United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 163

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017

No. 87

Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, May 22, 2017, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House during these decisive days. May
they remain genuine enough to pre-
serve their integrity, great enough to
be humble, and good enough to keep
their faith, always regarding public of-
fice as a sacred trust. Give them the
wisdom and the courage to fail not
their fellow citizens nor You.

Bless as well all those who serve:
those men and women who are in the
Armed Forces and, at the end of this
week, those men and women of the blue
line, who protect us daily in our
homes, towns, and cities.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.
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The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WOMACK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

DRUG COURT SUPPORT

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of drug courts and
veterans treatment courts in America.

No one disputes the issues of ramp-
ant drug use and abuse in our Nation

and the tremendous hardship it is plac-
ing on families, on businesses, and our
criminal justice system. Recently, I
met a remarkable young man from Ar-
kansas who epitomizes the critical
need to expand these lifesaving pro-
grams.

Blayne was facing 20 years in prison
because of a 10-year addiction to opioid
prescription drugs that spiraled out of
control while experimenting in college.
Today he is a father to three beautiful
children, owns his own home, and is
giving back to his community—all be-
cause a drug court in Arkansas saved
him.

This month is National Drug Court
Month. Drug courts represent one of
our Nation’s most successful strategies
for intervention.

I support drug courts and veterans
treatment courts. I am counting on my
colleagues to ensure they are properly
supported and funded. The return on
investment is incalculable.

———

DIRECT CONNECT TO SUCCESS
ACT

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the Direct Connect to
Success Act.

In my district and across the State of
Florida, hundreds of thousands of striv-
ing students start in community col-
leges and automatically get admitted
into our 4-year universities if they
graduate with a minimum of 2.0. A 4-
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