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being done by the Lincoln Park Historical So-
ciety, and I am confident that they will build on 
this success in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Lincoln Park Historical Society 
and Museum for their historical preservation 
efforts. The group provides cultural enrichment 
for Lincoln Park and its residents through its 
hosting of events and exhibits. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RODOLFO JOSÉ 
CÁRDENAS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rodolfo José Cárdenas on his 
award-winning broadcasting excellence. 

Rodolfo Cárdenas is the host of the daily 
morning radio show, ‘Hablemos Hoy,’ and re-
cently received the Colorado Broadcaster As-
sociation’s 2016 ‘Excellence Award’ for his 
continued leadership in providing a show that 
has become a center piece of the Colorado 
Hispanic radio market. Hablemos Hoy also 
took home the top prize for being the ‘Best 
Morning Show’ in the Hispanic market. This is 
the second time that Hablemos Hoy has won 
this prestigious award. 

I am grateful to have been a guest on 
Hablemos Hoy on a number of occasions and 
know that Mr. Cárdenas has a strong work 
ethic, dynamic hosting capabilities and the 
ability to bring together the Spanish speaking 
community across our state. Rodolfo 
Cárdenas’ commitment to educate and inform 
those within our community about local and 
national issues further demonstrates his im-
portance to the Hispanic community in the 
State of Colorado. 

Again, I would like to congratulate Rodolfo 
Cárdenas and the entire staff of ‘Hablemos 
Hoy’ for their continued excellence and for re-
ceiving these prestigious awards. They serve 
as recognition for Rodolfo Cárdenas’ unwaver-
ing commitment to quality broadcasting and to 
the Hispanic community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WOODIE 
RUCKER-HUGHES 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the career of Waudier 
‘‘Woodie’’ Rucker-Hughes, a tireless worker 
for civil rights and a pillar of the community in 
the Inland Empire of California. 

Woodie was born in Washington, DC, and 
came to California in 1969 to begin a career 
in teaching at John W. North High School in 
Riverside. She later became the Dean of Stu-
dents, an assistant principal and Manager of 
Child Welfare and Attendance for the River-
side Unified School District. In those roles, she 
helped young people to make the most of their 
education and their lives. 

Woodie has spent her life building a strong-
er community through her leadership in the 
NAACP, and her involvement with non-profit 

organizations and commissions. The people of 
Riverside live in a city made better by the 
work of Woodie Rucker-Hughes. 

This week, Woodie is retiring from the Riv-
erside Unified School District. She has earned 
the thanks of a grateful community and the 
admiration of all that know her. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. CLINTON 
HAVRAN AND MRS. DEBORAH ORR 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bus accident that took the lives 
of four people in Biloxi, Mississippi, on March 
7, 2017. 

Tragically, a tour bus from Austin, Texas 
found itself lodged on train tracks in Biloxi, 
and was subsequently struck by an oncoming 
train. Although passengers started to dis-
embark from the bus, several could not make 
it off in time. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I stand to honor the 
lives of two of those individuals who were 
taken from us in the accident: Mr. Clinton 
Havran of Sealy, Texas, and Mrs. Deborah 
Orr of Bastrop, Texas. Clinton and Deborah 
were both pillars in our community. 

Clinton served in the United States Army 
from 1958 to 1963, and subsequently had a 
long and distinguished career as a profes-
sional truck driver with Central Freight Lines 
and Steinhauser’s of Texas. He is survived by 
his loving wife of 42 years, Annie Mae Havran, 
his children, and his grandchildren. 

Deborah, or Debbie as her friends knew 
her, was known for her spirit and kindness. 
Debbie was a Jill-of-all-trades, and held jobs 
as a nursing assistant and assembly worker, 
among others. She actively volunteered in her 
community—with several organizations that 
work with needy children and as the Activities 
Director at the Bastrop Senior Center. Debbie 
is survived by her loving husband of 36 years, 
Tim Orr, as well as her children, grand-
children, and a great-grandchild. 

I join their family, their friends, and the peo-
ple of Bastrop and Sealy in rejoicing the last-
ing impression Clinton and Debbie left on us 
all. As our community grieves and continues 
to come together in this time of sorrow, I ask 
that we honor their memory by working to-
gether to ensure accidents like this do not 
happen in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House offer their love and support for Clinton, 
Deborah, and their loved ones. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO GARY 
PRUDEN, WORLDWIDE CHAIR-
MAN, MEDICAL DEVICES, JOHN-
SON & JOHNSON 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize one of New Jersey’s most distin-
guished community and business leaders, 
Gary Pruden. Gary has dedicated the last thir-

ty-three years of his life as a leader at John-
son & Johnson, creating a healthy, innovative 
world for patients everywhere. 

Gary joined Johnson & Johnson in 1984 to 
serve in sales and marketing for Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals. He led Janssen commercial 
efforts in Canada and after returning to the US 
in 2006, Gary joined the Ethicon franchise lo-
cated in Somerville, New Jersey as Worldwide 
President of Ethicon Products. Gary’s leader-
ship and commitment to improving standards 
of care for patients helped to develop not only 
exceptional life-saving products but also better 
hospital conditions, education for surgeons 
and healthcare professionals’. He also sup-
ported many community and charitable pro-
grams to improve healthcare and patients’ 
lives globally. 

As Johnson & Johnson’s medical device 
footprint grew around the world, Gary’s port-
folio also continued to expand and he soon 
become the global Company Group Chairman 
in 2012 and the Worldwide Chairman of Med-
ical Devices and a member of the Johnson & 
Johnson Management and Executive Commit-
tees respectively in 2015 and 2016. 

Gary has also become involved in the fed-
eral advocacy and legislative policy-making 
process with local, state and federal law mak-
ers. He has committed himself to advocating 
for sound, science-based public policy. He has 
been successful because of his commitment 
to building bi-cameral, bi-partisan relationships 
that support access to medical innovation and 
improve the U.S. healthcare system. Gary’s 
leadership at national trade associations, com-
munity organizations and with elected and ap-
pointed government officials has made a last-
ing positive effect on patient care. 

Of all the professional accolades Gary has 
received during his impressive career, how-
ever, I believe he is most proud of his devo-
tion to his family as a committed husband and 
father. Gary’s wife Georgeane and their two 
children Kyle and Chelsea are his highest pri-
orities. 

I wish Gary well in his personal and profes-
sional endeavors as he retires from Johnson & 
Johnson. I thank him for his exceptional serv-
ice to our community. 

f 

HONORING FATHER KEVIN 
WATERS, S.J. 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the retirement of Father 
Kevin Waters of Gonzaga University. 

Father Waters joined the Society of Jesus in 
1951, and has gone on to serve the students 
of Gonzaga University as a chaplain, pro-
fessor, and Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences. Additionally, Father Waters served 
as the chaplain of the DeSmet Residence Hall 
for the last 34 years. During his time as chap-
lain, Father Waters united the young men who 
lived in that dormitory with religious services, 
spiritual and personal guidance, and commu-
nity building within the context of the Jesuit 
mission. 

Among the unique services that Father 
Waters has provided to the residents of 
DeSmet over the years, it was his weekly 
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Sunday night church service in the DeSmet 
basement that really stood out. When he 
began offering this weekly service during his 
first year as Chaplain, Father Waters sought 
to offer the residents of this dormitory a place 
where they could go to gather and center on 
their faith, prayer, and community. Ultimately, 
he hoped to provide his residents with the op-
portunity to grow their relationship with God 
and others each and every Sunday. 

I want to thank Father Waters for his invalu-
able service to the students of Gonzaga Uni-
versity, and I wish him a wonderful retirement. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES 
OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 
FOR HOSTING THE SIXTH AN-
NUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE 
RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 4 Fredericksburg, Virginia area 
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the 
United States Coast Guard after graduation. 
These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and I offer 
my sincere congratulations upon their high 
school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Coast Guard: 

Cronin, Erik; Cronin, Matthew; Foley, Dillon; 
Michaud, Joshua. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 5th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and their families 
for their dedication to serving this great Na-
tion. We owe them and the many Americans 
who have served and will serve a debt of grat-
itude. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF MR. 
WILLIAM M. OVERBY 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the great work of a constituent, Mr. 
William M. Overby. During a career spanning 
more than 32 years with State Parks, Bill 
served in several park ranger and manage-
ment assignments throughout the state, and 
managed the Deception Pass Area for the 
final 20 years of his career. 

While serving at Deception Pass, Bill began 
his association with Skagit Valley College as 
an instructor in its Parks Resources Manage-
ment and the Criminal Justice programs, be-

coming a lead instructor the last 26 years. In 
July 2003, he began serving as the Depart-
ment Chair of the Criminal Justice program. 

Bill provided his passion and skills to Wash-
ington state, serving a five-year term as the 
charter Chair of the Washington State Safety, 
Security, and Emergency Management Coun-
cil. He is also the recipient of the prestigious 
President’s Award by the Washington Recre-
ation and Park Association. 

Bill’s leadership and commitment to training 
the next generation of the National Park Serv-
ice, U.S. Forest Service, and State Patrol 
members is admirable and his service will 
continue to benefit our communities for years 
to come. 

As Bill enters his retirement journey, I wish 
him the very best in whatever his next venture 
may be. 

f 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR BILLS TO 
PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL EX-
PLOITATION AND TO ENSURE 
JUSTICE FOR TRAFFICKERS AND 
ABUSERS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
take this opportunity to offer my strong support 
for all six bills under consideration tonight to 
prevent children from suffering the horrors of 
sexual exploitation and ensure justice for traf-
fickers and abusers. 

I would also like to offer my sincere thanks 
to Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy for his con-
sistent work to fight human trafficking and 
other forms of sexual exploitation of children. 

As the prime author of the landmark Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and of 
its 2003 and 2005 reauthorization, I know the 
heavy lift such bills can be—and also their crit-
ical importance. The Majority Leader’s per-
sonal commitment to tonight’s legislation, as 
well as to moving other anti-trafficking bills 
over the next few weeks, builds upon the work 
he has done in previous congresses to effec-
tively help the victims of trafficking who are 
primarily women and children. 

Sexual exploitation of children is a human 
rights violation that results in serious, lifelong 
consequences for the physical, psychological, 
and spiritual development and well-being of a 
child In many instances, it is a form of human 
trafficking. 

According to the International Labor Organi-
zation, almost 2 million children are still victim-
ized every year by commercial sexual exploi-
tation, which includes the use of girls and 
boys in sexual activities remunerated in cash 
or in kind, child sex tourism, the use of chil-
dren in sex shows (public or private), and the 
production, promotion and distribution of por-
nography involving children. 

Millions of other children suffer the honor 
and wounding of other forms of sexual abuse; 
most do not come forward out of misplaced 
shame, or the fear that the justice system will 
re-traumatize and then fail them. 

The Strengthening Children’s Safety Act of 
2017, H.R. 1842, seeks to strengthen our ef-
forts against repeat child sex offenders and 
ensure they are subjected to increased pen-
alties. As drafted, the bill will crack down on 

sex offenders who fail to register and then 
commit violent crimes under state law. It will 
also ensure that an offender’s prior child-re-
lated sex offenses under Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice are taken into account in subse-
quent prosecutions. 

The Targeting Child Predators Act of 2017 
(H.R. 883) also seeks to improve account-
ability for suspected crimes against children by 
ensuring that offenders are not tipped-off to 
law enforcement investigations of their IP ad-
dresses before law enforcement has a chance 
to gather the critical digital evidence of crimes 
against children. 

The Adam Walsh Reauthorization Act of 
2017 (H.R. 1188) ensures continued finding 
for the original Adam Walsh Act with important 
updates. The original Adam Walsh Act created 
a national registry of sex offenders and the 
means to enforce registration. While each 
state has its own registry, the national registry 
provides an efficient way to track sex offend-
ers who move between states, and helps to 
systematize standards across states. 

The Child Protection Improvement Act of 
2017 (H.R. 695), ensures that organizations 
serving youth have access to the national sex 
offender registry—so that they are not limited 
to background checks within their state. This 
ensures that children are protected from sex 
offenders whether or not the offender has fol-
lowed the law and registered in their state. 

Last year, I applied this concept worldwide 
with the International Megan’s Law to Prevent 
Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 
Through Advanced Notification of Traveling 
Sex Offenders (P.L. 114–119), so that coun-
tries are warned when individuals on a U.S. 
sex offender list for a crime against a child is 
traveling to their country. Since my bill be-
came law, more than 2,000 notifications of 
pedophile travel have been sent to 64 coun-
tries, with a particular emphasis on countries 
known to be primary destinations for child sex 
tourism. 

One of the other bills under consideration 
tonight, the Global Child Protection Act of 
2017 (H.R. 1862), will make it easier to pros-
ecute known offenders and others who abuse 
children abroad by expanding the definition of 
the term ‘‘illicit sexual contact’’ to cover any 
sexual contact with a child. 

The TARGET Act (H.R. 1625), encourages 
accountability for international traffickers by al-
lowing the State Department to provide re-
wards to people who are willing to bring down 
international criminal organizations trafficking 
in women and children. I am a cosponsor of 
HR 1625 and pleased to see it and all the 
aforementioned legislation advance tonight. 

In addition to the legislation we adopt to-
night, Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues 
may know that a strong bipartisan coalition is 
also working on the comprehensive reauthor-
ization of America’s leading anti-trafficking leg-
islation—The Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act(TVPA). This additional legislation, the 
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Preven-
tion and Protection Act of 2017 (H.R. 2200), 
honors the 200th birthday of slavery survivor 
and great abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and 
will reauthorize $130 million in current funds 
across several federal programs dedicated to 
fight human trafficking over the next four 
years. 

I am pleased to be the prime author of the 
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Preven-
tion and Protection Act with lead Democrat co-
sponsor Rep. Karen Bass along with a strong 
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