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A mature special prosecutor and a well-led
congressional inquiry can coordinate over
issues like witness immunity. Congress can
creatively expand its witness list beyond
prosecution targets and fill in critical de-
tails from satellite witnesses . . . If the com-
mittee is aggressive and truly bipartisan, it
can not only educate and reassure the public,
but also legislate solutions to prevent future
abuses.

There are a lot of parallels between
the Watergate era and what we face
today, but, sadly, one major difference
from the Nixon era to the Trump era is
the willingness of members of the
President’s own party to stand up and
speak out.

Back in Nixon’s day, there came a
moment when a handful of Senators
from this Chamber changed history,
and one of them was Barry Goldwater.
He met with President Nixon and he
said: There are only so many lies you
can take, and now there has been one
too many.

Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania joined
him, as well as another Republican—
John Rhodes, a Republican leader in
the House. They made it clear to Presi-
dent Nixon that what he had done was
unacceptable by any standard and they
would no longer stand by him. It took
courage for them to do that. The Presi-
dent saw the writing on the wall, and
he resigned.

We are looking for similar leadership
today from both sides of the aisle—not
just Democrats but Republicans as
well—to stand up and defend our de-
mocracy from Putin’s interference.

There have been months of relative
inaction. It is clear that the President
is not going to stand up to Russia. It is
time for all of us—Democrats and Re-
publicans in Congress—to act for the
good of this Nation and get to the
truth of what happened and make sure
Russia can never do this to our democ-
racy again.

——
THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the
Trump administration released its fis-
cal year 2018 budget this morning. For
all the talk on the campaign trail of
standing up for the forgotten Ameri-
cans in this country, the President’s
budget takes aim at the exact pro-
grams that many rely on. From
healthcare and food stamps to student
loans and disability, President Trump’s
budget is nothing less than an assault
on seniors, low-income Americans,
children, and the disabled.

The President’s budget calls for more
than $3.6 trillion in cuts to Federal
spending over the next 10 years, with
more than $1 trillion of these cuts com-
ing from some of the most vital pro-
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grams in our Nation’s social safety net.
Nothing is more essential to our Na-
tion’s low-income, disabled, and elderly
Americans than Medicaid and the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, known as SNAP. But the Presi-
dent’s budget slashes more than $600
billion from Medicaid, despite the
President’s repeated promises on the
campaign trail to protect the program.
More than 3 million people in my
State—20 percent of the people who
live there—currently depend on the
Medicaid Program for healthcare, in-
cluding 1.5 million children and more
than 300,000 seniors and disabled peo-
ple.

The budget cuts $193 billion from
SNAP by making it harder for people
to qualify for this assistance in putting
food on the table. Forty-four million
children, disabled, and low-income peo-
ple around the country accessed food
through the SNAP program last year.

Also weakened in the President’s
budget is the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families block grant that helps
States provide financial assistance to
families who are literally struggling to
survive. And the budget cuts about 20
percent of funding for the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, providing
health insurance for poor children.
Isn’t that incredible? The President
doesn’t believe that is a priority—
health insurance for poor children.

It is often said that the President’s
budget reflects our values, and this
budget shows that President Trump
clearly values tax cuts for the upper in-
come individuals in America over the
lives of poor and middle-class Ameri-
cans.

The President’s budget also includes
historic cuts in nondefense discre-
tionary spending. Over the next 10
years, President Trump proposes to cut
domestic spending so significantly that
spending on defense would exceed
spending on domestic priorities by al-
most $300 billion. To pay for an in-
crease in defense spending and to build
his big, beautiful wall, the President
would slash funding from programs es-
sential to hard-working Americans—
programs that support affordable hous-
ing, home heating bills, Meals on
Wheels, student loans, clean drinking
water, preserving the Great Lakes,
early childhood education, and infra-
structure.

Even medical research is on the
Trump chopping block. President
Trump has proposed cutting one-fifth
of the budget for the National Insti-
tutes of Health, including $1 billion
from the National Cancer Institute.
President Obama, with Vice President
Biden, with strong bipartisan support,
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put together a moonshot—a Cancer
Moonshot—to do something significant
in cancer research. President Trump’s
budget virtually eliminates it.

NIH has helped cut U.S. cancer death
rates by 11 percent in women and 19
percent in men. It has helped ensure
HIV/AIDS is no longer a death sen-
tence. It contributed to the near eradi-
cation of polio and smallpox, but make
no mistake, these changes didn’t just
happen. They occurred because of sus-
tained Federal investment in medical
research.

I salute my colleague on the other
side of the aisle, ROY BLUNT, the Ap-
propriations subcommittee chair when
it comes to NIH. For 2 straight years
now, 2 fiscal years, he has given more
than 5 percent real growth in NIH
spending. I have praised him on the
floor and back home and publicly over
and over again. That Republican Sen-
ator, and many Democratic Senators,
stood together because we believe in
medical research. The Trump budget
does not.

We cannot afford these devastating
cuts, and we can’t afford to sit on our
hands and face the millions of families
across America who count on us to
have the right priorities. Clearly, the
President’s budget is far from a new
foundation for American greatness.
This budget would have a devastating
impact on Americans most in need of a
helping hand, on everything from
healthcare to food access, to quality
education and affordable housing.

They always say the President’s
budget is dead on arrival. This budget,
I hope, will be dead on arrival. It
doesn’t deserve the light of day or a
breath of life.

We need to come together, as we did
in this year’s budget, on a bipartisan
basis, order the priorities that America
sent us to prioritize, and then work to-
gether to pass it. I hope it is done on a
bipartisan basis. That is what America
wants, both parties to work together.
We can do it. We did it for this fiscal
year. We can do it for the next, but our
first step in reaching an agreement is
to make sure there is a sound rejection
of President Trump’s budget. His budg-
et will not make America great again.

I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:18 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, May 24,
2017, at 10 a.m.
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