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ACHIEVEMENTS OF U.S. MARINE
CORPS IN WORLD WAR I

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to recognize the U.S. Marine Corps’
achievements in World War I. At the entry of
the United States into World War |, the Marine
Corps was relatively small and relegated to
ship-borne duty and small expeditionary out-
posts in far flung locations, such as China and
the Caribbean, numbering less than 14,000 of-
ficers and men. By the end of the war, the
Corps had swelled to more than 75,000; of
which 30,000 were ground combat forces in
France, and another 1,600 served with the
U.S. Navy in Europe on board ships, on
shore, and with the Navy’s aviation force, the
Northern Bombing Group.

The 5th and 6th Regiments as well as the
6th Machine Gun Battalion formed the 4th Bri-
gade under the U.S. Army’s 2d Division in late
1917. Their baptism by fire came at Belleau
Wood in June 1918 when the 2d Division halt-
ed the German advance toward Paris through
three weeks of bloody fighting. The Marines
continued to prove their mettle throughout the
summer and fall of 1918 at Soissons, St.
Mihiel, Blanc Mont, and Meuse-Argonne. At
the end of the war, the 4th Brigade remained
as part of the 3d Army, occupying Germany
along the Rhine River.

While the 4th Brigade battled the Germans,
the 5th Brigade arrived in France and served
as part of the Army’s Service of Supply to the
entire American Expeditionary Forces, as well
as provided a pool of replacements to the 4th
Brigade. The First Marine Aviation Force
(FMAF), as part of the Northern Bombing
Group, arrived in late summer 1918 and oper-
ated over the English Channel and Belgian
coast from Calais, France, conducting antisub-
marine patrols, bombing German submarine
pens, and even providing close air support
and food drops to Entente troops in Belgium.
On a smaller scale, the First Marine Aero-
nautic Company conducted antisubmarine pa-
trols out of Ponta Delgada, Azores.

In the six months of fighting on the Western
Front, the Marine Corps suffered approxi-
mately 12,000 casualties; 8 Marines earned
the Medal of Honor, and another 152 Marines
earned the Navy Cross. The Marine reputation
as a fierce fighting force was well earned, and
whether on “land, air, or sea,” the American
people can be undeniably proud of the per-
formance of their Marine Corps in World War
.

———

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF
2017

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 4, 2017

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
1628 is an assault on hard-working Americans
and their families.

Trumpcare is sickness care for millions of
Americans who will lose their healthcare cov-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

erage and have to receive healthcare in hos-
pital emergency rooms.

Trumpcare is tax care for the 400 richest
families, who will receive about $7 million a
year ad infinitum if this bill becomes law.

Trumpcare is less care for Americans who
will buy cheap health insurance policies and
find they are worthless when they get sick and
need care.

Trumpcare is insufficient care after the $8
billion over 5 years for high-risk pools in this
bill runs out across the country.

Trumpcare is discriminatory care when
states can determine that you deserve
unaffordable high risk care.

Trumpcare is no care for Americans with
pre-existing conditions who cannot afford their
premiums.

Trumpcare is a careless political scheme
concocted to win elections and line the pock-
ets of the very wealthy at the expense of the
millions who will lose healthcare.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO DIS-
PLAY THE FLAG IN HONOR OF
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MAYORS ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce a bill that would make a small but signifi-
cant change to federal law by adding the
Mayor of the District of Columbia to the list of
named principals for whom the President can
order the U.S. flag be flown at half-staff. Cur-
rent law states that the President shall make
this order “upon the death of principal figures
of the United States Government and the Gov-
ernor of a State, territory, or possession, as a
mark of respect to their memory.” Surely the
death of a cunent or former D.C. Mayor
should qualify as a principal. My bill would add
D.C. Mayors, who have many of the same re-
sponsibilities as state and territory governors,
to the current list of officials. This bill is a con-
tinuation of our “Free and Equal D.C.” series
to ensure fair recognition of the nearly
700,000 citizens of the District of Columbia.

Congress already acknowledges that D.C.
deserves a place among the states for certain
honors, and this addition is not as great as
others Congress has already recognized. We
have already won congressional recognition of
D.C. in situations where the city was over-
looked while honoring the states. For example,
our legislation ensured that the District of Co-
lumbia War Memorial honored only District
residents who served in World War | and that
D.C.’s Frederick Douglass statue sits in the
Capitol alongside statues from the 50 states.
We also successfully worked with the U.S.
Postal Service to create a D.C. stamp, like the
stamps for the 50 states, and worked with the
National Park Service to add the D.C. flag
alongside the state flags across from Union
Station.

Legislation was also enacted to give D.C. a
coin after it was omitted from legislation cre-
ating coins for the 50 states. Legislation was
needed to require the armed services to dis-
play the District flag whenever the flags of the
states are displayed. With this acknowledge-
ment, it is not too much to ask Congress to

May 16, 2017

add the Mayor to the list of principals who are
recognized upon their deaths.
| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

TERRY WETHERILL

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Terry Wetherill, who recently received
the Emergency Manager of the Year Award.
Terry is the Mineral County emergency man-
ager and search and rescue coordinator. As
part of the Mineral County Search and Rescue
team, he serves as an EMT in the County Am-
bulance Service and as a fireman in the Vol-
unteer Fire Department. Terry’s roots in the
community run deep. Terry’s family was one
of Mineral County’s founding families, settling
there over one hundred years ago. Terry
made his home in Creede after 29 years of
service in the U.S. Navy.

As Mineral County Emergency Manager,
Terry has spearheaded the use of technology
to aid in difficult search and rescue missions
in the San Luis Valley in situations where all-
terrain vehicles and snowmobiles can’t access
those in need of emergency services. Ava-
lanches and steep cliffs create treacherous
conditions in parts of the San Luis Valley, and
the drone helps prevent rescuers from having
to put themselves in life-threatening situations,
Thanks to the work of Terry’s office, Archuleta,
Hinsdale, Mineral, and Rio Grande counties
will now have access to this life saving drone.

Mr. Speaker, Terry Wetherill's service to
Colorado and his commitment to safety and
security in the San Luis Valley is commend-
able and we are fortunate to have him, He is
well-deserving of this honor, and | wish him
the very best in the future.

———

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the dedicated law enforcement officers
who serve and protect communities in Min-
nesota and across the United States and to
remember those who have lost their lives in
the line of duty.

In Minnesota’s Fourth District and through-
out America, police and peace officers bear an
enormous responsibility. In local departments,
state agencies, and for the federal govern-
ment, the women and men of law enforcement
put their lives on the line each and every day
to keep our families and communities safe.

As Ranking Member of Interior-Environment
Appropriations Subcommittee, | am particularly
mindful of the work and sacrifice of federal law
enforcement officers whose tasks range from
serving Americans visiting our National Parks
to protecting our natural resources.

This National Peace Officers Memorial Day
and Police Week, we remember our fallen law
enforcement officers. Last year, more than
140 officers lost their lives in the line of duty.
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