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HONORING CONGRESSMAN ED
YOUNG

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on May 12, 2017, South Carolina honored
distinguished Southern Gentleman and former
Congressman Ed Young of Florence. He was
a World War Il hero, a dedicated family man,
a committed Christian, a farmer, a real estate
developer creating jobs, and a pioneer public
servant who helped develop the two-party sys-
tem in South Carolina.

The following thoughtful obituary was pub-
lished May 11, 2017, in the Florence Morning
News:

A hero was lost to the Florence commu-
nity, the greater Pee Dee area, the state of
South Carolina, and our nation when Edward
Lunn Young died on May 9, 2017 at the age of
96. Surrounded by his loving family, he
passed away in the home where he was born
in 1920.

Ed grew up on his family’s farm in the Ebe-
nezer community and attended Florence
High School. He enrolled in the Corps of Ca-
dets at Clemson University, where he ma-
jored in dairying and played Reveille on the
bugle each morning and Taps each night. He
graduated in 1941 and, like many young men
of his generation, went off to war. Ed joined
the Army Air Corps and flew P-38 fighter
missions in the South Pacific. After comple-
tion of his required missions, Ed requested to
remain in the theater, flying a total of 195
combat missions. For his valor, Major Young
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
and the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clus-
ters.

After the war, Ed returned to Ebenezer and
the home where he grew up, following in his
father’s footsteps raising dairy cattle, and
growing cotton, corn, soybeans, and tobacco.
Although farming was a life calling for Ed, it
was not his only calling. He became involved
in state politics, serving in the South Caro-
lina Legislature from 1957-1960. His service
at the state level was followed by a term as
his district’s first Republican to the US Con-
gress in 1973.

Mr. Young’s devotion to service was hardly
limited to politics. Among his many activi-
ties, he served frequently throughout his life
as a Member or Chairman of the Board of
Deacons of Ebenezer Baptist Church, Presi-
dent of Coble Dairy, President of the Flor-
ence County Farm Bureau, President of
South Carolina Association of Young Farm-
ers, Member of the South Carolina State De-
velopment Board and Chairman of the Great-
er Florence Chamber of Commerce, among
many others.

Ed was selected Outstanding Young Farm-
er of the Year by South Carolina Association
of Young Farmers and awarded Outstanding
Man of the Year in Agriculture by Progres-
sive Farmer magazine; he also received the
Distinguished Service Award from Clemson
University and the Distinguished Agricul-
tural Award, presented by the South Caro-
lina Cooperative Council.

Ed is perhaps best known in the Pee Dee
area for his tenure as the host of the South-
east Almanac television show in the 1960s.
He is also well known in the community for
participating weekly for over 50 years on the
live Sunday morning radio program, Radio
Sunday School. Another weekly occurrence
was his attendance at The Rotary Club of
Florence, where he led the singing and even-
tually became a life member. In 1996, he was
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honored with the Rotarian President’s
Award for Distinguished Service.

In the business world, Ed was instrumental
in several real estate developments including
Oakdale Country Club, Forest Lake, as well
as hotels in Florence and Surfside Beach. He
combined his love of real estate projects and
love of community by donating land for the
Florence Civic Center and Veterans Military
Park in Florence.

More than any of these interests, Ed’s
strongest and highest devotion was to Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church. He and his wife,
‘“‘Hatsy,” taught Sunday School for over 50
years, and both were devoted members of the
church choir.

While Ed Young has been a hero to his
community and nation, he was more than
any of these, a hero to his loving family. Ed
is survived by his wife and ‘‘bride” of 71
years Harriet (‘‘Hatsy’’) Yeargin Young, and
his four daughters and sons-in-law: Dr. Clau-
dia Venable & Dr. Greg Brigman of Atlanta,
GA, Dr. John & Harriet Charles of Myrtle
Beach, SC, Dr. Farrell & Virginia Gean of
Simi Valley, CA, and Rev. Jay & Rebecca
Madden of Atlanta, GA. Ed leaves behind
seven adoring grandchildren: Julia Charles,
Lillian Charles, Luke Venable, Austin
Charles, Sarah Venable, Neale Madden, and
William Madden. Ed’s family attributes his
success and long life to a grapefruit every
morning, a nap every afternoon, and his
never-failing optimistic spirit. He never met
a stranger and everywhere he went, he would
ask each person his or her name. Ms charm,
handshake and the twinkle in his eye made
everyone he met feel special.

He is predeceased by his three brothers:
William (Bill) Young, James (Jay) Young,
and John Young and his grandson, Henry
Brockington (Brock) Madden.

The family extends their deepest gratitude
to Dr. Steven Ross, not only for his excellent
medical care, but also for his personal devo-
tion and his wisdom over the past several
years. Gratitude is also extended to the team
that provided continuous care at his home
and to McLeod Hospice for their superb car-
ing attendance and reassurance during these
final months. The family extends heartfelt
love and admiration to Ed’s dearest friend
and coworker, Mr. Nathan Faison, for his
lifelong friendship and support. They also
thank the many along the way who have
prayed and extended sweet thoughtfulness to
the family.

In lieu of food and flowers, contributions
may be sent to the Ebenezer Baptist Church
Building Fund, 524 S. Ebenezer Rd., Florence,
SC 29501.

The funeral service will be held at Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church, 524 S. Ebenezer Rd. in
Florence on May 12, 2017 at 2:00 pm, with bur-
ial following in the church cemetery with
full military honors. The Youngs will receive
visitors after the funeral at their home until
5:30 pm.

Waters-Powell Funeral Home is entrusted
with arrangements.

———

THE AMERICAN WRITERS MU-
SEUM—CELEBRATING THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF LITERATURE TO
OUR NATION

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today is
the official opening of the American Writers
Museum, a unique center that celebrates the
many contributions that writers have made to
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our history, our culture, our understanding and
our enjoyment. The American Writers Museum
does not just document the wonderful record
of literature in America, it will inspire this and
future generations to read and to write, ensur-
ing that our rich national tradition will continue.

The museum is the brainchild of Malcolm
O’Hagan, a retired Irish manufacturing execu-
tive, who eight years ago decided that Amer-
ican writers deserved recognition. He knew
that there was no museum to highlight our
American literary legacy and, rather than just
ask why not, he acted. As a result, beginning
today, we will for the first time have a museum
dedicated to showing the importance of sto-
ries, language and literature.

| am very proud that the decision was made
to house this unique national museum in Chi-
cago, recognizing the many wonderful writers
based in the city and the importance of the
Midwest in our nation’s cultural history. The
American Writers Museum is a wonderful ad-
dition to our city. As Mayor Rahm Emanuel
has said, the “museum will complement the
rich offerings of the city’s theaters, museum, li-
brary and musical activites and add signifi-
cantly to Chicago’s vitality.” | am reminded
today of my predecessor, Representative Sid-
ney Yates, a legendary champion of the arts.
| know that he would be very happy to cele-
brate the opening of the American Writers Mu-
seum in Chicago and to recognize the impor-
tance of literature in our lives and in our na-
tional community.

| want to thank Mr. O’Hagan for his suc-
cessful efforts and the board, designers, con-
tributors and many volunteers who brought
this Museum into being. | hope that people
from around the country will come to Chicago
to visit the American Writers Museum to learn,
reflect, enjoy and be inspired to unleash their
own creativity.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND
OPENING OF EXPERIMAC

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the grand opening of Experimac in
Manassas, Virginia, a retail and tech service
store specializing in preowned Apple com-
puters and devices. In addition to preowned
product sales, Experimac also offers a variety
of services, including screen repairs,
diagnostics and troubleshooting, software in-
stallation, and more. With its prime location on
Sudley Road in Manassas, | look forward to
the valuable services Experimac will afford
many members of the Manassas community.

My constituents, Ron Mosley and his wife,
Benita Fitzgerald Mosley, are the proprietors
of this Experimac location, and given their il-
lustrious careers and backgrounds, | am con-
fident the store will be a tremendous success.
Benita, currently the CEO of Laureus Sport
For Good Foundation, was born and raised in
Manassas and Woodbridge, Virginia and is an
Olympic Gold Medalist, and Ron studied elec-
trical engineering at Brown University and has
worked as a sales and marketing executive for
over 15 years. In 2016, the two decided to re-
turn to Virginia to start a business that would
support their community through both job cre-
ation and service.
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While Experimac itself operates under the
United Franchise Group umbrella and has
more than 170 locations across the country,
the broader company’s success speaks to the
need for local technology experts in today’s
competitive secondhand tech market. | am
grateful for the resources the Manassas loca-
tion will provide everyday customers, schools,
and businesses.

In today’s competitive economy, businesses
like Experimac not only assist people with the
services they offer, but they also foster strong
local and secondhand economies. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask that my colleagues join me in ap-
plauding the Grand Opening of Experimac. |
am very thankful for the broad range of oppor-
tunities it will afford my constituents of Vir-
ginia’s 10th District, and | look forward to the
positive impact it will have on individuals,
schools, businesses, and our commonwealth
as a whole.

———

H.R. 244, THE FY2017 CONSOLI-
DATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
did not ultimately support this legislation, how-
ever, there is much contained within the bill’'s
almost 1700 pages of statutory text in addition
to the explanatory statement that will advance
the safety, security and economy of our great
nation.

The bill includes $551.1 billion in base de-
fense discretionary funding and $76.99 billion
in Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO)/
Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) defense
funding. The total FY2017 defense funding is
$598.5 billion, $25.7 billion over FY16 levels,
and includes $21 billion in new funding re-
quested by the Administration. These funds
provide for our national defense, pay our
troops, and provide the resources and equip-
ment our military needs to restore readiness,
and protect our national security. | support
these amounts to ensure American troops
have what they need as we continue to en-
gage threats to our national and homeland se-
curity around the world. Mr. Speaker, this bill
also takes the first of many steps toward addi-
tional border security improvements by pro-
viding $1.5 billion for critical funding for infra-
structure, innovative technology, and agents at
the border.

Other key provisions that | support include
putting appropriate parameters in place for the
Environmental Protection Agency; and pro-
viding $50 million in additional current-year
funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs
to improve opioid and substance abuse pre-
vention and treatment for veterans.

Mr. Speaker, the bill also and importantly
provides $57.7 billion for our nation’s infra-
structure, provides funding consistent with au-
thorized levels in the FAST Act, which | was
involved in crafting, and $948 million in addi-
tional disaster relief for the Emergency Relief
Program and Community Development Block
Grant disaster recovery assistance. Impor-
tantly, the bill includes $15 million that | re-
quested for the state and local law enforce-
ment agencies through the Bureau of Justice
Assistance. These agencies experienced so
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many challenges over the last several months.
These challenges include a police-involved
shooting on July 5, 2016 and subsequent vio-
lent protests, the ambush and murder of Baton
Rouge City Police and East Baton Rouge Par-
ish Sheriff Deputies on July 17, 2016 and a
1000-year flood event in mid-August of the
same year. Five of our officers were shot in
the ambush and the flood resulted in the loss
of an estimated 100 police vehicles, critical
law enforcement equipment, weapons and
personal and family losses for many of our
peacekeepers.

Mr. Speaker, ultimately | could not vote for
this bill despite the numerous provisions | sup-
port because appropriating over a trillion dol-
lars in thousands of pages of new text over a
few days does not afford the degree of trans-
parency and consideration that | believe we
should have. Further, the bill represents a lost
opportunity to deliver on the commitment to-
wards the recovery needs of tens of thou-
sands of flood victims in my district and state
of Louisiana. As | mentioned, there are provi-
sions that can help, like providing some assist-
ance through Community Development Block
Grants—of which Louisiana victims will receive
a small. Yet this funding varies wildly from the
assessed needs of both HUD and the state.
This is wholly inadequate given the scale of
the flood event that struck Louisiana last Au-
gust. That is why | offered four amendments
to the bill that would have increased the total
amount of Community Development Block
Grants available to disaster impacted areas by
$750 million, made $100 million available for
Army Corps projects like the Comite River Di-
version Canal to reduce the risk of future flood
events, and provide much needed relief for
our local school districts as they seek to re-
build and reopen 8 months after the flood.
These amendments were not ultimately adopt-
ed, but | will continue to fight and advocate for
these priorities and more as we work on a
FY2018 funding bill.

Mr. Speaker, | feel strongly about the fed-
eral government’s need to balance the budget,
eliminate deficits and pay on the national debt.
There is this misconception that under-funding
CDBG-DR recovery assistance saves money.
The reality is that we requested a fraction of
the per capita assistance afforded to the vic-
tims of Hurricane Sandy and this calculation
excludes the tens of billions of recovery fund-
ing provided in other federal programs. We
have no desire to be greedy, but Americans
need to know that when a catastrophic event
occurs their government will be there—that we
have their back. We have already seen many
leave our community, bankruptcies, homes
foreclosed, flood victims selling their homes
for a fraction of the pre-flood value and many
still living in tents, travel trailers, gutted homes
and other inappropriate conditions. Rather
than tailoring an appropriate response for this
extraordinary flood, our own government’s bu-
reaucracy at the state and federal level are
contributing to the pain rather than easing it.
We can and should do better.
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CONGRATULATING TAIWAN PRESI-
DENT TSAI ING-WEN AND HEAD-
WAY IN THE ARENA OF WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, since President Tsai Ing-wen as-
sumed office last May, Taiwan has taken
steps to bolster women’s empowerment at
home and abroad. In November 2016, Taiwan
and the U.S. announced their intention to joint-
ly support the establishment of a subfund on
women and the economy under the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC).

This joint initiative will allow the 21 members
of APEC to apply for funding for new or exist-
ing programs with the aim of improving wom-
en’s economic empowerment. The subfund,
created through a mutually trusting relation-
ship between Washington and Taipei, high-
lights Taiwan’s meaningful participation in the
international community. In particular, the
subfund will promote women’s empowerment
in the areas of capital and market access,
skills and capacity building, women’s leader-
ship and agency, and innovation and tech-
nology. Women’s empowerment is a key area
of collaboration under the Global Cooperation
and Training Framework (GCTF) established
by the U.S. and Taiwan that President Tsai’s
administration has been focusing on.

Taiwan continues to make significant head-
way in the arena of women’s empowerment. |
congratulate President Tsai on her first anni-
versary as the President of Taiwan, and | look
forward to an even closer U.S.-Taiwan co-
operation under her leadership in the years to
come.

———

HONORING SCOUTMASTER JIM
RICARD

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on May 15, 2017, a Celebration of the
Resurrected Life of Jim Ricard took place at
Faith Lutheran Church of West Columbia,
South Carolina. Services were lovingly con-
ducted by Pastor M. David Kiel who eulogized
that Jim “made a difference in our part of the
world.” The Wilson family especially appre-
ciates Jim’s service as Scoutmaster of Troop
1, where our four sons achieved the rank of
Eagle Scouts.

The following thoughtful obituary was in-
cluded in the church bulletin:

Haskel James ‘‘Jim’’ Ricard Jr., a baptized
Christian and lifelong member of Faith Lu-
theran Church, entered into God’s loving em-
brace on May 12, 2017. He was born January
4, 1942 in Springdale, South Carolina. He was
the oldest son of Hack and Melva Ricard.

Jim is survived by his wife of 52 years,
JoAnn S. Ricard, and three children, Jamey
Ricard (Jeanne), Juston Ricard (Tammy),
and Joni Coleman (Brad). His grandchildren
are Tanner, Jacob, Sydney, Josie, Jayne, and
sister-in-law, Cindy. He was predeceased by
his brother, Bobby Ricard.
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