7
S2966

S. RES. 136
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 136, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate regarding the
102nd anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide.
S. RES. 154
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 154, a resolution promoting aware-
ness of motorcycle profiling and en-
couraging collaboration and commu-
nication with the motorcycle commu-
nity and law enforcement officials to
prevent instances of profiling.
S. RES. 156
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 156, a resolution rec-
ognizing National Foster Care Month
as an opportunity to raise awareness
about the challenges of children in the
foster-care system, and encouraging
Congress to implement policy to im-
prove the lives of children in the fos-
ter-care system.
S. RES. 161
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YouNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 161, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that defense lab-
oratories are on the cutting-edge of sci-
entific and technological advancement,
and supporting the designation of May

18, 2017, as ‘‘Department of Defense
Laboratory Day”’.
——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRrRUZ, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
DAINES, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. STRANGE, and Mr.
CASSIDY):

S. 1134. A bill to protect law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1134

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Back the
Blue Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OF-
FICERS.

(a) KILLING OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS.—

(1) OFFENSE.—Chapter 51 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§1123. Killing of law enforcement officers

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—
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‘(1) the terms ‘Federal law enforcement of-
ficer’ and ‘United States judge’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 115;

‘“(2) the term ‘federally funded public safe-
ty officer’ means a public safety officer or
judicial officer for a public agency that—

‘““(A) receives Federal financial assistance;
and

‘(B) is an agency of an entity that is a
State of the United States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, or any territory or posses-
sion of the United States, an Indian tribe, or
a unit of local government of that entity;

‘“(3) the term ‘firefighter’ includes an indi-
vidual serving as an official recognized or
designated member of a legally organized
volunteer fire department and an officially
recognized or designated public employee
member of a rescue squad or ambulance
crew;

‘“(4) the term ‘judicial officer’ means a
judge or other officer or employee of a court,
including prosecutors, court security, pre-
trial services officers, court reporters, and
corrections, probation, and parole officers;

‘“(5) the term ‘law enforcement officer’
means an individual, with arrest powers, in-
volved in crime or juvenile delinquency con-
trol or reduction or enforcement of the laws;

‘(6) the term ‘public agency’ includes a
court system, the National Guard of a State
to the extent the personnel of that National
Guard are not in Federal service, and the de-
fense forces of a State authorized by section
109 of title 32; and

(7 the term ‘public safety officer’ means
an individual serving a public agency in an
official capacity, as a law enforcement offi-
cer, as a firefighter, as a chaplain, or as a
member of a rescue squad or ambulance
crew.

“(b) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for any
person to—

‘(1) kill, or attempt or conspire to kill—

“(A) a United States judge;

“(B) a Federal law enforcement officer; or

“(C) a federally funded public safety officer
while that officer is engaged in official du-
ties, or on account of the performance of of-
ficial duties; or

““(2) kill a former United States judge, Fed-
eral law enforcement officer, or federally
funded public safety officer on account of the
past performance of official duties.

‘‘(c) PENALTY.—Any person that violates
subsection (b) shall be fined under this title
and imprisoned for not less than 10 years or
for life, or, if death results, shall be sen-
tenced to not less than 30 years and not more
than life, or may be punished by death.”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 51 of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:
©“1123. Killing of law enforcement officers.”.

(b) ASSAULT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS.—

(1) OFFENSE.—Chapter 7 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§ 120. Assaults of law enforcement officers

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘federally funded State or local law enforce-
ment officer’ means an individual involved
in crime and juvenile delinquency control or
reduction, or enforcement of the laws (in-
cluding a police, corrections, probation, or
parole officer) who works for a public agency
(that receives Federal financial assistance)
of a State of the United States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

“(b) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful to as-
sault a federally funded State or local law
enforcement officer while engaged in or on
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account of the performance of official duties,
or assaults any person who formerly served
as a federally funded State or local law en-
forcement officer on account of the perform-
ance of such person’s official duties during
such service, or because of the actual or per-
ceived status of the person as a Federally
funded state or local law enforcement offi-
cer.

‘‘(c) PENALTY.—Any person that violations
subsection (b) shall be subject to a fine under
this title and—

‘(1) if the assault resulted in bodily injury
(as defined in section 1365), shall be impris-
oned not less than 2 years and not more than
10 years;

‘(2) if the assault resulted in substantial
bodily injury (as defined in section 113), shall
be imprisoned not less than 5 years and not
more than 20 years;

¢“(3) if the assault resulted in serious bodily
injury (as defined in section 1365), shall be
imprisoned for not less than 10 years;

‘‘(4) if a deadly or dangerous weapon was
used during and in relation to the assault,
shall be imprisoned for not less than 20
years; and

‘“(5) shall be imprisoned for not more than
1 year in any other case.

¢“(d) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No prosecution of any of-
fense described in this section may be under-
taken by the United States, except under the
certification in writing of the Attorney Gen-
eral, or a designee, that—

““(A) the State does not have jurisdiction;

“(B) the State has requested that the Fed-
eral Government assume jurisdiction;

““(C) the verdict or sentence obtained pur-
suant to State charges left demonstratively
unvindicated the Federal interest in eradi-
cating bias-motivated violence; or

‘(D) a prosecution by the United States is
in the public interest and necessary to se-
cure substantial justice.

‘(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to limit
the authority of Federal officers, or a Fed-
eral grand jury, to investigate possible viola-
tions of this section.

‘‘(e) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—

‘(1) OFFENSES NOT RESULTING IN DEATH.—
Except as provided in paragraph (2), no per-
son shall be prosecuted, tried, or punished
for any offense under this section unless the
indictment for such offense is found, or the
information for such offense is instituted,
not later than 7 years after the date on
which the offense was committed.

¢“(2) OFFENSES RESULTING IN DEATH.—AnN in-
dictment or information alleging that an of-
fense under this section resulted in death
may be found or instituted at any time with-
out limitation.”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 7 of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:
¢120. Killing of law enforcement officers.”’.

(¢) FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION FOR KILL-
ING LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS.—

(1) OFFENSE.—Chapter 49 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§1075. Flight to avoid prosecution for killing
law enforcement officials

‘‘(a) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for any
person to move or travel in interstate or for-
eign commerce with intent to avoid prosecu-
tion, or custody or confinement after convic-
tion, under the laws of the place from which
the person flees or under section 1114 or 1123,
for a crime consisting of the killing, an at-
tempted Kkilling, or a conspiracy to kill a
Federal judge or Federal law enforcement of-
ficer (as those terms are defined in section
115), or a federally funded public safety offi-
cer (as that term is defined in section 1123).
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‘“‘(b) PENALTY.—Any person that violates
subsection (a) shall be fined under this title
and imprisoned for not less than 10 years, in
addition to any other term of imprisonment
for any other offense relating to the conduct
described in subsection (a).”’.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 49 of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢1075. Flight to avoid prosecution for killing

law enforcement officials.”.

SEC. 3. SPECIFIC AGGRAVATING FACTOR FOR
FEDERAL DEATH PENALTY KILLING
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.

(a) AGGRAVATING FACTORS FOR HOMICIDE.—
Section 3592(c) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after para-
graph (16) the following:

“(17) KILLING OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CER, PROSECUTOR, JUDGE, OR FIRST RE-
SPONDER.—The defendant killed or attempted
to Kkill a person who is authorized by law—

“‘(A) to engage in or supervise the preven-
tion, detention, or investigation of any
criminal violation of law;

‘“(B) to arrest, prosecute, or adjudicate an
individual for any criminal violation of law;
or

“(C) to be a firefighter or other first re-
sponder.”’.

SEC. 4. LIMITATION ON FEDERAL HABEAS RE-
LIEF FOR MURDERS OF LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS.

(a) JUSTICE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2254 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(j)@1) For an application for a writ of ha-
beas corpus on behalf of a person in custody
pursuant to the judgment of a State court
for a crime that involved the killing of a
public safety officer (as that term is defined
in section 1204 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3796b)) or judge, while the public
safety officer or judge was engaged in the
performance of official duties, or on account
of the performance of official duties by or
status as a public safety officer or judge of
the public safety officer or judge—

““(A) the application shall be subject to the
time limitations and other requirements
under sections 2263, 2264, and 2266; and

‘(B) the court shall not consider claims re-
lating to sentencing that were adjudicated in
a State court.

‘“(2) Sections 2251, 2262, and 2101 are the ex-
clusive sources of authority for Federal
courts to stay a sentence of death entered by
a State court in a case described in para-
graph (1).”.

(2) RULES.—Rule 11 of the Rules Governing
Section 2254 Cases in the United States Dis-
trict Courts is amended by adding at the end
the following: ‘“‘Rule 60(b)(6) of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure shall not apply to a
proceeding under these rules in a case that is
described in section 2254(j) of title 28, United
States Code.”.

(3) FINALITY OF DETERMINATION.—Section
2244(b)(3)(E) of title 28, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘the subject of a peti-
tion’’ and all that follows and inserting: ‘‘re-
heard in the court of appeals or reviewed by
writ of certiorari.”.

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—This paragraph and the
amendments made by this paragraph shall
apply to any case pending on or after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(B) TIME LIMITS.—In a case pending on the
date of enactment of this Act, if the amend-
ments made by this paragraph impose a time
limit for taking certain action, the period of
which began before the date of enactment of
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this Act, the period of such time limit shall
begin on the date of enactment of this Act.

(C) EXCEPTION.—The amendments made by
this paragraph shall not bar consideration
under section 2266(b)(3)(B) of title 28, United
States Code, of an amendment to an applica-
tion for a writ of habeas corpus that is pend-
ing on the date of enactment of this Act, if
the amendment to the petition was adju-
dicated by the court prior to the date of en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 5. LIMITATION ON RECOVERY OF CERTAIN
DAMAGES FOR INDIVIDUALS EN-
GAGED IN FELONIES OR CRIMES OF
VIOLENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1979 of the Re-
vised Statutes (42 U.S.C. 1983) is amended
by—

(1) striking ‘‘except that in any action”
and all that follows through ‘‘relief was un-
available.” and inserting the following: ‘“‘ex-
cept that—

‘(1) in any action brought against a judi-
cial officer for an act or omission taken in
the judicial capacity of that officer, injunc-
tive relief shall not be granted unless a de-
claratory decree was violated or declaratory
relief was unavailable; and

‘“(2) in any action seeking redress for any
deprivation that was incurred in the course
of, or as a result of, or is related to, conduct
by the injured party that, more likely than
not, constituted a felony or a crime of vio-
lence (as that term is defined in section 16 of
title 18, United States Code) (including any
deprivation in the course of arrest or appre-
hension for, or the investigation, prosecu-
tion, or adjudication of, such an offense), a
court may not award damages other than for
necessary out-of-pocket expenditures and
other monetary loss.”’; and

(2) indenting the last sentence as an undes-
ignated paragraph.

(b) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—Section 722(b) of the
Revised Statutes (42 U.S.C. 1988(b)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘except that in any action”
and all that follows and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘except that—

‘(1) in any action brought against a judi-
cial officer for an act or omission taken in
the judicial capacity of that officer, such of-
ficer shall not be held liable for any costs,
including attorneys fees, unless such action
was clearly in excess of the jurisdiction of
that officer; and

‘“(2) in any action seeking redress for any
deprivation that was incurred in the course
of, or as a result of, or is related to, conduct
by the injured party that, more likely than
not, constituted a felony or a crime of vio-
lence (as that term is defined in section 16 of
title 18, United States Code) (including any
deprivation in the course of arrest or appre-
hension for, or the investigation, prosecu-
tion, or adjudication of, such an offense), the
court may not allow such party to recover
attorney’s fees.”.

SEC. 6. SELF-DEFENSE RIGHTS FOR LAW
FORCEMENT OFFICERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 203 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 3053 the following:

“§ 3054. Authority of law enforcement officers

to carry firearms

‘““Any sworn officer, agent, or employee of
the United States, a State, or a political sub-
division thereof, who is authorized by law to
engage in or supervise the prevention, detec-
tion, investigation, or prosecution of any
violation of law, or to supervise or secure the
safety of incarcerated inmates, may carry
firearms if authorized by law to do so. Such
authority to carry firearms, with respect to
the lawful performance of the official duties
of a sworn officer, agent, or employee of a
State or a political subdivision thereof, shall
include possession incident to depositing a
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firearm within a secure firearms storage
area for use by all persons who are author-
ized to carry a firearm within any building
or structure classified as a Federal facility
or Federal court facility, as those terms are
defined under section 930, and any grounds
appurtenant to such a facility.”.

(b) CARRYING OF CONCEALED FIREARMS BY
QUALIFIED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.—
Section 926B(e)(2) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘any maga-
zine and’’ after ‘‘includes’.

(c) CARRYING OF CONCEALED FIREARMS BY
QUALIFIED RETIRED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS.—Section 926C(e)(1)(B) of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
“‘any magazine and’’ after ‘‘includes’.

(d) SCHOOL ZONES.—Section 922(q)(2)(B)(vi)
title 18, United States Code, is amended by
inserting ‘“‘or a qualified law enforcement of-
ficer (as defined in section 926B(c))”’ before
the semicolon.

(e) REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than
60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Attorney General shall promulgate
regulations allowing persons described in
section 3054 of title 18, United States Code,
to possess firearms in a manner described by
that section. With respect to Federal jus-
tices, judges, bankruptcy judges, and mag-
istrate judges, such regulations shall be pre-
scribed after consultation with the Judicial
Conference of the United States.

(f) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 203 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 3053 the fol-
lowing:
¢“3054. Authority of law enforcement officers

to carry firearms.”’.
SEC. 7. IMPROVING THE RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGEN-
CIES AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY
SERVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2018 through 2022, the Attorney General
using covered amounts shall, using such
amounts as are necessary not to exceed
$20,000,000, award grants to State, local, or
tribal law enforcement agencies and appro-
priate non-governmental organizations to—

(1) promote trust and ensure legitimacy
among law enforcement agencies and the
communities they serve through procedural
reforms, transparency, and accountability;

(2) develop comprehensive and responsive
policies on key topics relevant to the rela-
tionship between law enforcement agencies
and the communities they serve;

(3) balance the embrace of technology and
digital communications with local needs,
privacy, assessments, and monitoring;

(4) encourage the implementation of poli-
cies that support community-based partner-
ships in the reduction of crime;

(5) emphasize the importance of high qual-
ity and effective training and education
through partnerships with local and national
training facilities; and

(6) endorse practices that support officer
wellness and safety through the re-evalua-
tion of officer shift hours, including data col-
lection and analysis.

(b) COVERED AMOUNTS DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered amounts”
means—

(1) any unobligated balances made avail-
able under the heading “GENERAL ADMIN-
ISTRATION” under the heading ‘“DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE” in an appropriations
Act in a fiscal year;

(2) any amounts made available for an ‘‘Ed-
ward Byrne Memorial criminal justice inno-
vation program’ under the heading ‘‘STATE
AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE’
under the heading ‘“‘OFFICE OF JUSTICE
PROGRAMS” under the heading “DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE” in an appropriations
Act in a fiscal year; or
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(3) any combination of amounts described
in paragraphs (1) and (2).

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 163—RECOG-
NIZING THE ROLES AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THE TEACHERS
OF THE UNITED STATES IN
BUILDING AND ENHANCING THE

CIVIC, CULTURAL, AND ECO-

NOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE

UNITED STATES

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. WICKER, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.

DURBIN, Mr. CARPER, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. CooNs, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. UDALL,
Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and
Mr. DONNELLY) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 163

Whereas education and knowledge are the
foundation of the current and future
strength of the United States;

Whereas teachers and other education staff
have earned and deserve the respect of their
students and communities for the selfless
dedication of the teachers and staff to com-
munity service and the futures of the chil-
dren of the United States;

Whereas the purposes of National Teacher
Appreciation Week, celebrated from May 7,
2017, through May 13, 2017, are—

(1) to raise public awareness of the
unquantifiable contributions of teachers; and

(2) to promote greater respect and under-
standing for the teaching profession; and

Whereas students, schools, communities,
and a number of organizations representing
educators are hosting teacher appreciation
events in recognition of National Teacher
Appreciation Week: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) thanks the teachers of the United
States; and

(2) promotes the profession of teaching by
encouraging students, parents, school admin-
istrators, and public officials to participate
in teacher appreciation events during Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 164—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
SENIOR VOLUNTEERS AND DES-
IGNATING THE WEEK OF MAY 15
THROUGH 19, 2017, AS “NATIONAL
SENIOR CORPS WEEK”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. KING, Mr. COONS, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 164

Whereas volunteers in the United States
who are 55 years of age and older (referred to
in this preamble as ‘‘senior volunteers’’) pro-
vide much-needed services to their commu-
nities, neighbors, and friends;

Whereas Senior Corps, through the RSVP,
Foster Grandparent, and Senior Companions
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programs administered by the Corporation
for National and Community Service, pro-
vides meaningful opportunities to 250,000
senior volunteers and recruits thousands of
additional community volunteers;

Whereas, for more than 5 decades, RSVP
volunteers, Foster Grandparents, and Senior
Companions have played an important role
in strengthening communities by contrib-
uting their experience, knowledge, and ac-
complishments in order to—

(1) help their neighbors recover from nat-
ural and manmade disasters;

(2) provide nutrition services;

(3) mentor and tutor schoolchildren;

(4) support veterans and military families;
and

() provide respite care to caregivers;

Whereas, in 2016, Senior Corps volunteers
provided 75,000,000 hours of direct service
through more than 28,000 nonprofit, edu-
cational, and faith-based community groups
nationwide;

Whereas structured volunteering by senior
volunteers—

(1) keeps those senior volunteers active,
healthy, and engaged;

(2) helps the United States by saving tax-
payer dollars and reducing health care costs;
and

(3) supports the ability of seniors to live
independent and productive lives;

Whereas the RSVP, Foster Grandparent,
and Senior Companion programs have proven
to be cost-effective ways to engage senior
volunteers in service that meets pressing
community needs;

Whereas the United States should expand
senior volunteer service opportunities to
take advantage of the talents and experi-
ences of the 10,000 baby boomers who will re-
tire each day for the next 20 years; and

Whereas, at a time of mounting social need
and growing interest in service by older indi-
viduals in the United States, the United
States has an unprecedented opportunity to
harness the talents of senior volunteers to
address community challenges: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 15 through
19, 2017, as ‘‘National Senior Corps Week’’;
and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to recognize the contributions of sen-
ior volunteers and join in the celebration of
National Senior Corps Week.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 1656—CELE-
BRATING APRIL 30 THROUGH
MAY 6, 2017, AS ‘“NATIONAL

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK” AND
COMMENDING THE ENTREPRE-
NEURIAL SPIRIT OF SMALL
BUSINESSES OWNERS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. CoOONS, Mr. ENzI, Ms.
HIRONO, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mrs. ERNST, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. YOUNG, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. RoOUNDS, Mr. ScorT, and Mr.
HOEVEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 165

Whereas 2017 marks the 54th anniversary of
National Small Business Week;

Whereas every President for more than % a
century has proclaimed a week celebrating
the significance of small businesses across
the United States;
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Whereas, as of May 2017, there are over
28,000,000 small businesses in the United
States;

Whereas small businesses in the United
States—

(1) employ nearly %2 of the workforce of the
United States;

(2) comprise 99.7 percent of all employers
in the United States;

(3) employ veterans, and since 2007, 9.3 per-
cent of all business owners have been vet-
erans;

(4) produce Y5 of all exports of the United
States; and

() account for nearly Y of private sector
output;

Whereas, on July 30, 1953, Congress estab-
lished the Small Business Administration to
aid, counsel, assist, and protect the small
business community;

Whereas 2 of every 3 new jobs are created
by small businesses; and

Whereas the President designated the week
of April 30 through May 6, 2017, as ‘‘National
Small Business Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
April 30 through May 6, 2017, as ‘‘National
Small Business Week’’;

(2) celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit of
small business owners in the United States;

(3) recognizes the importance of creating a
small business climate that allows for sus-
tained, entrepreneurial success;

(4) celebrates the invaluable contribution
that small businesses make to the United
States as the backbone of the economy; and

(5) supports increasing consumer aware-
ness of the value and opportunity that small
businesses bring to local communities.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  166—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF NATIONAL NURSES
WEEK, TO BE OBSERVED FROM
MAY 6 THROUGH MAY 12, 2017

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. BO0O0Zz-
MAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 166

Whereas, beginning in 1991, National
Nurses Week is celebrated annually from
May 6, also known as ‘‘National Recognition
Day for Nurses’, through May 12, the birth-
day of Florence Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing;

Whereas National Nurses Week is a time of
year to reflect on the important contribu-
tions that nurses make to provide safe, high-
quality health care;

Whereas nurses are known to be patient
advocates, acting fearlessly to protect the
lives of individuals under the care of the
nurses;

Whereas nurses represent the largest single
component of the health care profession,
with an estimated population of 3,600,000 pro-
fessionally active nurses in the TUnited
States;

Whereas nurses are leading in the delivery
of quality care in a transformed health care
system that improves patient outcomes and
safety;

Whereas the Future of Nursing report of
the Institute of Medicine has called for the
nursing profession to meet the call for lead-
ership in a team-based delivery model;

Whereas, when nurse staffing levels in-
crease, the risk of patient complications and
lengthy hospital stays decreases, resulting in
cost savings;

Whereas nurses are experienced research-
ers, and the work of nurses encompasses a
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