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law. It is well past time for Congress to 
appoint an independent commission 
like the 9/11 commission. 

It must investigate every aspect of 
Russia’s interference with our election 
and recommend steps to ensure it 
never happens again. It must inves-
tigate whether Candidate Trump or his 
associates colluded with Russia to 
interfere with our Presidential elec-
tion. Congress must do so swiftly and 
must give the commission sufficient 
resources to do the job. 

The Attorney General is com-
promised. He has recused himself from 
any investigation into the Trump cam-
paign. But I believe he violated the 
terms of his recusal when he weighed 
in on Director Comey’s termination. 
Several of us will be sending a letter 
this week to the Justice Department 
inspector general asking him to inves-
tigate this specific issue. 

Now the President is about to nomi-
nate a new FBI Director, presumably 
one he believes will be less independent 
than Director Comey, one who will not 
pursue the Russia investigation if it 
points to his campaign. 

Given these circumstances, Deputy 
Attorney General Rosenstein must ap-
point a special counsel to conduct a 
counterintelligence investigation into 
Russia’s role in our election and, if 
necessary, a criminal investigation 
into the conduct of the Trump cam-
paign and the administration. A special 
counsel must be appointed before we 
consider a new nominee for FBI Direc-
tor. 

That nominee needs to be closely 
scrutinized by the Senate. We need a 
Director who is nonpartisan and has a 
law enforcement background. This per-
son will be responsible for restoring 
Americans’ confidence in the FBI and 
ensuring that he or she does not pledge 
loyalty to the President but pledges 
loyalty to the Constitution. 

The majority in Congress must listen 
to the American public, must follow 
the lessons of history, and must pro-
tect the rule of law and our Constitu-
tion. 

In the United States, no person is 
above the law, not even—and espe-
cially—the President of the United 
States. In my career in Congress, I 
have always believed you put the coun-
try first. Party comes last. In their 
hearts, I know my Republican friends 
and colleagues feel the same. Congress 
and the Senate need to fulfill the roles 
the Founding Fathers envisioned: 
When the executive branch is moving 
outside the bounds of the rule of law, 
we must rein it in. 

It is well past time for action. 
f 

RECESS 
Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 2:15 p.m. today. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:27 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m. 
and reassembled when called to order 
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
PORTMAN). 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:15 
p.m. will be equally divided in the 
usual form. 

The Senator from Utah. 
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, peace and 
order are the indispensable pillars of a 
stable society. They grant us security 
in our daily lives, trust in our commu-
nities, and faith in our democratic in-
stitutions. Where peace and order 
reign, so too does society thrive and 
prosper, but none of that is possible 
without our Nation’s 700,000 men and 
women in blue. 

Each and every day, these brave sons 
and daughters—brave souls—stand up 
for all of us. Each and every day, they 
stand guard, ready to do justice or risk 
harm—all on our behalf. So today I rise 
on behalf of a grateful Nation to recog-
nize them. Their performance is excep-
tional, and their sacrifice is immense. 

Far too often, we take our police offi-
cers for granted. Far too often, we for-
get how hard it is to win and how easy 
it is to lose the peace and order that we 
all enjoy, but our police officers never 
forget. They are always at the ready. 
As we honor them this week, we re-
member that the question is not ‘‘What 
causes violence or what causes crime?’’ 
but rather, ‘‘What causes peace, and 
what causes security?’’ 

The answer is our men and women in 
blue. 

In celebration of our National Police 
Week, I wish to express my profound 
appreciation for our Nation’s law en-
forcement community—the courageous 
men and women who each day put the 
safety of others before their own. Their 
success is impossible to fully measure. 
It cannot be counted in crime statistics 
or etched into medals. It can only be 
seen in the peace and order that their 
sacrifice makes possible. 

Therefore, allow me for a moment to 
speak directly to our police officers. 

Trust that your selflessness does not 
go unseen, that your service does not 
go unfelt, and that your sacrifice does 
not go unknown. We appreciate you, we 
support you, and we honor you. Law 
enforcement is among the noblest of 
professions. You are the brave guard-
ians among us who fight for peace and 
protect the vulnerable from harm. On 
behalf of a grateful nation, I wish to 
thank you and your families for bear-
ing the burden, shouldering the sac-
rifice, and making us all proud. 

Let it be known that I proudly back 
the blue. 

This is a critical moment to show the 
police our support. We live in a time 
when law enforcement officials are not 
only underappreciated but often ma-
ligned and, quite often, openly dispar-
aged. Day in and day out, they suffer 
criticism and pressure. This week we 
let them know of our respect and admi-
ration. 

Today, I wish to express my grati-
tude for our men and women in uni-

form by sharing stories of their her-
oism. You see, we hear all about police 
mistakes, and we hear wall-to-wall 
coverage of the controversies, but we 
seldom hear about the acts of bravery 
and professionalism that distinguish 
our police officers as the finest in the 
world. In particular, I would like to re-
late the account of Utahns Bre and 
Kayli Lasley, two sisters whose lives 
were saved by an on-duty police officer. 

In September 2015, a man armed with 
a knife climbed through a bedroom 
window in Bre and Kayli’s Salt Lake 
City apartment. Once inside, he bru-
tally beat both sisters before pulling 
out a knife and repeatedly stabbing 
Bre. Just as the attacker raised his 
knife to Bre’s throat, Salt Lake City 
police officer Ben Hone charged into 
the room. He told the intruder to drop 
his knife. 

In that critical moment, with lives 
literally hanging in the balance, Bre 
remembers: 

That’s when I saw the officer, and he was 
our angel . . . I looked at the officer in his 
eyes, and he was so professional and calm. 

When the attacker refused to sur-
render his weapon, Officer Hone raised 
his service pistol and fired, killing the 
armed intruder and saving Bre’s life. In 
that moment, Officer Hone was truly 
Bre’s guardian angel. 

She remembers: 
When [we] made eye contact, I knew I was 

safe. It’s a miracle that he had so much 
composure and was able to take that shot. 

In recognition of his heroism, Officer 
Ben Hone was honored by the National 
Associations of Chiefs of Police and the 
American Police Hall of Fame as the 
2015 Law Enforcement Officer of the 
Year. I think it was an honor richly de-
served. 

Officer Hone survived that day. For 
that, we give thanks, but the sad re-
ality is that many lose their lives in 
the line of duty. So today I wish to 
honor those men and women who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice and paid 
the highest price that society can ask. 
Our debt to them will not—indeed, can-
not—be repaid. 

Among the fallen is Utah Highway 
Patrol Trooper Eric Ellsworth, who 
died only a few days after being struck 
by a car while on duty in Box Elder 
County. We also mourn the passing of 
West Valley City police officer Cody 
Brotherson and Greater Salt Lake Uni-
fied Police Department officer Douglas 
Barney, who were both killed in the 
line of duty this past year in Utah. 

I express my deepest condolences to 
the families and friends of these brave 
heroes and the countless others who 
have experienced similar tragedies. 

Although we cannot bring these offi-
cers back, we can honor their legacies 
by committing ourselves to supporting 
their brothers and sisters in uniform. 
To that end, I have introduced and co-
sponsored a number of bills this Con-
gress that are meant to assist law en-
forcement as they serve our commu-
nities. These bills include the Rapid 
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