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Born in Belfast, County Antrim, Sean joined
the Irish republican movement at age 11. He
was arrested and imprisoned several times by
British security forces, starting at age 12, but
was never found guilty. In 1978, Amnesty
International cited Sean’s cause as one of the
five most serious cases of torture in Northern
Ireland. Following his release from prison, he
met and married Philomena Devine, and the
two immigrated to New York in 1983. Shortly
after relocating, Sean was detained at the be-
hest of the British government. As a Member
of Congress, | heard about Sean’s case, and
knew that if he were to be deported his life
would be at grave risk. | decided to get in-
volved on Sean’s behalf, and we soon be-
came fast friends. After our prolonged and
hard fought legal battle, the Mackin family won
a landmark decision. His wife and daughter
became the first Irish women to be granted
political asylum in the United States, and
Sean’s deportation order was denied as he
would go on to become an American citizen.
He has been very involved in the Irish peace
process and has worked with elected officials
in Washington D.C. promoting peace and jus-
tice in Northern Ireland.

Sean is also a cofounder and chairman of
the New York Irish Center known for its out-
standing services to the senior Irish generation
and suicide prevention assistance for the Irish
community. In 2014, Sean was honored by the
Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform for his
work on behalf of undocumented Irish.

Of course, Sean’s true love is his family. He
and Philomena have three children, Jenifer,
Sean Og and Ciaran, and four grandchildren,
Gavin, Tyan, Ella and Pierce. They all live in
Eastchester, NY.

This year, Sean will serve as Grand Marshal
for the EIASC’s 13th Annual Eastchester St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. | cannot think of a more
fitting Grand Marshal. Congratulations to my
friend Sean Mackin on receiving this wonderful
honor.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF AMEDEO
“ARMIE” MEROLLA

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and memory of General Amedeo
“Armie” Merolla—a dedicated patriot, a pas-
sionate legal mind, a community leader in
Rhode Island, and someone who | was proud
to call a dear friend.

Armie Merolla was a man of service in
every aspect of his life. He spent much of his
time giving back to his community, serving his
state and his country with distinction.

Armie’s time in uniform began when he en-
listed in the United States Marine Corps while
still a student at Brown University. After grad-
uating in 1951, he enlisted in the Rhode Island
Army National Guard (RIARNG) and received
a direct commission as a First Lieutenant in
the Judge Advocate General Corps. His long
and distinguished military career included
posts in the Military Police, JAG, Field Artil-
lery, and Military Intelligence, during which he
earned numerous decorations, such as the Le-
gion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal,
and the Rhode Island Cross for Valor. Among
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his commissions with RIARNG, he served as
State Inspector General, State Staff Judge Ad-
vocate, Brigadier General, and Assistant Adju-
tant General and Deputy Commanding Gen-
eral—Army. In his retirement, he was ap-
pointed as Commander of the Rhode Island
State Defense Force and attained the hon-
orary rank of Major General in the Rhode lIs-
land Militia.

As an attorney, Armie experienced great
success and took on many roles after receiv-
ing his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1954.
At the time of his passing, he was a senior
managing partner at Merolla, Accetturo &
Lough, where he practiced alongside two of
his children, Katherine and Steven. He served
as Judge Advocate General and Assistant
Providence City Solicitor, and contributed his
legal expertise to the Rhode Island Secretary
of State, the Rhode lIsland Public Buildings
Authority, and the Director of the Rhode Island
Department of Administration. The Rhode Is-
land Supreme Court appointed him to the Al-
ternate Dispute Resolution Task Force, the
Rules of Evidence Committee, the Committee
for Admission to the Bar, and the Committee
on Clerkships. Armie also held leadership po-
sitions in several legal associations, including
the Rhode Island Trial Lawyers Association.

In his community, Armie demonstrated an
even deeper commitment to others. He was a
Chairman of the Warwick School Committee,
Chairman of the Warwick Bicentennial Com-
mittee, President of the Boys and Girls Clubs
of Warwick, trustee of his church, president of
the alumni association of his class at Brown,
Commodore and Perpetual Member of the
East Greenwich Yacht Club, and Co-Founder
of Warwick Figure Skaters. He also held lead-
ership positions in local chapters of the United
Way, the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic
Charities Fund, and John F. Kennedy’s 1960
presidential campaign.

Armie devoted himself to a large and loving
family, and is survived by his wife, Norma, his
brother, John, his four children, Katherine,
Julie, Sandra, and Steven, nine grandchildren,
four nieces, one nephew, and seven grand-
nieces and grandnephews.

It is an honor to remember Armie on the
Floor today, just as it was to consider him a
trusted friend and advisor. He made a dif-
ference, and he will truly be missed.

—

REMEMBERING STAFF SERGEANT
CHRISTOPHER W. SWANSON

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak about a very special event taking place
next week in my district.

Maryland’s Fifth District lost a number of
brave and extraordinary military personnel
since 2001 in Iraq and Afghanistan or in sup-
port of our operations there. One of them was
U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Christopher W.
Swanson of Rose Haven, in Anne Arundel
County, who fell in action on July 22, 20086, in
Irag’s Anbar Province. Staff Sergeant Swan-
son gave his life to save his fellow soldiers
when insurgents ambushed their patrol. He
had been serving there with the 2nd Battalion,
6th Infantry Regiment, 1st Armored Division.
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On Friday, May 12, family, friends, neigh-
bors, and state and local officials will gather in
Edgewater, Maryland, to rededicate the South
River Bridge in Staff Sergeant Swanson’s
memory, a moving tribute to a young man
from our area who lived by the highest ideals
of our country and made the ultimate sacrifice
under our nation’s flag. His parents, Kelly and
Gary Swanson, and his brother Kenny and his
family, will be on hand to witness the renam-
ing of the four-lane bridge, which connects
southern Anne Arundel County with the state
capital of Annapolis across the South River—
a major thoroughfare serving commuters and
commerce in the area. While so many in Rose
Haven and its surrounding communities have
known for years about what Staff Sergeant
Swanson did for our country, now thousands
of Marylanders will pass by the sign each day
bearing his name and noting his extraordinary
service and sacrifice. | hope they will take a
moment each time to remember him and all
those who were killed in action wearing our
nation’s uniform.

Staff Sergeant Swanson was proud of his
roots in Southern Maryland. He graduated
from Southern High School in 1999, where he
had been captain of its soccer team, and en-
listed that summer in the U.S. Army. It just
made sense to him to serve, particularly given
that both of his parents worked in law enforce-
ment. Throughout his youth, he had often vol-
unteered with the First Baptist Church in
Upper Marlboro to go on service missions to
Florida, Ohio, and West Virginia to help com-
munities in need. At school, he gave his time
to help out in the administrative office, and his
teachers and peers alike saw him as a natural
leader. It surprised no one at all that Staff Ser-
geant Swanson was on his third tour of duty
in Iraq when, after being injured by an impro-
vised explosive device, he insisted on going
back into combat with his fellow soldiers in-
stead of taking medical leave. As soon as his
wound was stitched and he was given permis-
sion, he was right back with his unit, on the
front lines.

It was less than two weeks later that Staff
Sergeant Swanson was killed in action. He
had served with distinction in Kosovo as an
Army paratrooper and was later among those
who participated in the initial stages of Oper-
ation Iragi Freedom. Now, he rests among he-
roes in Arlington National Cemetery. His par-
ents and brother launched a service organiza-
tion in his memory, the SSG Christopher W.
Swanson Support Charity for Veterans and
their Families, which, among other projects,
funds scholarships for the children of local fall-
en, wounded, or active duty soldiers to attend
summer camp.

| hope my colleagues will join me in remem-
bering Staff Sergeant Christopher W. Swan-
son, in thanking his Gold Star family for their
sacrifice and charity work in tribute to him, and
in paying tribute to all those from Maryland
and across the country who gave their lives in
service to our nation.

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS.
CHAMPE’S 3RD GRADE CLASS

HON. DAVID A. TROTT

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs.
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Champe’s 3rd grade class at Deerfield Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan.

| know that artists get their start long before
high school and college, learning to expand
their imagination and foster their creativity in
classrooms just like Mrs. Champe’s.

In an effort to highlight young artists from
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District,
this year, | announced the 1st Annual “Color
my Capitol” Program.

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Champe’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind
program.

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs.
Champe’s 3rd graders did not disappoint.
Their creations are unique, innovative, and
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies
our country’s bright and promising future with
these sharp young minds leading the way.

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork
displayed in my Congressional district office in
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to
enjoy. Each and every time | walk into my of-
fice, | am reminded of their talent.

Congratulations to Mrs. Champe and the
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing.

———
IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT

OF AUBURN UNIVERSITY PRESI-

DENT DR. JAY GOGUE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
retirement of Auburn University’s 18th Presi-
dent, Dr. Jay Gogue.

Jay was raised in Waycross, Georgia, and
earned bachelor's and master's degrees in
horticulture from Auburn University before
earning a doctorate in that field from Michigan
State University.

In July 2007, Dr. Gogue returned to Auburn
University to serve as the 18th president and
has worked tirelessly to improve the academic
strength of Auburn’s student body.

Under his leadership, Auburn is imple-
menting a strategic plan focused on enhancing
student success, supporting faculty excel-
lence, strengthening public engagement and
promoting research, scholarship and creative
work.

During his time as president, he has stayed
connected with the students in the classroom
and even teaches a graduate course in higher
education administration where students learn
university governance, leadership, budgeting
and more. He enthusiastically worked in part-
nership with local and state officials to recruit
new industry to the state of Alabama, creating
jobs and economic opportunity.

In 2013, Dr. Gogue was selected for the
Michigan State University Distinguished Alum-
ni Award. In 2012, he was inducted into the
Alabama Academy of Honor, a group of 100
Alabamians ‘“chosen for accomplishment or
service greatly benefiting or reflecting great
credit on the State.” He also held a 2012 ap-
pointment to the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security’s academic advisory council.

Other memberships include Phi Kappa Phi
and Golden Key honor societies, Sigma Xi sci-
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entific research society and the National Soci-
ety of Scabbard and Blade, the honorary mili-
tary society for all branches of service.

Dr. Gogue began his career at the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, where he worked for
12 years. Prior to returning to Auburn, he held
a number of academic and administrative po-
sitions, starting at Texas A&M University as an
assistant professor teaching and conducting
research in plant science. Dr. Gogue later
served as vice president for research and vice
president/vice provost for agriculture and nat-
ural resources at Clemson University and as
provost at Utah State University. He was se-
lected as president of New Mexico State Uni-
versity in 2000. In 2003, he was named presi-
dent of the University of Houston and chan-
cellor of the University of Houston System.

Jay and his wife, Susie, met in the 8th
grade and married while they were both un-
dergraduates at Auburn. They have three chil-
dren, one grandchild and two dogs. They are
remaining in the Auburn community and he
will continue teaching a course in higher edu-
cation leadership.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing my
friends, Jay and Susie, best wishes on retire-
ment. | thank him for his hard work and com-
mitment to Auburn University.

———

TRIBUTE TO MANUEL TROY
CORONADO

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge and honor the patriotic
service of Manuel Troy Coronado, who re-
cently retired from a distinguished career in
the Army National Guard.

Troy was born in San Antonio, Texas in
1962. The son of a career military officer, he
attended elementary school in Germany and
Panama, and graduated from Robert E. Lee
High School in San Antonio in 1980. He at-
tended the University of Maryland in Munich,
Germany and later graduated from Midwestern
State University in Wichita Falls, Texas.

In 1986, Troy enlisted in the U.S. Army and
shortly after gained acceptance into the
Army’s Officer Candidate School. He attended
the Armor Officer Basic Course in Fort Knox,
Kentucky and served a tour in Germany be-
fore taking time to pursue a civilian career, in-
cluding jobs as a teacher and guidance coun-
selor for troubled teens.

Drawn back to military service, Troy eventu-
ally reenlisted in the Army. Through his work,
he lived in several places in the United States,
including Arlington, Virginia; Houston, Texas;
and Fort Benning, Georgia. Troy was de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2006 to serve as an
embedded team trainer. Ultimately, Troy rose
to the rank of Branch Chief in the National
Guard Bureau’s SOUTHCOM Joint Staff.

Troy’s loving wife, Lisa, and their three
daughters, Raquel, Jaqueline, and Mindy,
have provided him with a great deal of support
throughout his various deployments and as-
signments.

I join my fellow Texans and all Americans in
thanking Troy for his years of admirable, self-
less service to our nation.
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RECOGNIZING JUDITH WILCOX

HON. MARK POCAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Judith Wilcox, an extraor-
dinary woman and great friend who dedicated
her career to helping others. Her compassion,
advocacy, knowledge, and dedication were on
full display throughout her extensive public
and community service. Judy was a role
model and mentor to so many of us in the
Dane County community. She improved nu-
merous lives in Dane County through her
work, which focused on expanding and pro-
viding housing opportunities and the services
needed to make those arrangements a suc-
cess.

Judy was an expert on affordable housing
and serving the needs of the homeless com-
munity, as well as an outspoken champion for
mental-health and housing for persons with
severe mental health needs. She was the first
woman elected to the Stoughton City Council
and sat on numerous boards, including the
Henry Vilas Zoo Commission and Journey
Mental Health Center. Judy’s community
awards and accolades included the YWCA
Women of Distinction and the Sterling Rose
Award for her work on housing for persons liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS and the Arcand Social
Justice Award for her pioneering work in af-
fordable housing over more than three dec-
ades.

| was fortunate enough to serve alongside
Judy on the Dane County Board, where she
represented parts of Madison’s Isthmus for 12
years. She spoke forcefully and eloquently on
these issues, when she chaired the Dane
County Housing Authority, the Stoughton
Housing Authority and the Dane County
Human Services Board. Judy also helped peo-
ple with disabilities and then people struggling
to find housing all over Wisconsin in her posi-
tions in state government. From her Peace
Corps service in Gambia to her passion as a
chef, she was truly a servant leader. Yet she
was also as good-humored, cheerful and
quick-witted as she was generous—Judy
never failed to make everyone around her
laugh, smile, and know they had a friend.

She passed away after a brief illness last
December at age 76 and we will gather to cel-
ebrate her life, legacy, and friendship this
month. | am certain there will be no shortage
of stories about her warmth, her laugh and her
fiery belief in fighting for those who have few
advocates and no voice.

Today, Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor
that | recognize the life and service of Judy
Wilcox, a colleague, a champion for justice
and equality, a mentor, and a true friend.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS.
DUTKIEWICZ’S 3RD GRADE CLASS

HON. DAVID A. TROTT

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs.
Dutkiewicz’s 3rd grade class at Deerfield Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan.
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