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Colyer is a native of Sheridan, WY, 

and a graduate of Hamilton College. He 
studied environmental studies and geo-
sciences, as well as comparative lit-
erature. He has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Colyer for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL PATRICK 
KERR 

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize the military 
career of COL Patrick Kerr, who is re-
tiring from Active Duty on June 1, 2017 
after serving more than 26 years in the 
U.S. Army. 

Colonel Kerr was commissioned into 
the Army as a second lieutenant 
through the ROTC program at James 
Madison University in 1990. Over the 
course of his long career, Colonel Kerr 
served at every leadership level in the 
Army from platoon leader in the 63rd 
Signal Battalion to brigade com-
mander of the Army Information Sys-
tems Engineering Command at Fort 
Huachuca. During his brigade com-
mand, Colonel Kerr’s unit defended 
Army networks against daily attacks 
and conducted cyber space and network 
operations in support of the warfighter. 

Throughout his time in the Army, 
Colonel Kerr has been a leader in the 
incredibly important battlefield of 
cyber security and network commu-
nications. It is difficult to imagine as-
pects of the military that have changed 
more in the last quarter century than 
military communications, information 
technology, and cyber security. Colonel 
Kerr provided extraordinary leadership 
for the Army to navigate through the 
many challenges of building, operating, 
and protecting Army and Defense De-
partment communications networks. 

Prior to his current assignment in 
Arizona, Colonel Kerr was the deputy 
operations officer for recently created 
Army Cyber Command. He also com-
manded the 53rd Signal Battalion, 
which operates the Department of De-
fense’s constellation of military com-
mand and control satellites, providing 
secure and protected communications 
around the globe. Colonel Kerr also 
served as executive officer of the 44th 
Signal Battalion for its deployment to 
Afghanistan during the first par-
liamentary elections for the new gov-
ernment in 2005. As a young officer, 
Colonel Kerr also deployed to Somalia 
for Operation Continue Hope; to 
Kosovo as part of the NATO stabiliza-
tion force operations; and to Central 
Command for Operation Provide Com-
fort. 

Colonel Kerr has received numerous 
awards, including the Legion of Merit, 

with oakleaf cluster, Bronze Star, De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, with 
two oakleaf clusters, and the Meri-
torious Service Medal, with two 
oakleaf clusters). He has earned the 
U.S. Air Force Space Badge and is a re-
cipient of the Signal Corps Regiment 
Silver Order of Mercury. 

Finally, Colonel Kerr provided 
mentorship to countless soldiers 
throughout his career. He is known for 
going the extra mile in professionally 
developing his subordinates and truly 
preparing them for their next leader-
ship role. In fact, Colonel Kerr’s advice 
and counsel is regularly sought by all 
who work with him to include his peers 
and superiors. 

Colonel Kerr is retiring in Vail, AZ, 
with his family. He has been married to 
his wife, Wendy, for over 25 years, and 
they have two children, Noelle and 
Peter. For a career soldier, the support 
of family is vital, and I sincerely thank 
Wendy, Noelle, and Peter for their sac-
rifice and support during their numer-
ous deployments and moves. 

For a career of exceptional service to 
the Army and to the Nation, I con-
gratulate COL Patrick Kerr on his re-
tirement and I wish him and his family 
well in their future endeavors.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to section 301 
of the Congressional Accountability 
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381), as amended, 
and section 1(b) of Public Law 115–19, 
the Speaker and Minority Leader of 
the House of Representatives and the 
Majority and Minority Leaders of the 
United States Senate jointly reappoint 
the following individuals effective May 
13, 2017, each to a 5-year term on the 
Board of Directors of the Office of 
Compliance: Ms. Barbara L. Camens of 
Washington, DC and Ms. Roberta L. 
Holzwarth of Rockford, Illinois. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments: 

S. 218. A bill to restrict the inclusion of so-
cial security account numbers on documents 
sent by mail by the Federal Government, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115–62). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. FISCHER: 
S. 1119. A bill to authorize appropriations 

for fiscal years 2018 and 2019 for the Federal 
Maritime Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 1120. A bill for the relief of Valent 

Kolami; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Ms. WAR-

REN, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE): 

S. 1121. A bill to establish a postsecondary 
student data system; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. WARREN, Mr. FRANKEN, 
and Ms. HASSAN): 

S. 1122. A bill to amend the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act of 1970 to clarify when 
the time period for the issuance of citations 
under such Act begins and to require a rule 
to clarify that an employer’s duty to make 
and maintain accurate records of work-re-
lated injuries and illnesses is an ongoing ob-
ligation; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms. 
HASSAN): 

S. 1123. A bill to reauthorize the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. CORNYN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 1124. A bill to grant the Director of the 
United States Marshals Service authority to 
appoint criminal investigators in the ex-
cepted service; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 1125. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide Federal Pell 
Grants to Iraq and Afghanistan veteran’s de-
pendents; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. STRANGE (for himself and Mr. 
PERDUE): 

S. 1126. A bill to prohibit certain Federal 
funds from being available to sanctuary ju-
risdictions that refuse to cooperate with the 
Federal Government on immigration mat-
ters or retaliate against border security con-
tractors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 41 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 41, a bill to amend part D of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
quire the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to negotiate covered 
part D drug prices on behalf of Medi-
care beneficiaries. 

S. 98 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 98, a bill to reduce a portion of 
the annual pay of Members of Congress 
for the failure to adopt a concurrent 
resolution on the budget which does 
not provide for a balanced budget, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 207 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 207, a bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act relating to 
controlled substance analogues. 

S. 292 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:09 May 16, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15MY6.018 S15MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T15:38:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




