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the National Cultural Center Act (20 
U.S.C. 76h(a)), amended by Public Law 
107–117, and the order of the House of 
January 3, 2017, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Board of Trustees of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts: 

Mr. MACARTHUR, New Jersey 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO 
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 4003(e) 
of the 21st Century Cures Act (Pub. L. 
114–255), and the order of the House of 
January 3, 2017, of the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House to the 
Health Information Technology Advi-
sory Committee: 

Mr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, Culver 
City, California 

f 

HONORING BRIAN C. COOPER 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Brian Cooper, 
who is retiring from the Office of the 
Parliamentarian after 35 years on Cap-
itol Hill. Brian’s first job came in 1982, 
when he was hired in the stock room of 
the Longworth Building working in 
Publication and Distribution Services. 

Since then, Brian held a variety of 
positions in Congress, where he learned 
the intricacies of the legislative proc-
ess, and the inner workings of House 
operations—skills that earned him a 
job at the House Parliamentarian Of-
fice, where he currently serves as Chief 
Clerk. A consummate professional, 
Brian has spent his career committed 
to assisting with an orderly and accu-
rate legislative process, observed in a 
fair and nonpartisan manner. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my congres-
sional colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Brian Cooper on his long- 
deserved retirement and wish him all 
the best as he pursues his passions, in-
cluding his artistic endeavors, trav-
eling, spending more time with his 
family, and cheering on his favorite 
Baltimore sports teams. 

Bon voyage and Godspeed to Brian 
Cooper. 

f 

FUND CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam 
Speaker, in our increasingly competi-
tive world, the importance of education 
beyond our K–12 system has only 
grown. As we address this reality, it is 
vital that we recognize the importance 
of career and technical education, in 
addition to colleges and universities. 

That is why I am proud to be the lead 
Democrat on the bipartisan Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education 
for the 21st Century Act. This bill, 
which passed the Education and the 
Workforce Committee last week unani-
mously, will increase funding for ca-
reer and technical education by 9 per-
cent over the next 6 years to modernize 
these initiatives and to ensure students 
have the skills employers are looking 
for. 

Through investing in our citizens and 
our economy, this bill will help hard-
working families across the country 
join and stay in the middle class. I am 
proud to work with my colleagues from 
both parties, including Congressman 
THOMPSON from Pennsylvania, to build 
a more promising future for millions of 
Americans, and I hope this bill will 
soon receive consideration on the 
House floor. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO COREY 
BULMAN AS MINNESOTA TEACH-
ER OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Corey Bulman, an 
English and literature teacher at 
Mound Westonka High School, on being 
named Minnesota’s Teacher of the 
Year. This is an extraordinary achieve-
ment and a tribute to his enthusiasm 
both inside and outside of the class-
room. 

Mr. Bulman began teaching at Mound 
Westonka 17 years ago, where he de-
voted his entire tenure as an educator 
to enriching students in the classroom 
through his creative, imaginative, and 
insightful curriculums. What sets him 
apart is the meaningful and empow-
ering connections he develops with his 
students. 

As one of his former students said: 
‘‘Corey was an adult, who showed me 
he believed I was smart, and cared 
about my ideas. He was honest, funny, 
and made me believe in myself.’’ 

Madam Speaker, there is no doubt 
that Mr. Bulman has touched so many 
of his students’ lives. He understands 
how forming these bonds can inspire 
students for future success. 

Madam Speaker, I want to congratu-
late Corey and thank him for dedi-
cating himself on educating, inspiring, 
and empowering our young students. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL FOSTER 
CARE MONTH AND KENNATH 
FORSYTH-SEARS 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, as 
co-chair of the Congressional Foster 
Youth Caucus, I rise in recognition of 
National Foster Care Month and in 
honor of the remarkable foster youth 

alumnus that I am fortunate to host 
this week: Kennath Forsyth-Sears. 

Kennath hails from the Ocean State, 
where he attends my alma mater, 
Rhode Island College, and aspires to 
work with children with disabilities. 

Kennath is a reminder of why we 
must ensure every child has the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential. 
Madam Speaker, all children need the 
support and love of a family, yet find-
ing ‘‘forever families’’ for foster youth 
is one of our biggest challenges. 

Madam Speaker, it is our moral duty 
to care for these children as we would 
our own, including by supporting per-
manency for foster youth. 

I thank my co-chair of the Congres-
sional Foster Youth Caucus and the 
leader of our Caucus, Congresswoman 
KAREN BASS of California, for bringing 
young people like Kennath to Capitol 
Hill for Foster Youth Shadow Day, and 
I urge my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring National Foster Care Month. 

f 

b 1915 

ERDOGAN: THE VIOLATOR OF 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, it 
looks like Turkish President Erdogan 
has brought his brutal crackdown on 
human rights to Washington, D.C. 

For years, Erdogan has attacked Tur-
key’s democratic institutions, under-
mined the rule of law, and violated 
Turkish civil liberties. On Tuesday, 
several bullies violently assaulted pro-
testers outside the Turkish Embassy 
here in Washington. These Gestapo- 
type body guards beat peaceful dem-
onstrators, in one case kicking a 
woman lying on the ground. This type 
of behavior is unacceptable. 

Erdogan is becoming a Turkish dic-
tator. One of the traits of a dictator is 
to violently quash opposition. He is 
showing he doesn’t believe in the demo-
cratic principles of free speech and 
peaceful assembly. But, Madam Speak-
er, we will have no foreign tyrant vio-
lating these sacred rights on American 
soil without consequences. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

5000 ROLE MODELS OF 
EXCELLENCE PROJECT 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, tomorrow 50 Miami-Dade 
County ninth grade boys from various 
chapters of the 5000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence Project will visit Washington, 
D.C. They are all college-bound and 
have earned the promise of a 4-year 
scholarship from the program. 

5000 Role Models is an in-school drop-
out prevention program that will turn 
25 years old in January 2018. There are 
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6,000 participants in Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, 3,000 in St. Petersburg, and 2,000 in 
Jacksonville school districts. 

The program’s goal is to mentor mi-
nority boys beginning in elementary 
school, middle school, and high school, 
all the while guiding them along a 
carefully charted path to manhood and 
sending them to college. 

Madam Speaker, in this season of 
youth violence, during which boys get 
entangled in the school-to-prison pipe-
line, we are proud of the project and 
the tens of thousands of boys it has 
helped to become successful, contrib-
uting men in society. For example, 
Barry Jenkins, director of the Oscar- 
winning film ‘‘Moonlight,’’ is a 1998 
graduate of the program. 

I look forward to welcoming these 
young men here tomorrow and hope 
you will get a chance to meet them, 
also. If you do, give them a hug and 
tell them that you love them. 

f 

ALS AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, May is ALS Aware-
ness Month. It is a time many lend 
their voices to the fight against ALS 
and help raise awareness about this 
devastating disease. 

ALS is often referred to as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, after the baseball 
great was diagnosed with the progres-
sive neurodegenerative disease that af-
fects the nerve cells in the brain and 
spinal cord. 

Recently, I had the honor of meeting 
with people from Pennsylvania to talk 
about ALS, including Michael Bond, 
who has ALS, and his wife and care-
taker, Karen Bond, both of Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania; and Jayne Cawthorne of 
Centre County, Pennsylvania, who is a 
long-time advocate for the ALS Asso-
ciation. Jayne and her daughter have 
been visiting with me since I was first 
elected to Congress, and their advocacy 
continues to build hope while their as-
sociation aggressively searches for new 
treatments and cures. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1361, which would ensure access to 
complex rehabilitation technology 
such as power wheelchairs and their 
components and accessories. When you 
have lost the ability to walk, move 
your hands, or hold your head up, these 
technologies are critical. 

f 

NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize National Mari-
time Day. 

Since America’s founding, our men 
and women who serve as mariners have 
dedicated themselves to protecting our 

economy and our interests at home and 
abroad. Whether it be through ensuring 
the delivery of goods, supporting us 
during times of peace, or standing up 
during times of war, the maritime in-
dustry has held strong. 

The Port of Los Angeles, which I am 
proud to represent, has made countless 
contributions not only to California 
but to every other congressional dis-
trict. 

As a member of the Committee on 
Homeland Security, I work to ensure 
the safety and security of the Port of 
Los Angeles so that it can continue to 
serve as America’s port. Along with the 
Port of Long Beach, the ports employ 
twice as many men and women as the 
Hollywood entertainment industry. 

Today, I am proud to honor those 
men and women who serve and have 
served as U.S. merchant mariners. I 
ask that we continue to support the 
maritime industry today, and every 
day. 

f 

SUPPORT OUR VETERANS 
(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 2288, the Vet-
erans Appeals Improvement and Mod-
ernization Act of 2017, a bill that ad-
dresses the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs’ broken appeals process. 

As of April 1, 2017, the number of 
pending appeals for disability com-
pensation with the VA has reached 
470,000. That is more than a 20 percent 
increase since fiscal year 2015. At cur-
rent funding levels and using its cur-
rent operational structure, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs estimates 
that it will take at least 5 years to ad-
dress the backlog of appeals claims. 

That is unsatisfactory. We can do 
better. We must do better. Our vet-
erans deserve better. They have risked 
their lives to protect the freedoms we 
hold so dear, and it is up to us to make 
sure they receive the benefits they 
have earned and deserve. 

H.R. 2288 modernizes the appeals 
process to efficiently and effectively 
resolve backlogged claims and prevent 
this kind of backlog from happening in 
the future. This bipartisan piece of leg-
islation takes a giant leap toward a 
more efficient Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

f 

SABOTAGE X 2 
(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, sabo-
tage. 

A plot is afoot in Washington. It is 
time to sound the alarms. It is time to 
let the people know. It is time to ride 
like Paul Revere across our Nation and 
awaken Americans to this sinister 
scheme. 

President Trump is sabotaging the 
Affordable Care Act. Trump has threat-

ened to cut subsidies to millions of 
Americans, creating more uncertainty 
today by stalling in court. He has re-
fused to fund the high-risk corridors, 
causing insurance companies to flee 
States like Iowa and Kentucky. He has 
cut the public notices to keep those in 
need of healthcare in the dark. He has 
cut the signup period in half to prevent 
more Americans from signing up. 

Is sabotage destroying the healthcare 
market worth it? Is robbing millions of 
Americans of healthcare coverage 
worth it? Is that the price Trump is 
willing to pay for repeal? To give tax 
cuts to billionaires? 

Mr. Trump, ObamaCare works. If you 
break it, you own it. When you sabo-
tage healthcare for millions of Ameri-
cans, you are responsible. And the peo-
ple ought to know. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, if 
history has taught us anything over 
the years, it is that freedom is not free. 
It comes at a great price. 

It is easy to take for granted the 
freedoms we enjoy, but this Military 
Appreciation Month I pray that we all 
reflect upon the sacrifices the men and 
women of our Armed Forces have made 
for our liberty and our security. 

Specifically, I am reminded today of 
the 5,100 dedicated men and women 
serving at Dyess Air Force Base, home 
of the 7th Bomb Wing and the 317th 
Airlift Group, and the 40,000 veterans in 
my district in west Texas. 

It is with them in mind, Madam 
Speaker, that I would like to express 
my gratitude for those who have 
served, my sorrow for those who did 
not make it back home, and my condo-
lences to those who have lost someone 
dear in service to our great country. 
Let us never forget them. Let us al-
ways remind our children and grand-
children of the sacrifices of those who 
gave up their today so that we can 
have our tomorrow. 

God bless our men and women in uni-
form. And God bless these United 
States of America. 

f 

WORLD AT A CROSSROADS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, as 
I stand here, our world stands at a 
crossroads. As I stand here, 20 million 
stand at risk of starvation at the hands 
of what has the potential to become 
the worst humanitarian crisis since 
World War II: famine in South Sudan 
and impending famine in northeast Ni-
geria, Somalia, and Yemen. Additional 
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