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States have long believed moral con-
cerns must be an essential part of our 
foreign policy, not a departure from it. 
Our values are our great strength and 
greatest treasure. We have been the 
country that saw the world as it was 
and made it better. 

Mr. Speaker, I am here today in the 
best tradition of the United States to 
call for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Raif Badawi, who 
must be allowed to be reunited with his 
wife and children in Canada. And I call 
also for all of the other prisoners of 
conscience in Saudi Arabia to be re-
leased. 

The United States must not be silent 
while people sit in prison for exercising 
their most basic human rights. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF FALLEN OFFI-
CERS JASON GARNER AND 
RASCHEL JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I 
sadly rise to honor two fallen officers 
from my community, Stanislaus Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Garner, and 
Community Service Officer Raschel 
Johnson. 

Deputy Garner and Officer Johnson 
tragically left this Earth on Saturday, 
May 13, 2017, as a result of a vehicular 
collision while en route to a reported 
residential burglary in Modesto. Both 
were committed public servants whose 
watches ended all too soon. 

Deputy Garner served with the 
Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for 91⁄2 years in the operations di-
vision and 1 year 3 months in the adult 
detention division. He was well-liked 
on both sides of the department. Dur-
ing his time in service to our commu-
nity, he was recognized for a wide 
range of accomplishments, including 
assisting a mother in locating her 
daughter at Oakdale Reservoir, work-
ing with junior high students from Big 
Valley Christian School to conduct a 
successful graffiti wipeout for our com-
munity, and assisting the probation de-
partment and their firearms instruc-
tors with radio training to improve 
their communication skills with the 
dispatch center. 

Officer Johnson was a 15-year veteran 
of Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment who was known for going above 
and beyond. During her time with the 
department, she was recognized for her 
contributions to her team as well as 
our community, which included receiv-
ing the Sheriff’s Award for Excellence 
for coordinating the model of the Pat-
terson Police Services substation. She 
also helped to develop a program to 
more effectively dispatch community 
service officers and deputies, and she 
assisted with the 2006 homicide inves-
tigation of California Highway Patrol 
Officer Earl Scott. 

Both Deputy Garner and Officer 
Johnson leave behind an entire com-
munity who grieve their loss. Their 

bravery and committed service will 
never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the lives of 
Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Jason Garner and Community Service 
Officer Raschel Johnson. My deepest 
gratitude and sympathies go out to 
their families and our law enforcement 
community as they forge ahead with-
out their loved ones. May God bless 
and keep them always. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MILITARY 
CAREGIVERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Military Caregiver Month, I would 
like to recognize a population of heroes 
who often remain in the shadows: mili-
tary caregivers. 

Currently there are over 5 million 
military and veteran caregivers in the 
United States. This number continues 
to grow as our troops abroad place 
themselves in harm’s way. 

I recently sat down with one of my 
heroes, Senator Elizabeth Dole, who 
shed a light on this important popu-
lation. While she spent time with Kan-
sas Senator Bob Dole at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in 
2011, she noticed the many caregivers 
around her and the unique challenges 
that they face. Following this dis-
covery, she established a foundation to 
raise awareness and serve as a resource 
for these hidden heroes. 

I am a proud member of the Hidden 
Heroes Caucus, which raises awareness 
and develops legislation in support of 
caregivers. I urge my colleagues to join 
this wonderful congressional caucus of 
hidden heroes. 

STROKE AWARENESS MONTH 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to address Stroke Aware-
ness Month. Stroke is the Nation’s 
number five killer, the second leading 
cause of dementia, and one of the lead-
ing causes of long-term disability. 

During this important month of 
awareness, we in Congress must realize 
that we have a chance to make a dif-
ference. The FAST Act would expand 
access to telehealth-eligible home 
stroke services under Medicare. 

I have personally witnessed one of 
Kansas’ greatest victories in 
healthcare, where my alma mater, 
Kansas University Medical Center, led 
the Kansas Stroke Collaborative, 
where, through telemedicine, we have 
saved thousands of lives and prevented 
literally hundreds—perhaps thou-
sands—of long-term injuries as well. 

The American Stroke Association 
says that 80 percent of strokes are pre-
ventable, and the more strokes we end, 
the more lives we will save. 

Strokes kill more than 133,000 Ameri-
cans annually. We can bring that num-
ber down, and I hope my colleagues 
will join us in that effort. As a physi-
cian, I know how important and, in 

many cases, how necessary these serv-
ices are. I encourage my colleagues to 
support this legislation and always re-
main open to innovative solutions in 
the medical industry, like telemedi-
cine. 

ERADICATING POLIO 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I 

want to talk about something very 
near and dear to my heart: the efforts 
to eradicate polio. 

Truly, Mr. Speaker, we are this close 
to ending polio. Once a widespread 
global epidemic, it is now only endemic 
in two countries: Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

When I was district governor of Ro-
tary just a few short years ago, we 
were reporting 17 to 18 cases per year. 
And I am so excited that we have only 
had 2 reported cases this year. 

There is one organization that has 
led this charge, though many have 
helped, but Rotary has led this since 
1979, literally vaccinating over 2.5 bil-
lion people in 122 countries. 

As a former Rotary district governor, 
I spent some time this past weekend at 
Fort Hays State University celebrating 
Rotary and all we have done, including 
the celebration of international stu-
dents and the peace awards that they 
receive through our scholarships. 

There is no cure for polio. It is pre-
ventable by a very simple vaccine. It is 
vital that we aid these last handful of 
countries, get us over the finish line 
with these resources, and end our fight 
against polio so we can tell future gen-
erations: Like smallpox, polio is no 
longer in this country. 

f 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, today we are one week away 
from Memorial Day. On May 29, we will 
celebrate Memorial Day this year. But 
this also, remarkably, would be the 
100th birthday of President John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy. 

It is hard to believe when we think of 
President Kennedy, his youthful vigor, 
the popular appeal that he had not 
only in this country and around the 
world, and forever in our hearts and 
minds, that vision of grace and dignity 
and wit and humor and public service 
and dedication. 

It was President Kennedy, of course, 
who said we will put a man on the 
Moon and do it within 10 years, and we 
did it in 9. 

Amongst his great legacies, of 
course, is that President Kennedy 
founded and was the creator of the 
Peace Corps. President Kennedy felt in 
those troubling times when there was 
the threat of nuclear annihilation, that 
what we needed to do is send forward 
America’s best, let the world see what 
America is truly about. So he engaged 
this great Nation in the effort of send-
ing our brightest and best abroad. 
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Today, many Americans might be 

surprised to know that in a nation of 
more than 330 million people, less than 
1 percent—let me repeat that again, 
less than 1 percent—of the Nation 
serves in all of our military, including 
our Reserves and National Guard and 
in the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps 
VISTA, Teach For America, Senior 
Corps, City Year, and Corporation for 
National and Community Service. 

b 1215 

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service has indicated, last 
year more than 400,000 of your fellow 
Americans wanted to serve their coun-
try, and yet they were turned away be-
cause of a lack of financing. Imagine in 
this day and age, with our budgets 
coming out, when we know, in fact, 
from all sources that the volunteerism 
that is provided more than pays for 
itself at almost a 4-to-1 clip. 

That is why, this Thursday, we are 
going to drop a bill on national service. 
It is called ACTION, because that is 
what this country needs. We find too 
many Americans who want to serve 
their nation but are unable to do so, es-
pecially those who want to serve in a 
capacity other than the United States 
military. So it is up to this Congress to 
make sure that we provide an alter-
native to do just that. So we will drop 
a bill this week and are looking for 
original cosponsors who will sign on to 
that bill that says simply this: If you 
are willing to serve your country in 
any of those capacities, if you are will-
ing to serve your country, we will help 
you get a college education. If you 
have a college education and you have 
been out looking for a job, and you 
have been unsuccessful, but you still 
would like experience and to serve your 
country, we will pay for that as well. 
The bottom line: Serve your country, 
and we will take care of your college 
debt or help you get to college. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MITCHELL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon the men 
and women of this, the people’s House, 
as they return from a weekend at 

home. Help them, and, indeed, help us 
all to obey Your law, to do Your will, 
and to walk in Your way. 

We ask Your blessing this day as our 
President visits holy sites in the Mid-
dle East and the various leaders in the 
region. Grant that Your children of dif-
ferent cultures and faiths might come 
together in peace and understanding. 

May all that is done this day be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 
OVERSEAS VISIT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, President Donald Trump gave 
a remarkable speech yesterday during 
his first overseas visit. Speaking to 
over 50 representatives from Muslim 
nations, the President outlined the fu-
ture for positive relations between the 
United States and predominantly Mus-
lim nations around the world. 

The President’s remarks in Saudi 
Arabia were extraordinary. I was espe-
cially grateful to hear his call for unity 
of all people and all regional faiths— 
Islam, Christianity, and Judaism—as 
well as a strong condemnation of Is-
lamic extremism and terrorism. 

President Trump remarked: ‘‘We 
pray this special gathering may some-
day be remembered as the beginning of 
peace in the Middle East—and maybe, 
even all over the world. But this future 
can only be achieved through defeating 
terrorism and the ideology that drives 
it.’’ The President also cited 95 percent 
of victims of terrorism are Muslim. 

I appreciate the warm welcome the 
President received in Saudi Arabia as 
he promotes peace through strength. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Our sympathy to the family of Navy 
Captain Ken Clark of Swansea, South 
Carolina, a Naval Academy graduate of 
great service. 

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION 
INTO RUSSIAN MEDDLING IN U.S. 
ELECTION 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased that a special prosecutor has 
been named to conduct an independent 
investigation into Russia’s meddling in 
our 2016 election and any connections 
between the Trump campaign and Rus-
sia. 

Appointing Robert Mueller is a step 
in the right direction, but he must be 
able to operate independently, without 
interference from the White House, 
without interference, even, from the 
Justice Department or any other ad-
ministration officials. 

We must also keep in mind that this 
particular investigation will be limited 
in its scope in the sense that it will be 
looking only at counterintelligence 
issues and only at potential crimi-
nality arising out of the investigation. 
What it won’t do is give us that bigger 
picture, give the American people the 
sense of the connection that may have 
occurred between the campaign of Don-
ald Trump and the Russians. 

In order to get to that, in order to re-
store faith and confidence in our de-
mocracy and our national security, we 
need an independent commission to 
look at that bigger picture and let Con-
gress deal with the big questions that 
the American people sent us here to ad-
dress. That is the direction we must 
take. 

f 

VICTOR ACT 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the promise we made to our 
veterans and introduce the Veterans 
Increased Choice for Transplanted Or-
gans and Recovery Act of 2017, the VIC-
TOR Act. 

The VICTOR Act will allow veterans 
who live more than 100 miles from one 
of the Nation’s 14 VA transplant cen-
ters to receive care at a local, federally 
certified facility. 

From Florida’s Second District, the 
closest VA facility which performs 
heart, lung, and liver transplants is in 
Nashville, Tennessee. A veteran in 
Ocala would have to travel more than 
600 miles to receive a new liver, despite 
there being seven federally certified 
centers in Florida. 

As a surgeon, I know that timely 
organ transplants can make the dif-
ference between life and death, and yet 
our veterans sit on waiting lists for or-
gans they may never receive. Govern-
ment bureaucracy should not hurt our 
Nation’s veterans when they are in des-
perate need of care. The VICTOR Act 
will give those who fought for our free-
dom a fighting chance here at home. 
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