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TRIBUTE TO BRIAN C. COOPER 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Brian C. Cooper, who is retir-
ing from the Office of the Parliamentarian after 
35 years on Capitol Hill. 

Brian is the son of Dolores and Ellsworth 
Cooper, and the youngest of seven children. 
He is a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and has 
lived in the city (in the same house he grew 
up in) for his entire life. Brian is a graduate of 
Frederick Douglass High School, whose nota-
ble alumni include the Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. Brian received a scholar-
ship to the Community College of Baltimore 
(now Baltimore City Community College), 
where he received his degree in commercial 
and graphic arts. 

Brian’s first job on Capitol Hill came in Sep-
tember of 1982, when he was hired in the 
stock room of the Longworth Building, working 
in Publication and Distribution Services. 
Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, Brian 
held a variety of positions on Capitol Hill, in-
cluding work at the House Post Office and 
Document Room, before moving up to be-
come staff assistant for the Small Business 
Committee and later the Government Oper-
ations Committee. In these roles, Brian 
learned the intricacies of the legislative proc-
ess and the inner workings of House oper-
ations—skills that would serve him well when, 
in 1995, he was hired as an Assistant Clerk to 
the Parliamentarian. 

Brian would spend the next 22 years in the 
House Parliamentarian’s Office, and became 
Chief Clerk to the Parliamentarian in 2009. For 
over two decades, Brian has been a fixture at 
the House rostrum, dutifully assisting the pre-
siding officer in timekeeping, recognizing 
Members on the floor, and preparing and re-
viewing reams of legislative paperwork for the 
House. Brian has also prepared the House for 
joint meetings to receive foreign dignitaries 
and other guests, and joint sessions of the 
House, including state of the Union addresses. 
As clerk, Brian also supervised House ‘‘docu-
mentarian’’ pages, and created the first com-
puter network for the Parliamentarian. 

An accomplished artist, Brian remains active 
in his artistic endeavors, which run the gamut 
from pencil drawings, watercolors, and oils, to 
photography, and architectural design. His re-
tirement will offer new opportunities to con-
tinue these pursuits. His other retirement plans 
include travel and spending more time with 
family—including his numerous nieces and 
nephews. A devoted Baltimore sports fan, 
Brian will surely find his way to Camden Yards 
many times in the upcoming years to cheer on 
his beloved Orioles. 

A consummate professional, Brian has 
spent his career on Capitol Hill committed to 
assisting with an orderly and accurate legisla-
tive process, observed in a fair and non-

partisan manner. Brian is a quintessential in-
stitutionalist, always striving to continue the 
traditions and customs of the House, and to 
pass on his institutional knowledge to others. 
The House of Representatives has known few 
individuals more dedicated to its proper func-
tioning and legacy than Brian Cooper. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AND 
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES OF 
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 
FOR HOSTING THE SIXTH AN-
NUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE 
RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 11 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Air Force after graduation. 
These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and I offer 
my sincere congratulations upon their high 
school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Air Force: 

Ashford, Jasmine; Beaty, Carter; Bratcher, 
Constance; Burton, Meghan; Erikson, Evan; 
Evertz, Kayla; Hibbs, Richard; Malpica, Alexis; 
Mathews, Adam; Papapetrou, Alexander; 
Smith, Christopher. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

THE HOLY SEE 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the spe-
cial diplomatic relationship between the United 
States and the Holy See. 

As a non-hegemonic sovereign, the Holy 
See plays a unique role in world affairs 
through its use of the soft power diplomacy 
through moral persuasion that only it can 

exert. This gives the Holy See unparalleled in-
fluence in diplomacy and as a mediator in 
international disputes. 

The United States and the Holy See have 
complemented each other in the past in com-
batting extremist ideologies, such as Nazism 
and communism, and on promoting human 
rights. From 2005–2008, I witnessed this first- 
hand as United States Ambassador to the 
Holy See. President Bush and Pope Benedict 
XVI worked together on combatting human 
trafficking, AIDS in Africa, promoting religious 
freedom and in denouncing radical Islamic ex-
tremism. 

The strength of this relationship depends on 
how highly each president views the Holy 
See’s soft power in world affairs. President 
Trump’s choice to visit the Vatican on his first 
overseas trip is a good step toward a close re-
lationship between the United States and the 
Holy See going forward. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TAYLOR 
AUXILIARY POLICE DEPART-
MENT FOR THEIR WORK PRO-
TECTING THE CITY OF TAYLOR 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Taylor Auxiliary Police Depart-
ment for their work protecting the City of Tay-
lor and its residents. The auxiliary plays a crit-
ical role in protecting the city and supporting 
the work of the Taylor Police Department with 
individuals from all walks of life. 

Established in 1962 as a volunteer civil de-
fense organization to assist the Taylor Police 
Department, the Taylor Auxiliary Police play a 
key role in safeguarding the public. In addition 
to helping the full-time police department staff 
community events like high school sports 
events and assisting with regular police pa-
trols, the auxiliary police also serve as a re-
serve force to assist the City of Taylor in the 
event of a disaster or emergency situation. 
Additionally, the auxiliary has partnered with 
the city to further crime prevention initiatives, 
including Taylor on Watch, an education and 
outreach program that shares best practices 
for neighborhood and community safety. 
These initiatives have helped make Taylor a 
safe city to live and work. 

The Taylor Police Auxiliary is critical to safe-
guarding the city from crime and other threats. 
Each member of the auxiliary is well trained 
and credentialed, and the approximately 45 of-
ficers provide thousands of hours of annual 
community service and protection to the city 
and its residents. In the past, the Taylor Auxil-
iary Police have helped provide traffic control 
during a visit by President Obama, as well as 
helping secure the annual Taylor Summer 
Festival and other community gatherings. 
These individuals perform the critical work of 
ensuring that the residents of Taylor remain 
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safe at great personal risk, and it is my hope 
that the Taylor Police Auxiliary continues to 
build on its legacy of success. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Taylor Auxiliary Police Depart-
ment for its public safety and service to the 
City of Taylor. The auxiliary volunteers have 
helped make the community safe through their 
work and activism. 

f 

HONORING THE 27TH ANNUAL D.C. 
BLACK PRIDE CELEBRATION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2017 

Ms. NORTON, Mr. Speaker, this Memorial 
Day Week, May 22nd to 29th, Washington, 
D.C. celebrates ‘‘The Ties that Bind: Twenty- 
Seven Years of D.C. Black Pride!’’—the theme 
of the 27th annual D.C. Black Pride. 

This multi-day festival begins on May 23rd 
at the Human Rights Campaign with the 2017 
D.C. Black Pride Awards Reception. We con-
gratulate Countess Clarke Cooper and Daryl 
Wilson, recipients of the Welmore Cook 
Award; Check It Enterprises, recognized with 
the Leadership Award; Unsung Heroes Sa-
Vanna Wanzer and Shannon Garcon; Aaron 
Bryant, winner of the President’s Award; and 
Maurice David Parker, the Charlotte 
Smallwood Volunteer of the Year for 2017. 

Black Pride continues through Memorial Day 
with community town halls; educational and 
interfaith workshops; a poetry slam hosted by 
Mary Brown; a film festival; an interfaith wor-
ship service; and social events, including 
speed dating, breakfast, brunch, dinner and 
happy hours. The Black Pride parties range 
from Super to Grand; Mega to Ultimate; Picnic 
to Pool; and Purposeful to Epic. Performances 
by musicians, dancers, and artists enliven the 
festival. Sunday, the festival’s penultimate day, 
features its main event, a Cultural Arts and 
Wellness Exposition and Epic Live, at the Wal-
ter E. Washington Convention Center. Black 
Pride culminates with a traditional Memorial 
Day picnic, the ‘‘Us Helping Us Annual Picnic 
in the Park’’ at Fort Lincoln Park and con-
cludes with evening parties thereafter. 

The D.C. Black Pride festival began during 
my freshman year in Congress, Sunday, May 
26, 1991, at Banneker Field on Georgia Ave-
nue across the street from Howard University. 
I have watched it mature from an ad hoc 
event to what is now widely considered to be 
one of the world’s preeminent Black Pride 
celebrations. It now draws more than 30,000 
participants from the United States, Africa, Eu-
rope, and the Americas to our nation’s capital. 

D.C. Black Pride fostered the beginning of 
the Center for Black Equity (formerly known as 
the International Federation of Black Prides, 
Inc.) and the ‘‘Black Pride Movement,’’ which 
now consists of 40 Black Prides on four con-
tinents. 

I commend Shannon Garcon, Genise 
Chambers-Woods, Reginald Shaw-Richard-
son, Ralph ‘‘Rocky’’ Ferguson and Gladece 
Knight, the volunteer Advisory Board that as-
sists. Earl D. Fowlkes, Jr. and Kenya Hutton 
with the coordination, planning, and execution 
of D.C. Black Pride. I take pleasure in noting 
that this year Earl commences his third dec-
ade of involvement with D.C. Black Pride and 
the Black Pride Movement around the globe. 

As Black Pride comes to town, I also take 
this opportunity to inform the celebrants and to 
remind my colleagues of the various limita-
tions Congress has placed on the District of 
Columbia. Despite paying more federal taxes 
than 22 states and having the highest per cap-
ita federal tax rate in the United States, the 
residents of Washington, D.C. still have no full 
voting representation in Congress. 

I ask the House to join me in welcoming all 
attending the 27th annual D.C. Black Pride 
celebration. 

f 

HONORING JAMIE MANCHESTER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Jamie Manchester of 
Davenport, Washington. 

Mrs. Manchester recently received the Rec-
ognizing Inspirational School Employees 
(RISE) Award for her exemplary service to the 
students of Washington State. Sponsored by 
the National Coalition of Classified Education 
Support Employee Unions (NCCESEU), the 
RISE Award seeks to recognize all classified 
school education support employees across 
the country for their ongoing contributions to 
education, and for the key role they play in 
promoting and ensuring student achievement, 
student safety and overall well-being. 

During her 10 years of service as a Library 
Technician and Technology Coordinator in 
Sprague, Lamont, and Davenport, Jamie has 
been a strong advocate for technology in the 
classroom, creating her school’s first elemen-
tary computer lab, and implementing 1:1 
Chromebooks for K–12. Furthermore, she has 
authored grants that helped to introduce 
STEM based curriculum and new technology 
in the classroom to enrich the education and 
overall lives of her students. 

Jamie serves as the Vice President of the 
Creston Alumni Association, helping award 
over $240,000 in scholarships to graduating 
seniors in the community. She has been a 
member of the Public School Employees 
(PSE) of Washington SEIU Local 1948 since 
2006 and has served on the Education and 
Training Committee, as Chapter Vice Presi-
dent and Chapter Secretary, and as an Annual 
Convention Delegate. 

Again I wish to send my congratulations to 
Jamie as PSE’s first recipient of the national 
RISE Award recognizing her leadership and 
contributions to the students of Davenport, 
Creston, Sprague, and Lamont. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE 2017 INTERFAITH 
BRIDGE BUILDER AWARDS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize this year’s recipients of the Interfaith 
Bridge Builder Awards, Mr. Rizwan Jaka, 
Rabbi Jack Luxemburg, and Ms. Priscilla Mar-
tinez. 

Since 1978, the InterFaith Conference of 
Metropolitan Washington (IFC) has brought to-
gether people of eleven historic faiths to pro-
mote a dialogue and advocate for religious tol-
erance and cooperation across our nation and 
region. In order to bring these religious groups 
and our diverse community together, the IFC 
hosts a variety of events, including award 
ceremonies and seminars. The IFC also en-
gages in grassroots activity while providing a 
broad range of educational tools. 

This year marks the 13th Annual InterFaith 
Bridge Builders Awards, in which the IFC rec-
ognizes the achievements and leadership of 
individuals in our region. Mr. Rizwan Jaka, 
Rabbi Jack Luxemburg, and Ms. Priscilla Mar-
tinez are not only exemplary leaders within the 
IFC, but they are also extremely respected in 
our communities. 

Additionally, I want to specifically recognize 
my constituents and friends, Mr. Rizwan Jaka 
and Ms. Priscilla Martinez, who for years have 
been tremendous leaders in Northern Virginia, 
both with very active roles within the All Dulles 
Area Muslim Society (ADAMS). In these roles, 
they have not only strengthened our region’s 
interfaith relations, but they have placed a 
great deal of emphasis on educating our 
youth. Mr. Jaka previously served as the 
President of ADAMS and is currently serving 
as a Member at Large of Islamic Society of 
North America (ISNA) and on the Board of Di-
rectors for the IFC. 

Mr. Speaker, organizations, like the IFC, 
that focus on fostering strong and welcoming 
communities are vital to the success of our re-
gion. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
thanking the IFC for their continuous efforts 
and to congratulate Mr. Rizwan Jaka, Rabbi 
Jack Luxemburg, and Ms. Priscilla Martinez on 
receiving this year’s Interfaith Bridge Builder 
Awards. I wish them all the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES 
OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 
FOR HOSTING THE SIXTH AN-
NUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE 
RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 93 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Marine Corps after graduation. 
These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and I offer 
my sincere congratulations upon their high 
school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Marine Corps. 

Allander, Grace; Baez, Christopher; Bills, 
Scott; Blake, Elliot; Breland, William; Bridges, 
Brandon; Brown, Jalil; Buckles, Aaron; Camp-
bell, Kailayjja; Carhuancho, Andy; Clemente, 
Timothy; Cook, Thomas; Conteh, Ibrahim; 
Corbett, David; Creed, Barton; Devin, Timothy; 
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Dishman, John; Dobson, Hunter; Dolinger, 
Melinda; Doonis, Michael; Eclipse, Ernest; 
Fejar, Joshua; Felleta, Joseph; Figaro, Cyn-
thia; Fejfar, Joshua; Fellinger, Noah; 
Garciabracamonte, Giancarlo; Garnett, Ben-
jamin; Hall, Cameron; Hardy, Carter; Hawkins, 
Nathan; Hernandez Pereira, Bryan; Hernandez 
Pereira, Joel; Holman, Kyle; Horton, Ryan; 
James, Brandon; Jesser, Joshua; Kloceck, Mi-
chael; Kroll, Brandon; Lalena, Victoria; Leon, 
Cameron; Lewis, Torrianno; Loncaric, Drake; 
Lopez, Juan; MacLeod, Jonathan; Maine, 
Daniel; Maine, David; Martin, Christopher; 
McArtor, Robert; McDonald, Sean; Mitchell, 
Jason; Morris, Dylan; Neil, William; Norman, 
Christian; Padarathsingh, Trinidad; Parker, 
James; Paskevicius, Jesse; Perkins, Joshua; 
Peters, Jacob; Peterson, Connor; Porch, 
Ethan; Poe, Matthew; Poitras, Tanner; Powell, 
Harley; Queiro, Jose; Quinteroscruz, Orlando; 
Ragon, Carmine; Reese, Parker; Reilly, Eric; 
Rice, Shane; Reuwer, Patrick; Rippetoe, Jake; 
Robinson, Ronald; Rodriguez, Javier; 
Romerobonilla, Jesus; Roush, Peter; Salgado, 
Erik; Sawdy, Riley; Schamel, Justin; Sinclair, 
Ethan; Skidmore, Jacob; Smith, Travis; Strick-
land, Luke; Surike, Charles; Terronesdorazi, 
Carlo; Villatoro, Ivette; Wagner, Zachary; 
Walley, David; Watson, Duncan; Watson, 
Joshua; Williamson, Matthew; Witt, Brennan; 
Yee, Jacob. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

HONORING THE REGIONAL ALTER-
NATIVE SCHOOL TEACHERS IN 
BLOOMINGTON, IL 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the teachers and 
staff of the Regional Alternative School (RAS) 
in Bloomington, Illinois for their service to the 
students at the request of senior Logan Smith 
who graduates this month. 

The Regional Alternative School serves stu-
dents in four counties under the jurisdiction of 
the Regional Office of Education No. 17. That 
includes two counties that I serve, McLean 
and DeWitt, along with Livingston and Logan 
counties, RAS is dedicated to providing edu-
cation programming for students considered to 
be at-risk of dropping out of school. 

In April I had the opportunity to visit the 
school where I received a tour from three Stu-
dent Ambassadors—Sabrina Ridgeway, Corrie 
Gardner, and Logan Smith. I got to see first- 
hand the excellent work the school is doing to 
better student lives. For most, the school is 
their best hope at graduating high school, 
gaining vital life skills, and transitioning to col-
lege or the workforce. This quality education 
and caring mentorship would not be possible 

without the hard-working, dedicated staff at 
the Regional Alternative School. 

I am proud to help Logan honor and thank 
the teachers and staff of the Regional Alter-
native School. Thank you for dedicating your 
lives to supporting students and helping them 
realize their unlimited potential. And congratu-
lations to Logan and his fellow graduates, I 
wish you all the very best of luck. 

f 

UNITED NATIONS AND NORTH 
KOREA 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to point out the hypocrisy 
of the United Nations. The behavior of the 
United Nations contradicts its charter, which 
states the organization should promote ‘‘better 
standards of life’’ and ‘‘international peace and 
security.’’ 

If these are truly the goals of the United Na-
tions, then why is the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO), a United Nations 
agency, preparing an international patent ap-
plication for North Korean production of so-
dium cyanide, a substance used to make 
nerve gas that is banned from North Korea by 
the UN Security Council? 

It is disturbing that the United Nations would 
grant legitimacy to North Korean production of 
a dangerous gas that can be used as a chem-
ical weapon. Even more concerning is that the 
UN would do this during a time of escalating 
North Korean aggression, with its increasing il-
legal missile tests and threats of mass de-
struction. This action undermines sanctions 
against the unstable regime which threatens 
the very ‘‘international security’’ the UN claims 
to promote. 

The United Nations must stop rewarding 
rogue regimes that undermine global security, 
or the United States must reconsider participa-
tion in this illegitimate body. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CHRISTOPHER J. DODD ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE MOTION PICTURE AS-
SOCIATION OF AMERICA 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a highly distinguished former 
colleague and dear friend, Senator Chris 
Dodd, who recently announced his plans to re-
tire as Chairman and CEO of the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America (MPAA) at the 
end of this year. 

As the longest serving Senator in Connecti-
cut’s history, Senator Dodd brought account-
ability and historic reforms to Wall Street fol-
lowing the 2008 financial crisis. His extraor-
dinary leadership resulted in the landmark 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act, the largest overhaul of 
our financial system since the Great Depres-
sion. His bipartisan, landmark legislative ac-

complishments covered a broad range of 
issues from civil rights, to families and chil-
dren, and to foreign policy. 

After retiring from the Senate in 2011, Sen-
ator Dodd followed in the footsteps of the leg-
endary Jack Valenti, taking the reins of the 
MPAA. The challenges of representing the six 
major film and television studios during a time 
of tumultuous changes in technology were met 
head on by Senator Dodd, and his leadership 
brought about an unprecedented expansion of 
American films to the international market. He 
improved diversity and secured valuable state 
tax credits for filmmaking here at home. 

The motion picture industry has benefited 
greatly from Senator Dodd’s steady hand and 
his years of experience developing consensus 
between stakeholders. He advanced one of 
America’s great industries that shape the 
meaning of America around the world with a 
record of exceptional leadership brought to 
bear on behalf of the studios, filmmakers and 
the thousands of men and women who bring 
the magic of film and television to screens 
large and small. He leaves an indelible mark 
on the MPAA, just as he did in service to our 
nation in the United States Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my House col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Senator 
Dodd for his brilliant leadership and countless 
achievements as Chairman and CEO of the 
MPAA, and wish he and his family every 
blessing in the next exciting chapter of their 
lives. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN’S 
PRESIDENT TSAI ING-WEN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, as we approach 
the one-year anniversary of the inauguration 
of Taiwan’s President, Tsai Ing-wen, I would 
like to offer my congratulations to her and the 
people of Taiwan. 

For 38 years the United States has shared 
a mutually beneficial relationship with Taiwan, 
beginning with the Taiwan Relations Act and 
continuing through our shared beliefs in demo-
cratic government, human rights, free markets, 
and the rule of law. 

This relationship has only grown further 
under President Tsai Ing-Wen. Last year, Tai-
wan was the United States’ 10th largest trad-
ing partner overall and continues to be an im-
portant export market for almost every major 
sector. Additionally, Taiwan and the United 
States share cultural relations through hun-
dreds of thousands of tourists, business trav-
elers, and students from Taiwan that visit the 
U.S. each year. 

As we reflect on this special occasion of 
President Tsai’s first anniversary in office, I 
look forward to many more years of this suc-
cessful relationship. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HUNTER HOEPTNER 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to and memory of Hunter Hoeptner of 
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Jackson County, Oregon, who passed away 
on May 9, 2017. 

A resident of Eagle Point, Oregon, Hunter 
was a proud graduate of Eagle Point High 
School. Throughout school he displayed his 
tremendous leadership skills and commitment 
to serving others, even as a young man. Hun-
ter served as class president at Eagle Point 
High and logged more than 100 hours of com-
munity service. He also led on the wrestling 
mat, where he won the Class 5A 160-pound 
State Championship for the Eagles in 2014. 
Long after graduation, he continued volun-
teering with the local youth wrestling program, 
inspiring others with his passion for the sport 
he loved. 

That same tenacity and commitment to 
serving others motivated Hunter to serve his 
country in the Oregon Army National Guard. 

He was assigned to Second Platoon, Alpha 
Company, 1st Battalion—186th Infantry Regi-
ment, where he rose to the rank of Specialist 
and was preparing to attend Army Helicopter 
School. 

Hunter’s character left an impact on his fel-
low soldiers, and the local community. Over 
100 military personnel attended Hunter’s me-
morial service, which was complete with a 
military flyover. 

Hunter’s family, friends, neighbors, and total 
strangers touched by his story packed the 
stands of Eagle Point High School’s football 
stadium to celebrate Hunter’s life. At just 21 
years old, this young man’s life exemplified 
that of a community leader, star athlete, and 
American soldier devoted to serving others. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I offer my heartfelt condolences to 
Hunter’s mother Lorelei and his father Kurt for 
the loss of their son. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SUPER-
INTENDENT RICHARD MCCORKLE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations to Mr. Richard ‘‘Ricky’’ 
McCorkle, Superintendent of the Marion Coun-
ty School District, on his retirement after 30 
years as an educator and civic leader. He will 
be honored at a retirement celebration on 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Marion County Middle and High School cafe-
teria. 

Before becoming an educator, Mr. McCorkle 
was an insurance salesman from 1977 until 
1987. That year, he earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in history from Georgia Southwestern 
College. He then became a history teacher 
and a basketball and baseball coach at Tri- 
County High School. In 1997, he earned a 
Master of Science degree in Educational 
Leadership from Troy State University. That 
year, he became the Tri-County High School 
principal. Within two years, he was elected as 
Superintendent of the Marion County School 
District. 

Aristotle once said, ‘‘Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education at 
all.’’ Mr. McCorkle was an educator of both. 
He is rooted in the belief that children need 
constant love and encouragement. As such, 

he was most known for walking through Mar-
ion County schools on a regular basis and 
talking with students from pre-K to 12th grade. 
He frequently visited teachers and staff to 
show his care and support for them as well. 

Outside of his tremendous scholastic dedi-
cation, Mr. McCorkle is also very involved 
within the community. He currently serves on 
the Board of Directors for South Georgia 
Technical College and is the Executive Direc-
tor of Chattahoochee-Flint RESA. He is also a 
Board Member of the Greater Columbus 
Chamber of Commerce Valley Partnership 
Joint Development Authority and the River 
Valley Regional Commission. He is a member 
of the Buena Vista/Marion County Chamber of 
Commerce, Georgia School Superintendents 
Association, Georgia School Boards Associa-
tion, and Georgia Association of Educational 
Leaders. He is a founder of Pastors Partnering 
with Education. 

After retirement, Mr. McCorkle will enjoy 
spending time with his wife, Marie, and their 
two children and two grandchildren. His love 
for education was also instilled in his own chil-
dren, both of whom are now educators and 
married to educators. Richard McCorkle has 
accomplished much in his life, but none of it 
would be possible without the love and sup-
port of the family he cherishes so dearly. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sincerest appreciation and 
best wishes to Superintendent Richard 
McCorkle upon the occasion of his retirement 
from an outstanding career spanning 30 years 
in education. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY AND OUR 
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 8 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Navy after graduation. These 
students have excelled in their academic and 
extracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere 
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Navy. 

Byer, Magalyna; Davis, Patrick; Deike, Iain; 
Phouminuh, Hongtavanah; Reynolds, Zacha-
riah; Smith, Michael; Snyder, Walter; Thomp-
son, Tyler. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 

great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GAINES CHAPEL 
A.M.E. CHURCH ON THEIR 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate May 21st, 2017 as Gaines Chapel 
A.M.E. Church’s 100th Anniversary. As we 
celebrate its centennial, we celebrate the past 
while embracing all that the future holds for 
the congregation. On this occasion, I extend 
my gratitude to Claranne Perkins and Jeanette 
Hunter, Co-Chairs of this centennial celebra-
tion, and Pastor Cyrus Burns, the proud leader 
of this community. 

Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church has grown 
tremendously from its 10 original founders in 
1917, and has since become an integral part 
of the City of East Moline. It has undergone 
many transformations over the past 100 
years—new church buildings replaced old, and 
many different Pastors have contributed their 
wisdom. But from its original organization in 
Campbell School, the church has prospered 
and always remained true to its mission and 
values. Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church has 
gone above and beyond to enrich our commu-
nity through their youth programs and exten-
sive charitable work. 

Mr. Speaker, I would once again like to con-
gratulate Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church on 
their 100th Anniversary. I am proud to know 
that organizations such as Gaines Chapel 
A.M.E. Church, are flourishing and strength-
ening our community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. KEITH 
BALLARD AND SOUTHWEST MID-
DLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPART-
MENT 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Keith Ballard and Southwest Middle 
School’s Music Department for their excep-
tional work and dedication in promoting the 
arts. 

Southwest Middle School is located a few 
minutes from the international border and 
serves a large Latino population. The school 
has one of the highest poverty rates in San 
Diego County. According to Sweetwater Union 
High School District officials, Southwest Mid-
dle School previously had a struggling music 
program requiring immediate attention and as-
sistance. 

In 2010, Mr. Ballard was involuntarily trans-
ferred to Southwest Middle School. He was 
told that he had been assigned to improve a 
failing music program in need of immediate 
help. Unfortunately, the conditions of both the 
school and the program did not make this an 
easy task. Mr. Ballard worked tirelessly with 
administrators, parents and the community to 
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secure funding to rebuild the music program. 
He found resistance and opposition, as the 
project required time and resources that few 
were inclined to provide. In response, he used 
the media as a tool to shed light on the issue, 
which resulted in him securing the necessary 
support and resources for the project. 

Today, Southwest Middle School has a 
thriving music program which offers multiple 
courses from different genres such as three 
mariachi music classes, one steel drum band 
class and one marching percussion/African 
drum ensemble class. The program is de-
signed to connect students with their heritage 
through education, practice, and the promotion 
of arts and music. The school will be adding 
a band class for the 2017–18 school year. 
Presently, Southwest Middle School has one 
of the most multicultural and diversified music 
programs in the entire nation. 

Southwest Middle School proves their com-
mitment to the continuous social and emo-
tional growth of their students by enabling 
youth to develop their talents. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I was in 
North Carolina attending to District related 
business. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 263, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 264. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS 
J. KINSMAN 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Thomas Kinsman , a Viet-
nam veteran and Medal of Honor recipient. 

Kinsman was born in Gainesville, Georgia 
and enlisted as a private first class in 1967. In 
February of 1968, his company came under 
attack during a reconnaissance in-force mis-
sion, and it was there that Kinsman performed 
the ultimate act of selflessness: He spared the 
lives of his comrades by throwing himself on 
top of a grenade. 

President Nixon described Kinsman’s self-
lessness best when he awarded him the 
Medal of Honor for ‘‘his indomitable courage, 
complete disregard for his personal safety and 
profound concern for his fellow soldiers.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I believe selflessness and 
service are connected. We cannot fully serve 
our neighbors if we are not willing to sacrifice 
our own comfort, resources, and even well- 
being. Thomas Kinsman humbled himself in 
order to protect his fellow servicemen. 

As Americans, we are indebted to servant 
heroes like Kinsman, for it is men and women 
like him that instruct us in what it means to 
defend the life and liberty of our fellow citi-
zens. It is my hope that his legacy will live on 
as an example of what it truly means to serve 
others and our country. 

I thank Mr. Kinsman. 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALAMO MEXICAN 
KITCHEN 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago 
our nation observed National Small Business 
Week and recognized the positive impact that 
entrepreneurs and small businesses have on 
our local economies and our communities. In 
that spirit, I wish to bring to the attention of the 
House one small business located in my 
hometown of Rockledge, Florida, called Alamo 
Mexican Kitchen. 

Alamo Mexican Kitchen just recently cele-
brated its 50th Anniversary, a true milestone 
for any small business. Established in 1967 by 
Irene and Alberto Enriquez, the Alamo has be-
come a staple on Florida’s Space Coast and 
favorite restaurant for many local patrons. In 
the mid–1960’s, the Enriquez family moved to 
Florida from EI Paso, Texas, with the Apollo 
program. A short time later, like many small 
business owners, they took a risk, opened 
Alamo Mexican Kitchen, and with it they 
brought an entirely new flavor to our area— 
Mexican food. 

Before the Alamo, you couldn’t find Mexican 
food anywhere in our area. In fact, when my 
own family moved from Southern California to 
Florida in 1956 with the space program, very 
few residents were familiar with Mexican food. 
My mother used to have our relatives send 
her tortilla shells so we could enjoy our weekly 
taco dinners. It wasn’t until 1967, when Alamo 
opened, that we could enjoy real Mexican food 
in a local restaurant. Since then, Katie and I 
have been faithful patrons of the Alamo, 
owned by the same family for 50 years. 

Today, five generations of the Enriquez fam-
ily have worked at the Alamo, and many past 
Alamo employees have gone on to open their 
own successful Mexican restaurants—a true 
testament to the Alamo’s success. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating the 
Alamo Mexican Kitchen, its employees, and 
the Enriquez family on celebrating 50 years of 
serving fine Mexican cuisine. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY AND OUR 
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 33 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Army after graduation. These 
students have excelled in their academic and 
extracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere 
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 

their country as members of the United States 
Army: 

Allison-Cook, Amanda; Bagley, Broderick; 
Beckham, Elijah; Barrino, Starr; Buelna Tapia, 
Cesar; Buffum, Jonathan; Dean, Davon; Elliott, 
Nicole; Harte, Brett; Jefferson, Kalie; Kelly, Jo-
seph; Kuske, John; Lawrence, Skyler; 
McCallister, Mark; McHugh, Sean; McNabb, 
George; Moffo, Landry; Moore, Ronando; Mor-
gan, Alexis; Phillips, Austin; Robey, Garrett; 
Roungrat, Jirayut; Russell, Robert; Saeed, 
Faisal; Scarborough, Ian; Slaughter, Darryl; 
Smith, Cordell; Sollowin, Michael; Tapsoba, 
Moussa; Van Doren, Nicole; Vacher, Andrew; 
Vasquez, Nicholas; Warren, Matthew. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LINCOLN 
PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND 
MUSEUM FOR ITS PRESERVA-
TION OF THE CITY’S HISTORY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. DlNGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Lincoln Park Historical Society 
and Museum for its efforts to preserve and 
document the history of the City of Lincoln 
Park. The Lincoln Park Historical Museum pro-
vides an important venue for residents to learn 
about the city’s history and development. 

Founded in 1955 and located in a former 
Depression-era Post Office, the Lincoln Park 
Historical Society and Museum host exhibits 
and events that document the history of Lin-
coln Park and southeast Michigan. Pasi mu-
seum exhibits have featured historical Presi-
dential and Congressional campaign memora-
bilia from national, state and local candidates, 
as well as displays of advertisements for old 
Lincoln Park businesses from the city’s his-
tory. Additionally, the Museum also profiled 
prominent Lincoln Park natives, including Bill 
Simpson, an illustrator for Disney and The 
Simpson TV show, and Preston Tucker, a 
local automobile designer and entrepreneur. 
The organization also hosts authors, historians 
and other experts in public forums to provide 
additional historical background to its exhibits. 

The Lincoln Park Historical Society and Mu-
seum not only plays a key role in documenting 
historically significant people and events, but 
also provides critical resources and education 
that helps Lincoln Park residents place their 
city’s history and the role it has played in the 
growth and development of southeast Michi-
gan in its proper context. The organization’s 
sponsorship of local experts and rare artifacts, 
as well as its production and distribution of an 
educational newsletter, underscore its commit-
ment to preserving the city’s history. It is 
heartening to see the Lincoln Park community 
continue to support the incredible work that is 
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being done by the Lincoln Park Historical So-
ciety, and I am confident that they will build on 
this success in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Lincoln Park Historical Society 
and Museum for their historical preservation 
efforts. The group provides cultural enrichment 
for Lincoln Park and its residents through its 
hosting of events and exhibits. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RODOLFO JOSÉ 
CÁRDENAS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rodolfo José Cárdenas on his 
award-winning broadcasting excellence. 

Rodolfo Cárdenas is the host of the daily 
morning radio show, ‘Hablemos Hoy,’ and re-
cently received the Colorado Broadcaster As-
sociation’s 2016 ‘Excellence Award’ for his 
continued leadership in providing a show that 
has become a center piece of the Colorado 
Hispanic radio market. Hablemos Hoy also 
took home the top prize for being the ‘Best 
Morning Show’ in the Hispanic market. This is 
the second time that Hablemos Hoy has won 
this prestigious award. 

I am grateful to have been a guest on 
Hablemos Hoy on a number of occasions and 
know that Mr. Cárdenas has a strong work 
ethic, dynamic hosting capabilities and the 
ability to bring together the Spanish speaking 
community across our state. Rodolfo 
Cárdenas’ commitment to educate and inform 
those within our community about local and 
national issues further demonstrates his im-
portance to the Hispanic community in the 
State of Colorado. 

Again, I would like to congratulate Rodolfo 
Cárdenas and the entire staff of ‘Hablemos 
Hoy’ for their continued excellence and for re-
ceiving these prestigious awards. They serve 
as recognition for Rodolfo Cárdenas’ unwaver-
ing commitment to quality broadcasting and to 
the Hispanic community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WOODIE 
RUCKER-HUGHES 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the career of Waudier 
‘‘Woodie’’ Rucker-Hughes, a tireless worker 
for civil rights and a pillar of the community in 
the Inland Empire of California. 

Woodie was born in Washington, DC, and 
came to California in 1969 to begin a career 
in teaching at John W. North High School in 
Riverside. She later became the Dean of Stu-
dents, an assistant principal and Manager of 
Child Welfare and Attendance for the River-
side Unified School District. In those roles, she 
helped young people to make the most of their 
education and their lives. 

Woodie has spent her life building a strong-
er community through her leadership in the 
NAACP, and her involvement with non-profit 

organizations and commissions. The people of 
Riverside live in a city made better by the 
work of Woodie Rucker-Hughes. 

This week, Woodie is retiring from the Riv-
erside Unified School District. She has earned 
the thanks of a grateful community and the 
admiration of all that know her. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. CLINTON 
HAVRAN AND MRS. DEBORAH ORR 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bus accident that took the lives 
of four people in Biloxi, Mississippi, on March 
7, 2017. 

Tragically, a tour bus from Austin, Texas 
found itself lodged on train tracks in Biloxi, 
and was subsequently struck by an oncoming 
train. Although passengers started to dis-
embark from the bus, several could not make 
it off in time. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I stand to honor the 
lives of two of those individuals who were 
taken from us in the accident: Mr. Clinton 
Havran of Sealy, Texas, and Mrs. Deborah 
Orr of Bastrop, Texas. Clinton and Deborah 
were both pillars in our community. 

Clinton served in the United States Army 
from 1958 to 1963, and subsequently had a 
long and distinguished career as a profes-
sional truck driver with Central Freight Lines 
and Steinhauser’s of Texas. He is survived by 
his loving wife of 42 years, Annie Mae Havran, 
his children, and his grandchildren. 

Deborah, or Debbie as her friends knew 
her, was known for her spirit and kindness. 
Debbie was a Jill-of-all-trades, and held jobs 
as a nursing assistant and assembly worker, 
among others. She actively volunteered in her 
community—with several organizations that 
work with needy children and as the Activities 
Director at the Bastrop Senior Center. Debbie 
is survived by her loving husband of 36 years, 
Tim Orr, as well as her children, grand-
children, and a great-grandchild. 

I join their family, their friends, and the peo-
ple of Bastrop and Sealy in rejoicing the last-
ing impression Clinton and Debbie left on us 
all. As our community grieves and continues 
to come together in this time of sorrow, I ask 
that we honor their memory by working to-
gether to ensure accidents like this do not 
happen in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House offer their love and support for Clinton, 
Deborah, and their loved ones. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO GARY 
PRUDEN, WORLDWIDE CHAIR-
MAN, MEDICAL DEVICES, JOHN-
SON & JOHNSON 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize one of New Jersey’s most distin-
guished community and business leaders, 
Gary Pruden. Gary has dedicated the last thir-

ty-three years of his life as a leader at John-
son & Johnson, creating a healthy, innovative 
world for patients everywhere. 

Gary joined Johnson & Johnson in 1984 to 
serve in sales and marketing for Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals. He led Janssen commercial 
efforts in Canada and after returning to the US 
in 2006, Gary joined the Ethicon franchise lo-
cated in Somerville, New Jersey as Worldwide 
President of Ethicon Products. Gary’s leader-
ship and commitment to improving standards 
of care for patients helped to develop not only 
exceptional life-saving products but also better 
hospital conditions, education for surgeons 
and healthcare professionals’. He also sup-
ported many community and charitable pro-
grams to improve healthcare and patients’ 
lives globally. 

As Johnson & Johnson’s medical device 
footprint grew around the world, Gary’s port-
folio also continued to expand and he soon 
become the global Company Group Chairman 
in 2012 and the Worldwide Chairman of Med-
ical Devices and a member of the Johnson & 
Johnson Management and Executive Commit-
tees respectively in 2015 and 2016. 

Gary has also become involved in the fed-
eral advocacy and legislative policy-making 
process with local, state and federal law mak-
ers. He has committed himself to advocating 
for sound, science-based public policy. He has 
been successful because of his commitment 
to building bi-cameral, bi-partisan relationships 
that support access to medical innovation and 
improve the U.S. healthcare system. Gary’s 
leadership at national trade associations, com-
munity organizations and with elected and ap-
pointed government officials has made a last-
ing positive effect on patient care. 

Of all the professional accolades Gary has 
received during his impressive career, how-
ever, I believe he is most proud of his devo-
tion to his family as a committed husband and 
father. Gary’s wife Georgeane and their two 
children Kyle and Chelsea are his highest pri-
orities. 

I wish Gary well in his personal and profes-
sional endeavors as he retires from Johnson & 
Johnson. I thank him for his exceptional serv-
ice to our community. 

f 

HONORING FATHER KEVIN 
WATERS, S.J. 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the retirement of Father 
Kevin Waters of Gonzaga University. 

Father Waters joined the Society of Jesus in 
1951, and has gone on to serve the students 
of Gonzaga University as a chaplain, pro-
fessor, and Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences. Additionally, Father Waters served 
as the chaplain of the DeSmet Residence Hall 
for the last 34 years. During his time as chap-
lain, Father Waters united the young men who 
lived in that dormitory with religious services, 
spiritual and personal guidance, and commu-
nity building within the context of the Jesuit 
mission. 

Among the unique services that Father 
Waters has provided to the residents of 
DeSmet over the years, it was his weekly 
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Sunday night church service in the DeSmet 
basement that really stood out. When he 
began offering this weekly service during his 
first year as Chaplain, Father Waters sought 
to offer the residents of this dormitory a place 
where they could go to gather and center on 
their faith, prayer, and community. Ultimately, 
he hoped to provide his residents with the op-
portunity to grow their relationship with God 
and others each and every Sunday. 

I want to thank Father Waters for his invalu-
able service to the students of Gonzaga Uni-
versity, and I wish him a wonderful retirement. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES 
OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 
FOR HOSTING THE SIXTH AN-
NUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE 
RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 4 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Coast Guard after graduation. 
These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and I offer 
my sincere congratulations upon their high 
school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Coast Guard: 

Cronin, Erik; Cronin, Matthew; Foley, Dillon; 
Michaud, Joshua. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 5th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and their families 
for their dedication to serving this great Na-
tion. We owe them and the many Americans 
who have served and will serve a debt of grat-
itude. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF MR. 
WILLIAM M. OVERBY 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the great work of a constituent, Mr. 
William M. Overby. During a career spanning 
more than 32 years with State Parks, Bill 
served in several park ranger and manage-
ment assignments throughout the state, and 
managed the Deception Pass Area for the 
final 20 years of his career. 

While serving at Deception Pass, Bill began 
his association with Skagit Valley College as 
an instructor in its Parks Resources Manage-
ment and the Criminal Justice programs, be-

coming a lead instructor the last 26 years. In 
July 2003, he began serving as the Depart-
ment Chair of the Criminal Justice program. 

Bill provided his passion and skills to Wash-
ington state, serving a five-year term as the 
charter Chair of the Washington State Safety, 
Security, and Emergency Management Coun-
cil. He is also the recipient of the prestigious 
President’s Award by the Washington Recre-
ation and Park Association. 

Bill’s leadership and commitment to training 
the next generation of the National Park Serv-
ice, U.S. Forest Service, and State Patrol 
members is admirable and his service will 
continue to benefit our communities for years 
to come. 

As Bill enters his retirement journey, I wish 
him the very best in whatever his next venture 
may be. 
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STRONG SUPPORT FOR BILLS TO 
PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL EX-
PLOITATION AND TO ENSURE 
JUSTICE FOR TRAFFICKERS AND 
ABUSERS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
take this opportunity to offer my strong support 
for all six bills under consideration tonight to 
prevent children from suffering the horrors of 
sexual exploitation and ensure justice for traf-
fickers and abusers. 

I would also like to offer my sincere thanks 
to Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy for his con-
sistent work to fight human trafficking and 
other forms of sexual exploitation of children. 

As the prime author of the landmark Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and of 
its 2003 and 2005 reauthorization, I know the 
heavy lift such bills can be—and also their crit-
ical importance. The Majority Leader’s per-
sonal commitment to tonight’s legislation, as 
well as to moving other anti-trafficking bills 
over the next few weeks, builds upon the work 
he has done in previous congresses to effec-
tively help the victims of trafficking who are 
primarily women and children. 

Sexual exploitation of children is a human 
rights violation that results in serious, lifelong 
consequences for the physical, psychological, 
and spiritual development and well-being of a 
child In many instances, it is a form of human 
trafficking. 

According to the International Labor Organi-
zation, almost 2 million children are still victim-
ized every year by commercial sexual exploi-
tation, which includes the use of girls and 
boys in sexual activities remunerated in cash 
or in kind, child sex tourism, the use of chil-
dren in sex shows (public or private), and the 
production, promotion and distribution of por-
nography involving children. 

Millions of other children suffer the honor 
and wounding of other forms of sexual abuse; 
most do not come forward out of misplaced 
shame, or the fear that the justice system will 
re-traumatize and then fail them. 

The Strengthening Children’s Safety Act of 
2017, H.R. 1842, seeks to strengthen our ef-
forts against repeat child sex offenders and 
ensure they are subjected to increased pen-
alties. As drafted, the bill will crack down on 

sex offenders who fail to register and then 
commit violent crimes under state law. It will 
also ensure that an offender’s prior child-re-
lated sex offenses under Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice are taken into account in subse-
quent prosecutions. 

The Targeting Child Predators Act of 2017 
(H.R. 883) also seeks to improve account-
ability for suspected crimes against children by 
ensuring that offenders are not tipped-off to 
law enforcement investigations of their IP ad-
dresses before law enforcement has a chance 
to gather the critical digital evidence of crimes 
against children. 

The Adam Walsh Reauthorization Act of 
2017 (H.R. 1188) ensures continued finding 
for the original Adam Walsh Act with important 
updates. The original Adam Walsh Act created 
a national registry of sex offenders and the 
means to enforce registration. While each 
state has its own registry, the national registry 
provides an efficient way to track sex offend-
ers who move between states, and helps to 
systematize standards across states. 

The Child Protection Improvement Act of 
2017 (H.R. 695), ensures that organizations 
serving youth have access to the national sex 
offender registry—so that they are not limited 
to background checks within their state. This 
ensures that children are protected from sex 
offenders whether or not the offender has fol-
lowed the law and registered in their state. 

Last year, I applied this concept worldwide 
with the International Megan’s Law to Prevent 
Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 
Through Advanced Notification of Traveling 
Sex Offenders (P.L. 114–119), so that coun-
tries are warned when individuals on a U.S. 
sex offender list for a crime against a child is 
traveling to their country. Since my bill be-
came law, more than 2,000 notifications of 
pedophile travel have been sent to 64 coun-
tries, with a particular emphasis on countries 
known to be primary destinations for child sex 
tourism. 

One of the other bills under consideration 
tonight, the Global Child Protection Act of 
2017 (H.R. 1862), will make it easier to pros-
ecute known offenders and others who abuse 
children abroad by expanding the definition of 
the term ‘‘illicit sexual contact’’ to cover any 
sexual contact with a child. 

The TARGET Act (H.R. 1625), encourages 
accountability for international traffickers by al-
lowing the State Department to provide re-
wards to people who are willing to bring down 
international criminal organizations trafficking 
in women and children. I am a cosponsor of 
HR 1625 and pleased to see it and all the 
aforementioned legislation advance tonight. 

In addition to the legislation we adopt to-
night, Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues 
may know that a strong bipartisan coalition is 
also working on the comprehensive reauthor-
ization of America’s leading anti-trafficking leg-
islation—The Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act(TVPA). This additional legislation, the 
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Preven-
tion and Protection Act of 2017 (H.R. 2200), 
honors the 200th birthday of slavery survivor 
and great abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and 
will reauthorize $130 million in current funds 
across several federal programs dedicated to 
fight human trafficking over the next four 
years. 

I am pleased to be the prime author of the 
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Preven-
tion and Protection Act with lead Democrat co-
sponsor Rep. Karen Bass along with a strong 
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bipartisan group including Chairman Ed 
Royce, Reps. Sheila Jackson Lee, Susan 
Brooks, Lois Frankel, Ann Wagner, Tony 
Cardenas, Ted Poe, and Ryan Costello. 

H.R. 2200 is also endorsed by a broad- 
based coalition of NGOs that work on the 
frontlines in the battle against human traf-
ficking including. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past 17 years, we have 
seen progress on a number of anti-trafficking 
fronts: more than 250,000 victims have been 
rescued worldwide; the Department of Justice 
has federally funded some 42 anti-human traf-
ficking task forces across the United States 
and more than 85,000 law enforcement offi-
cers have been trained. Additionally, over 300 
laws around the world, influenced by American 
leadership, have enacted to combat trafficking. 

We look forward to building upon this record 
through passage of The Frederick Douglass 
Trafficking Victims Prevention, Protection, and 
Reauthorization Act. Some of the important 
provisions of H.R. 2200 include: 

Ensuring vulnerable children and other at- 
risk populations are educated to avoid traf-
fickers; 

Focusing grants for survivor care on hous-
ing for vulnerable groups; 

Preferring in government travel contracts 
airlines and hotels that have in place anti-traf-
ficking training and victim reporting policies for 
their employees; 

Creating a special complaint mechanism in 
embassies whereby the U.S. is warned of traf-
fickers exploiting the U.S. entry system; 

Increasing transparency and oversight of 
U.S. government grants to fight trafficking; 

Facilitating trafficking-free supply chains in 
private business by clarifying in Department of 
Labor reports the products that incorporate 
slavery-made goods; 

Encouraging enforcement of the Tariff Act of 
1930’s prohibition on the importation of goods 
made with forced labor; 

Strengthening federal efforts to reduce de-
mand for services from trafficking victims by 
increasing prosecution of those who purchase 
services; 

Designating one prosecutor in each of the 
Department of Justice’s focus districts to in-
vestigate and prosecute labor trafficking 
cases; 

Preventing abuse of domestic servants in 
embassies and diplomatic homes in the U.S.; 

Encouraging credible and effective use of 
the trafficking tier ranking system by the U.S. 
Department of State in the annual Trafficking 
in Persons Report; 

Educating procurement officers in U.S. gov-
ernment agencies to apply all U.S. law and 
regulations preventing purchases of goods 
made with trafficking or services from contrac-
tors who participate in human trafficking; 

Ensuring that U.S. military assistance does 
not go to foreign governments that use child 
soldiers; and 

Encouraging USAID to integrate human traf-
ficking prevention into disaster relief. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 

This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May 
23, 2017 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 24 

Time to be announced 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
TBA 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

To hold hearings to examine industry 
perspectives on options and consider-
ations for achieving a 355 ship Navy. 

SR–232A 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine border inse-
curity, focusing on the rise of MS–13 
and other transnational criminal orga-
nizations. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Vishal J. Amin, of Michigan, 
to be Intellectual Property Enforce-
ment Coordinator, Executive Office of 
the President, Stephen Elliott Boyd, of 
Alabama, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, Department of Justice, and 
Lee Francis Cissna, of Maryland, to be 
Director of United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, Department 
of Homeland Security. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request and jus-
tification for fiscal year 2018 for the 
Navy and Marine Corps. 

SD–192 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific, 

and International Cybersecurity Policy 
To hold hearings to examine American 

leadership in the Asia-Pacific, focusing 
on economic issues. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine Department 
of Energy atomic energy defense ac-
tivities and programs. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, 

Product Safety, Insurance, and Data 
Security 

To hold hearings to examine pool safety, 
focusing on the tenth anniversary of 

the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and 
Spa Safety Act. 

SR–253 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine law enforce-
ment access to data stored across bor-
ders, focusing on facilitating coopera-
tion and protecting rights. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

Business meeting to consider S. 1094, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
improve the accountability of employ-
ees of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

SR–418 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

MAY 25 

Time to be announced 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 782, to 
reauthorize the National Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task Force 
Program, and the nominations of Noel 
J. Francisco, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Solicitor General of the 
United States, and Makan Delrahim, of 
California, and Steven Andrew Engel, 
of the District of Columbia, both to be 
an Assistant Attorney General, all of 
the Department of Justice. 

TBA 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the posture 

of the Department of the Army in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2018 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investiga-

tions 
To hold hearings to examine stopping the 

shipment of synthetic opioids, focusing 
on oversight of United States strategy 
to combat illicit drugs. 

SD–342 
9:45 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s fiscal year 2018 budget proposal. 
SD–608 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine the Farm 

Economy, focusing on perspectives on 
rural America. 

SR–328A 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Neil Chatterjee, of Kentucky, 
and Robert F. Powelson, of Pennsyl-
vania, both to be a Member of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, 
and Dan R. Brouillette, of Texas, to be 
Deputy Secretary, all of the Depart-
ment of Energy. 

SD–366 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2018 for the Department of the 
Treasury, and tax reform. 

SD–215 
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10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Home-

land Security 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2018 for the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–138 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-

national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental 
Policy 

To hold hearings to examine the United 
Nations Human Rights Council. 

SD–419 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

JUNE 7 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on National Parks 

To hold hearings to examine working to 
improve the National Park Service 
workplace environment. 

SD–366 

JUNE 13 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request and jus-
tification for fiscal year 2018 for the 
Department of Justice. 

SD–192 
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