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Mr. Speaker, I yield back.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I lis-
tened to his comments with interest. I
want to touch on a number of com-
ments he made, however.

First of all, in a very partisan vote
from 3 a.m. in the morning until 6 a.m.
in the morning, my Republican col-
leagues passed a bill in a partisan fash-
ion—there were a few Democrats; not
many—that passed part D prescription
drugs for seniors.

We voted against that. And then we
took the majority. And what did we do,
Mr. Speaker? We acted in a way to en-
sure that the part D prescription drug
package that the Republicans had
passed in the previous Congress did, in
fact, work; and it is a success today be-
cause we did that.

That is exactly the opposite of what
our Republican colleagues did, Mr.
Speaker, with respect to the Affordable
Care Act. In fact, the Affordable Care
Act, as my friend knows and polling
now shows that over 55 percent of
Americans believe that the Affordable
Care Act ought to be kept; and 75 per-
cent of them, three out of four Ameri-
cans, believe we ought to fix the Af-
fordable Care Act, not repeal it.

That has not changed, however, the
Republicans’ attempt and rhetoric to
repeal. Now, there were a number of
things that the Republicans did, con-
trary to what we did with respect to
the prescription drug bill for seniors,
to undermine and create this situation
of which the majority leader speaks
where there are some insurance compa-
nies that have pulled out, that are not
doing as well as they should have and
we wanted them to have.

One thing, many Republican Gov-
ernors refuse to join the Medicaid ex-
pansion program, adversely affecting
millions of Americans.

Secondly, they did not find the risk
corridors. We knew when we estab-
lished this problem that there was
going to be a very tough time in mak-
ing valid judgments on what costs were
going to be two years into this pro-
gram. We did not fund it. The CO-OPs
also did not receive the support that
was contemplated by the statute.

The cost-sharing subsidies the ad-
ministration has put at risk. Now, we
were assured just before the bill passed
that: Oh, no, we are going to pay for
the cost-sharing subsidies.

But the Republicans, Mr. Speaker,
filed suit, and the court said: Oh, no,
you have to appropriate those moneys
on the cost-sharing subsidies.

The majority leader knows—cer-
tainly everybody on the Energy and
Commerce knows, and every Member
ought to know—without those sub-
sidies, the insurance companies will
have mispriced their product, for
deductibles and copays, in particular.
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That, Mr. Speaker, is what I speak
of, in terms of the actions that have
been taken over the last 6 years to un-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

dermine the confidence of the market-
place. Everybody knows that con-
fidence is an important factor in any
marketplace.

I am sure we are going to debate this
again. Mr. Speaker, again, I would sim-
ply ask: Is this bill coming back to the
House? Will we expect another vote on
it?

The CBO report is due next week. I
believe that if, in fact, we are going to
schedule that, we ought to at least be
given notice that that either is or may
be a piece of legislation that will be on
the floor next week, prior to our break
for Memorial Day.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. MCCARTHY. As I said earlier,
this is a technical issue. I have all the
confidence in the world the CBO score
will come back, we will meet the rec-
onciliation number, and we will move
it to the Senate.

If my colleague wants to schedule
something, I will schedule with you.
We can walk the bill over there to-
gether. I believe the American people
are waiting for it.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
——
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY
22, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next and
that the order of the House of January
3, 2017, regarding morning-hour debate
not apply on that day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BI1GGS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

———

LIONFISH

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, in the
warm waters off Texas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Georgia, the Carolinas, and
my beloved Florida, a reef assassin
lurks.

Lionfish are an invasive species, with
no predators, huge appetites, and ex-
ploding populations. Just one female
lionfish will release 10 million eggs
during her lifetime. Each lionfish can
eat 65 juvenile reef fish in one meal.
NOAA ecologists call the lionfish one
of the greatest threats of the century
to reefs.

Reefs support tourism, recreational
fishing, commercial fishing, and our
way of life. Lionfish threaten a multi-
billion-dollar reef economy. To date,
all efforts to eradicate the lionfish
have failed. Bounty programs are un-
economical, and rodeos, while helpful,
are unscalable.

Today, I filed legislation to turn the
tables on the lionfish. Our proposition
is simple: Fishermen who slay 100
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lionfish can earn one tag to fish red
snapper, gag grouper, triggerfish, or
amberjack whenever they want. Any-
one who Kkills 100 lionfish has done
their part to save hundreds, if not
thousands, of coveted reef fish.

The Reef Assassin Act costs no
money and uses our natural resources
to protect our natural resources. I en-
courage my colleagues to support the
Reef Assassin Act.

———

CONGRATULATING LEIGHTON
DURHAM IV

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Leighton Dur-
ham IV of Dallas, Texas, as he and his
family celebrate his selection as an
Eagle Scout.

The Boy Scouts of America has a
long tradition of preparing young men
for leadership, and the Eagle Scout
award recognizes the highest rank
within that program. Only 4 percent of
Boy Scouts are granted this recogni-
tion, after a lengthy review process
which includes the verification of 21
merit badges, a demonstrated Scout
spirit, and a youth-led service project.

For Leighton, his involvement in the
service organization began when he
was only 8 years old. Since then, the
Boy Scouts program has helped foster a
sense of service and leadership.

This past year, as part of his Eagle
Scout project, Leighton led efforts to
refurbish a previously neglected class-
room at the Tyler Street United Meth-
odist Church in Oak Cliff. As a result of
Leighton’s project, the classroom is
now in use for middle school youth.

Please join me in congratulating
Leighton in his latest achievement. I
look forward to seeing his continued
leadership in our community.

———————

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER
PARRISH

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Walter
Parrish, a 98-year-old World War II vet-
eran in Georgia’s First Congressional
District.

Mr. Parrish was born on March 12,
1919, less than 6 months after the end of
World War I. Originally from New Jer-
sey, Mr. Parrish served 5 years in the
Navy as a signalman on destroyer
ships, where he used lamps and visual
objects to communicate with others in
the water.

Mr. Parrish served both in the Atlan-
tic and the Pacific theaters of the war,
and it is undoubted that his role was
crucial to the success of his shipmates.

Although winning World War II is a
major accomplishment, Mr. Parrish en-
joyed another important milestone
during the war when he married his
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