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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Bishop Hendricken
High School’s Academic Decathlon
team, the Division II winners of the
United States Academic Decathlon Na-
tional Competition.

The team consists of Mitchell Boyer,
Ryan Brady, Darragh Harkin, Steven
Huang, Jaidan Idarraga, Connor
Milson, Cory Morris, Alden Pratt, and
Dylan Temel. They spent countless
hours studying and, on April 22, their
hard work paid off. L.ed by Coach Sister
Carol Ann Murray, they won an im-
pressive 12 gold, 8 silver, and 11 bronze
medals and became the first Rhode Is-
land team to win their division at the
national competition.

The students’ dedication and scho-
lastic abilities have made Bishop
Hendricken, my alma mater, and the
whole State of Rhode Island extremely
proud.

Mr. Speaker, they have shown the
vast academic potential of Rhode Is-
land students, and I congratulate them
on this great accomplishment.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize police officers and our law
enforcement community during Na-
tional Police Week.

It is these brave men and women who
put their lives on the line every day for
us and for our communities; and it is a
special time to remember those who
have fallen in the line of duty who have
actually made the ultimate sacrifice.
Police officers from around the country
are gathering this week at the national
memorial as a part of that remem-
brance.

We must also never forget that serv-
ing in law enforcement is a family af-
fair and requires strength and dedica-
tion from loved ones as well.

As a member of the Law Enforcement
Caucus, I know that our communities
are better served, and served well,
thanks to the unwavering commitment
from our police officers who take on
countless risks for other people and not
just themselves. The badge is not just
a symbol of authority but one of self-
lessness and commitment to the great-
er good.

Mr. Speaker, we owe so much to
these police officers for the many dif-
ficult decisions and situations that
they face every day, and we thank
them for keeping us safe.

——

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, today we learned that former FBI
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Director James Comey documented his
conversations with President Trump in
a series of memos. In one memo, Mr.
Comey claims that, after clearing the
room, President Trump asked him to
end the investigation of General Mi-
chael Flynn. If true, this assault on the
rule of law would be a violation of our
democracy unseen since Watergate.

What comes next is uncertain, but in-
vestigations into this matter must
begin, as those into the President’s
Russia ties must continue. All the
Comey memos should be turned over to
Congress. Any unclassified memos
should be released to the public, and
President Trump should submit to in-
vestigators any tapes with which he
threatened Mr. Comey. Lastly, Con-
gress and the American public must
hear Mr. Comey testify publicly and
under oath.

The time has come when silence is no
longer denial, it becomes complicity.
Now is the time to act, and to do other-
wise is only to delay the truth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS DURING POLICE WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, over the weekend, tens of
thousands of law enforcement officers
from across the country arrived in
Washington for National Police Week.

Established by a joint resolution of
Congress in 1962, National Police Week
pays special recognition to those law
enforcement officers who have lost
their lives in the line of duty for the
safety and protection of others. Na-
tional Police Week is a collaborative
effort of many organizations dedicated
to honoring America’s law enforcement
community.

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service took place on Monday as
the Nation paused to remember officers
who made the ultimate sacrifice. A
candlelight vigil hosted Saturday
evening recognized nearly 400 fallen of-
ficers. This week honors the men and
women in blue who gave everything to
protect their country and their com-
munities.

Earlier this year, Pennsylvania
mourned the loss of 23-year-old State
Trooper Landon Weaver, who was
killed in the line of duty on December
30, 2016.

Our officers put on their uniforms
each day knowing that they can be in
harm’s way at any moment. On behalf
of a grateful nation, thank you to all of
our officers who serve.

———

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, this year, the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers once again gave
America’s infrastructure a D-plus rat-
ing.

During Infrastructure Week, I must
highlight the need for action and in-
vestment in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture. Our roads, bridges, and waterways
are neither Republican nor Democrat;
they belong to all of us.

From the New Deal to the Federal
interstate highways, infrastructure
projects have traditionally enjoyed
broad bipartisan support and leader-
ship. Improving and maintaining our
21st century transportation system
creates access and opportunities for
all, allowing for job creation, economic
growth, and fostering innovation.

As we continue to wait for the Presi-
dent to put forth a plan and true ef-
forts toward investment in our Na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure, we
bear witness to hundreds of millions of
dollars in lost economic productivity
and a threat to the safety and security
of our Nation.

It is time to build. It is time to in-
vest in America.

———
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as we
know, this week is National Police
Week. With many officers coming from
all over the country to Washington,
D.C., it is an opportunity for all of us
to show our support for our local law
enforcement at home by thanking
them for all they do to keep us safe in
our communities.

I recognize all the men and women in
uniform in my own district in northern
California and across the country who
sacrifice to protect and serve our com-
munities each day. We can’t allow
these sacrifices to go quietly unnoticed
either.

Last year, 135 officers never made it
home to their families or their loved
ones. In California, 11 officers lost their
lives in 2016, one of which was from my
district in northern California.

Sheriff Deputy Jack Hopkins of
Modoc County Sheriff’s Department
was murdered while responding to a
disturbance call at a rural property a
few miles south of Alturas, California.
His watch ended on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 19, 2016.

Jack’s killer is rightfully facing the
death penalty in California; and this
week, the House of Representatives is
voting on the Thin Blue Line Act,
which adds the murder of a law en-
forcement officer, firefighter, or first
responder, as an aggravated factor for
a jury to consider in deciding whether
to impose the death penalty in Federal
capital cases.

The murder of a Federal law enforce-
ment officer is already an aggravated
factor under current law. Now we are
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taking action to ensure that those who
harm local and State law enforcement
officers are brought to justice as well.
We have to send this clear message: We
cannot tolerate this under any cir-
cumstances.

————
O 1915

54TH ANNIVERSARY OF PEACE
OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, this
year marks the 54th anniversary of
Peace Officers Memorial Day, so I rise
tonight to pay tribute to the law en-
forcement officers from Florida who
were killed in the line of duty last
year.

Today we remember them and honor
them for their service and dedication:
Deputy Sheriff Eric James Oliver from
the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office;
Major Jorge Sanchez from the Miami
Police Department; Deputy Sheriff Mi-
chael Scott Williams from the Taylor
County Sheriff’s Office; Sergeant Jorge
Ramos from the Florida Department of
Corrections; Deputy Sheriff John Rob-
ert Kotfila, Jr., of the Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office; Police Officer
Henry Malcolm McAleenan, Jr., of the
Miami-Dade Police Department; and,
as you have already heard tonight,
Special Agent J. Scott McGuire of U.S.
Homeland Security Investigations.

Mr. Speaker, we remember these
brave men and pray for their families
and the countless others who have
mourned their loss.

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO LADY
EAGLES SOFTBALL TEAM

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, it all start-
ed 11 years ago: The Lady Eagles from
Fort Bend Baptist Academy won their
first Texas State softball title. Years
later, the name was changed to Fort
Bend Christian Academy, but the dy-
nasty had been born. The Lady Eagles
won their sixth Texas title last week
by defeating Dallas Christian School
with a score of 6-2.

One word can describe the Lady Ea-
gles’ playoff run: domination. In the
last four games, they scored 37 runs,
their opponents only 2. Our four sen-
iors—Claire, Lauren, Danielle, and
Kendall—have set us up to make his-
tory: our third straight Texas title in
2018.

We will honor them as we honor the
Lord.

Congratulations, Eagles.

———

PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT BE
ALLOWED TO FIRE FBI DIRECTOR

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, why did President Trump fire FBI
Director Comey? He called Comey a
‘““showboat’” and ‘‘grandstander” and
said he was going to fire him regardless
of the rationale outlined by the Deputy
Attorney General. He justified firing
Comey, who was leading the investiga-
tion into Michael Flynn and Russian
interference in our elections, by saying
it ‘“is a made-up story.”

But the President’s political removal
of Comey without any legal or ethical
reason shatters the idea that the FBI is
independent and insulated from par-
tisan politics. The President should not
be able to fire the FBI Director for po-
litical or personal reasons.

That is why, today, I introduced leg-
islation to raise the standard for the
President to dismiss the FBI Director.
Congress placed similar restrictions on
the President’s power to remove mem-
bers of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, the Director of the CFBP, and
special counsels. The FBI should be no
different.

Congress cannot continue to be a
rubberstamp for this administration.
Let’s uphold our constitutional respon-
sibility to hold the President account-
able.

———

COMMENDING COMFORT CREW
FOR MILITARY KIDS FOR THEIR
EFFORTS

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I
would like to honor a nonprofit organi-
zation in Austin for their outstanding
achievements. The Comfort Crew for
Military Kids develops and delivers
programs to help support the children
in our Gold Star families who serve
around the world.

This month, the organization is cele-
brating their 10th anniversary. As a
Congressman from Fort Hood, the larg-
est military base, Comfort Crew for
Military Kids holds a very special place
in my heart. For too long, military
families have faced constant struggles
and have had few places to turn. The
Comfort Crew helps provide relief for
these American families who sacrifice
so much for our country.

I have personally met with Comfort
Crew both in Washington and, just last
month, in Austin, Texas. While I was in
Austin, I was fortunate enough to lend
a hand, assembling care packages for
the military children whose parents
are deployed. These care packages may
not seem like much in comparison to
what these kids are giving up in re-
turn; however, they provide some com-
fort and solace.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the Comfort Crew for their self-
less efforts. They have had an impact
on over 1 million military family mem-
bers. In this unstable world, it is vital
that we support these military families
that give so much to us.
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I am proud to represent this organi-
zation and will continue to do every-
thing I can to ensure our military chil-
dren receive the support they need and
the support they deserve.

In God we trust.

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT
AND FIRST RESPONDERS

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in honor of the men and women
who protect our families, our streets,
and our communities.

Fifty-five years ago, President Ken-
nedy proclaimed May 15 National Po-
lice Week. Each year, Americans come
together to honor our law enforcement
professionals and remember those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice while
protecting our families and our com-
munities.

I remember that infamous day, 9/11,
when thousands were running away
from burning and crumbling buildings;
yet, at the same time, our police and
first responders ran into the same
burning and crumbling buildings to
save lives. These brave men and women
knew that they were running to certain
death.

Every day, police leave their homes
knowing full well that they may not
return that evening. Every day, they
have our backs. It is our job to make
sure that they know that we have
theirs.

—————

CONVINCE CHINA TO REIN IN
NORTH KOREA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, like
a character out of Looney Tunes, the
incorrigible little Kim of North Korea
and his minions can’t stop rattling
their sabers.

New satellite images show a pro-
longed and heightened level of activity
at North Korea’s underground nuclear
site. Since coming into power, little
Kim has continually defied U.N. sanc-
tions and increased testing of missiles
and nuclear weapons.

Just this last weekend, North Korea
illegally launched yet another men-
acing ballistic missile. North Korea
plans to develop submarines from
which to launch these missiles towards
the United States.

Despite little Kim’s Wile E. Coyote
antics, the United States cannot under-
estimate the war-prone lunacy of Kim
Jong-un. Even our old Deputy Sec-
retary of State recently warned that
little Kim’s weapon capabilities have
shown improvement within the past
year, resulting in ‘“‘unprecedented level
of activity.”

The last administration’s appease-
ment policy of North Korea and its
strategic patience has failed. The
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