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Senator Akaka earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Hawaii. He
later attained a master’s degree as
well. As he has relayed in the past, had
it not been for the benefits received
under the G.I. Bill, Senator Akaka’s fu-
ture in public service would not have
been more than a dream.

A believer in the power of education,
Senator Akaka made it a career. Be-
fore entering politics, he served as a
teacher, principal, and educational ad-
ministrator, making a difference in the
lives of many students for over 15
years.

As a veteran himself, Senator Akaka
dedicated his service in Congress to
helping servicemembers, veterans, and
their families. His commitment to
these issues led to his service as chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs from 2007 to 2011. As
chairman, he worked to expand VA
services. He also authored and passed
the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill, which is making
a difference to new generations of vet-
erans as the original G.I. Bill did for
his generation.

Not only was Senator Akaka a cham-
pion for education and veterans, he was
also a champion for Native Hawaiians.
He is the first person of Native Hawai-
ian ancestry to serve in the U.S. Sen-
ate, and he grew up in an era where the
Hawaiian language and culture were
heavily looked down upon. To help
change this perception, he committed
to protecting the language, culture,
and traditions of indigenous peoples.

Senator Akaka advanced these prior-
ities as chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs from 2011 to
2013. He also played a key role in ensur-
ing the passage of legislation that en-
hanced Native Hawaiian education pro-
grams and authored a joint resolution
that acknowledged the U.S. Govern-
ment’s role in the overthrow of the
Kingdom of Hawaii in 1893, while recog-
nizing the special trust relationship
held with the Native Hawaiian commu-
nity.

He also fought tirelessly for self-de-
termination for Native Hawaiians.

During his time in Washington, DC,
he served the people of Hawaii well and
with distinction. Although he retired
in 2012, Senator Akaka has continued
down a path of leadership and service,
speaking to students and mentoring
some of Hawaii’s up-and-coming lead-
ers. We all appreciate his continued
service.

Mahalo nui loa, my dear friend, for
being a true champion of aloha.

————

HONORING CORPORAL GEORGE A.
PERREAULT, JR.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I want
to recognize George Albert Perreault,
Jr., a Korean war veteran whose re-
mains are being brought home to
Vermont, 66 years after he was de-
clared missing in action. CPL
Perreault enlisted in the U.S. Army
after graduating from Burlington High
School, and he served bravely in the
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Korean war. CPL Perreault was as-
signed to Headquarters Battery, 15th
Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Division, which was supporting a regi-
ment of the Republic of Korea Army in
the area known as the Central Corridor
in South Korea. Tragically, CPL
Perreault went missing in 1951, after
the Chinese People’s Volunteer Forces
launched a massive attack against the
regiment at Changbong-ni. He was de-
clared killed in action in 1954.

CPL Perreault’s family, including his
sisters and their husbands, Pauline and
Jim O’Brien and Lorraine and Edward
Winkowski, devotedly preserved his
memory over the years. Pauline and
Jim also joined families of other miss-
ing servicemembers at Department of
Defense meetings to discuss efforts to
recover the remains of their loved ones.

Last December, the POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency at the Defense De-
partment identified CPL Perreault’s
remains using family DNA and anthro-
pological analysis.

While sisters Pauline and Lorraine
and their spouses are now deceased,
Pauline and Jim’s children will be
present to welcome their uncle home,
including Karen O’Brien, James
O’Brien, Jr., Patricia O’Brien, Mary
Kay Wyand and her husband Daniel,
John O’Brien and his wife Kathy, Anne
Booska and her husband Joseph, Daniel
O’Brien and his wife Angela, and Sheila
O’Brien, as well as CPL Perreault’s 18
great-nieces and great-nephews, and 23
great-great-nieces and great-great-
nephews.

I have long believed that we have a
responsibility to families like CPL
Perreault’s to account for those miss-
ing in action from all conflicts. I com-
mend the POW/MIA Accounting Agen-
cy for their tireless efforts to locate
and identify the remains of CPL
Perreault, more than six decades after
he first went missing.

I also want to thank the U.S. Army,
the Vermont Army National Guard,
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars for
their assistance in returning CPL
Perrault’s remains to his family. Last-
ly, I also want to thank the staff at
Delta Airlines and Burlington Inter-
national Airport who made it possible
for CPL Perreault’s remains to be
flown home to Vermont, where they
will be received with full military hon-
ors, surrounded by his family.

At long last, George Albert
Perreault, Jr., will be laid to rest in
Vermont on Saturday, May 13, next to
his parents, George and Yvonne
Perreault.

——————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME-
BUILDERS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, as a re-
altor and the former owner of a real es-
tate company, it is my great pleasure
today to congratulate the National As-
sociation of Home Builders on its 75th
anniversary.

The National Association of Home
Builders was established in 1942 to rep-

S2879

resent the interests of the Nation’s
homebuilding industry and to help cre-
ate a business environment that facili-
tates homebuilding, enables more
Americans to achieve homeownership,
and provides for ample rental housing
for all income levels. The National As-
sociation of Home Builders’ member-
ship includes not just builders, but pro-
fessionals in a broad range of fields
who are part of the homebuilding in-
dustry, including those who remodel,
update, and help maintain existing
homes.

For many years, the goal set forth in
the Housing Act of 1949 of ‘‘a decent
home and a suitable living environ-
ment for every American family’’ has
been a guiding principle for America’s
homebuilders, and they have made
great strides in achieving that goal.

Since 1942, the total number of hous-
ing units in the United States has more
than tripled, increasing from about 35
million to almost 136 million. Also the
Nation’s homeownership rate has in-
creased from about 44 percent to al-
most 64 percent. Moreover, the Na-
tion’s standard of living has increased
significantly thanks to the efforts of
the National Association of Home
Builders’ members, who build about 80
percent of the new homes constructed
in the United States each year.

The members of the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders have served
as a driving force behind the signifi-
cant advances in the quality of the na-
tion’s housing and the resulting im-
provement in quality of life for Ameri-
cans. America’s homebuilders play im-
portant roles in the fabric of their com-
munities, and they are essential to the
Nation’s economic health. Home-
building accounts for about 16 percent
of the total U.S. economy.

I congratulate the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders and its members
on the organization’s 756th anniversary
and encourage my colleagues in the
Senate to reflect on the crucial role
the homebuilding industry has played
over the last 75 years in our Nation’s
economy and the lives of our people.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING DON DUNWELL

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to remember the life of Don
Dunwell—journalist, husband, father,
and community leader.

Don was known for his thoughtful
interview style, creative storytelling,
and ability to connect with the thou-
sands of viewers who entrusted him to
deliver the news.

It was common to find Don teaching
and mentoring young reporters about
the ins and outs of journalism.

He believed fiercely in the free press
and the strong ethics that were re-
quired to be a trusted source of infor-
mation.

He never took his platform for grant-
ed and used it to make Montana and
this Nation a better place.
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