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George Bush, knew he had chosen wise-
ly when he selected Skip Gnehm for
that difficult post. I got to watch on
television as Skip raised the American
flag at the recaptured U.S. Embassy in
Kuwait.

I could go on at length about some of
his other posts and the places he has
served to promote and protect U.S. in-
terests. He has been our Deputy Per-
manent Representative to the United
Nations. He has also served as our Am-
bassador to Australia and to the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, pre-
senting his credentials on 9/11 and then
flying to peace meetings with the King
of Jordan. He still has special contacts
throughout the Middle East.

Over the years, Skip received a num-
ber of awards for his work overseas, in-
cluding the Secretary of State’s Distin-
guished Service Award for his service
in Jordan and Superior Honor Awards
for his service in Kuwait and Riyadh.

Skip has also been an active force for
the betterment of The George Wash-
ington University in a number of dif-
ferent capacities. He has been a mem-
ber of the board of trustees, the vice
president of the general alumni asso-
ciation, and the faculty representative
to the board of directors.

Skip is currently on the faculty of
the Elliott School of International Af-
fairs where he is inspiring our next
generation of foreign policy advisers
and experts by sharing his own experi-
ence borne from a lengthy career in our
foreign service. Thanks to Skip, we can
rest assured that our future diplomatic
efforts will be in good hands

Looking back to those days years ago
when Skip and I were spending another
night hitting the books for the next
day’s class or exam, I don’t think ei-
ther one of us could have dreamed how
well things would turn out for the two
of us. I have been given an opportunity
to represent the people of Wyoming as
mayor, member of the State legisla-
ture, and now as a U.S. Senator. I was
always proud to work on Skip’s con-
firmation to these different postings.
Skip has had an impact all over the
world and touched more lives than we
will ever be able to count.

Simply put, I couldn’t be more proud
of Skip and all he has accomplished
over the years. I don’t think anyone is
more deserving of the president’s
medal that he will receive from The
George Washington University’s presi-
dent Steven Knapp. Steven is doing
great work to promote GW and ensure
its future will be even better than its
past.

This is a great honor for Skip, and I
am sure he couldn’t be more appre-
ciative of this recognition. It rep-
resents a lifetime of achievements for
him and an amazing list of accomplish-
ments. As the title of the classic film
reminds us, Skip has had a ‘“‘wonderful
life”’ of which both Skip and GW can be
truly proud. He represents what a tre-
mendous advantage an education at
George Washington University can be
when placed in the right hands.
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Thank you.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING JAMES AND JOE
PRATT

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
would like to remember two brothers
from my hometown of Marietta, GA,
James and Joe Pratt, whose lives were
cut short in a tragic accident on April
24, 2017.

James and Joe were upstanding stu-
dents in their community and at
Lassiter High School, where they were
both members of the Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corps. They were
loved by their family, and they were
beloved by their friends, advisers, and
coworkers.

James, called ‘““‘Jim” by those who
knew him, was 18 years old and just a
few weeks shy of high school gradua-
tion. He was the JROTC unit’s morale
and wellness officer, and Jim had al-
ready enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps. He was looking forward to be-
ginning boot camp in a short time and
later to attending Kennesaw State Uni-
versity.

Joe was a l1l4-year-old freshman and,
in addition to attending school, served
in the JROTC unit and was known for
helping keep his friends’ spirits light-
hearted with his knowledge of trivia
and sense of humor.

Their unit of the JROTC, the
Lassiter-Pope-Kell Navy JROTC,
armed exhibition drill team has per-
formed annually at our Georgia con-
gressional delegation’s Military Acad-
emy Day. Out of respect for these
young men, their unit did not perform
at this year’s event, held last Satur-
day, April 29, and instead, we held a
moment of silence in their honor.

Lassiter High School and our com-
munity is in mourning over the loss of
these fine brothers. My deepest condo-
lences go out to the entire Pratt and
Lago families and to our community,
and my wife, Dianne, and I hold them
in our prayers.e

————

TRIBUTE TO BERNADETTE GRAY-
LITTLE

e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor University of Kansas
Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little, a
chancellor who has made a significant
impact on both the university and our
State.

This summer, Chancellor Gray-Little
will step down from her 8-year term
serving as the 17th chancellor of KU.
Serving since 2009, she has expanded
important research opportunities, ele-
vated the university’s national stature,
and transformed the way KU serves the
State, and the world.

Under Chancellor Gray-Little’s direc-
tion, research has increased and pro-
vided greater opportunities for our
Kansas students. KU’s Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Center became nationally recog-
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nized, while the KU Cancer Center
achieved National Cancer Institute des-
ignation and is now taking an impor-
tant step in pursuing a ‘‘Comprehen-
sive’’ status designation.

In her 8 years at KU, Chancellor
Gray-Little has advanced the univer-
sity’s mission to educate leaders by im-
plementing new admissions standards,
launching a new undergraduate cur-
riculum, strengthening scholarship of-
ferings, prioritizing retention and grad-
uation rates, growing the freshman
class for 5 consecutive years, reinvigo-
rating the academic environment, and
making the university a true ‘‘commu-
nity of scholars.”

The university’s growth under Chan-
cellor Gray-Little’s administration is
plainly visible in the number of ren-
ovations that have taken place and the
new buildings on campus. Support for
Capitol Federal Hall, the Health Edu-
cation Building, Self and Oswald Halls,
the Central District Redevelopment
Project, the DeBruce Center and the
Earth, Energy & Environment Center,
as well as major renovations to
Swarthout Recital Hall, the Spencer
Museum of Art, and Jayhawk Boule-
vard, all stand as testaments to her vi-
sion for the future of KU.

While her term as chancellor will be
remembered for her numerous suc-
cesses and achievements, Chancellor
Gray-Little will also be remembered as
the first female and first African-
American chancellor in the univer-
sity’s history.

Chancellor Gray-Little has led the
university with remarkable dignity,
grace, and humility. She serves as a
role model and an inspiration to stu-
dents, staff, faculty, and colleagues
throughout the State and Nation. I am
grateful to have worked with her to
improve the University of Kansas and
our State, and I wish her well as she
moves on to new endeavors.e

————
AMERICA AT THE CROSSROADS

e Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I want
to share a poem and song titled ‘“‘Amer-
ica at the Crossroads,” written by my
dear friend and fellow Floridian, Jo-
Anna O’Keefe. She conveys a message
of unity and patriotism that I believe
is important for Congress and our Na-
tion as we tackle many challenges at
home and abroad. Mrs. O’Keefe’s work
won her the George Washington Honor
Medal by the Freedoms Foundation at
Valley Forge this year, and I am hon-
ored to share it with my Senate col-
leagues.
The material follows:
AMERICA AT THE CROSSROADS
(By JoAnna O’Keefe)
We the people
Are on opposite sides;
We’ve lost sight of the middle
Where Resolutions reside.
If Jefferson were here right now
He would pick up his pen.
On parchment he’d write:
Be Patriots again!
Look into the eyes
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