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commit a crime of violence, that crime
would be punishable by up to 25 years
in prison.

Our bill would also strengthen exist-
ing laws that prohibit gun smuggling.
Right now, it is illegal for someone to
smuggle a firearm into the United
States with the intent to engage in
drug trafficking or violent crime. To
combat the drug cartels operating on
our southern border, however, we must
also prohibit firearms and ammunition
from being trafficked out of the United
States for those illegal purposes. In so
doing, our bill would provide an impor-
tant tool to combat trafficking organi-
zations that are exporting firearms and
ammunition from the United States
and into Mexico where they are used by
the drug cartels that are in turn fuel-
ing the heroin crisis here at home.

In a recent investigation along our
southern border, ATF agents seized
nearly 40,000 rounds of illegal ammuni-
tion from suspects who were attempt-
ing to smuggle both firearms and am-
munition across the border and into
Mexico. Similarly, a large percentage
of the guns used in crimes in our larg-
est cities were trafficked across State
lines.

I want to emphasize that our bill
fully protects the Second Amendment
rights of our law-abiding citizens. It
protects legitimate private gun sales
and is drafted to avoid sweeping in in-
nocent transactions and placing unnec-
essary burdens on lawful private sales.
It expressly exempts certain trans-
actions that are permitted under cur-
rent laws, such as gifts, raffles, and
auctions. Furthermore, the bill ex-
pressly prohibits any authority pro-
vided by this act from being used to es-
tablish a Federal firearms registry—
something I am strongly opposed to.

I started my remarks by reminding
us all that this is National Police
Week. Let’s honor our police officers
and other law enforcement by giving
them this much needed tool to crack
down on illegal firearm traffickers who
are exploiting our addicts in so many
ways in order to obtain guns that they
are not legally able to purchase. I urge
my colleagues to support this much
needed legislation.

Thank you, Mr. President.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 172—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2017 AS “OLDER
AMERICANS MONTH”

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. NELSON, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
WARREN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. BURR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 172

Whereas President John F. Kennedy first
designated May as ‘‘Senior Citizens Month”
in 1963;
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Whereas, in 1963, only approximately
17,000,000 individuals living in the United
States were age 65 or older, approximately Vs
of those individuals lived in poverty, and few
programs existed to meet the needs of older
individuals in the United States;

Whereas, in 2017, there are more than
47,800,000 individuals age 65 or older in the
United States, and those individuals account
for 14.9 percent of the total population of the
United States;

Whereas approximately 10,000 individuals
in the United States turn age 65 each day;

Whereas, in 2015, more than 9,300,000 vet-
erans of the Armed Forces were age 65 or
older;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States rely on Federal programs, such as
programs under the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 301 et seq.) (including the Medicare
program under title XVIII of that Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) and the Medicaid program
under title XIX of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.)), for financial security and high-quality
affordable health care;

Whereas the Older Americans Act of 1965
(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) provides supportive
services to help individuals of the United
States who are age 60 or older maintain max-
imum independence in the homes and com-
munities of those individuals;

Whereas that Act provides funding for pro-
grams, including nutrition services, trans-
portation, and care management, to assist
more than 11,000,000 older individuals in the
United States each year;

Whereas compared to older individuals in
the United States in past generations, older
individuals in the United States in 2017 are
working longer, living longer, and enjoying
healthier, more active, and more inde-
pendent lifestyles;

Whereas more than 5,300,000 individuals in
the United States age 65 or older continue to
work as full-time, year-round employees;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States play an important role in society by
continuing to contribute their experience,
knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States play vital roles in their communities
and remain involved in volunteer work, men-
toring activities, the arts, cultural activi-
ties, and civic engagement; and

Whereas a society that recognizes the suc-
cess of older individuals and continues to en-
hance their access to quality and affordable
health care will encourage the ongoing par-
ticipation and heightened independence of
those individuals and will ensure the contin-
ued safety and well-being of those individ-
uals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2017 as ‘‘Older Ameri-
cans Month”’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to provide opportunities for older in-
dividuals to continue to flourish by—

(A) emphasizing the importance and lead-
ership of older individuals through public
recognition of the ongoing achievements of
the older individuals;

(B) presenting opportunities for older indi-
viduals to share their wisdom, experience,
and skills with younger generations; and

(C) recognizing older individuals as valu-
able assets in strengthening communities
across the United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 173—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 15
THROUGH MAY 21, 2017, AS ‘“‘NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. LEAHY,
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Mr. WICKER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
JOHNSON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CARPER,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HATCH, Ms.
HEITKAMP, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. STRANGE, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. KING, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. NELSON, Mr. MENEN-

DEZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. COONS, Mr.
BrOWN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. CORTEZ
MasTO, Mr. BURR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.

DAINES, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
YOUNG, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCOTT,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
RUBIO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. TOOMEY, Mrs. MCCASKILL,
Mr. ENzI, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. CORKER, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. LEE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
RIscH, and Mr. HELLER) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 173

Whereas, in 1962, John Fitzgerald Kennedy
signed the Joint Resolution entitled ‘‘Joint
Resolution to authorize the President to pro-
claim May 15 of each year as Peace Officers
Memorial Day and the calendar week of each
year during which such May 15 occurs as Po-
lice Week”’ (36 U.S.C. 136);

Whereas the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial, dedicated on October 15,
1991, is the national monument to honor law
enforcement officers who have died in the
line of duty;

Whereas Federal, State, local, and tribal
police officers, sheriffs, and other law en-
forcement officers across the United States
serve with valor, dignity and integrity;

Whereas law enforcement officers are
charged with pursuing justice for all individ-
uals and performing their duties with fidel-
ity to the constitutional and civil rights of
the individuals that the law enforcement of-
ficers serve;

Whereas the resolve of law enforcement of-
ficers in the service of their communities is
unyielding, despite inherent dangers in the
performance of their duties;

Whereas the vigilance, compassion, and de-
cency of law enforcement officers are the
best defense of society against individuals
who seek to do harm;

Whereas Peace Officers Memorial Day,
2017, honors the 143 law enforcement officers
killed in the line of duty during 2016, includ-
ing Amir Abdul-Khaliq, Lorne Bradley
Aherns, Sean Lewis Allred, Manuel
Alejandro Alvarez, Scott Alfred Ballantyne,
Robert Aaron Barker, Gregory Eugene Bar-
ney, Douglas Scott Barney, II, Jose Daniel
Barraza, Scott Leslie Bashioum, Stacey
Allen Baumgartner, Brian Pecson Beliso, An-
thony David Beminio, Kenneth Levella
Bettis, Timothy James Brackeen, Allen
David Brandt, James Irwin Brockmeyer,
Cody James Brotherson, Shannon Matthew
Brown, Patrick Thomas Carothers, Nathan-
iel Alan Carrigan, Jose Ismael Chavez, Aaron
Jackson Christian, Thomas L. Clardy, Paul
Allen Clark, Brandon Scott Collins, Jacai
David Colson, Adam Scott Conrad, William
Pressley Cooper, Clint E. Corvinus, Thomas
Wayne Cottrell, Jr., Sean Eamonn Cullen,
Patrick Bryan Dailey, Jonathan Matias
DeGuzman, Chad Phillip Dermyer, Cody
James Donahue, Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya,
David Kyle Elahi, Eric Dale Ellsworth,
Susan Louise Farrell, William George
Fearon, Scot Fitzgerald, Leander Frank,
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De’Greaun Reshun Frazier, Anthony Joseph
Freeman, Jason Gallero, Bradford Allen
Garafola, Sr., Derek Mace Geer, Matthew
Lane Gerald, David Van Glasser, Dan Thom-
as Glaze, Jr., David Gomez, Jason Michael
Goodding, Ashley Marie Guindon, R. Jake
Gutierrez, Adam John Hartwig, David Stefan
Hofer, Jack Lanceson Hopkins, Natasha
Maria Hunter, John Thomas Isenhour,
Montrell Lyle Jackson, Allen Lee Jacobs,
Myron Anthony Jarrett, Mari Ann Johnson,
Sean Richard Johnson, Michael Jason
Katherman, Ronald Eugene Kienzle, Carl
Allen Koontz, John Robert Kotfila, Jr., Mi-
chael Leslie Krol, Brad D. Lancaster,
Zachary Tyler Larnerd, dJude Williams
Lewis, Mark Franklin Logsdon, Alfonso
Lopez, Rod Barron Lucas, Kenneth Hubert
Maltby, Benjamin Edward Marconi, Justin
Scott Martin, Lisa Anne Mauldin, Henry
Malcolm McAleenan, Jr., Calvin Marcus
McCullers, Jr., J. Scott McGuire, Luis A.
Melendez-Maldonado, Robert David Melton,
David Francis Michel, Jr., Kevin Dwayne
Miller, Shawn Glenn Miller, Derrick Morial
Mingo, Kenneth Ray Moats, Jason David
Moszer, Kristopher David Moules, Jeffrey
Don Nichols, Eric James Oliver, David Ortiz,
Steven C. Owen, Edwin R. Pabon-Robles, Jo-
seph George Portaro, Timothy P. Pratt, Car-
los Bernabe Puente-Morales, Jorge Ramos,
Robert Eugene Ransom, Darrin Lee Reed,
Waldemar  Rivera-Santiago, Victor M.
Rosado-Rosa, Collin James Rose, Jorge San-
chez, Justin Ryan Scherlen, Nikeelan D.
Semmon, Daryl Wayne Smallwood, Nicholas
Ryan Smarr, Jody Carl Smith, Michael Jo-
seph Smith, Steven Michael Smith, Timothy
Kevin Smith, Verdell Smith, Sr., Harvey
Snook, III, Blake Curtis Snyder, Patrick Mi-
chael Sondron, Kenneth Joseph Starrs, Ken-
neth Melvin Steil, Paul R. Stuewer, Martin
Tase Sturgill, II, Ronald Tarentino, Jr.,
James Lee Tartt, Nathan Daniel Taylor,
Ryan Sean Thomas, Brent Alan Thompson,
Paul J. Tuozzolo, Jose Gilbert Vega, Ken-
neth V. Velez, Michael Josua Ventura, Den-
nis Randall Wallace, Landon Eugene Weaver,
Justin Scott White, Frankie Lamar Wil-
liams, Michael Scott Williams, Michael Ar-
thur Winter, Kerry Joseph Winters, Sr.,
Patricio Enrique Zamarripa, Joseph Peter
Zangaro, Marco Antonio Zarate, and Lesley
Marie Zerebny; and

Whereas, during the first 4 months of 2017,
42 law enforcement officers across the United
States have made the ultimate sacrifice:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 15 through
May 21, 2017, as ‘‘National Police Week’’;

(2) expresses strong support for law en-
forcement officers across the United States
for their efforts to build safer and more se-
cure communities;

(3) recognizes the need to ensure that law
enforcement officers have the equipment,
training, and resources necessary to protect
their health and safety while the law en-
forcement officers are protecting the public;

(4) recognizes the members of the law en-
forcement community for their selfless acts
of bravery;

(5) acknowledges that police officers and
other law enforcement officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice should be re-
membered and honored;

(6) expresses condolences to the loved ones
of each law enforcement officer who has
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty; and

(7) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Police Week with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
promote awareness of the vital role of law
enforcement officers in building safer and
more secure communities across the United
States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 174—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY

OF LIONS CLUBS INTER-
NATIONAL AND CELEBRATING
THE LIONS CLUBS INTER-

NATIONAL FOR A LONG HISTORY
OF HUMANITARIAN SERVICE

Mr. MORAN (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. ENZI, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
PAUL, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 174

Whereas, on June 7, 1917, Chicago business
leader Melvin Jones founded Lions Clubs
International in Chicago, Illinois, based on
the principle that “[yJou can’t get very far
until you start doing something for some-
body else’’;

Whereas the motto of Lions Clubs Inter-
national, ““We Serve’’—

(1) was selected in 1954 after having been
submitted by Lion D.A. Stevenson of Font
Hill, Ontario, in an international contest;
and

(2) applies to the charitable and humani-
tarian priorities of Lions Clubs Inter-
national, including—

(A) eyesight preservation and blindness
prevention;

(B) services for individuals with disabil-
ities;

(C) hearing and speech conservation;

(D) diabetes awareness;

(E) youth outreach;

(F) services for older individuals;

(G) activities that promote international
goodwill;

(H) disaster relief; and

(I) environmental protection;

Whereas, with over 46,000 clubs and
1,400,000 members in over 200 countries and
geographical areas around the globe, Lions
Clubs International is the largest service or-
ganization in the world;

Whereas the purposes of Lions Clubs Inter-
national include—

(1) to create and foster a spirit of under-
standing among people around the world;

(2) to promote the principles of good gov-
ernment and good citizenship;

(3) to take an active interest in the civic,
cultural, social, and moral welfare of the
community;

(4) to provide a forum for the open discus-
sion of all matters of public interest, except
that members of Lions Clubs International
may not debate partisan politics and sec-
tarian religion;

(5) to encourage service-minded individuals
to serve their communities without personal
financial reward; and

(6) to encourage efficiency and promote
high ethical standards in commerce, indus-
try, public works, and professional and pri-
vate endeavors;

Whereas, on March 12, 1920, a Lions Club
was chartered in Windsor, Ontario, Canada,
and Lions Clubs became an international or-
ganization;

Whereas, in 1925, at the Lions Club in
Cedar Point, Ohio, Helen Keller charged
members of Lions Clubs International with
becoming ‘‘knights of the blind in the cru-
sade against darkness’’;

Whereas, in 1926, polar explorer and mem-
ber of the District of Columbia Lions Club,
Admiral Richard E. Byrd, Jr., flew over the
North Pole carrying the flag of Lions Clubs
International;

Whereas, in 1930, after witnessing an indi-
vidual with a vision impairment having dif-
ficulty crossing a street, Lion George
Bonham painted a cane white with a red
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band for use by visually impaired individ-
uals;

Whereas, in 1931—

(1) the first Lions Club was established
south of the United States in Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico; and

(2) the first Lions Clubs International con-
vention was held in Toronto, Ontario;

Whereas, in 1935, during the Lions Clubs
International convention in Mexico City,
Amelia Earhart, who was an honorary mem-
ber of the New York City Lions Club, com-
pleted a record-breaking nonstop flight from
Los Angeles, California, to Mexico;

Whereas, in 1939, the members of the De-
troit Uptown Lions Club converted an old
farmhouse in the State of Michigan into a
school to train dog guides for visually im-
paired individuals, helping to popularize dog
guides worldwide;

Whereas, on June 6, 1939, the first Little
League baseball game was played at Park
Point in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, after
Lion Carl Edwin Stotz appealed to Lions
Clubs International, the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, and other community part-
ners for support to provide an organized
baseball program for children;

Whereas, in 1944, the first eye bank in the
world was established in New York City, and
as of March 2017, most eye banks are spon-
sored by Lions Clubs International;

Whereas, in 1945, Lions Clubs International
assisted in drafting the Charter of the United
Nations, which began a lasting relationship
between Lions Clubs International and the
United Nations that includes Lions Clubs
International aid and volunteers for—

(1) the United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund;

(2) the World Health Organization;

(3) the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization; and

(4) other humanitarian projects;

Whereas, in 1957, the Leo Clubs youth pro-
gram of Lions Clubs International was estab-
lished to provide young people with the op-
portunity for personal development through
volunteer work;

Whereas, as of March 2017, there are ap-
proximately 157,000 Leos and 600 Leo Clubs in
over 200 countries and geographical areas
worldwide;

Whereas, in 1968, the Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation (referred to in this pre-
amble as “LCIF”’) was established to assist
Lions Clubs International with global and
large-scale local humanitarian projects;

Whereas LCIF has given more than
$826,000,000 in grants to support the humani-
tarian work of Lions Clubs International;

Whereas, in 1972, LCIF awarded its first
grant, in the amount of $5,000, to assist flood
victims in South Dakota;

Whereas, in 1977, Lion Jimmy Carter be-
came the 39th President of the United
States;

Whereas, in 1985, LCIF awarded its first
Major Catastrophe Grant, in the amount of
$50,000, for earthquake relief in Mexico;

Whereas, in 1986, Mother Teresa accepted a
Lions Humanitarian Award;

Whereas, in 1987, Lions Clubs International
amended its bylaws and invited women to be-
come members, and women are now the fast-
est growing group of new members in Lions
Clubs International;

Whereas, in 1990, LCIF
SightFirst, an initiative that—

(1) assists Lions Clubs International in ac-
tivities to restore eyesight and prevent
blindness on a global scale; and

(2) eventually raised more than $415,000,000
to target low vision, trachoma, river blind-
ness, childhood blindness, diabetic retinop-
athy, and glaucoma;

Whereas, in 1995, LCIF began a partnership
with the Carter Center, led by former Presi-
dent and Lion Jimmy Carter, to combat

launched
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