May 22, 2017

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 4, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE COMMISSIONED
OFFICER CORPS OF THE NA-
TIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOS-
PHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 175, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 175) recognizing the
100th anniversary of the commissioned offi-
cer corps of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 23,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 23;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of
the Sullivan nomination, with the time
until the cloture vote equally divided
in the usual form; further, that the
Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15
p.m. to allow for the weekly conference
meetings; finally, that if cloture is in-
voked, all time during morning busi-
ness, leader remarks, recess, and ad-
journment count postcloture on the
Sullivan nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator BROWN.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Ohio.

—————

CONFIRMATION OF TERRY
BRANSTAD

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise in
opposition, understanding that the
vote has been taken but wanting to
speak on the record about the nomina-
tion of Governor Terry Branstad to be
Ambassador to the People’s Republic of
China.

This is a critical diplomatic post
today, perhaps more than at any time
in our history. It has certainly been in-
creasingly important through every ad-
ministration as China’s expansionist
views of the world grow, as China’s
economy becomes more and more dom-
inant in East Asia, and as China, by
not playing fair on economic issues,
has caused, with the acquiescence of
many, many American companies, far
too many jobs to move there.

We have seen sort of a new business
model for American business that has
been around now for a quarter of a cen-
tury—something that economic history
never showed us before—where compa-
nies shut down in places like Willowick
or Toledo or Dayton or Springfield, OH,
and move overseas. They are getting
tax breaks to do it. They build plants
there and sell those products back into
Ohio or into Oklahoma or into the
United States in the other 48 States.
Unfortunately, China has been part of
that, while U.S. companies have acted,
in many cases, irresponsibly, and China
has played into it.

We have serious issues with China,
from their currency manipulation to
trade cheating that hurts the Amer-
ican steel industry to their dismal,
documented record on human rights
and religious freedom. On all of these
fronts, we need to take a firm position
with China. We need an ambassador
who will advocate for American work-
ers, for American businesses, and, yes,
for American values. I don’t believe
Governor Branstad will be that ambas-
sador.

When it comes to putting American
workers first, Governor Branstad’s
record, frankly, is appalling. How can
he advocate for American workers and
for expanding the rights of working
people around the world when he
fought against it at home in his home
State of Iowa? As Governor, Terry
Branstad waged war on collective bar-
gaining rights. He recently signed leg-
islation that takes away the right of
public employees to bargain for fair
wages and for healthcare rights that
they have guaranteed for 45 years—
rights that were enshrined by a law
signed by a former Republican Gov-
ernor.

When the State Department meas-
ures labor rights in countries around
the world, they look at whether a
country’s laws allow workers to orga-
nize and engage in collective bar-
gaining. China’s results have always
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been poor. They have been criticized
for deplorable working conditions. How
can our country—how can the United
States—lead by example when it comes
to ensuring that hard work pays off
when the man representing us in Bei-
jing, when the man representing us at
the negotiating table is taking away
workers’ rights in our own country?
Don’t think for a moment that the Chi-
nese will not remind the American Am-
bassador of what he has done with
workers’ rights in his home State, as
we perhaps argue—it is unclear if we
will now, but perhaps we will argue—
for expanding workers’ rights in China.

I appreciate the questions for the
record that Senator CARDIN submitted
to Governor Branstad. Unfortunately,
his answers were vague and did nothing
to address the serious concerns that
many of us have.

The President made a lot of cam-
paign promises when it comes to stand-
ing up to China. I have been clear since
the days after the election, when I
called the President-elect’s transition
team, and in conversations since then
with President Trump and with the
U.S. Trade Representative, Ambas-
sador Lighthizer, that I want to work
with them on that—with the President
and with the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive.

After his meeting with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi, I sent a letter to President
Trump outlining steps he should take
for fighting for American workers, par-
ticularly in the steel industry, in his
100-day plan on trade. But the person
negotiating that 100-day plan needs to
have America’s workers first in their
mind. Governor Branstad has made it
clear that multinational corporations,
not ordinary American workers—not
people in Youngstown, Warren, Steu-
benville, and Columbus—will have his
ear.

We can see corporate fingerprints on
these trade agreements. Rarely do we
see workers at the table advocating for
workers’ rights. We only see trade pol-
icy that reflects the interests of large
corporations. Those corporations then
use these trade policies to outsource
jobs around the world.

It is not just workers’ rights where
China falls woefully short and where
we need to take a tough stand. China’s
record on human rights and religious
freedom is unacceptable. Our Ambas-
sador needs to make that clear. When
U.S. officials represent us in the world,
they must not only be advocates for
our business interests—they should be
that, to be sure—but they must also be
critical advocates on behalf of workers
and on behalf of the Nation’s values—
values like freedom of speech, freedom
to organize, and the freedom to chal-
lenge powerful special interests. These
are values that go to the core of who
we are as the American people. But,
again, Governor Branstad has not led
by example. He has waged war on wom-
en’s access to healthcare.

Just this week, Planned Parenthood
announced that they will be forced to
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