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worked out between Democratic lead-
ership and Republicans to keep the 
government open until October does 
not include funding for the President’s 
‘‘tremendous’’ border wall. But let’s 
put that in perspective. 

A border wall will not deport thou-
sands of people living and working in 
cities across the Nation or moms and 
dads in my neighborhood. A border 
wall will not deport anyone, and I seri-
ously doubt it would do any good keep-
ing anyone out, either. 

Building a 3,000-mile wall is a hugely 
expensive boondoggle to solve a policy 
problem many say we don’t have. Bor-
der apprehensions have been going 
down steadily for years, and now we 
have people fleeing violence and perse-
cution who are so scared of us they are 
deciding not to come to America and 
are applying for asylum somewhere 
else. They are not taking their legiti-
mate claims for political asylum and 
safety to the Nation that is the hall-
mark of freedom. 

So while even Donald Trump admits 
that border apprehensions are signifi-
cantly down, he says, 75 percent, it is 
not necessarily for reasons we should 
be proud of. 

But a wall? Are policy experts and 
pundits really discussing whether fifth 
century technology plays a role in 
modern homeland security? The Great 
Wall of China boosts tourism. It is not 
a factor in national security. 

What concerns me more is the spend-
ing on deportation that is still in the 
bill we will be voting on today. $1.2 bil-
lion of Trump’s original $3 billion re-
quest for border security and interior 
enforcement is still there. Any money 
we give those agencies at this point 
will find its way into funding the Presi-
dent’s mass deportation agenda. 

Now, imagine if we were applauding 
the approval of a budget that had $1.2 
billion in new funding to roll back Roe 
v. Wade, additional funding from the 
Federal Government to restrict wom-
en’s healthcare and reproductive 
rights. Well, I would never vote for 
that budget. 

But what if Trump asked us for $3 
billion but we only gave him $1.2 bil-
lion to undermine workplace safety 
laws and labor rights? I would never do 
that. 

Let’s just say it was $1.2 billion to de-
feat environmental regulations that 
protect clean air and water. Would we 
celebrate? I don’t think so. 

Would we celebrate $1.2 billion in ad-
ditional money to weaken the Civil 
Rights and Voting Rights Acts? Would 
we celebrate more money to combat 
and weaken same-sex marriage or take 
away transgender rights? I wouldn’t. 

Adding $1.2 billion to the budget to 
make it easier for the U.S. Government 
to deport people should never be cele-
brated by any of us, and certainly not 
in the era of Trump when we know 
their number one policy priority is to 
scare immigrants into leaving or not 
coming in the first place. 

Look, the people who will be de-
ported with the money we are voting 

on are usually people with no criminal 
background and deep roots in their 
communities. They are parents, teach-
ers, businessowners, mostly people of 
color, who have lived and worked here 
a long time and are here, in many 
cases, seeking refuge, as is their right 
under our laws and international law. 

Yes, some are dangerous criminals, 
but don’t believe the hype. The Trump 
administration and Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions are overhauling who we 
define as serious criminals so they can 
make their deportation force look be-
nign and sometimes even beneficial. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not be voting for 
the omnibus bill because I don’t believe 
that it is okay to slip another billion 
here or there into the budget to break 
up and destroy families, put moms and 
dads in detention, and send DREAMers 
out of the country—the only country 
they have ever known. 

I have looked into the eyes of chil-
dren, of kids, U.S. citizens, whose par-
ents have been deported. I have spoken 
to teachers in Chicago and across the 
country who have to deal with the fear 
in their students’ lives every day. I 
have worked for decades with families 
who have complied—yes, for decades, I 
have worked with families who have 
complied with every order they have 
been given by Homeland Security and 
have reported to authorities like clock-
work, but now when they report, they 
are deported from the United States of 
America. 

I cannot turn around and bless more 
money for the machinery that is grind-
ing up families. I just won’t do it. And 
I will not turn my back on the immi-
grant community of the United States 
of America by supporting funding that 
will be used to detain immigrants in 
private jails and put them on airplanes 
out of the country. 

Mr. Speaker, as long as we are going 
to shortchange health care in Puerto 
Rico and subsidize the deportation of 
families in Chicago, the budget will not 
have my vote. 

f 

SUPPORTING BACKBONE OF 
AMERICAN ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the backbone of the 
American economy: small business. 

Whether I meet with an owner of a 
family restaurant that has been on the 
same street corner for 50 years or a 
programmer for a startup tech com-
pany trying to land its first big break, 
I am always inspired by the amount of 
dedication and ingenuity that goes into 
running a small business. These men 
and women work hard, and their pas-
sion can always be seen in the products 
and services that they produce. 

The district I serve is home to so 
many thriving small businesses, and 
each one has a great story behind it. 
Such is the case with M.J. Neill, Incor-

porated, a family-owned heating com-
pany located in Bernardsville, New Jer-
sey. This is M.J. Neill’s 100th anniver-
sary. 

Business has not always been easy for 
M.J. Neill. The company has been over-
coming obstacles since David W. Neill 
started it in 1917. It has had to navi-
gate through the Great Depression, the 
OPEC oil crisis, and the 2008 financial 
crisis. It has had to make the move 
from coal to more efficient fuels. But 
through four generations, M.J. Neill 
has always been able to adapt and ex-
pand its business. 

M.J. Neill continues to be a house-
hold name in heating in the 
Bernardsville area. It caters to other 
local small businesses and families all 
around Somerset and Morris Counties, 
and it is known for its 24/7 service and 
family-oriented approach. Some of its 
customers even date back to when the 
company first began, testament to the 
value of the honest service that M.J. 
Neill provides. 

Today I congratulate current owner 
David Neill on the centennial of the 
company. The entrepreneurial spirit 
and innovation the Neill family has ex-
hibited over the past 100 years is truly 
exemplary and serves as an example to 
all of us. 

The stories we hear about successful 
small businesses are not the only evi-
dence we have that they are pivotal to 
our economy. The statistics also prove 
that point. 

We have over 29 million small busi-
nesses in the United States, and nearly 
two-thirds of the jobs created in this 
country come from those businesses. It 
is undeniable that a thriving small 
business sector is critical to bolstering 
employment in this country. 

The same is true in New Jersey, 
which is home to 843,000 small busi-
nesses, accounting for over 99 percent 
of the total businesses in the State. 
These same small businesses employ 1.8 
million people in New Jersey, more 
than half of our total workforce. 

With so many people relying on work 
from our small business community, it 
only makes sense that Congress does 
everything possible to support them. 
That is why we must use this week, Na-
tional Small Business Week, to con-
tinue to talk about the ways we can 
help rid small businesses of harmful 
regulations and equip them with the 
tools they need to grow and to prosper. 

Last year we made great strides in 
the House by passing legislation such 
as the American Manufacturing Com-
petitiveness Act and the Strengthening 
Career and Technical Education for the 
21st Century Act, but we need to do 
more. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
come together to support pro-small 
business legislation. Families like the 
Neills work hard their entire lives to 
serve their communities. It is impera-
tive that those of us in Congress work 
to serve them as well. 
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AIRLINE ACCOUNTABILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. TURNER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, the CEO of United Airlines, Oscar 
Munoz, apologized to the House Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure for his company having 
dragged a passenger off of one of their 
aircraft. Mr. Munoz highlighted the 
policy changes the airline has made 
since the wake of the incident. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that Congress 
should hold the airlines accountable 
and ensure that the events like what 
happened to Dr. Dao are prevented. 

When United Airlines had Dr. Dao 
forcibly removed on April 9, the airline 
more than just created a disruption for 
him and other passengers; it sparked a 
national outrage. Dr. Dao was bumped 
from his flight by a crew member of 
United in line with the then-airline’s 
policies that crews could book seats on 
United flights until flights departed. 

An airline’s lack of preparation for 
its own staff’s travel should not result 
in the disruption of the lives of its pay-
ing customers. Now crew members of 
United are required to make must-ride 
bookings at least 1 hour prior to depar-
ture, and they are not able to displace 
customers who are already on board. 

However, today, I believe that we 
need to go further. This still has trav-
elers at risk. So today, I am intro-
ducing the Hands Off Passengers Act or 
the HOP Act. This bill requires the 
Secretary of Transportation to modify 
a regulation regarding the involuntary 
deplaning or the denial of boarding of a 
flight by any passenger on an oversold 
flight merely to accommodate a mem-
ber of the airline flight crew or staff. In 
other words, it prevents an airline from 
bumping ticketed passengers of an 
overbooked flight merely for the travel 
of one of the airline’s crews. 

Airlines should be better prepared on 
the movement of their crew to avoid 
the disruption of the lives of paying 
customers. 

f 

OMNIBUS SPENDING BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. MITCH-
ELL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment that, yet again, Congress needs 
to resort to another omnibus spending 
bill. We are in a bind right now, fin-
ishing fiscal business that should have 
been completed last year, long before I 
came to Congress. 

At this moment, the choice is stark 
and binary: We can vote to shut the 
government down, or we can vote for 
this massive funding bill. Neither is a 
good option, but shutting down the 
government is reckless. It would stall 
military pay and send a sign of weak-
ness to the world. At a time when 

North Korea is becoming increasingly 
aggressive, Europe is unstable, and 
Russia is posturing, we cannot afford 
to shut down. 

I have always said, and I believe, that 
effective leadership needs to say what 
you mean and do what you say. If I 
voted ‘‘no’’ on this legislation, it would 
be disingenuous because I know a shut-
down would be disastrous. This is a 
hard vote to take, but it is unavoidable 
at this point. 

We must continue to pay our troops 
and other uniformed personnel. We 
must fund critical programs included 
in this omnibus. Certainly, the legisla-
tion is not perfect and doesn’t accom-
plish everything I want as a conserv-
ative, but it does achieve some objec-
tives. It cuts 150 Federal programs. It 
reduces the EPA bureaucracy to the 
lowest level since 1989. 

The legislation also funds critical 
programs Republicans have been fight-
ing for: It strengthens our military 
with an increase in defense spending, 
enabling the purchase of new warships, 
aircraft, and weapons. It provides a 
meaningful increase in salary to our 
uniform personnel. It provides addi-
tional funds to thwart the global war 
on terror and fight ISIS. 

It is part of an overall $1.52 billion in-
crease in resources for border security, 
meaning more agents, enhanced tech-
nology, updated infrastructure to stem 
the flow of illegal aliens and drug ac-
tivity across our border. It includes 
funds to fight the opioid epidemic, 
funding grants, treatment, and preven-
tion efforts. It also provides increased 
funds for the National Institutes of 
Health to continue disease research 
that impacts every family. 

For Michigan, important programs 
such as the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative are fully funded. It appro-
priates $5.6 million to study the poten-
tial invasion of Asian carp into the 
Great Lakes. 

While there are beneficial compo-
nents in this omnibus, I want to under-
score that using an omnibus is not how 
this body should function. We should 
be passing targeted, individual spend-
ing measures that address each agency, 
rather than a take-it-or-leave-it mas-
sive spending bill. 

Going forward, we must change what 
has become business as usual in Wash-
ington. That is why I ran for Congress. 
There is no doubt, that won’t be easy. 
I am learning every day how much our 
system needs significant reform. Only 
four times since 1977 were all appro-
priations enacted by the start of the 
fiscal year. That is four times in the 
last 40 years that the appropriations 
process has been effectively completed. 
Given that, it is unsurprising we find 
ourselves making this unfortunate 
choice yet again. 

Madam Speaker, I stand here to say 
we can do better; we must do better. I 
urge this body to come together to ad-
dress the shortcomings in our appro-
priations process and develop better so-
lutions for the future. Given today’s 

options, I am voting to keep our gov-
ernment open, but we must end this se-
ries of short-term funding measures. 
We can do better. Our constituents de-
serve better. 

f 

OMNIBUS SPENDING BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to address the body about my position 
on the omnibus spending bill, which 
funds the government through Sep-
tember 30. 

This spending bill does nothing to ac-
complish my mission to balance the 
Federal budget, today or any time in 
the future. I do not like the appropria-
tion process and its lack of trans-
parency in how we got to this point 
today. I do not like the lack of mean-
ingful debate, nor do I like the inabil-
ity to file floor amendments to the 
spending bill. It is inexcusable that 
Congress continues to wait until the 
last minute to perform its most impor-
tant duty, which is to fund the govern-
ment. 

I am a freshman Member. I came to 
Congress to make a difference. I rep-
resent the good people of the First Con-
gressional District of Kentucky, not a 
political party or any special interest. 
I will always put my people’s best in-
terests above politics. My objective is 
to fight hard for what I believe is the 
best for my district and then form a 
consensus to get things done. 

Madam Speaker, I understand that I 
am 1 of 435 Members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. And as I always 
mention in speeches back home in Ken-
tucky, this is a very diverse body, di-
verse in ideology, diverse in geography. 
We all have different ideas, objectives, 
and goals. I respect this institution and 
the Constitution. 

In the 5 months I have been here, I 
have advocated for a balanced budget 
and term limits; and I will continue to 
fight to see that those two items of my 
agenda become law. 

I have also worked hard to see that 
some badly needed projects in my dis-
trict receive funding. I am proud to say 
that the following projects are funded 
in this bill: $270 million for the Padu-
cah Gaseous Diffusion Plant deactiva-
tion process, which will keep 1,200 West 
Kentuckians working in good-paying 
jobs and continue to prevent illness 
and environmental issues in 
McCracken and Ballard Counties. 

I am proud to represent Fort Camp-
bell. The bill provides a pay increase 
for our troops and fully funds health 
and benefits for them and their fami-
lies while providing the funding to 
begin rebuilding our military; language 
to redesignate the Pennyrile Parkway 
as I–169 from south of Madisonville to 
Hopkinsville; funding for much-needed 
dredging of the Hickman-Fulton 
Riverport, which is located just off the 
Mississippi River; language which pro-
hibits the Army Corps of Engineers 
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