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great State of North Carolina with his 
wife of 44 years, Cindi Bookout. He 
talks proudly and lovingly of her and 
their two children. Their son, LTC 
Josh Bookout, graduated from West 
Point and is currently serving his third 
tour in Afghanistan as a battalion 
commander. Their daughter, Whitney 
Corey, achieved a master’s degree in 
psychology and is currently in San 
Diego. Retirement will give Randy and 
Cindi well-deserved time to be grand-
parents to their six wonderful grand-
children: Cade, Brock, Colt, Ali, Chloe, 
and Ainsley. 

Let me close by again noting that 
Randy’s commitment to his mission, 
his colleagues, his family, and his 
country is unquestioned. I want to 
thank him for his energy, his intellect, 
his passion, and his efforts on my be-
half and on behalf of the committee. I 
am certain that I can on the Senate 
floor here today also express the appre-
ciation of the six chairmen and vice 
chairmen of the committee, all of 
whom Randy served, for his service and 
share our collective wish for great joy 
and happiness in the next stage of his 
life. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING RUTH’S REUSABLE 
RESOURCES 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the efforts of Ruth Libby 
and her work with Ruth’s Reusable Re-
sources. Her organization operates in 
southern Maine and is dedicated to en-
suring that students ranging from pre-
school to 12th grade are adequately 
prepared with the basic tools of learn-
ing. 

When Ruth Libby’s son was in kin-
dergarten, she received a note from his 
teacher requesting household items 
such as egg cartons, meat trays, and 
juice can lids for use in craft projects. 
Ruth responded to this request in full 
force and went above and beyond by 
not only getting supplies to her son’s 
classroom, but also for other class-
rooms in the school. As time went on, 
she began receiving, sorting, and stock-
ing products donated by corporations, 
businesses, and individuals for use by 
local classrooms. Ruth started by de-
livering these items to the school, and 
a few years later, she established a 
‘‘storeroom’’ in her basement where 
teachers could come and ‘‘shop’’ at 
their convenience. With financial as-
sistance from the Unum Group and a 
grant from the State of Maine Depart-
ment of Education, Ruth was able to 
create a unique and effective nonprofit 
organization and relocate to the orga-
nization’s current 21,000-square-foot 
warehouse and 7,000-square-foot teach-
er store in Portland, ME. 

Since its inception in 1994, Ruth’s Re-
usable Resources has provided more 
than $60 million worth of surplus fur-
niture, paper, books, office supplies, 
and computers to nonprofits and 

schools. They have also received do-
nated furniture, paper, books, office 
supplies, and computers from corpora-
tions, businesses, and individuals 
across the State of Maine. In turn, 
Ruth’s Reusable Resources allows staff 
members of participating schools to 
‘‘shop’’ for supplies at no charge. Ruth, 
together with a diverse group of hard- 
working volunteers, ranging from re-
tired teachers, students, current teach-
ers, corporate groups, retirees, court 
appointed volunteers, civic groups, col-
legiate ministries, and many more, 
work to ensure that every Maine stu-
dent is provided with the necessary 
supplies to succeed in school. 

Ruth’s Reusable Resources is a shin-
ing example of what can happen when 
you have determination and a passion 
to make a difference. Ruth is an out-
standing example of a hard-working 
Mainer who is making a difference in 
her community and across our State. 
She has played an instrumental role in 
providing resources for classrooms in 
Maine which has furthered the edu-
cation of many students. Thank you. 
Ruth, for all you have already done for 
both the students and their teachers in 
communities throughout Maine. I look 
forward to following your continued 
success.∑ 
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170TH ANNIVERSARY OF CLIFFS 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I wish to offer my congratula-
tions to Cliffs Natural Resources and 
its outstanding employees on the com-
pany’s 170th anniversary. I am honored 
to celebrate this milestone with the 
largest and oldest independent iron ore 
mining company in the United States. 

In 1847, 11 men from Cleveland found-
ed Cliffs Natural Resources to develop 
ore in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
Cliffs has since grown to be a leader in 
North American mining, employing 
thousands and providing U.S. 
steelmakers with world-class raw ma-
terials. 

Mining has always been a way of life 
for families on Minnesota’s Iron Range, 
including my own. My grandfather 
worked 1,500 feet underground in the 
mines of Ely, MN. His generation 
helped build our Nation’s steel indus-
try into the global power it is today. 
The Iron Range has the largest con-
centration of iron ore in the United 
States. Right now, Minnesota is first in 
the Nation in the movement of iron 
ore, with more than 4,000 jobs associ-
ated with the iron ore and steel indus-
tries. Throughout our State’s history, 
iron ore mining has not only brought 
jobs to the region, it has also built our 
country, from our roads, bridges, build-
ings, and railways, to the tanks and 
ships critical to our Nation’s defense. 
The Iron Range also supplied most of 
the iron used in World War II. 

In recent years, Cliffs has focused its 
energies on revitalizing iron ore mines 
and processing plants in the United 
States. In August of last year, Cliffs 

broke ground on a $75 million expan-
sion at its United Taconite plant in 
Forbes, MN. I am proud to support 
companies like Cliffs that are com-
mitted to creating jobs for Minneso-
tans for generations to come. Cliffs is 
also well known for its commitment to 
corporate stewardship. From contrib-
uting to building homes for families 
through Habitat for Humanity, to help-
ing ensure children in need get a nutri-
tious meal through United Way pro-
grams, Cliffs has been committed to 
Minnesota families and communities. 

This 170th anniversary of Cliffs’ 
founding is a remarkable achievement. 
I am pleased to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Cliffs chairman, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer 
Lourenco Goncalves and the employees 
of Cliffs on celebrating this occasion. 
Best wishes for much continued suc-
cess.∑ 
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REMEMBERING SUE SHAFFER 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor a rare and wonderful individual 
known throughout Oregon and the Na-
tion who passed away on April 11 at the 
age of 94. Chairman Sue Shaffer, of the 
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe 
of Indians, lived a powerful life as a 
nonstop advocate for her family, her 
Tribe, and her community. As a moth-
er, wife, daughter and friend, Sue cre-
ated an atmosphere of energy, honesty, 
and kindness wherever she went. For 
Sue, no person or job was too big or too 
small to embrace. 

Sue was a descendant of one of the 
seven founding families of the Cow 
Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe. She 
grew up during the Great Depression in 
rural Douglas County at a time when 
everything was scarce. Despite her 
family’s own struggle, their door was 
always open to neighbors in need of 
food or lodging, and they were always 
willing to support their community 
members. As she liked to recall, she 
grew up in a household where honesty, 
moral integrity, education, hard work, 
and helping others were all high prior-
ities. For Sue and her family, life’s re-
wards came from working hard and 
reaching out to others—and that is just 
what she did. 

Sue’s mother, Nellie Crispin, kept 
records of the Tribe’s heritage and 
passed down to her daughter the desire 
to fight for Tribal recognition. That vi-
sion and determination drove Sue to 
play an instrumental role in con-
vincing Congress to formally recognize 
the Tribe in 1982. In 1983, Sue Shaffer 
became chair of the newly restored 
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe, 
and for nearly 30 years, she worked 
with her Tribe and the community and 
expanded the Tribe’s prominence by 
growing its economic footprint. 

Sue served as delegate to the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians, 
delegate to the Affiliated Tribes of 
Northwest Indians, and delegate to In-
dian Women’s Leadership White House 
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Conference, but her leadership in the 
community was not limited to the 
Tribe. Sue served on a myriad of boards 
in the community, including Umpqua 
Community College, becoming the first 
woman to chair the board. Throughout 
her life, Sue was also honored with 
many awards, including the 1999 Presi-
dent’s Award for outstanding contribu-
tion to community in economic devel-
opment by the Roseburg Chamber of 
Commerce, 2000 Female Citizen of the 
Year award for ‘‘unselfish devotion and 
distinguished service’’ by the Roseburg 
Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Eleanor Roosevelt Award in 2003. She 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame at 
Umpqua Community College in June 
1999 in recognition of the 17 years she 
served on the UCC board of trustees. 

Sue Shaffer was a dear friend, always 
known for being fair and never one to 
hesitate to ‘‘tell it like it is.’’ I will 
greatly miss Sue’s friendship and good 
counsel. She was a true dynamo whose 
eloquent and powerful advocacy helped 
right the long, tragic history of wrongs 
inflicted on the Cow Creek and other 
Tribes in Oregon. Sue gladly led on so 
many fronts to improve life for the 
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe, 
create a better Douglas County and a 
better place for all of Oregon to enjoy. 
Her indelible legacy of achievement for 
our State and our Nation will live on 
to benefit generations to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018—PM 8 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with accompanying 
reports and papers; which was referred 
jointly, pursuant to the order of Janu-
ary 30, 1975, as modified by the order of 
April 11, 1986; to the Committees on the 
Budget; and Appropriations: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
On February 28, I spoke to a joint 

session of the Congress about what we 
need to do to begin a new chapter of 
American Greatness. I asked the Na-
tion to look forward nine years and 
imagine the wonders we could achieve 
by America’s 250th anniversary of our 
Independence if we set free the dreams 
of our people by removing the barriers 
holding back our economic growth. 

This Budget’s defining ambition is to 
unleash the dreams of the American 
people. This requires laying a new 
foundation for American Greatness. 

Through streamlined Government, 
we will drive an economic boom that 

raises incomes and expands job oppor-
tunities for all Americans. Faster eco-
nomic growth, coupled with fiscal re-
straint, will enable us to fully fund our 
national priorities, balance our budget, 
and start to pay down our national 
debt. 

Our moral commitment to replacing 
our current economic stagnation with 
faster economic growth rests on the 
following eight pillars of reform: 

Health Reform. We need to enable 
Americans to buy the healthcare they 
need at a price they can afford. To this 
end, we must repeal Obamacare and its 
burdensome regulations and mandates, 
and replace it with a framework that 
restores choice and competition. This 
will lower the cost of care so that more 
Americans can get the medical atten-
tion they need. Additionally, Medicaid, 
which inadequately serves enrollees 
and taxpayers, must be reformed to 
allow States to manage their own pro-
grams, with continued financial sup-
port from the Federal Government. 

Tax Reform and Simplification. We 
must reduce the tax burden on Amer-
ican workers and businesses, so that we 
can maximize incomes and economic 
growth. We must also simplify our tax 
system, so that individuals and busi-
nesses do not waste countless hours 
and resources simply paying their 
taxes. 

Immigration Reform. We must re-
form immigration policy so that it 
serves our national interest. We will 
adopt commonsense proposals that pro-
tect American workers, reduce burdens 
on taxpayers and public resources, and 
focus Federal funds on underserved and 
disadvantaged citizens. 

Reductions in Federal Spending. We 
must scrutinize every dollar the Fed-
eral Government spends. Just as fami-
lies decide how to manage limited 
budgets, we must ensure the Federal 
Government spends precious taxpayer 
dollars only on our highest national 
priorities, and always in the most effi-
cient, effective manner. 

Regulatory Rollback. We must elimi-
nate every outdated, unnecessary, or 
ineffective Federal regulation, and 
move aggressively to build regulatory 
frameworks that stimulate—rather 
than stagnate—job creation. Even for 
those regulations we must leave in 
place, we must strike every provision 
that is counterproductive, ineffective, 
or outdated. 

American Energy Development. We 
must increase development of Amer-
ica’s energy resources, strengthening 
our national security, lowering the 
price of electricity and transportation 
fuels, and driving down the cost of con-
sumer goods so that every American 
individual and business has more 
money to save and invest. A con-
sistent, long-term supply of lower-cost 
American energy brings with it a much 
larger economy, more jobs, and greater 
security for the American people. 

Welfare Reform. We must reform our 
welfare system so that it does not dis-
courage able-bodied adults from work-

ing, which takes away scarce resources 
from those in real need. Work must be 
the center of our social policy. 

Education Reform. We need to return 
decisions regarding education back to 
the State and local levels, while ad-
vancing opportunities for parents and 
students to choose, from all available 
options, the school that best fits their 
needs to learn and succeed. 

To unleash the power of American 
work and creativity—and drive oppor-
tunity and faster economic growth—we 
must reprioritize Federal spending so 
that it advances the safety and secu-
rity of the American people. 

This Budget, therefore, includes $639 
billion for the Department of Defense— 
a $52 billion increase from the 2017 
annualized continuing resolution level. 
This increase will be offset by targeted 
reductions elsewhere. This defense 
funding is vital to rebuilding, modern-
izing, and preparing our Armed Forces 
for the future so that our military re-
mains the world’s preeminent fighting 
force and we can continue to ensure 
peace through strength. This Budget 
also increases funding to take care of 
our great veterans, who have served 
their country with such honor and dis-
tinction. 

The Budget also meets the need to 
materially increase funding for border 
security, immigration enforcement, 
and law enforcement at the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security and Jus-
tice. These funding increases will pro-
vide additional resources for a south-
ern border wall, expanded detention ca-
pacity, and initiatives to reduce vio-
lent crime, as well as more immigra-
tion judges, U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement officers, and Border 
Patrol agents. The Budget also invests 
significant resources in efforts to com-
bat opioid abuse. 

In these dangerous times, our in-
creased attention to public safety and 
national security sends a clear message 
to the world—a message of American 
strength and resolve. It follows 
through on my promise to focus on 
keeping Americans safe, keeping ter-
rorists out of our Nation, and putting 
violent offenders behind bars. 

As this Budget returns us to eco-
nomic prosperity, it will also allow us 
to fund additional priorities, including 
infrastructure, student loan reform, 
and initiatives to help working fami-
lies such as paid parental leave. We 
will champion the hardworking tax-
payers who have been ignored for too 
long. Once we end our economic stag-
nation and return to robust growth, so 
many of our aspirations will be within 
reach. 

It is now up to the Congress to act. I 
pledge my full cooperation in ending 
the economic malaise that has, for too 
long, crippled the dreams of our people. 
The time for small thinking is over. As 
we look forward to our 250th year, I am 
calling upon all Members of Congress 
to join me in striving to do big and 
bold and daring things for our Nation. 
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