May 23, 2017

Did nought except for gain.

Giving only to those who gave

Was how he played the game.

Their logs held tight in death’s still hands
Was proof of human sin.

They didn’t die from the cold without
They died from the cold within.

———
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STOP GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CARBAJAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise because 3 short years ago, the
Isla Vista community in my district
was rocked by an act of tragic and
senseless gun violence. A young man
took the lives of 6 UCSB students and
injured 14 others. That day families
were torn apart by a kind of grief that
no one should have to ever experience—
the loss of a child.

The tragedy in Isla Vista we remem-
ber today is once again a reminder of
the consequences of inaction by Con-
gress regarding the epidemic of gun vi-
olence across our Nation. Far too often
there are many red flags of someone in-
tending to do harm, but no one can
connect the dots.

Today I introduced legislation, with
my colleagues Congresswoman HESTY
and Congressman BEYER, that will
allow families and loved ones who see
disturbing warning signs the ability to
work with law enforcement and the
courts so that they may intervene and
better prevent acts of violence.

States 1like California and Con-
necticut have led the way on important
measures to combat gun violence. This
bill would encourage other States to
adopt these proven preventative meas-
ures. The Gun Violence Restraining
Order Act would help ensure that fam-
ily members can go to court to seek a
gun violence prevention order to tem-
porarily stop someone who poses a
threat to themselves or others from
purchasing or possessing a gun.

When someone alerts law enforce-
ment and members of their own family
that they wish to do harm to them-
selves or members of the community,
as was the case in Isla Vista, it is irre-
sponsible of lawmakers not to give
judges and police the ability to inter-
vene.

I urge my colleagues to act and pass
this commonsense legislation so that
not one more family must live through
the nightmare that parents experi-
enced in Isla Vista on March 23, 2014.

————
SERVICE TO COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about na-
tional service. I am delighted, as you
can see from these posters, to be stand-
ing next to President Kennedy and
General McChrystal.
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Many of you may know that this
Monday, Memorial Day, May 29, would
be the 100th birthday of John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy. What better way to re-
member his legacy than by a call to na-
tional service, a call that has been
echoed by General McChrystal as well.
I love the headline that says: You don’t
have to wear a military uniform to
serve your country.

President Kennedy came up with the
idea of the Peace Corps at a time when
we faced nuclear threats and rising
concern of proliferation of nuclear
arms; at a time when Russia, as it still
is today, was a very strong enemy of
the United States. President Kennedy
felt that the United States needed to
put their best face on for the rest of
the world, so he established a Peace
Corps and sent the brightest and best
all across the globe so that they could
represent the values of this great coun-
try of ours. What better way to do that
than through serving your country, by
making sure you are not asking what
your country can do for you but what
you, in fact, can do for your country.

We are proposing a concept called
ACTION for National Service, action so
that we can encourage people through-
out the country to participate in vol-
untary service. Whether you serve in
the military voluntarily, the Guard or
the National Reserve, or whether it is
the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps VISTA,
or you are part of the Corporation for
National and Community Service and
one of the many agencies that work to
provide a better world both here at
home and abroad.

Our goal is very simple and direct.
We want to make sure, as General
McChrystal has outlined, that by 2026,
which would be the 250th birthday of
this Nation, that we have a million vol-
unteers annually who are coming in to
service. We will provide an incentive
for people to do so, very clear and sim-
ple: If you serve your country, we will
help you get through college. If you
have been through college and you
want to serve your country, if you
serve your Nation, we will forgive your
college debt.

We know that, in attracting a mil-
lion people to public service, we can do
great good across the globe. We want
to make sure that we raise the Cor-
poration for National and Community
Service to a Cabinet-level position
within the White House. We want to
encourage people. More than 400,000
millennials were turned away from
serving their country last year. Less
than 1 percent of the Nation, including
all of our military and the Peace Corps
and AmeriCorps VISTA combined, ac-
count for less than 1 percent of the Na-
tion. How can a nation long survive
with a population of 330 million people
and less than 1 percent of its country-
men serving this great Nation of ours?

This is a national crisis. At a time
when we have to make sure that we are
encouraging and nurturing our great
democracy, we need our citizens to be-
come more involved. That is why, on
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Thursday of this week, we are going to
be rolling out a bill that will do just
that and do so in a manner that will
elevate the Corporation for National
and Community Service to a Cabinet-
level position, create the goal of estab-
lishing a million volunteers annually
by 2026, incentivizing them to serve so
that if you serve your country, we will
forgive your debt; or if you serve your
country, we will help you go to college
or get the kind of training that you
need to be a participant while also
gaining the knowledge and expertise
and the values that come from commu-
nity service. Join us. We will be live on

YouTube Thursday morning at 9
o’clock.
——
MAY IS AN IMPORTANT MONTH TO
HOOSIERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, May is an
important month for Hoosiers. We cele-
brate Indiana’s great racing tradition,
the Indianapolis 500, and our long-
standing military tradition on Memo-
rial Day and during Military Apprecia-
tion Month.

There are almost half a million vet-
erans living in Indiana today in addi-
tion to the 30,000 Hoosiers currently
serving in the armed services, Reserve,
and the Guard. We are proud of our
military men and women in Indiana.
These honorable Hoosiers are our fa-
thers, sons, mothers, daughters, neigh-
bors, and friends. Service and patriotic
duty is the Hoosier way. Actually, both
of my grandfathers, my Grandpa Lath-
ery and my Grandpa Rotzien, served
our Nation in the armed services.

This May, as we gather together to
celebrate our great Hoosier traditions,
let’s remember the reason that we get
to celebrate. It is all thanks to the men
and women who have put their lives on
the line so that each of us can be free.
On Memorial Day, we, of course, re-
member those who paid the ultimate
sacrifice for our freedoms, but every
day we can remember that we owe our
military families and our vets a debt
that can never be repaid. Let’s all do
everything we can to ensure they are
honored every day.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 24
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.
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