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all across America, that, again, at this 
special time when students are grad-
uating, we can do a really positive 
thing to help students and families all 
across America. 

f 

FUTURE OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, after 16 
years, $800 billion, over 2,000 Americans 
killed, and 20,000 Americans severely 
wounded in Afghanistan, it is time that 
the House of Representatives has a de-
bate on our future involvement in Af-
ghanistan. Mr. Speaker, let me remind 
you again: We have been there 16 years, 
and nothing has changed at all. 

H.R. 1666 is a bill introduced by JOHN 
GARAMENDI from California and me. All 
this bill does is to say that the House 
of Representatives, after 16 years, will 
have a debate on the future involve-
ment of our country in Afghanistan. 

Obviously, Members of Congress can 
vote for this bill or against this bill. 
We are just saying that, after 16 years, 
it is time for the Congress to meet its 
constitutional responsibility and to 
have a debate on the future of America. 
We owe this to our military. We owe it 
to the taxpayers of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, we have 300 Members of 
Congress today that were not here in 
2001. 2001 was the last time we had a de-
bate on this floor of the House, a mean-
ingful debate, on the future of Afghani-
stan. In fact, the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, General Kulack, now re-
tired, has been one of the biggest sup-
porters of mine in saying that it is 
time for the American people to put 
pressure on their Member of Congress 
to say debate the future of Afghanistan 
and maybe to put pressure on our Con-
gress to say it is time to come home 
from Afghanistan. 

I have Camp Lejeune Marine Base in 
the Third District of North Carolina, 
which I have the privilege to represent. 
I have talked to many, many marines 
who have been to Afghanistan, and, Mr. 
Speaker, almost every one of them will 
tell you: Nothing is going to change. 
Many of those marines I am talking 
about, Mr. Speaker, have been there 
three, four, and five times. 

Mr. Speaker, Afghanistan is known 
as the graveyard of empires. Why in 
the world are we continuing to spend 
our money, but, more importantly, our 
young men and women, over in a coun-
try that will never change no matter 
what you do? It is a tribal nation. It is 
a nation that will never change. 

That is why I hope my colleagues in 
Congress will join JOHN GARAMENDI and 
me in H.R. 1666 that only asks the 
Speaker of the House, PAUL RYAN, to 
let us have this debate on the floor of 
the House. After 16 years, we owe it to 
the military, and we owe it to the tax-
payers to say that we are listening to 
the taxpayers and our military. Let’s 

debate the future of America in Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to ask 
God to please bless our men and women 
in uniform, to please bless the families 
of our men and women in uniform, to 
ask God in His arms to hold the fami-
lies who have given a child dying for 
freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. I ask 
God to please bless the House and wake 
the House up that we will debate the 
future of Afghanistan. And I will ask 
three times, God, please, God, please, 
God, please, bless America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MITCHELL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Bruce Hargrave, Bruce Hargrave 
Ministries and Charities, Rowlett, 
Texas, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we thank You this 
day for the bountiful blessings You 
have poured out upon the peoples of 
the United States of America and to 
the men and women elected and assem-
bled here today to serve the ‘‘We the 
People.’’ 

Grant us, O God, Your grace, knowl-
edge, and wisdom in the affairs that we 
will deliberate, debate, and vote upon. 
May the outcome of our endeavors be 
for the great benefit of the American 
people. 

Help these Members as Representa-
tives of their various congressional dis-
tricts be more than an elected Rep-
resentative. Help each of them to be 
servant leaders guiding all of us to 
greater heights and achievements for 
all the American people. 

I ask all of this in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. BRUCE 
HARGRAVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to thank the gentleman who has 
just given our invocation, Dr. Bruce 
Hargrave. As a faith leader, a city 
council member in Rowlett, Texas, and 
a trusted member of his community, he 
has dedicated his life to helping others. 
He has served in the Baptist and 
United Methodist churches for more 
than 40 years and continues to help 
those not only in need in his commu-
nity, but those who seek him out and 
who he seeks through spiritual and 
emotional guidance. 

As a civil servant, Bruce has played 
an integral role in his community. He 
is a member of the Rowlett Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rowlett Rotary 
Club, where he is a Paul Harris Fellow. 

In the wake of the devastating tor-
nados that hit north Texas over a year 
ago on December 26, Bruce decided that 
he wanted to do more than just help 
but rather to rebuild the city that he 
called home. So he ran for the city 
council and was elected to serve in 
May. 

It truly is a distinct honor not only 
to have a well-respected person from 
Rowlett, Texas, in the 32nd Congres-
sional District with us today, but it 
highlights how important it is that 
each of the Members of Congress who 
are so proud of those that we represent 
come to our great Nation, our Nation’s 
Capital, and not only give us best wish-
es but pray for our success. 

I would like to thank the Honorable 
Dr. Bruce Hargrave for his service to 
not only Rowlett, Texas, to his coun-
try, but also to our Lord. And I thank 
him very much. 

God bless Texas, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE 
WEEK 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this week is National Police 
Week, a time each year when we honor 
the service and sacrifice of our Na-
tion’s heroes in blue. 

At this particular time, I especially 
cherish the memory of Officer Greg 
Alia, a veteran of the Forest Acres Po-
lice Department. He was a hard-
working, humble man, an Eagle Scout, 
a graduate of Richland Northeast High 
School and the University of South 
Carolina. 
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