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commit a crime of violence, that crime 
would be punishable by up to 25 years 
in prison. 

Our bill would also strengthen exist-
ing laws that prohibit gun smuggling. 
Right now, it is illegal for someone to 
smuggle a firearm into the United 
States with the intent to engage in 
drug trafficking or violent crime. To 
combat the drug cartels operating on 
our southern border, however, we must 
also prohibit firearms and ammunition 
from being trafficked out of the United 
States for those illegal purposes. In so 
doing, our bill would provide an impor-
tant tool to combat trafficking organi-
zations that are exporting firearms and 
ammunition from the United States 
and into Mexico where they are used by 
the drug cartels that are in turn fuel-
ing the heroin crisis here at home. 

In a recent investigation along our 
southern border, ATF agents seized 
nearly 40,000 rounds of illegal ammuni-
tion from suspects who were attempt-
ing to smuggle both firearms and am-
munition across the border and into 
Mexico. Similarly, a large percentage 
of the guns used in crimes in our larg-
est cities were trafficked across State 
lines. 

I want to emphasize that our bill 
fully protects the Second Amendment 
rights of our law-abiding citizens. It 
protects legitimate private gun sales 
and is drafted to avoid sweeping in in-
nocent transactions and placing unnec-
essary burdens on lawful private sales. 
It expressly exempts certain trans-
actions that are permitted under cur-
rent laws, such as gifts, raffles, and 
auctions. Furthermore, the bill ex-
pressly prohibits any authority pro-
vided by this act from being used to es-
tablish a Federal firearms registry— 
something I am strongly opposed to. 

I started my remarks by reminding 
us all that this is National Police 
Week. Let’s honor our police officers 
and other law enforcement by giving 
them this much needed tool to crack 
down on illegal firearm traffickers who 
are exploiting our addicts in so many 
ways in order to obtain guns that they 
are not legally able to purchase. I urge 
my colleagues to support this much 
needed legislation. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 172—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2017 AS ‘‘OLDER 
AMERICANS MONTH’’ 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. NELSON, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. 
WARREN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. DONNELLY, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 172 

Whereas President John F. Kennedy first 
designated May as ‘‘Senior Citizens Month’’ 
in 1963; 

Whereas, in 1963, only approximately 
17,000,000 individuals living in the United 
States were age 65 or older, approximately 1⁄3 
of those individuals lived in poverty, and few 
programs existed to meet the needs of older 
individuals in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2017, there are more than 
47,800,000 individuals age 65 or older in the 
United States, and those individuals account 
for 14.9 percent of the total population of the 
United States; 

Whereas approximately 10,000 individuals 
in the United States turn age 65 each day; 

Whereas, in 2015, more than 9,300,000 vet-
erans of the Armed Forces were age 65 or 
older; 

Whereas older individuals in the United 
States rely on Federal programs, such as 
programs under the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 301 et seq.) (including the Medicare 
program under title XVIII of that Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) and the Medicaid program 
under title XIX of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
seq.)), for financial security and high-quality 
affordable health care; 

Whereas the Older Americans Act of 1965 
(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) provides supportive 
services to help individuals of the United 
States who are age 60 or older maintain max-
imum independence in the homes and com-
munities of those individuals; 

Whereas that Act provides funding for pro-
grams, including nutrition services, trans-
portation, and care management, to assist 
more than 11,000,000 older individuals in the 
United States each year; 

Whereas compared to older individuals in 
the United States in past generations, older 
individuals in the United States in 2017 are 
working longer, living longer, and enjoying 
healthier, more active, and more inde-
pendent lifestyles; 

Whereas more than 5,300,000 individuals in 
the United States age 65 or older continue to 
work as full-time, year-round employees; 

Whereas older individuals in the United 
States play an important role in society by 
continuing to contribute their experience, 
knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments; 

Whereas older individuals in the United 
States play vital roles in their communities 
and remain involved in volunteer work, men-
toring activities, the arts, cultural activi-
ties, and civic engagement; and 

Whereas a society that recognizes the suc-
cess of older individuals and continues to en-
hance their access to quality and affordable 
health care will encourage the ongoing par-
ticipation and heightened independence of 
those individuals and will ensure the contin-
ued safety and well-being of those individ-
uals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2017 as ‘‘Older Ameri-

cans Month’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to provide opportunities for older in-
dividuals to continue to flourish by— 

(A) emphasizing the importance and lead-
ership of older individuals through public 
recognition of the ongoing achievements of 
the older individuals; 

(B) presenting opportunities for older indi-
viduals to share their wisdom, experience, 
and skills with younger generations; and 

(C) recognizing older individuals as valu-
able assets in strengthening communities 
across the United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 173—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 15 
THROUGH MAY 21, 2017, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK’’ 

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. LEAHY, 

Mr. WICKER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CARPER, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HATCH, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. STRANGE, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. KING, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. NELSON, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. BURR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCOTT, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
RUBIO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. TOOMEY, Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. CORKER, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. LEE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
RISCH, and Mr. HELLER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 173 

Whereas, in 1962, John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
signed the Joint Resolution entitled ‘‘Joint 
Resolution to authorize the President to pro-
claim May 15 of each year as Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and the calendar week of each 
year during which such May 15 occurs as Po-
lice Week’’ (36 U.S.C. 136); 

Whereas the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial, dedicated on October 15, 
1991, is the national monument to honor law 
enforcement officers who have died in the 
line of duty; 

Whereas Federal, State, local, and tribal 
police officers, sheriffs, and other law en-
forcement officers across the United States 
serve with valor, dignity and integrity; 

Whereas law enforcement officers are 
charged with pursuing justice for all individ-
uals and performing their duties with fidel-
ity to the constitutional and civil rights of 
the individuals that the law enforcement of-
ficers serve; 

Whereas the resolve of law enforcement of-
ficers in the service of their communities is 
unyielding, despite inherent dangers in the 
performance of their duties; 

Whereas the vigilance, compassion, and de-
cency of law enforcement officers are the 
best defense of society against individuals 
who seek to do harm; 

Whereas Peace Officers Memorial Day, 
2017, honors the 143 law enforcement officers 
killed in the line of duty during 2016, includ-
ing Amir Abdul-Khaliq, Lorne Bradley 
Aherns, Sean Lewis Allred, Manuel 
Alejandro Alvarez, Scott Alfred Ballantyne, 
Robert Aaron Barker, Gregory Eugene Bar-
ney, Douglas Scott Barney, II, Jose Daniel 
Barraza, Scott Leslie Bashioum, Stacey 
Allen Baumgartner, Brian Pecson Beliso, An-
thony David Beminio, Kenneth Levella 
Bettis, Timothy James Brackeen, Allen 
David Brandt, James Irwin Brockmeyer, 
Cody James Brotherson, Shannon Matthew 
Brown, Patrick Thomas Carothers, Nathan-
iel Alan Carrigan, Jose Ismael Chavez, Aaron 
Jackson Christian, Thomas L. Clardy, Paul 
Allen Clark, Brandon Scott Collins, Jacai 
David Colson, Adam Scott Conrad, William 
Pressley Cooper, Clint E. Corvinus, Thomas 
Wayne Cottrell, Jr., Sean Eamonn Cullen, 
Patrick Bryan Dailey, Jonathan Matias 
DeGuzman, Chad Phillip Dermyer, Cody 
James Donahue, Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya, 
David Kyle Elahi, Eric Dale Ellsworth, 
Susan Louise Farrell, William George 
Fearon, Scot Fitzgerald, Leander Frank, 
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