young artists in Ms.
Korpela’s 3rd grade class at Nijo-Iro Japanese
Immersion Elementary in Livonia, Michigan.

| know that artists get their start long before
high school and college, learning to expand
their imagination and foster their creativity in
classrooms just like Ms. Korpela’s.

In an effort to highlight young artists from
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District,
this year, | announced the Ist Annual “Color
my Capitol” Program.

Brimming with talent, Ms. Korpela’s students
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram.

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Korpela’s
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright
and promising future with these sharp young
minds leading the way.

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork
displayed in my Congressional district office in
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to
enjoy. Each and every time | walk into my of-
fice, | am reminded of their talent.

Congratulations to Ms. Korpela and the
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing.

———————

JERUSALEM DAY
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on May 14, 1948, the democratic State of
Israel was founded.

This week, 69 years later, we celebrate a vi-
brant, Jewish state located in the biblical
homeland
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