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the rules and pass, as amended H.R. 1842), 
and 273 (motion to suspend the rules and 
pass, as amended H.R. 2288) I did not cast 
my vote. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Yea on all of these votes. 
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JOSEPH CARDENAS EARNS BOY 
SCOUT EAGLE RANK AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Joseph Cardenas of Pearland, 
TX, for earning his Boy Scout Eagle Rank 
Award. 

Eagle Rank is the highest rank among Boy 
Scouts, requiring them to develop leadership, 
service and outdoor skills. To earn this distin-
guished award, Joseph had to achieve the Life 
Scout rank, earn 21 merit badges, and com-
plete a service project. Joseph’s service 
project was developing a brick memorial for 
veterans of all branches of the military. Indi-
vidual and personalized bricks were laid at the 
VFW Pearland Memorial Post 7109 in 
Pearland. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Joseph Cardenas for earning his Boy Scout 
Eagle Rank Award. We are confident he will 
have continued success in his future endeav-
ors. We are very proud. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SAN JOAQUIN VAL-
LEY COLLEGE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate San Joaquin Valley College 
(SJVC) on the occasion of their 40th anniver-
sary. SJVC has educated over 25,000 stu-
dents and started them on the path of suc-
cessful careers. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we honor SJVC’s dedication and 
service to the community. 

Founded on April 14, 1977, SJVC began 
with three students studying to become med-
ical assistants. Shirley Perry, founder of SJVC, 
began as a medical assistant herself, in pur-
suit of certification. Through diligent studying 
on her own she became the first person to 
pass the certification test without schooling. 
Her impressive success was admired by many 
other medical assistants, seeking help from 
Shirley on their exams. This tutoring led to a 
teaching position at a community college. After 
three years, Shirley became unsatisfied with 
the schooling options and was inspired to es-
tablish the San Joaquin Valley College. 

Robert Perry, Shirley’s husband, left his job 
to handle the business aspects of the college. 
In 1995, the institution was accredited by the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges/ 
Accrediting Commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges. This accreditation allowed for 
SJVC to offer Associate of Science Degrees. 

The college now has 15 campuses located all 
over California, from Sacramento to San 
Diego. 

San Joaquin Valley College offers 22 pro-
grams and will soon open its newest campus 
in downtown Porterville, CA. The institution 
has been passed down to Mike and Mark 
Perry, the sons of Shirley and Robert, and 
continues to provide education to students 
across California. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commemorating San Joaquin Valley Col-
lege’s 40th Anniversary, along with the Perry 
family, for all of their hard work and accom-
plishments within the past forty years. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRANK PECHACEK, 
JR. 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Frank Pechacek, Jr. of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Frank recently retired 
from the Board of Directors of the 
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation 
after nine years of service. 

Frank has been instrumental in his role with 
the Southwest Iowa Education Foundation, an 
affiliate of the Pottawattamie County Commu-
nity Foundation. Under his leadership, the 
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation 
has seen substantial growth within the com-
munity. When Frank is not volunteering his 
time with the Foundation, he is a successful 
attorney at the Willson & Pechacek Law Firm. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Frank on his many years of dedicated and de-
voted service to the Pottawattamie County 
Community Foundation and Pottawattamie 
County. I am proud to represent him in the 
United States Congress and I ask that my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Frank on his many ac-
complishments and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I missed votes 
on Monday, May 22, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: YEA on Roll Call 
No. 269, H.R. 1862; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
270, H.R. 1842. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
regarding missed votes due to family matters. 

Had I been present for roll call vote number 
269, H.R. 1862, The Global Child Protection 
Act of 2017, I would have voted Yea. Had I 
been present for roll call vote number 270, 
H.R. 1842, The Strengthening Children’s Safe-
ty Act of 2017, I would have voted Yea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
May 22, 2017, I missed votes due to unavoid-
able flight delays. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on roll call votes No. 269 and 
270. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from votes May 22, 2017. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: YEA on 
Roll Call No. 269, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
270. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAFE 
BOATING WEEK 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Safe Boating Week beginning on 
May 20th and ending on May 27. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in drawing attention to this 
important issue and making water-based rec-
reational activities safer and more enjoyable 
for all. 

I would like to thank the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 3–5 for hosting 
a Safe Boating and Water Safety Day in Sac-
ramento on May 20. They will be holding dem-
onstrations and presenting safety displays 
along the river water fronts for all families and 
residents in attendance. I believe that efforts 
such as these are crucial to reducing the num-
ber of boating-related deaths and injuries that 
occur each year. 

Most boating accidents are preventable and 
occur because of human error, not because of 
environmental factors. In 2016, 266 boating 
accidents resulted in 150 injuries and 36 fatali-
ties in Northern California alone. Many of 
these fatalities can be attributed to the victim 
not wearing a life jacket. We must make it ex-
plicitly known to the general public that today’s 
life jackets are more affordable, more com-
fortable, and truly key to avoiding accidental 
drownings. Together, we must encourage all 
boaters to practice safe boating, attend safe 
boating classes, and live by the slogan ‘‘Wear 
It California!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Safe Boating Week activi-
ties in West Sacramento. 
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