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great State of North Carolina with his
wife of 44 years, Cindi Bookout. He
talks proudly and lovingly of her and
their two children. Their son, LTC
Josh Bookout, graduated from West
Point and is currently serving his third
tour in Afghanistan as a battalion
commander. Their daughter, Whitney
Corey, achieved a master’s degree in
psychology and is currently in San
Diego. Retirement will give Randy and
Cindi well-deserved time to be grand-
parents to their six wonderful grand-
children: Cade, Brock, Colt, Ali, Chloe,
and Ainsley.

Let me close by again noting that
Randy’s commitment to his mission,
his colleagues, his family, and his
country is unquestioned. I want to
thank him for his energy, his intellect,
his passion, and his efforts on my be-
half and on behalf of the committee. I
am certain that I can on the Senate
floor here today also express the appre-
ciation of the six chairmen and vice
chairmen of the committee, all of
whom Randy served, for his service and
share our collective wish for great joy
and happiness in the next stage of his
life.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING RUTH’S REUSABLE
RESOURCES

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the efforts of Ruth Libby
and her work with Ruth’s Reusable Re-
sources. Her organization operates in
southern Maine and is dedicated to en-
suring that students ranging from pre-
school to 12th grade are adequately
prepared with the basic tools of learn-
ing.

When Ruth Libby’s son was in kin-
dergarten, she received a note from his
teacher requesting household items
such as egg cartons, meat trays, and
juice can lids for use in craft projects.
Ruth responded to this request in full
force and went above and beyond by
not only getting supplies to her son’s
classroom, but also for other class-
rooms in the school. As time went on,
she began receiving, sorting, and stock-
ing products donated by corporations,
businesses, and individuals for use by
local classrooms. Ruth started by de-
livering these items to the school, and
a few years later, she established a
‘“‘storeroom” in her basement where
teachers could come and ‘‘shop” at
their convenience. With financial as-
sistance from the Unum Group and a
grant from the State of Maine Depart-
ment of Education, Ruth was able to
create a unique and effective nonprofit
organization and relocate to the orga-
nization’s current 21,000-square-foot
warehouse and 7,000-square-foot teach-
er store in Portland, ME.

Since its inception in 1994, Ruth’s Re-
usable Resources has provided more
than $60 million worth of surplus fur-
niture, paper, books, office supplies,
and computers to nonprofits and
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schools. They have also received do-
nated furniture, paper, books, office
supplies, and computers from corpora-
tions, Dbusinesses, and individuals
across the State of Maine. In turn,
Ruth’s Reusable Resources allows staff
members of participating schools to
‘“‘shop’” for supplies at no charge. Ruth,
together with a diverse group of hard-
working volunteers, ranging from re-
tired teachers, students, current teach-
ers, corporate groups, retirees, court
appointed volunteers, civic groups, col-
legiate ministries, and many more,
work to ensure that every Maine stu-
dent is provided with the necessary
supplies to succeed in school.

Ruth’s Reusable Resources is a shin-
ing example of what can happen when
you have determination and a passion
to make a difference. Ruth is an out-
standing example of a hard-working
Mainer who is making a difference in
her community and across our State.
She has played an instrumental role in
providing resources for classrooms in
Maine which has furthered the edu-
cation of many students. Thank you.
Ruth, for all you have already done for
both the students and their teachers in
communities throughout Maine. I look
forward to following your continued
success.®

————

170TH ANNIVERSARY OF CLIFFS
NATURAL RESOURCES

e Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today I wish to offer my congratula-
tions to Cliffs Natural Resources and
its outstanding employees on the com-
pany’s 170th anniversary. I am honored
to celebrate this milestone with the
largest and oldest independent iron ore
mining company in the United States.

In 1847, 11 men from Cleveland found-
ed Cliffs Natural Resources to develop
ore in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
Cliffs has since grown to be a leader in
North American mining, employing
thousands and providing U.S.
steelmakers with world-class raw ma-
terials.

Mining has always been a way of life
for families on Minnesota’s Iron Range,
including my own. My grandfather
worked 1,500 feet underground in the
mines of Ely, MN. His generation
helped build our Nation’s steel indus-
try into the global power it is today.
The Iron Range has the largest con-
centration of iron ore in the United
States. Right now, Minnesota is first in
the Nation in the movement of iron
ore, with more than 4,000 jobs associ-
ated with the iron ore and steel indus-
tries. Throughout our State’s history,
iron ore mining has not only brought
jobs to the region, it has also built our
country, from our roads, bridges, build-
ings, and railways, to the tanks and
ships critical to our Nation’s defense.
The Iron Range also supplied most of
the iron used in World War II.

In recent years, Cliffs has focused its
energies on revitalizing iron ore mines
and processing plants in the United
States. In August of last year, Cliffs
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broke ground on a $75 million expan-
sion at its United Taconite plant in
Forbes, MN. I am proud to support
companies like Cliffs that are com-
mitted to creating jobs for Minneso-
tans for generations to come. Cliffs is
also well known for its commitment to
corporate stewardship. From contrib-
uting to building homes for families
through Habitat for Humanity, to help-
ing ensure children in need get a nutri-
tious meal through United Way pro-
grams, Cliffs has been committed to
Minnesota families and communities.

This 170th anniversary of CIiffs’
founding is a remarkable achievement.
I am pleased to take this opportunity
to congratulate Cliffs chairman, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer
Lourenco Goncalves and the employees
of Cliffs on celebrating this occasion.
Best wishes for much continued suc-
cess.®

———

REMEMBERING SUE SHAFFER

e Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to
honor a rare and wonderful individual
known throughout Oregon and the Na-
tion who passed away on April 11 at the
age of 94. Chairman Sue Shaffer, of the
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe
of Indians, lived a powerful life as a
nonstop advocate for her family, her
Tribe, and her community. As a moth-
er, wife, daughter and friend, Sue cre-
ated an atmosphere of energy, honesty,
and kindness wherever she went. For
Sue, no person or job was too big or too
small to embrace.

Sue was a descendant of one of the
seven founding families of the Cow
Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe. She
grew up during the Great Depression in
rural Douglas County at a time when
everything was scarce. Despite her
family’s own struggle, their door was
always open to neighbors in need of
food or lodging, and they were always
willing to support their community
members. As she liked to recall, she
grew up in a household where honesty,
moral integrity, education, hard work,
and helping others were all high prior-
ities. For Sue and her family, life’s re-
wards came from working hard and
reaching out to others—and that is just
what she did.

Sue’s mother, Nellie Crispin, kept
records of the Tribe’s heritage and
passed down to her daughter the desire
to fight for Tribal recognition. That vi-
sion and determination drove Sue to
play an instrumental role in con-
vincing Congress to formally recognize
the Tribe in 1982. In 1983, Sue Shaffer
became chair of the newly restored
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe,
and for nearly 30 years, she worked
with her Tribe and the community and
expanded the Tribe’s prominence by
growing its economic footprint.

Sue served as delegate to the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians,
delegate to the Affiliated Tribes of
Northwest Indians, and delegate to In-
dian Women’s Leadership White House
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