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downtown streets. The city has always been
home to a diverse population. Joining the
large Latino population, German immigrants
started breweries and a tannery, the Chinese
helped build the railroads and were engaged
in shrimp fishing, and the Japanese brought
the floral industry. In 1926, the Chamber of
Commerce proclaimed Redwood City the
“Chrysanthemum Capital of the World.” The
floral industry thrived until one of the darkest
chapters of U.S. history, the internment of
Japanese Americans during WWII.

Redwood City experienced several popu-
lation and housing booms. The 1906 San
Francisco earthquake displaced thousands
who built new neighborhoods on the Penin-
sula. By 1920, many Redwood City residents
were commuting to jobs outside the city. In the
1930s the population doubled. By 1937, a mu-
nicipal marina and an international port with a
widened channel were ready to ship cargo.

The largest population increase took place
after World War Il when Redwood City grew
from 12,400 in 1940 to 46,300 in 1960. Today,
there are 82,000 residents.

No one can mention Redwood City without
celebrating its schools and the families that
thrive through the district’s services. Two great
public high schools and multiple public ele-
mentary and middle schools, as well as sev-
eral charter schools, offer the American dream
of a quality, free public education to all. The
city also incorporates several quality private
schools.

Redwood City has amazing parks and is
dotted with redwood trees. Beautiful hillsides
in a nearby county park are covered with a
plethora of wildflowers and are home to ma-
jestic mountain lions. The city itself is home to
the San Mateo County History Museum. The
city is also the county seat of San Mateo
where | started my political career and have
watched history unfold. Courthouse Square
anchors a revitalized city core that includes a
wonderful theater, restaurants and bakeries.

Redwood City is family-focused and young,
with nearly 25 percent of its residents being
under age 18. It offers cultural and rec-
reational events in Courthouse Square
throughout the year, aided in part by the city’s
wonderful weather. In fact, the beautiful
weather is famously memorialized by the city’s
motto “Climate Best by Government Test.”
There are celebrations of multiple national
backgrounds, religions and cultures that are
welcomed by city residents. Foreign-born resi-
dents are 32 percent of all residents. The peo-
ple of Redwood City are proud that their city
is a miniature United Nations, speaking to
America through dozens of languages heard
daily on its streets.

In the heart of Silicon Valley, the city is
home to such global brands as Oracle,
Box.com and Google. One of today’s newer
and smaller companies creates 3D printers
that will save our armed forces tens of millions
of dollars and strengthen our national defense,
while another small company seeks to end the
dangers of hospital infection and opioid addic-
tion by transforming the delivery of pain medi-
cations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in cele-
brating the sesquicentennial of Redwood City,
a community that serves as a model for vi-
brancy and friendliness. It's a place where in-
novation soars because the celebration of the
American spirit is ever-present. It is the real
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frontier of America because tomorrow is
emerging through the celebration of our
shared past, present and future.
————
HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES
ACT
SPEECH OF
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H.R. 1892, The Hon-
oring Hometown Heroes Act. This bill will be
crucial in giving the courageous first respond-
ers the recognition they deserve.

The Honoring Hometown Heroes Act, or
H.R. 1892, will help give honor to those who
have passed away while serving their commu-
nities. First responders are some of the most
important people in the country. They put out
the fires that threaten our homes. They keep
our streets safe to live on. They bring people
who are suffering from a medical issue to the
hospital to provide them with the care that
they need. They investigate the crimes that
have been committed and bring the perpetra-
tors to justice. These brave men and women
are often volunteers, who merely want to help
their communities.

These jobs are often dangerous. They in-
volve fires, carbon monoxide, violence, and
other hostile acts. Unfortunately, due to the
dangerous nature of this work, not all of these
men and women survive. They are killed serv-
ing their communities, making them better
places to live. These men and women have
given the ultimate sacrifice to their towns and
cities. They deserve as much honor and re-
spect that can be bestowed upon them and
their families.

| have the utmost respect and admiration for
these men and women and believe that this
bill gives proper public respect to fallen first
responders. Governors will now be able to de-
clare the flag to be lowered to half-mast. This
gives governors the ability to immediately
honor the fallen first responders. These men
and women deserve as much.

| believe that Congressman LARSON’s bill is
a necessity for the United States. It is regret-
table that such legislation has not been
passed before this time. | put my full support
behind this effort to honor those who have fall-
en in the service of others. This bill is an ex-
ample of true patriotism that all members of
this chamber, Republicans, Democrats, and
Independents, can get behind for the benefit
of the fallen first responders, their families,
and the American people. | therefore urge
passage of H.R. 1892.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll
call votes 263, 264, 265, and 266 on Thurs-
day, May 18, 2017. | would like the record to
show that, had | been present, | would have
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voted “Nay” on roll call votes 263, 264, and
265; | would have voted “Yea” on roll call vote
266.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER MARINE CORPORAL
(CPL) WILLIAM JUSTIN LEE COO-
PER

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen soldier Marine
Corporal William Justin Lee Cooper who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on May 19, 2008, during Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. Cpl Cooper was killed in combat
near Garmsir, Afghanistan.

Cpl Cooper was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment, 24th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit, 2nd Marine Division, Il Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina. According to 40 Days of
Honor, Cpl Cooper's skill as a marksman
earned him a position on a sniper team. It was
in fulfilment of his duties as a sniper that he
was killed. During his military service, Cpl
Cooper was awarded the Good Conduct
Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, Irag Campaign
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Medal and two Sea Serv-
ice Deployment Ribbons.

After graduating from Europa High School in
2004, Cpl Cooper briefly attended Holmes
Community College. It was Christmas Eve of
2004 when Cpl Cooper told his father he was
joining the Marine Corps. His father told the
Associated Press, “l remember telling him that
he needed to have a lot of thought before
doing this. He felt his country needed him at
the time more than he needed school.” He
also said of his son, “He had more friends
than anyone | know. He was daddy’s hero;
now he’s everyone’s hero.”

Cpl Cooper’s friend, Heather Burchfield, told
the Associated Press, “Coop was that fun-lov-
ing, crazy guy everyone liked. He’s the one
you always wanted on your side because he
is always going to take up for you. Even in
high school, he had a soldier's heart. He was
a very loyal friend.”

Cpl Cooper is survived by his parents, Alan
Cooper and Debra Cooper.

The sacrifice of this brave soldier will always
be remembered.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF
CHEERWINE

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor North Carolina’s favorite soft drink,
Cheerwine, which is celebrating their 100th
anniversary on May 20, 2017.

Handcrafted in Salisbury, North Carolina,
Cheerwine was created by L.D. Peeler, who
sought to create a soft drink of his own during
sugar rationing amid World War I. L.D. Peeler
purchased cherry flavoring from a traveling
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