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Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr. By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. FLAKE): LANKFORD, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
WARREN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MERKLEY, S. 1030. A bill to require the Federal En- JOHNSON, Mr. CARPER, Mr. TESTER,
and Ms. HIRONO): ergy Regulatory Commission to submit to Mr. PETERS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr.

S. 1020. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the proper
tax treatment of personal service income
earned in pass-thru entities; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 1021. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the United States Coast Guard; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 1022. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to facilitate assignment of mili-
tary trauma care providers to civilian trau-
ma centers in order to maintain military
trauma readiness and to support such cen-
ters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr.
BURR, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. UDALL,
and Mr. SCHATZ):

S. 1023. A bill to reauthorize the Tropical
Forest Conservation Act of 1998 through fis-
cal year 2021, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
KING, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. KAINE):

S. 1024. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and proc-
esses relating to appeals of decisions regard-
ing claims for benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 1025. A bill to reform the Federal Crop
Insurance Act and reduce Federal spending
on crop insurance; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. UDALL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
CARPER, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 1026. A bill to amend the Federal Fund-
ing Accountability and Transparency Act of
2006 to require full disclosure for entities re-
ceiving Federal funding; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. BENNET,
and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 1027. A bill to extend the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination
Act of 2000; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 1028. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr.
FLAKE):

S. 1029. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to exempt
certain small hydroelectric power projects
that are applying for relicensing under the
Federal Power Act from the licensing re-
quirements of that Act; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

Congress a report on certain hydropower
projects; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. DAINES:

S. 1031. A bill to amend provisions in the
securities laws relating to regulation
crowdfunding to raise the dollar amount
limit and to clarify certain requirements and
exclusions for funding portals established by
such an Act; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 1032. A bill to amend the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 to provide
for good neighbor agreements to conduct au-
thorized restoration services on National
Forest System land; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 1033. A bill to amend the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act of 2003 to provide for
stewardship contracting projects, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. BENNET, Ms. HIRONO, and
Ms. HARRIS):

S. 1034. A bill to improve agricultural job
opportunities, benefits, and security for
aliens in the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms.

HARRIS, Mr. BENNET, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 1035. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 with
respect to the scope of employee pension
benefit plans; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. KING,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 1036. A bill to promote research, devel-
opment, and demonstration of marine and
hydrokinetic renewable energy technologies,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 150. A resolution recognizing
threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming free-
dom of the press as a priority in efforts of
the United States Government to promote
democracy and good governance; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mrs.

MCCASKILL):
S. Res. 151. A resolution commending the
Northwest Missouri State University

Bearcats on their National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division II national cham-
pionship victories; considered and agreed to.
By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. Res. 152. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of April 2017 as ‘‘National
Donate Life Month’’; considered and agreed
to.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. KING, Mr. SANDERS,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. CooNS, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN):

S. Res. 153. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that, during Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week, public servants should
be commended for their dedication and con-
tinued service to the United States; consid-
ered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 128
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
her name was added as a cosponsor of
S. 128, a bill to provide provisional pro-
tected presence to qualified individuals
who came to the United States as chil-
dren.
S. 168
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 168, a bill to amend and
enhance certain maritime programs of
the Department of Transportation.
S. 223
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
223, a bill to provide immunity from
suit for certain individuals who dis-
close potential examples of financial
exploitation of senior citizens, and for
other purposes.
S. 236
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 236, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 241
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 241, a bill to prohibit Federal
funding of Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America.
S. 260
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
260, a bill to repeal the provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act providing for the Independent
Payment Advisory Board.
S. 275
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 275, a bill to allow the financing
by United States persons of sales of ag-
ricultural commodities to Cuba.
S. 292
At the request of Mr. REED, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Maine
(Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CoONSs) and the Senator from
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Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 292, a bill to maximize
discovery, and accelerate development
and availability, of promising child-
hood cancer treatments, and for other
purposes.

S. 326

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of S. 326, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
tax-exempt financing of certain gov-
ernment-owned buildings.

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 326, supra.

S. 428

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 428, a bill to amend titles
XIX and XXI of the Social Security Act
to authorize States to provide coordi-
nated care to children with complex
medical conditions through enhanced
pediatric health homes, and for other
purposes.

S. 534

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Michi-
gan (Ms. STABENOW) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 534, a bill to prevent the
sexual abuse of minors and amateur
athletes by requiring the prompt re-
porting of sexual abuse to law enforce-
ment authorities, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 693

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. Coons) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 693, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to increase
the number of permanent faculty in
palliative care at accredited allopathic
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, social work schools, and
other programs, including physician
assistant education programs, to pro-
mote education and research in pallia-
tive care and hospice, and to support
the development of faculty careers in
academic palliative medicine.

S. 708

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
708, a bill to improve the ability of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to
interdict fentanyl, other synthetic
opioids, and other narcotics and
psychoactive substances that are ille-
gally imported into the United States,
and for other purposes.

S. 1766

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 766, a bill to amend titles
10 and 32, United States Code, to im-
prove and enhance authorities relating
to the employment, use, status, and
benefits of military technicians (dual
status), and for other purposes.
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S. 770
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 770, a bill to
require the Director of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology to
disseminate resources to help reduce
small business cybersecurity risks, and
for other purposes.
S. 829
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 829, a bill to
reauthorize the Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grants program, the Fire Pre-
vention and Safety Grants program,
and the Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response grant program,
and for other purposes.
S. 832
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 832, a bill to enhance the trans-
parency and accelerate the impact of
programs under the African Growth
and Opportunity Act and the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, and for
other purposes.
S. 881
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 881, a bill to reduce
risks to the financial system by lim-
iting banks’ ability to engage in cer-
tain risky activities and limiting con-
flicts of interest, to reinstate certain
Glass-Steagall Act protections that
were repealed by the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act, and for other purposes.
S. 905
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 905, a bill to require a report on,
and to authorize technical assistance
for, accountability for war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and genocide
in Syria, and for other purposes.
S. 910
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 910, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and
supports, and for other purposes.
S. 957
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 957, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to ensure that
women members of the Armed Forces
and their families have access to the
contraception they need in order to
promote the health and readiness of all
members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 976
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
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KLOBUCHAR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 976, a bill to restore States’ sov-
ereign rights to enforce State and local
sales and use tax laws, and for other
purposes.

S. 1001

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1001, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to modernize
payments for ambulatory surgical cen-
ters under the Medicare program, and
for other purposes.

S. 1002

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1002, a bill to enhance the
ability of community financial institu-
tions to foster economic growth and
serve their communities, boost small
businesses, increase individual savings,
and for other purposes.

S. 1004

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1004, a bill to amend the Carl
D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 to support innova-
tive approaches to career and technical
education and redesign the high school
experience for students by providing
students with equitable access to rig-
orous, engaging, and relevant real
world education through partnerships
with business and industry and higher
education that prepare students to
graduate from high school and enroll
into postsecondary education without
the need for remediation and with the
ability to use knowledge to solve com-
plex problems, think critically, com-
municate effectively, collaborate with
others, and develop academic mindsets.

S.J. RES. 17

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 17, a joint resolution approving
the discontinuation of the process for
consideration and automatic imple-
mentation of the annual proposal of
the Independent Medicare Advisory
Board under section 1899A of the Social
Security Act.

S. RES. 60

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 60, a resolution des-
ignating May 5, 2017, as the ‘‘National
Day of Awareness for Missing and Mur-
dered Native Women and Girls”’.

S. RES. 136

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 136, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the 102nd anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. DONNELLY):

S. 1015. A bill to require the Federal
Communications Commission to study
the feasibility of designating a simple,
easy-to-remember dialing code to be
used for a national suicide prevention
and mental health crisis hotline sys-
tem; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss the epidemic of sui-
cide—a growing crisis that has dev-
astated millions of families across our
Nation. Over the past 8 years, the rate
of deaths by suicide in our country has
tripled. Let me repeat that. It has tri-
pled, and the problem is particularly
severe among young adults.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control, for youth between the ages of
10 and 24, suicide is now the third lead-
ing cause of death. In other words,
more of America’s youth die each year
from suicide than cancer, heart dis-
ease, AIDS, birth defects, stroke, pneu-
monia, influenza, and chronic lung dis-
ease combined.

This crisis shows no signs of abating.
Consider that each day in our Nation,
there are an average of over 5,400 sui-
cide attempts by young people in
grades 7 to 12. In my home State of
Utah, the statistics are particularly
alarming. Every 14 hours, a Utahn
commits suicide, resulting in an aver-
age of 630 deaths each year. The prob-
lem is so acute that Utah now has the
fifth highest suicide rate in the Nation.
This troubling trend is particularly
pronounced among Utah’s youth. Even
though Utahns from ages 10 to 17 com-
prise only 13 percent of the State popu-
lation, they represent nearly 23 percent
of all suicide attempts. Suicide is now
the leading cause of death among
Utah’s teenagers.

To stem the tide of teenage suicide in
Utah, I convened a roundtable discus-
sion in Salt Lake City last December
that included community leaders,
healthcare professionals, high school
principals, and parents from across the
State. There we discussed proven meth-
ods that destigmatize mental illness, a
critical first step in addressing the sui-
cide crisis. We also discussed the links
between bullying and depression.

In an effort to prevent teen suicide,
the effect of bullying cannot be over-
looked. A recent study in the Journal
of the American Medical Association
finds that kids who are bullied are
more than twice as likely to consider
suicide. In my home State of Utah, doz-
ens of community leaders have drawn
attention to the pernicious effects of
bullying. The foremost among them is
Dr. Greg Hudnall, a nationally recog-
nized expert in suicide prevention. Dr.
Hudnall found that between 8 and 12
percent of all suicides are committed
by young people who have been bullied.
To discourage bullying and to help our
teenagers who are suffering most, Dr.
Hudnall led in the development of
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HOPE4UTAH. HOPE4UTAH is a dy-
namic peer-to-peer program designed
to empower students in groups called
Hope Squads. Hope Squads identify
warning signs of depression in teen-
agers and offer help to those in need.

Wendy Nelson, principal of Utah’s
Syracuse High School, recently told me
how Hope Squads have helped students
at risk of suicide to connect with
therapists that the school has made
available on a regular basis. The high
school has since partnered with a local
community health center for help in
addressing the need for help in this
particular area and, of course, the need
for mental health professionals in
schools. This shortage of mental health
counselors is a serious problem, not
only in Utah but in schools across the
Nation. It is a very, very serious prob-
lem.

In our December roundtable discus-
sion, we learned that teen suicide is
something schools, parents, and mental
health professionals cannot address in-
dividually. Instead, a continuum of
care must exist for each child from the
first day of school to graduation. We
must all work together to ensure that
our children feel safe.

Educators play a vital role in main-
taining an infrastructure of support for
teenagers struggling with mental ill-
ness. Because educators are often the
first to identify warning signs in vul-
nerable students, hundreds of teachers
in Utah receive training in how to
identify and respond to these signs.
Once we know a teen is suffering, par-
ents and mental health professionals
can step in to provide ongoing care.
Building community partnerships that
involve everyone and that focus on evi-
dence-based practices can save hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of lives.

My main purpose in organizing the
roundtable discussion was to find ways
I could help prevent suicide on a na-
tional level. Increasing access to men-
tal healthcare has been a fixture of my
Senate service. Nearly 20 years ago, I
convened the Senate Finance Commit-
tee’s first hearing dedicated to mental
health. More recently, I focused my
legislative efforts on fighting prescrip-
tion drug abuse, an epidemic that has
only accelerated our Nation’s mental
health crisis. I played a leading role in
passing the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act and helped to draft
the 21st Century Cures Act, which
President Obama signed into law in De-
cember. Both bills take aim at the
opioid epidemic that is ravaging entire
communities across the Nation.

As a legislative body, we have set
aside partisan differences in recent
months to combat the opioid crisis as
part of a broader effort to address
growing rates of mental illness and
death by suicide.

But there is more we can do to help.
To begin, we need to provide better and
more immediate access to counseling
and mental health services. This is one
of the main takeaways from last year’s
roundtable discussion. So often we hear
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that those seeking help are just one
positive interaction away from giving
life another chance. As Utah State
Senator Daniel Thatcher said:

If you talk to someone, they live. If you
connect them to support, they live.

Laura Warburton, a Utah mother
who lost her daughter to suicide, said
that the day her daughter died, she had
attempted to make one last call to her
therapist and could not get through.

While this is a complex problem with
no simple, immediate answer, there are
steps we can take to help. Today, we
are taking those critical first steps to
prevent future tragedies from taking
place.

In response to what I learned during
the suicide roundtable in Utah, I have
joined Senator JOE DONNELLY in intro-
ducing the National Suicide Hotline
Improvement Act, a bipartisan pro-
posal that will make it easier for
Americans of all ages to get the help
and treatment they need when they are
experiencing suicidal thoughts. The
current suicide prevention lifeline sys-
tem and veterans crisis line are in des-
perate need of reform. Our bill will re-
quire the Federal Communications
Commission, in consultation with the
Department of Health and Human
Services and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, to study the current na-
tional suicide hotline system and make
recommendations to Congress on how
we can improve it.

Across our great Nation, there are
millions of people, especially young
people, who are alone and suffering in
the shadows of depression. Many of
them are bombarded by suicidal
thoughts and have no idea where to
turn for help. To make matters worse,
the national suicide hotline number, 1-
800-273-TALK, is not an intuitive or
easy number to remember, particularly
for those experiencing a mental health
emergency.

Fortunately, the success of the 911
emergency system provides a model for
addressing this problem. My bill will
require the Federal Communications
Commission to recommend an easy-to-
remember, three-digit number for the
national suicide prevention hotline. I
believe that by making the national
suicide prevention lifeline system more
user-friendly and accessible, we can
save thousands of lives by helping peo-
ple find the help they need when they
need it most.

In introducing this legislation, I wish
to thank my fellow Utahn, Congress-
man CHRIS STEWART. Congressman
STEWART has been an invaluable part-
ner in offering some of the most impor-
tant measures of this bill. Addition-
ally, I would like to thank the Amer-
ican Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion. I also wish to express my appre-
ciation for the support we have re-
ceived from the Utah State Legisla-
ture, Utah’s attorney general, and the
Utah Department of Health Services,
as well as several groups from the law
enforcement community.

This proposal transcends party lines
and stands to save thousands of lives.
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