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the principles of common good, service to oth-
ers, and social equity, engendering a respect-
ful and customer-service focused environment
in the local field office. And she has mentored
a committed team of individuals who under-
stand the challenges and hopes of those
needing help and information, seeking to be of
service whenever possible. Without fail, visi-
tors to the USCIS office in my district are
treated with dignity and respect.

Sally Blauvelt understands that the arrival of
new Mainers from across the globe adds di-
versity, vitality, and energy to communities
across my state. | am sincerely grateful for her
many contributions to my constituents, to
Maine, and to our nation.

My state has been all the better for Sally
Blauvelt's decision to make Maine her home,
and it is my honor to represent her in the U.S.
Congress.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, circumstances
have arisen which have caused me to return
home to my district early this week. However,
had | been present, | would have voted: yea
on Roll Call No. 258; yea on Roll Call No.
259; yea on Roll Call No. 260; yea on Roll
Call No. 261; and yea on Roll Call No. 262.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. FRANK
GORNICK

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Mr. Frank Gornick for twenty three years
of dedicated service as Chancellor of the West
Hills Community College District.

A Chicago native, Mr. Gornick moved to
Coalinga, California to play football for West
Hills Community College. He earned an Asso-
ciates Degree at West Hills College, Coalinga
in 1966 and went on to study at California
State University, Sacramento, where he met
his wife, Gloria and the couple married on
June |, 1968. Shortly after, he received his
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1971 and later pur-
sued higher education at Sl. Louis University,
graduating with a Doctorate of Philosophy in
1979.

In 1971, Frank began his career in edu-
cation at Howard County Community College
in Columbia, Maryland, where he taught Psy-
chology and Human Development courses.
From 1972 to 1975, Frank held the position of
Director of Financial Aid and Placement at
Richland College in Dallas, Texas. In 1975, he
began his nine year career at Belleville Area
College in lllinois, where he served as Provost
of the Granite City Center. Frank left his posi-
tion as Provost in 1984 and returned to Cali-
fornia, where he dedicated nine years to Ba-
kersfield College as Dean of Student Services.

Mr. Frank Gornick was welcomed back to
West Hills Community College District in 1994
as Superintendent and President. During this
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time, Mr. Gornick provided oversight to the
process for West Hills College Lemoore, which
at the time was one of California’s newest
community colleges. Frank is responsible for a
successful federal bond which generated $38
million in local property taxes and state dollars
for the renovation and construction of the
Coalinga and Lemoore campuses. In 2001, he
was promoted to Chancellor and has held the
position for the past sixteen years.

During his tenure at West Hills College Dis-
trict, Mr. Gornick led many efforts resulting in
renovation and construction of the campus. In
2004, Frank was recognized for his out-
standing efforts and awarded the California
Community Colleges Chancellor's Diversity
Award for Education.

As Chancellor, Mr. Gornick has developed a
transition for multi-college system, centralizing
services to the colleges and eliminating dupli-
cation, and has made a significant investment
in developing a philanthropic vision for the
West Hills Community College Foundation.

Outside of work, Frank enjoys spending
time with his wife, Gloria, his three children,
Frank, Victoria, and Christina, and his grand-
daughter, Isabella. In his retirement, Frank is
looking forward to many road trips with his
family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join us in commending Mr. Frank Gornick on
the eve of his retirement for his service to the
people of the Central Valley and wishing him
well as he embarks on the next chapter of his
life.

———————

HONORING PASTOR CASEY D.
FISHER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a God-fearing and im-
pressionistic man, Pastor Casey D. Fisher.
Pastor Fisher has shown what can be done
through tenacity, dedication and a desire to
serve God.

A Spirit-fed and Spirit-led minister of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Pastor Casey D. Fish-
er was born in Utica, Mississippi, on July 8,
1966. He is the son of Sharkey and Katie
Fisher. He received his formal education from
the Hinds County School system and grad-
uated from Utica High School in 1984. He at-
tended the University of Southern Mississippi,
where he majored in Business Administration.
He later received a Bachelor in Religious Edu-
cation, a Masters of Divinity and a Doctorate
of Ministry from Living Word Bible Institution in
Tyler, Texas.

Pastor Fisher is married to the former
Michele Chambers. They were married on
September 17, 1988. He is the father of three
lovely children: twin sons, Bryan and Ryan
and a daughter, Casey Michele. Pastor Fisher
finds time to love and care for his family as
Christ does the church. He is devoted to
strengthening them and helping them to grow
in their everyday walk with the Lord, just as he
does with the church.

Pastor Fisher has served his country as a
soldier in the United States Army. During this
time, he truly accepted Jesus Christ as his
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personal savior on October 23, 1993 in
Livorno, ltaly. He served eight years in the
U.S. Army, where he was part of two tours in
Southwest Asia. He departed military service
in July 1997. Afterwards, he was employed
with the U.S. Postal service in Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, where he recently retired in Decem-
ber, 2010.

He is currently a Life Member of the Vicks-
burg Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity, Inc. and serves as the Guide Right
Chairman. His purpose is Achievement, in
which he mentors young men, twelve through
eighteen years of age, providing them with tu-
toring, community involvement and religious
principles. He is also a member of Masonic
Order of Prince Hall Free and Accepted
Mason.

In 1984, Pastor Fisher became the first
known athlete in Mississippi to be selected All-
State in four sports. While attending University
of Southern Mississippi, he was member of
the basketball team, in which he led the Gold-
en Eagles to the NIT championship in 1987
and later was inducted into the USM hall of
fame. Although he loves basketball, he also
has a passion for golfing! Dr. Fisher is a die-
hard fan of the Los Angeles Lakers and the
Dallas Cowboys.

Pastor Fisher's motto is “If you don’t take it
personal, it will make you a better person”. He
is inspired by one of the Greatest Ministers,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., because of his will-
ingness to serve and his willingness to give up
his life for humanity. Greater Grove Street M.
B. Church has stood the test of time through
dedication, faith, stewardship, and commit-
ment from this soldier on the battlefield for the
Lord. He is a man of integrity, loyalty, dignity,
and honesty leading his people to do the will
of God.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Pastor Casey D. Fisher for his
dedication to God, family, community and
country.

TRIBUTE TO DON SANDOR

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Don Sandor ahead of his
retirement as City Administrator of Pleasant
Hill, lowa, on June 30th, 2017.

Don has spent 35 years in city administra-
tion. After administration jobs in Oskaloosa
and other cities in Pennsylvania, lllinois, and
lowa, Don came to Pleasant Hill in 2007. Even
though he arrived at the start of a recession
and in the midst of some controversy with pre-
vious projects, Don’s stability and guidance
helped him to eventually bring in more devel-
opment and projects to grow the community.
During his time as city administrator, the popu-
lation of Pleasant Hill has grown by 20 per-
cent, and the taxable valuation of properties
has increased by 93 percent. Throughout the
almost 10 years he has dedicated to his job,
Don helped to ensure that Pleasant Hill is one
of the places people look to for doing busi-
ness, living, and raising their families.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Don on his re-
tirement and his exemplary work as City Ad-
ministrator. | ask that my colleagues in the
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