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Health Care Act becomes law, Members 
of Congress and congressional staff will 
be treated the same way as every other 
citizen. That is only right, and it is 
only proper. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 308, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a 
bill of the House of the following title: 

H.R. 534. An act to require the Secretary of 
State to take such actions as may be nec-
essary for the United States to rejoin the 
Bureau of International Expositions, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1628) to 
provide for reconciliation pursuant to 
title II of the concurrent resolution on 
the budget for fiscal year 2017, as 
amended, will now resume. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 308, the fur-
ther amendments printed in House Re-
port 115–109 are considered as adopted. 

When consideration was postponed on 
Friday, March 24, 2017, 413⁄4 minutes of 
the debate remained on the bill. 

The gentlewoman from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACK) has 191⁄2 minutes remain-
ing. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) has 221⁄4 minutes remaining. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 1628, the American Health Care 
Act of 2017. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in favor of 

the American Health Care Act, a bill 
that repeals the worst parts of 
ObamaCare and begins to repair the 
damage it has caused. This bill brings 
choice and competition back into the 
healthcare marketplace and puts 
healthcare decisions back into the 
hands of patients and doctors where it 
belongs. 

It has been a winding road to get to 
this point, but we are here today to ful-
fill the promise that we made to the 
American people. I will point out right 
now to those who say we should have 
just moved on from healthcare reform, 
American families and individuals are 
suffering from rising costs and barriers 
to getting the care that they need 
right now. 

Under ObamaCare, the situation is 
getting worse every day. In Iowa, just 
yesterday, one of the last remaining in-
surers announced that it will pull out 
of the ObamaCare exchanges, leaving 
nearly all of the State’s residents with 
no—and, yes, I will say again, nearly 
all of the residents with no available 
health insurance plan for the purchase 
under ObamaCare. 
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And in a few of the Iowa counties 
which are the remaining insurers, even 
that company is saying it might stop 
offering plans, leaving the entire State 
without an insurance plan available 
under ObamaCare. That is happening 
this very week. We can’t wait a mo-
ment longer than necessary to provide 
relief for the American people by re-
pealing and replacing ObamaCare. 

I applaud the Members of this body 
who stuck with us during this process 
and worked hard to make the bill bet-
ter. I, myself, had concerns about the 
bill as it was introduced. I worked hard 
to make sure that the bill truly re-
flected my ideals and the views and de-
sires of my constituents. And when the 
bill came before the Budget Com-
mittee, which I chair, I urged my mem-
bers to stay in the fight and work to 
improve the bill rather than stop it in 
its tracks. 

And do you know what? Our members 
did just that, making some rec-
ommendations that were eventually in-
cluded in the various amendments. 
That message was heard loud and clear 
by all of the members of our Con-
ference who have worked tirelessly to 
finalize a bill that truly reflects our vi-
sion for healthcare reform. 

Throughout this process, our com-
mitment to undoing the damage done 
by ObamaCare has remained steadfast. 
Day after day, my constituents call my 
office begging us to do something to 
save them from ObamaCare, and it is 
because ObamaCare is collapsing. 

In my State of Tennessee, families 
are suffering. Premiums have increased 
by 60 percent, while deductibles are so 
high that, even if someone has an in-

surance card, it doesn’t mean they 
have guaranteed care. 

There are parts of my State in Ten-
nessee that don’t have a single insur-
ance provider in the marketplace, and 
two-thirds of the counties have only 
one provider. That is not competition. 
That is called a monopoly. 

While no legislation is perfect, this 
bill makes some important changes to 
help American families get quality, af-
fordable health insurance: It zeros out 
the mandates, it repeals the taxes, and 
it repeals the subsidies; it allows peo-
ple to choose health insurance plans to 
meet the unique needs of their families 
instead of purchasing a one-size-fits-all 
plan mandated by a Washington bu-
reaucrat; and it modernizes Medicaid, a 
once-in-a-lifetime entitlement reform. 

Ending Medicaid’s open-ended fund-
ing structure will play an important 
role in addressing our future budget 
deficits and our growing national debt. 

This is a particularly proud moment 
for me. I was working as a nurse in 
Nashville in the 1990s when the Clinton 
administration pushed a single-payer 
pilot program in Tennessee called 
TennCare. I saw firsthand the negative 
impact government-run health care has 
on patient care. I saw costs rise and 
the quality of care fall. It inspired me 
to get involved in public service. 

When in 2009 and 2010 I saw those 
same principles being debated and, 
eventually, implemented on the na-
tional level, I thought my experience 
in Tennessee could be valuable in the 
national debate; so, in 2011, I sponsored 
the first piece of legislation that re-
pealed a part of ObamaCare. Today, we 
take the largest step yet in rescuing 
the American people from this dam-
aging, government-run healthcare sys-
tem. 

I, and many other Members of this 
body, have worked hard to make sure 
that this bill truly reflects our visions 
for healthcare reform. I, for one, can-
not sit idly by and let this opportunity 
go to waste. Governing is hard, but our 
constituents did not elect us to do 
what is easy. They elected us to do 
what is right. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting ‘‘yes’’ on the American Health 
Care Act to rescue the American people 
from ObamaCare. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I remind my colleague that 
her vote for this bill could increase pre-
miums for people with breast cancer in 
Tennessee by over $38,000. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s begin with a few 
facts: 

Since the passage of the Affordable 
Care Act, costs have gone up at the 
lowest rate in 50 years; 

Those with preexisting conditions get 
insurance at the standard rate; 

Instead of millions of people losing 
their insurance every year, 20 million 
more people have insurance; 

Personal bankruptcies are down 50 
percent. 
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