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Madam Speaker, how much time do I 

have remaining? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tlewoman has 35 minutes remaining. 
Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, protecting our national security 
should be among one of the top concerns of 
any administration—Republican or Democrat. 
Yet, President Trump has demonstrated an 
alarming disregard for the national security in-
terests of the United States. 

There have been a number of incidents that 
I believe warrant additional scrutiny by Con-
gress and the American people. Just last 
week, it was reported that President Trump re-
vealed highly classified information to the Rus-
sian foreign minister and ambassador during a 
White House meeting. In direct contravention 
of standing diplomatic agreements with our 
closest allies, President Trump also reportedly 
divulged the source of that highly classified in-
formation. Not only did this blatant disregard 
for protocol damage our credibility among the 
international community, but President Trump 
may have very well also exposed extremely 
sensitive information about U.S. and allied in-
telligence operations abroad. 

Earlier this month, President Trump also 
took a bold step in firing former FBI Director 
James Comey in the midst of an investigation 
into his administration and alleged ties to Rus-
sian officials. Shortly after Director Comey was 
fired, an unnamed White House source re-
vealed that President Trump told Russian offi-
cials during the same meeting that he did so 
in order to ease some of the pressure from 
the Russia investigation. This is deeply alarm-
ing, if not simply just ironic. 

During the Presidential election, House 
Speaker PAUL RYAN criticized Hillary Clinton 
over her mishandling of classified emails on a 
private email server. He stated, ‘‘individuals 
who are ‘extremely careless’ with classified in-
formation should be denied further access to 
such info.’’ Today, I have yet to hear Speaker 
RYAN—or other key House Republicans— 
speak out against this blatant mishandling of 
classified information. It is hypocrisy in its 
purest form. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford the unauthor-
ized divulging of classified information and na-
tional security secrets, especially to hostile na-
tions such as Russia. I find it deeply troubling 
that a sitting president would display such a 
blatant disregard for the safeguarding of U.S. 
national security interests. I continue to join 
my colleagues in calling for an independent 
commission to investigate any possible collu-
sion between the Trump Campaign and the 
Kremlin. 

f 

ARMED FORCES DAY AND 
MEMORIAL DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BERGMAN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, be-

fore I begin, I ask unanimous consent 

that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous materials on the topic of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BERGMAN. The topic of today’s 

Special Order is to recognize the im-
portance of Armed Forces Day and Me-
morial Day. 

I am not going to give a history les-
son here tonight, but, rather, a series 
of personal remembrances that started 
when I was about 5 or 6 years old in the 
early 1950s. 

My father, a World War II veteran, 
and some of his fellow veterans orga-
nized the local VFW in Minnesota 
where I was born. We would spend Me-
morial Day in the morning visiting 
three cemeteries in our local town. 

At each cemetery, the color guard 
would post the colors, the rifles would 
give their report, and taps would play. 
Everyone who attended—and when I 
say everyone who attended, that was 
really the whole town—came out in a 
long train of automobiles to go to 
these three cemeteries to honor the 
veterans who were no longer of this 
Earth. 

I remember the solemnness of that 
day. I remember the tears for family 
members and friends who had passed 
on, those who had worn the cloth of our 
Nation both in peace and in war. Those 
kinds of memories, as I stand here and 
talk tonight, are very vivid in my 
mind. 

Some years later, in the mid-1960s, 
we were involved in Vietnam, and I was 
a sophomore in college. Because of the 
fact that my parents had both stepped 
up during World War II, I felt—and 
with their support—it was the right 
thing to stand up and take the oath 
that sent me into the Marine Corps to 
serve our country. 

When you go into harm’s way, you 
don’t know what the outcome is going 
to be, but you do know that those you 
serve with are going to give it their all 
and you are going to remember them 
and honor them for as long as we walk 
this Earth. 

I was very fortunate to have abso-
lutely spectacular commanding officers 
along the way that taught me what it 
was like to be a young leader and what 
it meant to take care of your ma-
rines—most notably my commanding 
officer in Vietnam, who, thankfully, is 
still with us. He was the kind of indi-
vidual that made the tough calls be-
cause he understood the sacrifices 
needed and the outcomes that were re-
quired. 

One by one, we all pass. Memorial 
Day is our opportunity to remember, 
share stories, share tears, share laugh-
ter for those who have now gone on 
into God’s hands. The past and the 
present set the tone for the future. 

As David French said: 
Sacrifice sustains our Nation far beyond 

the battlefield. As iron sharpens iron, so one 

man sharpens another in times of stress. In 
times when we are under great duress, that 
ability to sharpen not each other’s bodies 
but each other’s souls carries us on. 

We remember on Memorial Day those 
who have made that effort. 

In the Marine Corps, we believe a lot 
of things, but three words encompass 
them all: honor, courage, and commit-
ment. 

Tonight we honor those who fought 
for our country, who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice and gave their lives in 
the service of our country, and those 
who have passed on since their service. 
It is our job to make sure that their 
sacrifice wasn’t in vain. 

Courage: there is moral courage and 
there is physical courage. You never 
know until the time comes whether 
you have the physical courage, but you 
do find out. It is the moral courage 
that we know from the beginning, and 
it is set by our predecessors that sets 
our attitude and our mindset in stone 
that we know that we have that. And 
when it is tested, we are ready. 

b 2000 

Commitment: Our commitment is al-
ways to the mission and to one an-
other. We never leave anyone behind. 
Never. No one is more invested in peace 
than our men and women in uniform. 
They take the risks. They make the 
sacrifices, and they bear the cost of the 
battle in full force. Those rows of white 
headstones across the bridge in Arling-
ton remind us of their commitment 
every day, and for that we owe them 
more than gratitude. We owe them 
every effort to keep our world at peace. 

On Memorial Day in 1982, President 
Reagan said: 

‘‘War will not come again, other 
young men will not have to die, if we 
will speak honestly of the dangers that 
confront us and remain strong enough 
to meet those dangers. 

‘‘It’s not just strength or courage 
that we need, but understanding and a 
measure of wisdom as well.’’ 

We owe it to our men and women who 
have fought and died for our country to 
take a stand, to prepare for peace not 
by ignoring the dangers we face and 
placating the enemies of freedom but 
by facing them head on. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to 
yield to my fellow Members who will 
be presenting and speaking tonight. I 
yield to the distinguished gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I, too, am honored to join my 
colleagues here tonight to recognize 
the bravery and the sacrifice of those 
who serve in our military. I also want 
to thank General Bergman for his 
years of dedicated service and for his 
leadership tonight. 

While May is Military Appreciation 
Month, it is important that every 
month we continue to recognize those 
who are fighting and still putting their 
lives on the line each and every day. 
Since the founding of our country, 
there have always been brave men and 
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women who understood what it takes 
to protect our freedom and our way of 
life. They are patriots who represent 
the very best of America. 

I am especially grateful to the mem-
bers of my family who served. My fa-
ther, James, served in the Army during 
World War II; and my two brothers, 
Rick in the Navy and Reg in the Ma-
rines, served during Vietnam. Like 
many of us, I recall seeing my older 
brothers go off to war in Vietnam, and 
I vividly remember the difference be-
tween the Blue Star and, tragically, 
Gold Star families during that conflict. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, we 
have paid a heavy price for freedom. It 
has not been easy. One week from 
today, we will remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country. On Memorial Day, we remem-
ber those who gave their lives in the 
service of these United States. Our fall-
en soldiers were born in different gen-
erations, fought in different wars, faced 
unique challenges, but they are all part 
of the fabric and history of this great 
land, America. 

Through their service and selfless-
ness, our Nation’s sons and daughters 
have kept our country strong and free. 
Thank you to the fallen. Thank you to 
the veterans and those currently serv-
ing here and abroad. God bless Amer-
ica. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it 
is our job not just to remember but to 
carry the torch of freedom forward so 
that the sacrifices of our brothers and 
sisters have not and will not be in vain. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes said: ‘‘But 
grief is not the end of all. . . . Our dead 
brothers still live for us, and bid us 
think of life, not death—of life to 
which in their youth they lent the pas-
sion and joy of the spring.’’ 

I would strongly encourage all, all of 
our American citizens, next Monday, 
May 29, the official observance of this 
year’s Memorial Day, to take your 
families to a local cemetery, walk 
around, look at those headstones and 
those gravestones, explain to your chil-
dren and your grandchildren, and any-
one else who may have questions, the 
meaning and the significance of the 
many flags that fly next to those 
headstones. 

Those folks, those comrades, sac-
rificed it all so we can be here today. It 
is up to us to honor them, to remember 
them, and to carry on to ensure that 
the challenges we face as a country 
will be defended against and protected 
because of our willingness to sacrifice 
for the United States of America. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. NEWHOUSE (at the request of Mr. 

MCCARTHY) for today and for the bal-
ance of the week on account of a death 
in the family. 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, May 
23, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morning-hour de-
bate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1398. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing four officers to wear the insignia of 
the grade of rear admiral, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec. 
503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec. 
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); ; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

1399. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting 
the Corporation’s 2016 Merger Decisions Re-
port, pursuant to Sec. 18(c)(9) of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Act; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

1400. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — 340B Drug Pricing Program Ceil-
ing Price and Manufacturer Civil Monetary 
Penalties Regulation (RIN: 0906-AA89) re-
ceived May 18, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1401. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Ap-
proval and Promulgation of Implementation 
Plans; Texas; El Paso Carbon Monoxide Lim-
ited Maintenance Plan [EPA-R06-OAR-2016- 
0550; FRL-9962-20-Region 6] received May 19, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1402. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Ap-
proval and Promulgation of Implementation 
Plans; Louisiana; Volatile Organic Com-
pounds Rule Revision and Stage II Vapor Re-
covery [EPA-R06-OAR-2013-0167; FRL-9962-21- 
Region 6] received May 19, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

1403. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Compliance Date Ex-
tension; Formaldehyde Emission Standards 
for Composite Wood Products [EPA-HQ- 
OPPT-2017-0244; FRL-9962-86] (RIN: 2070- 
AK35) received May 19, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

1404. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Quality Designations 
for the 2012 Primary Annual Fine Particle 

(PM2.5) National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS) for Areas in Tennessee 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2012-0918; FRL-9962-89-OAR] 
(RIN: 2060-AT44) received May 19, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

1405. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pesticides; Certification of 
Pesticide Applicators Rule; Delay of Effec-
tive Date [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0183; FRL-9962- 
94] received May 19, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1406. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a periodic 
report prepared by the Department’s Bureau 
of Industry and Security on the national 
emergency declared by Executive Order 13222 
of August 17, 2001 and continued, caused by 
the lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 for August 26, 2016 to February 25, 
2017, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public 
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627) and 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); 
(90 Stat. 1257); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1407. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a deter-
mination and certification to waive for a pe-
riod of six months the restrictions of section 
1003 of Public Law 100-204; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

1408. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Financial Management, United States Cap-
itol Police, transmitting the Statement of 
Disbursements for the United States Capitol 
Police for the period of October 1, 2016 
through March 31, 2017, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 
1910(a); Public Law 109-55, Sec. 1005; (119 Stat. 
575) (H. Doc. No. 115—43); to the Committee 
on House Administration and ordered to be 
printed. 

1409. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Medicare Program; Advancing 
Care Coordination Through Episode Pay-
ment Models (EPMs); Cardiac Rehabilitation 
Incentive Payment Model; and Changes to 
the Comprehensive Care for Joint Replace-
ment Model (CJR); Delay of Effective Date 
[CMS-5519-F3] (RIN: 0938-AS90) received May 
18, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); 
jointly to the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GOODLATTE: Committee on the Judi-
ciary. H.R. 1973. A bill to prevent the sexual 
abuse of minors and amateur athletes by re-
quiring the prompt reporting of sexual abuse 
to law enforcement authorities, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
115–136, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GOODLATTE: Committee on the Judi-
ciary. H.R. 1761. A bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to criminalize the know-
ing consent of the visual depiction, or live 
transmission, of a minor engaged in sexually 
explicit conduct, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 115–137). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 
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