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be in Iowa, I know Governor Branstad
will throw himself into this job whole-
heartedly.

Governor Branstad is uniquely quali-
fied to help strengthen the trade, eco-
nomic, cultural, and geopolitical rela-
tionships between our two countries. I
am pleased that he has now been called
to serve our entire Nation, not just the
State of Iowa, as Ambassador to China.
I have every confidence that he will
represent the United States well and
will excel, just as he has throughout
his entire public career.

Without reservation, then, I support
this nomination. I also urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
nomination.

Thank you very much.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Branstad nomi-
nation?

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE), and
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON)
would have voted ‘‘yea’, and the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 82,
nays 13, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 133 Ex.]

YEAS—82
Barrasso Enzi Manchin
Bennet Ernst McCain
Blunt Feinstein McCaskill
Boozman Fischer McConnell
Burr Flake Menendez
Cantwell Franken Merkley
Capito Gardner Moran
Cardin Graham Murphy
Carper Grassley Murray
Casey Hassan Nelson
Cassidy Hatch Paul
Cochran Heinrich Perdue
Collins Heitkamp Portman
Coons Heller Reed
Corker Hoeven Risch
Cornyn Inhofe Roberts
Cortez Masto Johnson Rounds
Cotton Kaine Rubio
Crapo Kennedy Sasse
Cruz King Schatz
Daines Klobuchar Scott
Donnelly Lankford Shaheen
Durbin Leahy Shelby
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Strange Toomey Wicker
Sullivan Udall Wyden
Tester Van Hollen Young
Thune Warner
Tillis Whitehouse
NAYS—13

Baldwin Gillibrand Schumer
Blumenthal Hirono Stabenow
Booker Markey Warren
Brown Peters
Duckworth Sanders

NOT VOTING—5
Alexander Isakson Murkowski

Harris Lee

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority leader.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 59, Amul Thapar
to be United States circuit judge for
the Sixth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Amul R. Thapar, of Ken-
tucky, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Sixth Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Amul R. Thapar, of Kentucky, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, Roger
F. Wicker, Jeff Flake, John Cornyn,
Chuck Grassley, John Hoeven, James
E. Risch, Mike Rounds, Deb Fischer,
Mike Crapo, Jerry Moran, Pat Roberts,
Lindsey Graham, John Kennedy, Steve
Daines, David Perdue.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
cloture motion be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DENNIS H.
HOLTSCHNEIDER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to thank
Reverend Dennis H. Holtscheider for all
he has done to bring educational excel-
lence to our State.

After nearly 13 years as president of
DePaul University, the largest Catho-
lic university in the country, Father
Holtschneider will be retiring later this
summer. He originally planned on step-
ping down in 2019 at the end of his con-
tract, but always putting DePaul first,
he decided that wouldn’t fit with the
university’s planning cycle. After lead-
ing the university through two success-
ful strategic plans, he said, “It’s best
for DePaul if I step aside in the sum-
mer of 2017 so that a new leader can as-
sist the institution to name and ambi-
tiously pursue its next set of strategic
objectives.”” What a class act. It is no
surprise, for more than a decade, Rev-
erend Holtschneider has put DePaul
University first.

During Father Holtschneider’s ten-
ure, U.S. News and World Report recog-
nized DePaul University as among the
country’s ‘“Most Innovative Univer-
sities.”” While many colleges and uni-
versities shift their missions over the
years, Reverend Holtschneider has al-
ways remained committed to DePaul
University’s founding principles—a de-
votion to first generation students. He
has raised about $460 million in philan-
thropic support for this noble cause, in-
cluding $333 million for the ‘‘Many
Dreams, One Mission” campaign to en-
sure access to high quality education
for future generations of DePaul stu-
dents.

Born in Detroit, Father
Holtschneider graduated from Niagara
University with a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics, studied for the priest-
hood at Mary Immaculate Seminary,
and also received a doctorate in higher
education administration from Harvard
University. Prior to joining DePaul
University, Father Holtscheider served
as executive vice president and chief
operating officer of his alma mater, Ni-
agara University. He also was the di-
rector and rector of Vincentian College
Seminary and has been a faculty mem-
ber in the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. Since 2014, Father
Holtschneider has chaired the board of
Ascension, the Nation’s largest Catho-
lic and nonprofit health system, but
will be stepping down to become execu-
tive vice president and chief operating
officer later this summer.
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Father Holtschneider has been the
recipient of numerous awards, includ-
ing the ACE Council of Fellows Mentor
Award for his work preparing the next
generation of academic leaders in high-
er education. He has been listed on the
Diversity MBA Magazine’s Top 100 and
Under 50 Diverse Executive Leaders. I
especially want to thank Father
Holtschneider for his leadership on
comprehensive immigration reform,
which was honored by the Archdiocese
of Chicago with its ‘‘Strangers No
Longer Award.”

I congratulate Reverend
Holtschneider on his many accomplish-
ments throughout his long and distin-
guished career. I thank him for always
being a trustworthy counselor and per-
sonal friend. I thank him for his serv-
ice and wish him all the best as he be-
gins the next chapter in his life. Those
of us who have worked with him over
the years know he will bring that same
sense of professionalism and dedication
to the field of healthcare at Ascension.

Thank you.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was
unavoidably absent during today’s
vote, Executive Calendar No. 55, due to
my son’s college graduation. Had I
been present, I would have voted nay
on the confirmation of Governor Terry
E. Branstad to be the U.S. Ambassador
to China.e

———

ARUS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous constent to have print-
ed in the RECORD the notifications
which have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such annex is available to all Sen-
ators in the office of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER.
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
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we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-04, concerning the Department of the
Navy’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for defense articles and services estimated to
cost $250 million. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news
release to notify the public of this proposed
sale.
Sincerely,
J. W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-04

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment $ 0 million.

Other $250 million.

Total $250 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Ouantities of Articles or Services under Con-
sideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-MDE includes:

Continuation of a naval blanket order
training program inside and outside of Saudi
Arabia that includes, but is not limited, to
English Language training, professional
military education, technical training, pub-
lications and technical documentation, U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical and logistics support services, and
other related elements of logistical and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy.

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: SR-P-TCY.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: None.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
MAY 22, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—Navy Blanket
Order Training

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has re-
quested the continuation of a naval blanket
order training program inside and outside of
Saudi Arabia that includes, but is not lim-
ited to English Language training, profes-
sional military education, technical train-
ing, publications and technical documenta-
tion, U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical and logistics support serv-
ices, and other related elements of logistical
and program support. The estimated value is
$250 million.

This proposed sale will enhance the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a strategic regional partner that
has been, and continues to be, an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in the Middle East.

The proposed sale will enable Saudi Arabia
and the Royal Saudi Naval Force (RSNF) to
maintain military performance levels and
provide an increased ability to meet current
and future maritime threats. The training
will support the RSNF in its role patrolling
and providing protection for critical indus-
trial infrastructure and for the sea lines of
communications. The RSNF will also use the
training to enhance interoperability with
the United States and other coalition mari-
time forces. Saudi Arabia will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing these services.

The proposed sale of this training will not
alter the basic military balance in the re-
gion.
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The prime contractor will be Kratos De-
fense & Security Solutions of San Diego, CA.
There are no known offset agreements in
connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of approximately 88
contractor representatives to Saudi Arabia
for approximately three years to support
personnel training. Implementation of this
sale will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government representatives
to Saudi Arabia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, as
we end Police Week, I wish to pay trib-
ute to the police officers across the
country who serve their communities
with steadfast dedication. In par-
ticular, I rise to honor three brave New
Jersey law enforcement officers who
lost their lives in the line of duty last
year.

In 1962, President Kennedy first pro-
claimed May 15 as National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, and he proclaimed
the calendar week in which May 15
falls as National Police Week. These
designations pay special recognition to
those law enforcement officers who
have lost their lives in the line of duty
and includes a number of events that
brings together thousands of law en-
forcement professionals and families to
our nations’ capital.

On this Police Week, I reflected on
the nearly 400 new names inscribed on
the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial in Washington, DC. Of these
names, at least 139 were Kkilled last
year, and roughly 250 were earlier
deaths that had slipped through the
cracks of history. The total number of
names on the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial will increase
to more than 21,000, dating back to the
first known officer fatality in 1791.

It is a deeply upsetting fact that, on
average, one law enforcement officer is
killed in the line of duty somewhere in
the United States every 58 hours. We
can and should do better than this, and
we owe it to these brave men and
women to give them the necessary
tools and training to protect them-
selves. Those who protect us deserve to
be protected as well.

In honor of National Police Week and
in recognition of the supreme sacrifice
made by these officers, I will now read
the names of the three law enforce-
ment officers from New Jersey who
were Killed in the line of duty in 2016:
Sean Cullen, trooper, New Jersey State
police; Nikeelan Semmon, senior cor-
rections officer, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Corrections; and Frankie Wil-
liams, trooper, New Jersey State po-
lice.

Today my thoughts and prayers go
out to the families of these brave offi-
cers. I sincerely hope that we rededi-
cate ourselves to doing everything we
can to support all law enforcement offi-
cers across the country. We owe them,
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