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IN RECOGNITION OF PETTY OFFI-

CER MICHAEL JOHN 
CRUTCHFIELD 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise, today, to 
highlight the distinguished career of one of my 
constituents, Petty Officer Michael John 
Crutchfield. 

On April 27, 1970, when others were await-
ing their draft notices, 20-year-old Petty Officer 
Crutchfield took it upon himself to enlist in the 
United States Coast Guard and serve his 
county. 

A true patriot, in February 1972, Petty Offi-
cer Crutchfield, once again, decided to volun-
teer for our country, this time in Vietnam. De-
spite landing unarmed with a dozen of his col-
leagues, Michael fulfilled his mission and re-
turned to Barbers Point, Hawaii, where he 
served the balance of his three-year assign-
ment. 

Following his service in Hawaii, Petty Officer 
Crutchfield served as a member of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Heilo No. 1377 crew, conducting 
search and rescue missions in a HH–52A heli-
copter based out of Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base. 

Petty Officer Crutchfield’s service to our na-
tion is exemplified by such acts as saving a 
young man from having his legs amputated 
and aiding the search of 29 crewmen who per-
ished when the Edmund Fitzgerald sank in the 
icy water of Lake Superior in November of 
1975. 

But, Petty Officer Crutchfield is more than 
one man—he is a testament of the selfless 
patriotism and sacrifice embodied by the over 
35,000 veterans in Southeast Michigan. 

He is a representation of the bravery and 
honor embodied by so many servicemen and 
women in my district. 

Today, I would like to recognize each and 
every one of them, especially Petty Officer 
Crutchfield, for their outstanding service to our 
great nation. 

Representing them in Congress is my ut-
most honor, and I will continue to work tire-
lessly for them to give them the recognition 
and respect they deserve. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FLOOD 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Flood Prevention Act of 2017. The 
bill would amend the Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Act of 1972 (CZMA) to include the na-
tion’s capital in the definition of ‘‘coastal 
state.’’ Our bill would correct an apparent 
oversight in the omission of the District of Co-
lumbia, and would make the District eligible to 
receive federal funding and provide oversight 
for federally issued permits/facilities/ actions 
that affect the coastal waters of the District. 
The District urgently needs the protection of 
the CZMA because of serious flood risks that 
currently affect both residents, businesses and 

federal assets, including the National Mall and 
the cluster of downtown federal agencies. 

In an effort to reduce coastal flood risk, 
Congress has authorized a number of pro-
grams to help states and territories respond to 
floods and mitigate risk through resiliency 
projects. Among these programs, the CZMA 
provides planning and technical services to 
assist states in protecting, restoring and devel-
oping coastal communities and resources. 
Once the federal government approves a 
state’s coastal management plan, the state 
becomes eligible for grants. Federal actions 
must be consistent with the state plans and 
vice versa. 

Even though the District is located on two 
rivers and has suffered substantial coastal 
floods in the past, D.C. was omitted from the 
list of eligible states and territories in the 
CZMA. This oversight may have occurred be-
cause the CZMA was passed in 1972—before 
the District achieved home rule or had a Mem-
ber of Congress. Under Section 304 of the 
CZMA, ‘‘coastal state[s]’’ include the states 
and the U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust Territories 
of the Pacific Islands, and American Samoa). 
Absent from this definition is the District, even 
though the District, including the federal com-
plex, is under a serious threat from rising sea 
levels. Because the territories are included in 
the definition of ‘‘coastal states,’’ it appears 
that D.C.’s omission is a mistake, which only 
Congress can correct. 

Scientists have predicted that the tides on 
the Atlantic Coast could rise two to four feet 
by the year 2100, causing property worth as 
much as $7 billion in the District to be rou-
tinely under threat by floodwaters. This dam-
age not only includes private homes and busi-
nesses, but the National Mall, federal build-
ings, and three military bases located in the 
District. The Anacostia and Potomac rivers are 
both tidally influenced, showing tangible salt 
water effects (and fish) and are part of an 
‘‘intertidal-zone’’ existing between high and 
low maritime tides. In addition, the Maryland 
and Virginia coastal zones each include the 
tidal Potomac River, with Maryland’s zone 
ending at the District line. Because of these 
factors, the District should be eligible for 
CZMA grants just like the states and territories 
already listed in the CZMA. 

I urge support for this bill. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. STEVE 
ANDREWS 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life of a devoted 
public servant and United States Veteran, 
Steve Andrews, who died at the age of 67 on 
Saturday, January 28, 2017 in Petoskey, 
Michigan. 

Steve was born on October 15, 1949, to 
Tracy and Barbara Andrews and grew up in 
the heart of Northern Michigan in the city of 
Gaylord. Following his high school graduation 
in 1967, Steve joined the United States Navy 
where he worked as a medic on a number of 
bases around the world. Steve served with 

distinction from the U.S. Naval Hospital in 
Guam to the 1st Marine Division and Marine 
1st Force Reconnaissance Company in Viet-
nam and was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Navy Commendation Medal for his role in 
saving countless Marines’ lives during the 
Vietnam War. 

After coming back home, Steve became a 
successful entrepreneur, and in 1978, North-
ern Michigan residents recognized Steve’s 
commitment to community service by electing 
him to serve as State Representative for the 
106th Michigan House District. Steve retired 
from the Michigan legislature in 1982 after 
serving two terms and refocused his efforts on 
his small business and family. 

During the next 35 years, Steve and his 
wife, Karen, grew their small business, Stur-
geon River Pottery, into a well-established and 
widely respected Midwest retailer with a robust 
operation and thousands of supporters across 
the country. Further, Steve’s creative talents 
and generosity led him to be an active mem-
ber in his community where, in addition to 
being a successful small business owner, he 
coached youth football and baseball teams, 
served on the Board of Trustees of North Cen-
tral Michigan College, served as President of 
the Petoskey Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, and was a founding member of 
Petoskey’s Art in the Park. 

Mr. Speaker, Steve’s contributions to North-
ern Michigan cannot be overstated, and his 
family and community can take pride in know-
ing that Northern Michigan is a better place 
thanks to his life’s work. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s 1st Congressional District, I ask you to 
join me in recognizing an outstanding public 
servant whose contributions will continue to 
bless Northern Michigan residents for many 
years to come. May God bless Steve and his 
family always. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET R. 
GAITER 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish today to pay tribute to a longtime friend 
and one of the finest women I have ever 
known. 

Margaret Gaiter recently passed away on 
May 12, 2017 at the age of 91. I was honored 
to know Mrs. Gaiter and her late Husband, 
Felix. They both helped me as a young attor-
ney by giving me the privilege of representing 
their business. Mrs. Gaiter had always been 
very kind to me and was a person who treated 
everyone with love and respect. 

A 1947 graduate of Knoxville College, Ms. 
Gaiter worked for the Knoxville Housing Au-
thority in the 1950s and 1960s where she 
helped families relocate from dilapidated 
homes and buildings. She also worked for the 
Knox County Public School System’s parent 
involvement program which she retired from in 
1988. 

A member of Rogers Memorial Baptist 
Church in Knoxville, she served as minister of 
music for the church for over three decades. 
Mrs. Gaiter always lived her life by the Golden 
Rule. 

In 2007, Mrs. Gaiter and her late husband 
Felix were awarded the Knoxville Area Urban 
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League’s Whitney M. Young, Jr. Lifetime 
Award for their work on social justice and civil 
rights issues. This speaks to the role she 
played as a leader in her community. 

In 2007, after the Knoxville News-Sentinel 
wrote a very nice series of articles about Felix 
and Margaret Gaiter, I wrote a letter to the 
paper commending it for doing so. In my letter 
I stated: ‘‘The Gaiters have touched thousands 
of lives in kind and positive ways and have set 
an outstanding example for everyone. This 
Nation is a better place today because of Felix 
and Margaret Gaiter.’’ 

My wife Lynn went to visit Mrs. Gaiter a few 
weeks ago when she found out Margaret 
might possibly be nearing her death. Lynn and 
I send our condolences to Mrs. Gaiter’s chil-
dren and many grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Gaiter was a won-
derful wife, mother, and citizen. I call her life 
and accomplishments to the attention of my 
Colleagues and others. This Nation would be 
a much better place if we had more people 
like her. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE PATRICIA D. 
WISE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Judge Patricia D. Wise, elected in 
1989, is one of four Chancellors of the Fifth 

Chancery Court District of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi. 

Formerly Mrs. Wise was managing attorney 
and partner in the law firm of Dockins & Wise, 
Attorneys at Law, Jackson, Mississippi. Her 
private practice was in the area of Domestic 
Relations-Family Law, Personal Injury and 
General Civil practice. She served as Family 
Law Resource Attorney for Central Mississippi 
Legal Services. 

An Oxford, Mississippi native, she has lived 
in Jackson, Mississippi for the past thirty-five 
years. She received her Bachelors of Science 
in Special Education, her Masters of Commu-
nicative Disorders and her Juris Doctorate de-
gree all from the University of Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Judge Patricia D. Wise for her 
dedication to serving others. 
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