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Conference, but her leadership in the 
community was not limited to the 
Tribe. Sue served on a myriad of boards 
in the community, including Umpqua 
Community College, becoming the first 
woman to chair the board. Throughout 
her life, Sue was also honored with 
many awards, including the 1999 Presi-
dent’s Award for outstanding contribu-
tion to community in economic devel-
opment by the Roseburg Chamber of 
Commerce, 2000 Female Citizen of the 
Year award for ‘‘unselfish devotion and 
distinguished service’’ by the Roseburg 
Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Eleanor Roosevelt Award in 2003. She 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame at 
Umpqua Community College in June 
1999 in recognition of the 17 years she 
served on the UCC board of trustees. 

Sue Shaffer was a dear friend, always 
known for being fair and never one to 
hesitate to ‘‘tell it like it is.’’ I will 
greatly miss Sue’s friendship and good 
counsel. She was a true dynamo whose 
eloquent and powerful advocacy helped 
right the long, tragic history of wrongs 
inflicted on the Cow Creek and other 
Tribes in Oregon. Sue gladly led on so 
many fronts to improve life for the 
Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe, 
create a better Douglas County and a 
better place for all of Oregon to enjoy. 
Her indelible legacy of achievement for 
our State and our Nation will live on 
to benefit generations to come.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018—PM 8 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with accompanying 
reports and papers; which was referred 
jointly, pursuant to the order of Janu-
ary 30, 1975, as modified by the order of 
April 11, 1986; to the Committees on the 
Budget; and Appropriations: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
On February 28, I spoke to a joint 

session of the Congress about what we 
need to do to begin a new chapter of 
American Greatness. I asked the Na-
tion to look forward nine years and 
imagine the wonders we could achieve 
by America’s 250th anniversary of our 
Independence if we set free the dreams 
of our people by removing the barriers 
holding back our economic growth. 

This Budget’s defining ambition is to 
unleash the dreams of the American 
people. This requires laying a new 
foundation for American Greatness. 

Through streamlined Government, 
we will drive an economic boom that 

raises incomes and expands job oppor-
tunities for all Americans. Faster eco-
nomic growth, coupled with fiscal re-
straint, will enable us to fully fund our 
national priorities, balance our budget, 
and start to pay down our national 
debt. 

Our moral commitment to replacing 
our current economic stagnation with 
faster economic growth rests on the 
following eight pillars of reform: 

Health Reform. We need to enable 
Americans to buy the healthcare they 
need at a price they can afford. To this 
end, we must repeal Obamacare and its 
burdensome regulations and mandates, 
and replace it with a framework that 
restores choice and competition. This 
will lower the cost of care so that more 
Americans can get the medical atten-
tion they need. Additionally, Medicaid, 
which inadequately serves enrollees 
and taxpayers, must be reformed to 
allow States to manage their own pro-
grams, with continued financial sup-
port from the Federal Government. 

Tax Reform and Simplification. We 
must reduce the tax burden on Amer-
ican workers and businesses, so that we 
can maximize incomes and economic 
growth. We must also simplify our tax 
system, so that individuals and busi-
nesses do not waste countless hours 
and resources simply paying their 
taxes. 

Immigration Reform. We must re-
form immigration policy so that it 
serves our national interest. We will 
adopt commonsense proposals that pro-
tect American workers, reduce burdens 
on taxpayers and public resources, and 
focus Federal funds on underserved and 
disadvantaged citizens. 

Reductions in Federal Spending. We 
must scrutinize every dollar the Fed-
eral Government spends. Just as fami-
lies decide how to manage limited 
budgets, we must ensure the Federal 
Government spends precious taxpayer 
dollars only on our highest national 
priorities, and always in the most effi-
cient, effective manner. 

Regulatory Rollback. We must elimi-
nate every outdated, unnecessary, or 
ineffective Federal regulation, and 
move aggressively to build regulatory 
frameworks that stimulate—rather 
than stagnate—job creation. Even for 
those regulations we must leave in 
place, we must strike every provision 
that is counterproductive, ineffective, 
or outdated. 

American Energy Development. We 
must increase development of Amer-
ica’s energy resources, strengthening 
our national security, lowering the 
price of electricity and transportation 
fuels, and driving down the cost of con-
sumer goods so that every American 
individual and business has more 
money to save and invest. A con-
sistent, long-term supply of lower-cost 
American energy brings with it a much 
larger economy, more jobs, and greater 
security for the American people. 

Welfare Reform. We must reform our 
welfare system so that it does not dis-
courage able-bodied adults from work-

ing, which takes away scarce resources 
from those in real need. Work must be 
the center of our social policy. 

Education Reform. We need to return 
decisions regarding education back to 
the State and local levels, while ad-
vancing opportunities for parents and 
students to choose, from all available 
options, the school that best fits their 
needs to learn and succeed. 

To unleash the power of American 
work and creativity—and drive oppor-
tunity and faster economic growth—we 
must reprioritize Federal spending so 
that it advances the safety and secu-
rity of the American people. 

This Budget, therefore, includes $639 
billion for the Department of Defense— 
a $52 billion increase from the 2017 
annualized continuing resolution level. 
This increase will be offset by targeted 
reductions elsewhere. This defense 
funding is vital to rebuilding, modern-
izing, and preparing our Armed Forces 
for the future so that our military re-
mains the world’s preeminent fighting 
force and we can continue to ensure 
peace through strength. This Budget 
also increases funding to take care of 
our great veterans, who have served 
their country with such honor and dis-
tinction. 

The Budget also meets the need to 
materially increase funding for border 
security, immigration enforcement, 
and law enforcement at the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security and Jus-
tice. These funding increases will pro-
vide additional resources for a south-
ern border wall, expanded detention ca-
pacity, and initiatives to reduce vio-
lent crime, as well as more immigra-
tion judges, U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement officers, and Border 
Patrol agents. The Budget also invests 
significant resources in efforts to com-
bat opioid abuse. 

In these dangerous times, our in-
creased attention to public safety and 
national security sends a clear message 
to the world—a message of American 
strength and resolve. It follows 
through on my promise to focus on 
keeping Americans safe, keeping ter-
rorists out of our Nation, and putting 
violent offenders behind bars. 

As this Budget returns us to eco-
nomic prosperity, it will also allow us 
to fund additional priorities, including 
infrastructure, student loan reform, 
and initiatives to help working fami-
lies such as paid parental leave. We 
will champion the hardworking tax-
payers who have been ignored for too 
long. Once we end our economic stag-
nation and return to robust growth, so 
many of our aspirations will be within 
reach. 

It is now up to the Congress to act. I 
pledge my full cooperation in ending 
the economic malaise that has, for too 
long, crippled the dreams of our people. 
The time for small thinking is over. As 
we look forward to our 250th year, I am 
calling upon all Members of Congress 
to join me in striving to do big and 
bold and daring things for our Nation. 
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