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May 16, 2017

President Trump’s tax returns and give
the American people the transparency
they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the oral an-
nouncement of the resolution in order
that the entire text appears in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the President shall imme-
diately disclose his tax return information
to Congress and the American people.

Whereas, in the United States’ system of
checks and balances, Congress has a respon-
sibility to hold the Executive Branch of gov-
ernment to the highest standard of trans-
parency to ensure the public interest is
placed first;

Whereas, according to the Tax History
Project, every President since Gerald Ford
has disclosed their tax return information to
the public;

Whereas, tax returns provide an important
baseline disclosure because they contain
highly instructive information including
whether the candidate paid taxes, what they
own, what they have borrowed and from
whom, whether they have made any chari-
table donations, and whether they have
taken advantage of tax loopholes;

Whereas, disclosure of the President’s tax
returns could help those investigating Rus-
sian influence in the 2016 election understand
the President’s financial ties to the Russian
Federation and Russian citizens, including
debts owed and whether he shares any part-
nership interests, equity interests, joint ven-
tures or licensing agreements with Russia or
Russians;

Whereas, the President fired FBI Director
James Comey last week, whose FBI was in-
vestigating whether the Trump campaign
colluded with Russia to influence the 2016
election

Whereas, Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
who made the recommendation to fire Direc-
tor Comey, during sworn testimony ne-
glected to mention his contacts with the
Russian ambassador and recused himself
from anything involving the Russian inves-
tigation;

Whereas, Senate Russia investigators have
requested information from the Treasury De-
partment’s criminal investigation division,
the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network,
or FinCEN, which handles cases of money
laundering, for information related to Presi-
dent Trump, his top officials and campaign
aides. FinCEN has been investigating allega-
tions of foreign money-laundering through
purchases of U.S. real estate;

Whereas, the President’s tax returns would
show us whether he has foreign bank ac-
counts and how much profit he receives from
his ownership in myriad partnerships;

Whereas, the President hired a law firm to
send a letter to Senator Lindsey Graham to
fight suggestions he has Russian business
ties; this letter left open the question wheth-
er Mr. Trump or his firms received Russian
income or loans or derived income from Rus-
sian-linked partnerships.

Whereas, Donald Trump Jr. said the Trump
Organization saw money ‘‘pouring in from
Russia’ and that ‘‘Russians make up a pret-
ty disproportionate cross-section of a lot of
our assets.”

Whereas, the White House will not confirm
whether the President has filed a 2016 tax re-
turn;
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Whereas, Congress gave itself the author-
ity to review an individual’s tax returns to
investigate and reveal possible conflicts of
interest of executive branch officials in-
volved in the Teapot Dome scandal.

Whereas, President Donald Trump’s execu-
tive order on the Review of designations
under the Antiquities Act has directed the
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to
review national monuments that presidents
have designated or expanded since 1996.

Whereas, this review was praised by indus-
try groups who could benefit financially
from oil, gas and mining and condemned by
environmental organizations concerned this
review will scrap or scale back critical fed-
eral designation to protect tribal and his-
toric lands.

Whereas, the American people are in the
dark to knowing if this review was started to
justify selling or leasing public lands to pri-
vate corporations that could enrich the
President or his business partners without
reviewing the President’s tax returns.

Whereas, it has been reported that federal
prosecutors have issued grand jury sub-
poenas to associates of former National Se-
curity Advisor Michael Flynn seeking busi-
ness records as part of the ongoing probe
into Russian involvement in the 2016 elec-
tion;

Whereas, according to his 2016 candidate
filing with the Federal Election Commission,
the President has 564 financial positions in
companies located in the United States and
around the world;

Whereas, against the advice of ethics at-
torneys and the Office of Government Ethics,
the President has refused to divest his own-
ership stake in his businesses; and can still
withdraw funds at any time from the trust of
which he is the sole beneficiary;

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was in-
cluded in the U.S. Constitution for the ex-
press purpose of preventing federal officials
from accepting any ‘‘present, Emolument,
Office, or Title . . . from any King, Prince,
or foreign state’’;

Whereas, the most signed petition on the
White House website calls for the release of
the President’s tax return information to
verify compliance with the Emoluments
Clause, with 1 million, 94 thousand signa-
tures as of date of this resolution;

Whereas, the Chairmen of the Ways and
Means Committee, Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, and Senate Finance Committee have
the authority to request the President’s tax
returns under Section 6103 of the tax code;

Whereas, the Joint Committee on Taxation
reviewed the tax returns of President Rich-
ard Nixon in 1974 and made the information
public;

Whereas, the Ways and Means Committee
used IRC 6103 authority in 2014 to make pub-
lic the confidential tax information of 51
taxpayers;

Whereas, the American people have the
right to know whether or not their President
is operating under conflicts of interest re-
lated to international affairs, tax reform,
government contracts, or otherwise: Now,
therefore, be it:

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives shall—

1. Immediately request the tax return in-
formation of Donald J. Trump for tax years
2006 through 2015 for review in closed execu-
tive session by the Committee on Ways and
Means, as provided under Section 6103 of the
Internal Revenue Code, and vote to report
the information therein to the full House of
Representatives

2. Support transparency in government and
the longstanding tradition of Presidents and
Presidential candidates disclosing their tax
returns.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
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floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey will appear in
full in the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not, at this point, de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

HONORING AN AMERICAN HERO,
JEREMY “SCOTT” McGUIRE

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to honor an American hero. Jer-
emy ‘‘Scott” McGuire was a special
agent assigned to the National Secu-
rity Investigations Division at the De-
partment of Homeland Security in New
Orleans.

Scott began his career in law enforce-
ment while pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminal justice at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, where he
received the Most Outstanding Under-
graduate Pursuing a Career in Law En-
forcement Award. After graduating
with honors from USM, Scott was hired
by the former U.S. Customs Service,
where he was an import specialist.

After the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks, Scott was selected to be a spe-
cial agent with the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement team at the De-
partment of Homeland Security. There,
he received numerous awards and cita-
tions while he investigated successes
that included preventing the export of
radioactive material in Iraq and halt-
ing an attempt to smuggle military
aircraft parts to Pakistan, just to
name a few examples.

On January 25 of 2016, Scott was
killed in the line of duty while con-
ducting investigations to dismantle
transnational criminal and terrorist
organizations that threaten the United
States.

Scott will forever be in our hearts
and minds. I want to thank his family
for being here with us in the balcony.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 60

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 60.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

CONGRATULATING THE BISHOP
HENDRICKEN HIGH SCHOOL ACA-
DEMIC DECATHLON TEAM
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
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