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Rockford, the county seat of Winne-
bago County, IL. I have had the pleas-
ure of knowing and working with him 
to serve Rockford and Winnebago 
County for many years. 

A lifelong resident of Rockford, 
Mickey Goral grew up on Rockford’s 
west end graduated from Boyland High 
School and Northern Illinois Univer-
sity with a B.A. in political science. He 
served on the county board for 18 years 
before being elected Rockford township 
supervisor and has held that post for 20 
years. 

At 63 years young, Mickey decided 
not to seek reelection, but refuses to 
use the word ‘‘retirement.’’ He said: I 
hesitate to use the ‘R’ word because I 
don’t play golf, I don’t fish, and I have 
no other hobbies.’’ Public service is all 
that is in Mickey’s blood. 

Oftentimes, public service becomes 
about accolades—not for Mickey. He 
simply aimed to make a difference in 
people’s lives. Overseeing a $1.6 million 
general assistance office, Mickey led a 
nine-person team responsible for pro-
viding assistance to the communities 
most vulnerable: those with no other 
source of income. His mission was al-
ways clear and simple: treat all people 
with respect, dignity, and compassion 
in providing basic human needs to fam-
ilies while they are on the road to self- 
sufficiency, and that is what he did. 
Mickey’s years of service to the people 
of Rockford show that public service 
can make a real difference in people’s 
lives. Following the great recession of 
2008, his general assistant office dealt 
with more than 150 open cases every 
month. Today, that number in a typ-
ical month is cut in half. That is the 
king of progress Mickey delivered for 
real working folks in Rockford. 

Mickey Goral also had the privilege 
of serving as the president of the Town-
ship Officials of Illinois, bringing pro-
fessionalism and training for township 
governments throughout my home 
State of Illinois, but for all his accom-
plishments, Mickey was most proud to 
the Rockford township supervisor be-
cause his government role was one that 
was closest to the people, which meant 
he had the opportunity to help his 
friends and neighbors. We need more 
people like Mickey Goral. 

I especially want to thank Mickey’s 
wife, Tami, and twin daughters, Karley 
and Kiley, for sharing so much of their 
husband and father with the commu-
nity. I am honored to congratulate him 
on a job well done and wish him and his 
family all the best in the next chapter 
of their lives. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, the 
United States is a world leader in inno-
vation, science, and technology; pro-
moting democratic and humanitarian 
values; and maintaining international 
security and economic stability. The 
United States should play no less of a 
global leadership role combating cli-
mate change. 

Climate change is the defining issue 
of our time. It is our greatest environ-
mental, political, and moral challenge. 
History will judge our generation by 
what we do—or don’t do. 

I call on this body to pass S. Res. 155, 
affirming in no uncertain terms the 
U.S. responsibility to work coopera-
tively with the international commu-
nity to aggressively and effectively 
fight climate change. 

There is no need to debate whether 
manmade climate change is occurring. 
The scientific evidence is clear. Green-
house gases emitted through human 
activity are having a profound effect 
on Earth’s climate, and 2016 was the 
warmest year on record, beating the 
record of 2015, which beat 2014’s. The 
international community is no longer 
debating the science of climate change, 
and there should be no further debate 
in the halls of Congress. 

Instead we must agree how the 
United States—as part of the inter-
national community—will take all 
steps necessary to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to preserve our environ-
ment and way of life for future genera-
tions. 

We are seeing species extinction and 
reduction in record numbers. We are 
seeing our landscapes changing, espe-
cially in the American West and in our 
colder climates like the Arctic. We are 
seeing extreme weather events dev-
astate communities. 

As a dry, arid State in the South-
west, my home State of New Mexico is 
right in the bull’s eye of climate dis-
ruption. New Mexico is the country’s 
sixth-fastest warming State: the an-
nual temperature has increased about 
2.7 degree Fahrenheit since 1970. 
Droughts are becoming more intense. 
We have decreased snowfall in the win-
ter and decreased runoff in the spring. 
All this has negative consequences for 
our land and communities. 

Climate change not only threatens 
our environment, it threatens our eco-
nomic stability and international secu-
rity. 

More than 1,100 U.S. businesses, cor-
porations, and organizations, many of 
which operate internationally, are on 
record supporting the Paris Agree-
ment. The businesses include Arch 
Coal, BP, Chevron, ConocoPhillips, 
Dow Chemical, and DuPont. Business 
leaders agree that the Paris Agreement 
is good for business. 

Support for the accord is broad based 
within private industry, from elec-
tricity generators such as PG&E and 
National Grid, to oil companies such as 
Exxon Mobil and Shell, to mining com-
panies such as Rio Tinto, and to manu-
facturers such as General Motors. Even 
some of the largest coal producers, 
such as Cloud Peak Energy and Pea-
body Energy, support remaining in the 
agreement. This broad support is due 
to a simple reality: leaders of success-
ful businesses make decisions based on 
the available science, not ideology. 

Business leaders are telling Congress 
and the President to stay in. Last No-

vember, over 360 businesses and inves-
tors called on U.S.-elected leaders to 
support the Paris Agreement and other 
domestic low-carbon policies. The let-
ter was signed by more than a dozen 
Fortune 500 companies, as well as small 
family-owned businesses across more 
than 35 states. All these businesses 
want the U.S. economy to be energy ef-
ficient and powered by low-carbon en-
ergy. They are concerned that a failure 
to build a low-carbon economy puts 
American prosperity at risk. 

Despite this overwhelming support 
from the business community, the 
President has not decided whether the 
U.S. should continue as a member of 
the Paris accord. He is undecided de-
spite the fact that his Secretary of 
State, former CEO of the world’s larg-
est oil company, says we should stay 
in, so we have a ‘‘seat at the table.’’ 

While sufficient resources and atten-
tion must be given to carbon-intensive 
industries and their workforces to en-
sure that transitions are not disrup-
tive, we must look forward to sup-
porting a new energy economy, that 
addresses climate change and produces 
good jobs. 

We should not underestimate the 
threat climate change poses to na-
tional security. Secretary of Defense 
Mattis does not. He has testified before 
Congress that climate change poses as 
a national security threat. Indeed, the 
Pentagon has considered climate 
change a national security threat for 
over a decade. 

Secretary Mattis wrote to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that, 
‘‘[c]limate change is impacting sta-
bility in areas of the world where our 
troops are operating today.’’ He ob-
served that, ‘‘[c]limate change can be a 
driver of instability, and the Depart-
ment of Defense must pay attention to 
potential adverse impacts generated by 
this phenomenon.’’ To prepare for this 
threat, Secretary Mattis stated that 
‘‘. . . climate change is a challenge 
that requires a broader, whole-of gov-
ernment response. If confirmed, I will 
ensure that the Department of Defense 
plays its appropriate role within such a 
response by addressing national secu-
rity aspects.’’ 

According to the American Security 
Project, climate change serves as an 
‘‘accelerant of instability’’or a ‘‘threat 
multiplier’’ that makes already exist-
ing threats worse. ‘‘The threat of glob-
al warming for security will manifest 
through a range of effects: resource 
scarcity, extreme weather, food scar-
city, water insecurity, and sea level 
rise will all threaten societies around 
the world. Too many governments are 
not prepared for these threats, either 
because they do not have the resources 
or because they have not planned 
ahead. How societies and governments 
respond to the increase in instability 
will determine whether climate change 
will lead to war.’’ 

The President should not disregard 
the advice of his Secretary of Defense 
and the established position of the Pen-
tagon. The challenge of climate change 
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requires a broad response from the en-
tirety of the Federal Government. The 
President should meet this challenge 
head on. 

Across the globe, people are suffering 
from the effects of climate change. 
U.S. businesses and the military feel 
those threatening impacts as well. U.S. 
elected officials must listen to these 
businesses and our Armed Forces. The 
United States should not only have a 
seat at the international table, we 
should be leading the global commu-
nity. I urge passage of S. Res. 155, af-
firming our commitment to work with 
the international community to effec-
tively address climate change. 

f 

PARIS AGREEMENT 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 

wish to speak in strong support of the 
U.N. Paris climate change agreement 
and in opposition to efforts to under-
mine this international agreement that 
is vital to the environmental and eco-
nomic well-being of New Hampshire, 
the Nation, and the world. 

In 2015, I joined nine of my Senate 
colleagues in Paris to attend the 21st 
U.N. Climate Change Conference, also 
known as COP 21, where the climate 
agreement was negotiated. What we 
witnessed at COP 21 was monumental: 
195 countries representing more than 95 
percent of global carbon emissions 
worked together to adopt the first uni-
versal climate agreement that calls for 
international cooperation on address-
ing the causes of global warming and 
helping poorer nations most affected 
by it. The following year, on Earth 
Day, the United States and more than 
170 nations signed the international 
climate agreement in New York; and 
on November 4, 2016, the Paris Accord 
entered into force. 

I am proud to say that the U.S. was 
a big part of that effort. That is why I 
am so disappointed to see that Presi-
dent Trump is currently considering 
whether to pull the United States from 
this historic agreement. This would be 
a huge mistake. 

No country is insulated from the in-
creasingly present and escalating ef-
fects of climate change. In the United 
States, we are seeing it throughout the 
country, and this is certainly true in 
New Hampshire. Rising temperatures 
are shortening our fall foliage season, 
which is so important to our State’s 
tourism economy. Milder winters have 
led to increases of insect-borne dis-
eases that endanger our wildlife. In 
New Hampshire, we have already seen a 
40 percent decline in our moose popu-
lation. The changing climate is also 
putting more stress on sugar maples, 
and this is already affecting syrup pro-
duction. 

The Paris Agreement establishes a 
long-term, durable global framework 
for countries to work together to re-
duce carbon emissions and keep the 
global temperature rise well below 2 
degrees Celsius in order to avoid some 
of the worst consequences of climate 
change. For the first time, countries 
have committed to putting forward 

ambitious, nationally determined cli-
mate targets and reporting on their 
progress towards those targets using a 
standardized process of review. The 
Paris Agreement encourages trans-
parency, accountability, and collabora-
tion among nations not only to meet 
their climate targets, but to encourage 
innovation while doing so. 

That is why American business lead-
ers are strongly in favor of continued 
U.S. participation in the Paris accord. 
From oil giants to tech firms, cor-
porate leaders understand that the 
transition to clean energy presents one 
of the biggest economic opportunities 
of this century to create jobs and build 
wealth in this country. In fact, the 
International Energy Agency projects 
that, over the coming decades, more 
than $60 trillion will be invested in en-
ergy efficiency and clean energy tech-
nologies as countries address the 
threat of climate change. The United 
States stands in a unique position to be 
the leader of the clean energy revolu-
tion. This would be jeopardized if the 
President decides to remove the United 
States from the international climate 
agreement. 

Climate change represents an enor-
mous challenge, but the solutions are 
within reach if we put into place poli-
cies that allow for swift action. The 
United States must help ensure that 
the goals of the Paris Agreement are 
realized. That is why I joined with my 
colleagues to introduce a resolution 
stating that the United States should 
work in cooperation with the inter-
national community and continue to 
exercise global leadership to address 
the causes and effects of climate 
change. We have a responsibility to 
help protect our children and grand-
children from the most severe con-
sequences of global warming by reduc-
ing emissions now. This President 
must not remove the United States 
from this important agreement. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING FLEWELLING 
FAMILY FARMS 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Flewelling Farms, 
who has been designated family farm of 
the year and McCain’s ‘‘Grower of the 
Year.’’ Farms and farm families are es-
sential assets to my home State of 
Maine—not just for the tremendous 
economic benefits the agriculture in-
dustry has, but also for the rich herit-
age and work ethic that makes up the 
communities where generations have 
plowed the lands. Maine agriculture is 
more diversified than in many States, 
and on any given day, you can drive 
past acres of potatoes, grains, large 
dairy farms, small truck farms, and 
even smaller value added farms pro-
ducing cheese, breads, and maple 
syrup, as well as conventional farms, 
organic farms, and even farms raising 
oysters, seaweed, and salmon. 

From now until the farm bill is 
passed, I want to take the opportunity 
to talk about Maine farms and farmers, 

their creativity, ingenuity, persever-
ance, and ability to grow amazing food 
and fiber on what can often be hard 
scrabble land with a solid crop of rocks 
and trees always watching for the op-
portunity to creep back on to land that 
was cleared long ago by hard work. 

I want to begin in the agricultural 
county of Maine, Aroostook County. 
The potato is king in Aroostook Coun-
ty, ME—the large farms and relatively 
flat fertile land produce 16 million 
pounds of seed, chip, and table stock 
potatoes on nearly 50,000 acres, gener-
ating thousands of jobs and infuse mil-
lions of dollars into the economy of the 
State of Maine. 

While agriculture is indeed valuable 
and essential to tables across the Na-
tion and the world, community and 
farm families are what really makes 
northern Maine a special place. I am 
pleased to honor one such family 
today, the Jerry and Bruce Flewelling 
family of Easton. The Flewelling fam-
ily was named the ‘‘2016 Farm Family 
of the Year’’ by the Maine Potato 
Board and the McCain’s ‘‘Champion 
Grower of 2016’’ as well. These recogni-
tions are given for the quality of prod-
uct and commitment to the industry, 
but also for the heart and hardiness of 
the family who, through trials and 
tribulations of unpredictable weather 
and markets, keeps their drive for ex-
cellence at the forefront of every day. 
The Flewellings have been doing this 
for six generations. The first 
Flewellings arrived in this country 
from Wales in the late 1800s, entering 
the United States near where the fam-
ily farm is today. 

They have experienced tremendous 
change in how potatoes are grown, har-
vested, and stored, but by being ready 
to implement best practices, new tech-
nologies, and innovation, they have 
grown the farm and its quality and pro-
ductivity and are able to carry on the 
strong tradition of agriculture in 
Maine. 

In addition to being an exceptional 
small business, the family members are 
active community members as well. 
They serve on municipal boards, Maine 
Pesticide Control Board, Agricultural 
Bargaining Council, as well as Maine 
Potato Growers. They are a strong 
voice for future generations of farmers 
and are mentors to other farmers, as 
well always encouraging others and 
sharing their expertise. 

For these reasons and many more not 
listed here, I offer my congratulations 
to Jerry and Bruce and their family on 
the continuation of an exceptional 
farm and best wishes as they continue 
to instill a legacy of hard work and ex-
ceptional crops for future generations 
to come.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. CYNTHIA 
‘‘CYNDI’’ RAY AND TRIBUTE TO 
SEAN ENGLISH 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the heroic actions of 
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