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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to
give notice of my intent to raise a
question of the privileges of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that the President
shall immediately release his tax re-
turn information to Congress and the
American people.

Whereas, in the United States’ sys-
tem of checks and balances, Congress
has a responsibility to hold the execu-
tive branch of government to a fair and
equal standard of transparency ensur-
ing the public interest is placed first;

Whereas, according to the Tax His-
tory Project, every President since
Gerald Ford has disclosed their tax re-
turn information to the public;

Whereas, tax returns provide an im-
portant baseline of reasonable informa-
tion including whether the President
paid taxes, ownership interests, chari-
table donations made, and whether tax
deductions have been exploited;

Whereas, disclosure of the Presi-
dent’s tax returns could help those in-
vestigating Russian influence in the
2016 election understand the Presi-
dent’s financial ties to the Russian
Federation and Russian citizens, in-
cluding debts owed and whether he
shares any partnership interests, eq-
uity interests, joint ventures, licensing
agreements with Russia or Russians;

Whereas, the President recently fired
Federal Bureau of Investigation Direc-
tor James Comey, under whose leader-
ship the FBI was investigating whether
the Trump campaign colluded with
Russia to influence the 2016 election;

Whereas, President Trump reportedly
stated to Russian officials during a
White House meeting that he fired Di-
rector Comey to ease pressure on the
ongoing investigation of Russia’s influ-
ence in the 2016 election;

Whereas, Senate Russia investigators
have requested information from the
Treasury Department’s criminal inves-
tigation division, the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network, or FinCEN,
which handles cases of money laun-
dering, for information related to
President Trump, his top officials, and
campaign aides. FinCEN has been in-
vestigating allegations of foreign
money-laundering through purchases
of U.S. real estate;

Whereas, the President’s tax returns
would show us whether he has foreign
bank accounts and how much profit he
receives from his ownership in myriad
partnerships;

Whereas, Donald Trump, Jr., said
The Trump Organization saw money
“pouring in from Russia’ and that
“Russians make up a pretty dispropor-
tionate cross-section of a lot of our as-
sets’’;

Whereas, the White House will not
confirm whether the President has
filed a 2016 tax return;
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Whereas, Congress gave itself the au-
thority to review an individual’s tax
returns to investigate and reveal pos-
sible conflicts of interest of executive
branch officials involved dating back
to the Teapot Dome scandal;

Whereas, it has been reported that
federal prosecutors have issued grand
jury subpoenas to associates of former
National Security Advisor Michael
Flynn seeking business records as part
of the ongoing probe into Russian in-
volvement in the 2016 election;

Whereas, according to his 2016 can-
didate filing with the Federal Election
Commission, the President has 564 fi-
nancial positions in companies located
in the United States and around the
world;

Whereas, against the advice of ethics
attorneys and the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, the President has refused
to divest his ownership stake in his
businesses and can still withdraw funds
at any time from the trust of which he
is the sole beneficiary;

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was
included in the U.S. Constitution for
the express purpose of preventing fed-
eral officials from accepting any
“present, Emolument, Office, or Title
. . . from any King, Prince, or foreign
state’’;

Whereas, the Chairmen of the Ways
and Means Committee, Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation and Senate Fi-
nance Committee have the authority
to request the President’s tax returns
under section 6103 of the tax code;

Whereas, the Joint Committee on
Taxation reviewed the tax returns of
President Richard Nixon in 1974 and
made the information public;

Whereas, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee used IRC 6103 authority in 2014
to make public the confidential tax in-
formation of 51 taxpayers;

Whereas, Director Comey has testi-
fied that tax returns are a common
tool in investigations because they can
show income and motives;

Whereas, the American people have
the right to know whether or not their
President is operating under conflicts
of interest related to international af-
fairs, tax reform, government con-
tracts, or otherwise:

Now, therefore, be it resolved that
the House of Representatives shall,
one, immediately request the tax re-
turn information of Donald J. Trump
for tax years 2006 through 2015 for re-
view in closed executive session by the
Committee on Ways and Means, as pro-
vided under section 6103 of the Internal
Revenue Code and vote to report the
information therein to the full House
of Representatives;

Two, support transparency in govern-
ment and the longstanding tradition of
Presidents and candidates disclosing
their tax returns.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
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at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SANCHEZ)
will appear in the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution._

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, does the
Chair have a designated time for the
debate on the resolution?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Speaker will inform the gentlewoman
of the time.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the additional motion to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote incurs objection under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken at a later time.

———

PUT TRAFFICKING VICTIMS FIRST
ACT OF 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2473) to ensure compliance
with the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act of 2015, to make strides to-
ward eradicating human trafficking,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2473

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Put Traf-
ficking Victims First Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. REPORT ON SAFE HARBOR LAWS.

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General,
acting through the Director of the Office for
Victims of Crime, shall issue a report to be
posted on a publicly available website that
includes—

(1) the impact of State safe harbor laws
and associated services on the re-victimiza-
tion of victims of trafficking (as such term is
defined in section 103(15) of the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(15))), the recovery of vic-
tims, victim outcomes, and prosecutions of
traffickers; and

(2) best practices and recommendations on
the development and implementation of ef-
fective State safe harbor laws that promote
full recovery of victims of trafficking and do
not interfere with prosecutions of traf-
fickers.

SEC. 3. TRAINING FOR PROSECUTIONS OF TRAF-
FICKERS AND SUPPORT FOR STATE
SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 107(b)(2)(B)(ii) of
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)(B)(ii))
is amended to read as follows:
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