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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

The Members of this people’s House
will be leaving for the Memorial Day
recess. As they meet with their respec-
tive constituents, give them the gifts
of wisdom and discernment, that in
their words and actions they will do
justice, love with mercy, and walk
humbly with You. May they also have
the attentiveness that is called for to
hear the concerns of those whom they
represent.

On this weekend especially, we re-
member those men and women who
have given their lives in service to our
country. Bless them with everlasting
peace and give consolation and peace
to those who mourn them.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. OLSON) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. OLSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

FIGHT ON, KATIE VACEK

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, for 8%
yvears I have worked for the best people
in America, the people of Texas 22. The
people of Texas 22 love their neighbors.
They love their community, they love
life, and they love God.

Texas 22 is Katie Vacek. Katie is a
senior at Needville High School. Three
months before using her Blue Jay
wings to fly into her future, God gave
her a different flight. She fell out of a
tree with her boyfriend, Kernie, watch-
ing. She is now paralyzed from the
waist down.

Kernie, her classmates, and the
whole town rallied around Katie and
her dreams. Twelve days ago, at her
prom with Kernie, she danced.

Katie, I don’t want to come between
you and Kernie, but I want you to be
my date the next time President
Trump speaks in this Chamber in Feb-
ruary of next year. We will lock this
down at the Knights of Columbus on
June 6 back home. Keep fighting,
knowing that God is with you always.

———

BUDGET CUTS TO EDUCATION

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the budg-
et released by President Trump. It is
cruel and shortsighted in the extreme:
cutting essential investments driving
job creation, protecting our environ-

ment, funding breakthrough cures, and
providing a safety net for the neediest
among us.

Among the most objectionable are
the President’s cuts to education.
Funds used for college work-study pro-
grams, loan forgiveness for those who
enter public service, and dollars used
by schools for mental health will not
just be cut but be eliminated. For ex-
ample, 21st century community learn-
ing centers, which offer learning oppor-
tunities during nonschool hours for
those from our neediest communities,
would be completely eliminated.

We know these programs work. An
evaluation showed program participa-
tion improved math and English grades
by 30 to 40 percent. In my district,
Waukegan Community School District
Number 60 uses these funds to offer an
extended day program at seven schools
to increase academic achievement and
build life skills.

Mr. Speaker, this budget irrespon-
sibly mortgages our future by short-
changing our children. I urge my col-
leagues to reject this budget. Let’s
work together to chart a path that en-
sures our Nation’s prosperity.

——
NATIONAL EMS WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week we observe Na-
tional EMS Week to celebrate, unify,
and inspire the men and women of our
Nation’s emergency medical services.
The theme this year is Always in Serv-
ice, which recognizes our EMS profes-
sionals and their constant service to
communities throughout this nation.

From a young age, children are
taught that, in a moment of crisis,
they call 911. From illness to injury,
whenever the world seems to be ending,
society counts on EMS personnel to be
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there. They are expected to work hard
and be strong, especially in times of
trouble.

Mr. Speaker, as a volunteer fire-
fighter, EMT, and a rescue technician
with more than three decades of experi-
ence being on the front lines with these
EMS professionals, I can personally at-
test to their dedication to saving lives.

The job of an EMS professional is not
easy. It requires just as much compas-
sion as it does courage. These men and
women are committed to making the
world better, so I say thank you.
Thank you to the EMTs, paramedics,
dispatchers, and supervisors across the
country. Thank you for serving. Happy
National EMS Week.

———

CBO SCORE OF TRUMPCARE
PAINTS A DIRE PICTURE

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, the new
American Health Care Act CBO score
released yesterday reinforces that this
bill is devastating to the American
people: 14 million more will be unin-
sured within just one year, and 23 mil-
lion more will be uninsured over a dec-
ade.

This analysis paints a dire picture. It
confirms that TrumpCare will shift the
burden of costs onto our seniors, mil-
lions of hardworking families, and pa-
tients with preexisting conditions.
Those hit hardest are exactly the peo-
ple who need care the most, all while
giving tax breaks to millionaires and
billionaires.

What is more, this analysis debunks
the gimmicks Republican leaders tried
to sell us, saying the bill would do no
harm to those with preexisting ill-
nesses. In fact, patients with pre-
existing conditions will have less cov-
erage, be forced to pay more, and even
be priced out of the market, just as we
expected.

This is far too great a toll on the
American people, and we must do bet-
ter.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SYRA-
CUSE POLICE CAPTAIN RICHARD
WALSH

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a dear friend
and former colleague, longtime Syra-
cuse Police Captain Richard Walsh. For
nearly 20 years, I served as a Federal
prosecutor in central New York. Dur-
ing much of this time, I had the dis-
tinct privilege of working alongside
Captain Walsh and witnessed firsthand
his commitment to serving the city of
Syracuse.

Captain Walsh joined the Syracuse
Police Department in 1970, rising to the
rank of captain of detectives. He led a
very successful and distinguished ca-
reer, retiring in 2011 after 41 years on
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the job. On the day of his retirement,
Captain Walsh was named the grand
marshal of the Syracuse St. Patrick’s
Day parade, a mark of high distinction
for any central New Yorker.

In addition to his diligent efforts to
keep our community safe, Captain
Walsh volunteered countless hours to
many community organizations, in-
cluding Hunger Project, Huntington
Family Center, and the Rape Crisis
Center. Eternally proud of his Irish
heritage and roots in Tipperary Hill, he
devoted many hours to the Syracuse
Irish Festival, was a founding member
of the St. Patrick’s Day parade com-
mittee, and served as president of the
Onondaga County Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians.

Captain Richard Walsh was the true
definition of a public servant. He loved
his work, he had the utmost respect of
his colleagues and community, and he
was relentless in his efforts to make
central New York a safer and a better
place. His kindness and generosity will
forever be remembered. May Captain
Richard Walsh’s name and legacy for-
ever be remembered in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

Rest peacefully, my friend.

———

GLOBAL WEEK OF ACTION ON
HUNGER AND FAMINE

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a call of action to make sure that
the country recognizes that we have
got to focus on and talk about the
more than 20 million people at risk of
famine in South Sudan, Somalia,
Yemen, and northeast Nigeria.

This is a humanitarian crisis. Starv-
ing children and families are crying
out for our help. Right now, 1.4 million
children are acutely malnourished and
at risk of death. Worldwide, an addi-
tional 50 million people are severely
hungry, surviving day to day on only
what they can find.

The United Nations is calling this
the largest humanitarian crisis that
has faced the world since the organiza-
tion was founded in 1945. Mr. Speaker,
we can end this crisis if we just find
the political will. That is why I am
joining my colleagues in Congress and
humanitarian and faith leaders around
the country to mark a Global Week of
Action on Hunger and Famine.

Earlier this month, we were success-
ful in securing an additional $990 mil-
lion for famine relief in the fiscal year
2017 spending bill, thanks to a bipar-
tisan coalition of Members and our pas-
sionate grassroots organizations. But
this is not enough. The United Nations
needs $4.4 billion by July to avert ca-
tastrophe. We need other countries to
step up to the plate, and we must abso-
lutely preserve our commitment to ad-
dressing famine.

We cannot allow the Trump adminis-
tration’s proposed budget, which would
decimate food aid, to be enacted.
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MEANINGFUL REFORMS FOR THE
VA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to note the veterans’ bills passed
by the House of Representatives this
week. Amongst the legislation are bills
to provide veterans with a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment for disability com-
pensation, create a pilot program to
explore magnetic resonant therapy as
treatment for veterans with mental
health conditions, and streamline the
disability claims process at the VA,
amongst other legislation.

I would like to specifically highlight
the VA Scheduling Accountability Act.
A 2014 investigation found that no less
than 40 veterans died while on unau-
thorized waiting lists, waiting to re-
ceive care that they never got. This is
completely unacceptable. This legisla-
tion puts into place measures to ensure
every facility is in compliance with VA
scheduling policies and will withhold
any awards or bonuses from any cen-
ters who fail to certify their compli-
ance.

Together with our new VA Secretary
David Shulkin, whom we met with this
week, I am confident that we will con-
tinue to create meaningful reforms for
the VA. As we head into the Memorial
Day weekend, this is just one way we
can honor veterans and those who have
fallen for us.

———

HONORING HENRI TERMEER

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor today to honor a con-
stituent, a friend, and a beloved mem-
ber of our community, Henri Termeer.
Henri was a resident of my hometown
in Massachusetts and the retired CEO
of Genzyme, the biotech firm credited
with launching the Boston biotech rev-
olution that now leads the globe.

Henri has been described as the epit-
ome of a renaissance man, and he em-
bodied the nexus of business, culture,
and civic responsibility. He also left a
lasting imprint on those he loved. His
16-year-old daughter, Adriana, referred
to him as the giving tree because of the
seemingly endless energy he devoted to
the causes he believed in and the lives
he touched.

At dinner the night he passed away,
Henri said to his guests: We are getting
older and running out of runway here.
We need new leaders now.

Mr. Speaker, we would all do well to
aspire to be the kind of thoughtful,
passionate, and impactful leader Henri
was. He saved countless lives, yet he
was known for his modesty. Henri was
one of the kindest men I have ever
known, and we will miss him.
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WELCOME TO ROLLING THUNDER

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome the veterans from
Rolling Thunder to Washington for
their Memorial Day events. Veterans
like Gus Dante of Branchburg, New
Jersey, serve on Rolling Thunder’s na-
tional board, and every year he and
others help organize events here in
Washington to commemorate those
brave Americans lost in war.

For 30 years, Rolling Thunder’s
voices and motorcycles have been roar-
ing in Washington, and lawmakers and
the new administration are listening.
Veterans’ issues are front and center in
the Halls of Congress, and Secretary
Shulkin is reforming the Veterans Ad-
ministration to restore the trust Roll-
ing Thunder and all veterans demand.

We must keep up the fight for the
rights and benefits veterans have
earned in the service to the Nation. I
am proud to join with Rolling Thunder
in introducing two important meas-
ures: legislation to end the 40-mile rule
for private care through the VA and
legislation to display the POW/MIA
flag on Federal properties.

Mr. Speaker, on this commemorative
Memorial Day weekend, let us all re-
call those who answered the call of
service, especially those who did not
return home.

———

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the
Trump budget is a disaster for the very
people who the President claims he
wants to assist. It is reckless, rep-
rehensible, and regressive.

The Trump budget balances itself on
the backs of working families, middle
class folks, senior citizens, the poor,
the sick, the afflicted, and rural Amer-
ica. The Trump budget fails to invest
in education and job training, it fails
to invest in transportation and infra-
structure, and it fails to invest in re-
search and development. Instead, the
Trump budget would cut Head Start,
cut Medicaid, cut assistance to nursing
homes, and it even cuts Meals on
Wheels.

This is all being done simply to pay
for tax cuts for the wealthy and the
well-off—lifestyles of the rich and
shameless. The Trump budget is a dis-
aster, and we are going to do every-
thing possible to vote it down.

———————

PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE ACT OF 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 1973.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LANCE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 352 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1973.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.

[ 0918
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1973) to
prevent the sexual abuse of minors and
amateur athletes by requiring the
prompt reporting of sexual abuse to
law enforcement authorities, and for
other purposes, with Mr. POLIQUIN in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read for the first
time.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today, we are able to continue our
efforts in protecting children by pass-
ing legislation to protect young ath-
letes from abuse. The country was
shocked at the revelations in recent
years concerning the ongoing abuse en-
dured by young athletes at the hands of
their coaches and trainers in USA
Gymnastics and USA Swimming. These
children were betrayed by people they
trusted, by people they looked up to,
and by people who had a duty to pro-
tect them.

That is why I am pleased to be on the
floor here today in support of the Pro-
tecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse Act. This bill imposes a require-
ment to report child abuse for those
authorized by U.S. sport national gov-
erning bodies, such as USA Gymnastics
and USA Swimming, to work with
minor athletes or members of these
governing bodies.

As is the case with existing Federal
mandatory reporting requirements,
these individuals will be required to
make a prompt report to law enforce-
ment when they learn of facts that give
reason to suspect that a child has suf-
fered an incident of child abuse. This
provision will ensure that the malfea-
sance on the part of national governing
bodies, like USA Gymnastics, in failing
to report allegations of abuse to law
enforcement, never occurs again.

The bill further strengthens existing
civil remedies for victims of sexual
abuse who wish to seek civil damages
from their abusers. The bill clarifies
that once a victim has established a
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harm occurred, the court will presume
damages of $150,000. It relaxes the stat-
ute of limitations for victims. The 10-
year period will now begin when the
victim reasonably discovers the viola-
tion or harm, not when it accrues. It
also extends the statute of limitations
to 10 years after a legal disability is
lifted. In other words, minors who are
victims will have 10 years from the
time they reach adulthood to file.

Finally, the bill expands the author-
ity of the national governing bodies to
develop practices, policies, and proce-
dures to prevent sexual abuse, and
clarifies the duties of the bodies in de-
veloping these practices.

Sports have always been a central as-
pect of American life. Sports teach our
children about focus, teamwork, and
leadership, and we should encourage
our children to participate, to be a part
of healthy competition; but, in doing
so, we need to assure we keep these
competitive atmospheres safe.

I am pleased to see that the U.S.
Olympic Committee has helped to es-
tablish a new organization called the
Center for Safe Sport, to prevent and
respond to emotional, physical, and
sexual abuse of young athletes.

I want to commend the gentlewoman
from Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) for intro-
ducing this important legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of H.R.
1973, the Protecting Young Victims
from Sexual Abuse Act, for several rea-
sons.

Most importantly, this is a reason-
able bill and is intended to help protect
young athletes from abuse and preserve
the sanctity of sports associated with
the U.S. Olympic Committee, the orga-
nization responsible for preparing and
training young athletes who might one
day represent their country competi-
tively all over the world.

Children deserve to fully enjoy the
innocence of their youth—by exploring
the curiosities of the world, taking
pleasure in the arts, and participating
in sports—free from hurt, harm, or
danger.

Involvement in sports, and instruc-
tion and guidance from adult coaches,
can positively influence a young per-
son’s growth and development, as well
as his or her potential for future suc-
cess into adulthood.

The sexual abuse of children and
youth is intolerable in any text, and we
must take appropriate measures to
eliminate it from youth sports. Such
exploitation betrays and harms young
people, sometimes severely and irrep-
arably.

Young people look to adults to pro-
tect them and keep them safe. We all
have a responsibility to do so.

With H.R. 1973, we have an oppor-
tunity to ensure that individuals abide
by this duty. Existing Federal law re-
quires certain professionals, such as
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doctors, dentists, social workers, psy-
chologists, teachers, and daycare work-
ers, who regularly interact with chil-
dren, to report suspected abuse to law
enforcement.

While our discussion of this legisla-
tion today may focus primarily on sex-
ual abuse, H.R. 1973 will require adults
who interact with young athletes, in
connection to national governing bod-
ies of various sports, to report sus-
pected abuse of any kind.

The need for this legislation is best
illustrated by an ongoing scandal of
widespread abuse and exploitation of
young gymnasts over the course of 20
years within USA Gymnastics, a
prominent governing body of the U.S.
Olympic Committee.

Many complaints of sexual and emo-
tional abuse went unreported, allowing
coaches, instructors, and doctors to re-
peatedly victimize gymnasts as young
as 6 years old. The shocking failure of
anyone to report accusations through
law enforcement, or even keep track of
complaints internally, made it possible
for some of these predators to commit
horrific acts at several gyms in several
states.

For example, a cloud of allegations of
abuse surrounded one particular physi-
cian in Michigan going back as far as
1997. Regrettably, allegations against
him were not reported to law enforce-
ment until recently. Following the
first public complaint against him in
2015, more than 100 women have filed
complaints accusing him of sexual
abuse, and he now faces more than 20
criminal charges in both Federal and
State courts.

While the USA Gymnastics scandal is
unfortunate, let it be an example and
incentive to prevent such pervasive
abuse elsewhere.

Accordingly, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me and my chairman in
supporting this important legislation.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chair, I yield
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from In-
diana (Mrs. BROOKS), the chief sponsor
of this legislation.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Chair,
I rise today in strong support of H.R.
1973, Protecting Young Victims from
Sexual Abuse Act.

Since my time as U.S. attorney in
the Southern District of Indiana, I
have been committed to battling child
exploitation and abuse.

Last year, I was shocked, along with
much of the country, when The Indian-
apolis Star published an investigative
piece that exposed troubling allega-
tions of sexual abuse at USA Gym-
nastics programs across the country.

According to their report, over the
last 20 years, at least 368 young people,
most Olympic hopefuls, were the vic-
tims of sexual abuse at the hands they
trusted—coaches, trainers, doctors, and
other adults associated with USA Gym-
nastics. They reported the abuse to
USA Gymnastics, but, unfortunately,
USA Gymnastics failed, in many cases,
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to report those allegations of abuse to
law enforcement authorities.

The article shed light on their stories
and inspired the legislation that is be-
fore us today. According to more than
5,600 pages of USA Gymnastics records,
released by The Indy Star, some of the
54 coaches, who had been accused of
sexual abuse by young athletes in their
care, weren’t banned from gymnastics
until years after their history of abuse
had been reported to and kept in com-
plaint files by USA Gymnastics.

One USA Gymnastics doctor already
referenced, Dr. Nassar, stands accused
of having abused young women and
girls for more than 20 years. More than
100 women have come forward today to
share their stories of abuse at his
hands.

I understand how challenging it is to
share painful stories of sexual abuse,
and I am proud of these brave gym-
nasts who shared their stories: stories
that never should have happened, and
stories that went inexcusably unan-
swered.

Their stories demand our action and
our attention, not only to provide vic-
tims with the justice denied to them
for so long but also to protect future
generations of Olympic hopefuls.

I want to acknowledge the work of
Senator FEINSTEIN of California, who is
leading this bill in the Senate, and my
colleagues in the bipartisan Women’s
Caucus, specifically Representative
FRANKEL of Florida. I want to com-
mend the chair and the ranking mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee, and
other members of the committee, for
taking the lead in protecting young
victims from sexual abuse. Our legisla-
tion is an important step forward to-
ward protecting these young athletes.

It addresses that dangerous silence
that, as The Indy Star investigative
piece showed, plagued USA Gymnastics
and other governing bodies of our
Olympic sports—a silence that led to
more girls being abused, hurt, and
harmful coaches, and others, who faced
little or no repercussions for their hei-
nous actions.

The abuse should have been, first and
foremost, prevented. The system ut-
terly failed when the abuse was not de-
tected and not promptly reported. The
U.S. Olympic Committee failed and
must do better, and I commend them
for their work now in working to do
better.
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Our bill makes sure that national
governing bodies entrusted with the
health and well-being of athletes and
future Olympians promptly report alle-
gations of sexual abuse and other abuse
to law enforcement authorities and im-
plement much stronger policies and
procedures to prevent this from hap-
pening again.

Most importantly, I want to applaud
the victims who shared their story to
protect others. I really thank them for
their courage and for changing the
lives of not only young athletes today,
but those in the future.
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I urge passage of the bill, and at this
time, I thank the chairman and, again,
the ranking member for their leader-
ship.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. FRANKEL).

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Chair,
I thank my colleague for yielding.

Today, I rise as the proud cosponsor
of this important legislation with my
friend and colleague from Indiana,
SUSAN BROOKS. I want to thank her for
her work on this, the Judiciary leader-
ship, and, of course, Senator DIANE
FEINSTEIN.

Mr. Chair, imagine you are a 10-year-
old girl and you have a dream. Your
dream is to stand on the podium at a
summer Olympics with a medal around
your neck, and you are saluting the
American flag. You are willing to do a
lot for that. You are willing to give up
all the kinds of things that little girls
like to do in their youth. You are will-
ing to spend hours practicing your
skills, to get bumps and bruises, but it
doesn’t stop you. Your parents trust
your dream to a coach you call
“Grandpa.”

Here is the thing: Your dream be-
comes a nightmare. The Protecting
Young Victims from Sexual Abuse Act
comes after devastating reports that at
least 368 gymnasts have been sexually
abused by their coaches and trainers
over the course of 20 years. It is almost
unimaginable.

Although USA Gymnastics received
allegations of abuse, they turned a
blind eye. Why? Because it was more
important to them to win medals and
protect their star coaches.

We have read and heard lots of sto-
ries. I am going to give you an example
of one, while trying to protect the con-
fidentiality.

By the time she was in seventh
grade, our gymnast has developed an
eating disorder, coping with the fact
that the coach she called Grandpa
made her hate her body. By the time
she got to college, she had difficulty
maintaining relationships, believing
that she would never like being
touched or physically embraced by oth-
ers.

Here is a postscript. Over more than
a decade, the coach we call Grandpa
was able to move from gym to gym
abusing girls and recording videos of
them. He installed secret cameras in
changing rooms and recorded 469 videos
of gymnasts, many of whom were
naked.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield the
gentlewoman an additional 2 minutes.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Chair,
to continue this, we have to ask this
question: Could these young girls have
been spared this trauma had proper
procedures been in place? And, of
course, today our answer is, hopefully,
yes.

This legislation is a step in a long
journey to change the culture around
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sexual abuse. Too often institutions,
whether they are our colleges, our
military, or, here, in this case, an ath-
letic organization, prioritize preserving
their reputations and their brands over
the people they protect.

This legislation will require national
sports bodies like USA Gymnastics to
file reports of abuse as soon as possible.
It will establish mandatory training
and require the enforcement of policies
preventing, reporting, and addressing
these kinds of allegations because pro-
tecting our athletes must be a priority.
Let their dreams come true.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. MEE-
HAN).

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Chair, I thank the
gentleman for yielding, and I want to
express my admiration and deep appre-
ciation for the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana for her leadership on this most im-
portant bill.

This gives us a chance to do some-
thing, which is to give a voice to those
victims who have suffered in silence
and yet had the courage to come for-
ward and allow others to appreciate
the depth of the impact that they have
suffered, as well as an opportunity for
us to assure that this kind of pattern
doesn’t repeat itself again.

We know it is a pattern because we
have, as has been aptly demonstrated
by the speakers before me, stories of
young women who have been victim-
ized because they enter a trusting rela-
tionship—one between a coach and a
person in which that power dynamic is
s0 unique, the young person putting
their future in the hands—which is ex-
ploited by that person superior in the
relationship.

So we now have chance to assure that
that trust is not further impacted. But
it is not just that relationship; it is the
long-term implications of it which are
so damaging.

Working with the Pennsylvania Coa-
lition Against Rape, we have come to
appreciate victims and how the psycho-
logical impacts, including things like
substance abuse and other kinds of psy-
chological disorders, last for years, and
by the courage of coming forward, it
does not necessarily end that impact
on them.

In fact, it is not just situations like
coach and athlete. All kinds of trusting
relationships can create a dynamic—
one including something that I am cur-
rently working on, massage parlors—in
which individuals who put themselves
in a compromising position find them-
selves assaulted.

Most recently, I introduced the Duty
to Report Act, addressing that kind of
a violation of that trusting relation-
ship.

These are examples of opportunities
for us to address, once and for all, the
implications of people who are allowed
to move from one situation to another
when reports come forward and stop.
We call that pass the trash.

Today, it is time for our body to put
forward the kind of legislation that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

will assure that there is a duty to re-
port so, along with due process, there
can be an internal investigation to as-
sure and reporting requirements so
that these individuals are not able to
victimize future young athletes, future
people who put themselves in the posi-
tion of trust.

Mr. Chair, I applaud my colleagues
who support this legislation, and I ask
that we do so with a strong voice from
this House.

The CHAIR. The Committee will rise
informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. PAUL-
SEN) assumed the chair.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with
amendments in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 1238. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to make the Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security for Health
Affairs responsible for coordinating the ef-
forts of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity related to food, agriculture, and veteri-
nary defense against terrorism, and for other
purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

———

PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE ACT OF 2017

The Committee resumed its sitting.

The CHAIR. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER).

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in strong support of H.R. 1973, which
aims to strengthen protections against
child victims of sexual abuse.

I am a parent. In fact, today, with
me, I have my son, Hudson, and one of
my daughters, Ava.

Sadly, over the course of the past
couple of years, countless stories of
young athletes being abused, including
in Indiana, have revealed glaring inad-
equacies in our law. These stories,
many about coaches and doctors and
trainers and other adults who have
abused their positions of authority and
trust to exploit young athletes, are ap-
palling and, as a parent, gut wrench-
ing. Every one of these kids deserved
better.

This bill aims to ensure that acts of
suspected child abuse are promptly re-
ported to an organization’s national
governing body to make sure that
these cases are immediately disclosed
to local or Federal law enforcement au-
thorities. Short of this requirement
being codified into law, predatory indi-
viduals can continue perpetrating hor-
rific crimes against young athletes
with relative impunity.

In addition, this bill requires na-
tional governing bodies to develop spe-
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cific policies and procedures for report-
ing sexual abuse cases to law enforce-
ment and to keep track of individuals
who leave one facility due to com-
plaints and then go to another facility
to repeat that abuse elsewhere.

I want to thank my colleague from
Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) for her impor-
tant work on this legislation—she is
my kids’ second favorite Member of
Congress—and for her hard work on
this important bill to protect kids all
across America from abuse.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the bill.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE), the ranking member on the
prime subcommittee on the House Ju-
diciary Committee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I
thank the distinguished ranking mem-
ber for yielding.

I thank the chairman of this com-
mittee and the manager of this bill,
and, particularly, I want to express my
appreciation to the bipartisan co-spon-
sors of this legislation—the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS),
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL)—for coming together around
a concept of continuing to work to pro-
tect our children; and where we can
find bipartisanship, that is really very
special as relates to the message to the
American people.

The Protecting Young Victims from
Sexual Abuse Act requires that per-
sonnel and employees of national gov-
erning bodies recognized by the U.S.
Olympic Committee report suspected
incidents of child abuse, including sex-
ual abuse, to law enforcement. The im-
portance of this is to cease, end, stop,
never have it again for those victims—
never report or hold it for years and
years—who are impacted psycho-
logically and impacted for the rest of
their life. Really, that is what has been
happening in years past.

This bill is intended to protect young
athletes who, with great expectation
and excitement and challenge and won-
derment and aspirations for the Olym-
pics, in their early years, desire to
serve their Nation; because when they
put their bodies through this rigorous
engagement in sport day after day,
week after week, month after month,
hour after hour, minute after minute,
second after second, and deny them-
selves other extracurricular activities,
they do it for the passion of the sport,
for their recognition of excellence, but
also to go to the Olympics and make
their Nation proud.
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And so what we have put them
through with respect to not protecting
them against sexual assaults severely
undermines, again, and irreparably
harms them. With H.R. 1973, we have
an opportunity to ensure that that
never happens again.

The need for this legislation is best
illustrated by the ongoing scandal of
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widespread abuse and exploitation of
young gymnasts over the course of 20
years within USA Gymnastics—a
prominent governing body of the U.S.
Olympic Committee—in particular, by
a physician starting back in 1997 who
engaged in such activities.

Allegations against him were not re-
ported to law enforcement until re-
cently; and following the first public
complaint against him in 2015, more
than 100 women filed complaints accus-
ing him of sexual abuse, and he now
faces more than 20 criminal charges in
Federal and State courts.

Again, this legislation is to turn the
light on those who have quietly abused
these young men and women and, as
well, done it with impunity because no
vehicle was provided for these young
people to be able to ensure that they
would not be assaulted again.

The integrity that we bring to this
process with this legislation, the com-
fort that we give to families and par-
ents when they entrust their children
to those who are coaches, doctors, lead-
ers of teams, sponsors of teams is vi-
tally important. And the protections of
this bill, of reporting and ensuring that
the light continues to stay on and the
darkness never comes for that young
athlete who seeks that golden platform
or that first place or second place or
third place, or even to participate, that
they can do it with the affirmation
that the Nation believes in their pro-
tection and their security and that
they should never, never, never face
this alone.

I rise to support the legislation, H.R.
1973, and I ask my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN).

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Chair, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I would like to first express my
thanks and appreciation as well to the
gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs.
BROOKS), who is bringing this legisla-
tion forward, H.R. 1973, of which I am a
proud cosponsor. The bill is the Pro-
tecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse Act.

Every year, Mr. Chair, thousands of
amateur athletes begin their journey
with the goal of one day being able to
represent the United States at the
Olympics. This journey is often filled
with years of dedication, of sacrifice, of
multiple setbacks, all in the hopes of
rising to the top of their craft.

Unfortunately, for some, this journey
has also been scarred by sexual abuse,
and often this abuse comes from those
who are closest to our young athletes.
These are the individuals that have
been entrusted by families all around
the country to look after them, to take
care of them, to look after these loved
ones during their training.

The bill today in the House that we
are taking up is a step in the right di-
rection to help ensure that athletes are
better protected. It requires mandatory
and immediate reporting of incidents
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of child sexual abuse to both local and
Federal law enforcement. No organiza-
tion should be able to stand idly by
when a child is placed in harm’s way
and becomes a victim.

The bill also directs our amateur ath-
letic governing bodies to develop and
implement rigorous training and over-
sight practices to prevent abuse of ath-
letes in the future. Mr. Chair, our ama-
teur athletes and their families should
never ever have to worry about their
children being abused by those who are
closest to them, often in a very trusted
relationship.

We need to pass this critical legisla-
tion to give families the peace of mind
and prevent abuse. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan bill.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Chair, let me close by saying
that protecting young victims from
sexual abuse is a necessary measure
that will help ensure that young ath-
letes in this country are able to pursue
their athletic dreams in a safe environ-
ment and free of exploitation and
abuse.

This bill imposes an affirmative duty
on coaches, trainers, instructors, doc-
tors, and the like to protect the young
athletes who have been entrusted to
their tutelage. This bill establishes
remedies for those who might be
harmed, and this bill mandates train-
ing and oversight to encourage compli-
ance, vigilance, and protection.

I thank Chairman GOODLATTE for fa-
cilitating the prompt consideration of
this bill, and the Judiciary Committee.
I also want to recognize the leadership
of Senator FEINSTEIN, the ranking
member of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, who authored the Senate
version of this bill and who has been
the leading voice in Congress in de-
manding we address these issues.

Finally, I note that this important
bipartisan legislation is supported by
many advocacy groups including the
National Center for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children; the National Chil-
dren’s Alliance; the National Center for
Victims of Crime; Rape, Abuse & Incest
National Network; and the TUnited
States Olympic Committee, as well as
several of its national governing bod-
ies.

For the foregoing reasons, I urge all
of my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 1973, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, I thank Mr. CONYERS, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, and all of those who have
spoken in support of this bill this
morning, the Protecting Young Vic-
tims from Sexual Abuse Act.

It is exactly as it has been described.
It is an important moment for us, in a
bipartisan consensus that we have
reached, to protect our young athletes.
It has been articulated well, the pur-
pose behind the bill, and it is a proud
moment for all of us as we stand for
these young athletes to defend them as
they perform and use their God-given
talents that make our Nation so proud.
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So, without belaboring the point, Mr.
Chairman, I just want to commend,
again, Mrs. BROOKS for introducing this
important legislation, and I also urge
all of my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Chair, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 1973—Pro-
tecting Young Victims From Sexual Abuse Act.

Since my time as a US Attorney and federal
prosecutor, | have been committed to battling
child exploitation and abuse.

Last year, | was shocked—along with much
of the country—when the Indianapolis Star
published an investigative piece that exposed
troubling allegations of sexual abuse at USA
Gymnastics programs across the country.

According to their report, over the last 20
years, at least 368 young people—some
Olympic hopefuls—were the victims of sexual
abuse at the hands of adults they trusted—
coaches, trainers, doctors and other adults as-
sociated with USA Gymnastics. They reported
the abuse to USA Gymnastics—and unfortu-
nately, USA Gymnastics failed, in many cases,
to report their abuse to law enforcement au-
thorities.

The article shed light on their stories and in-
spired the legislation that is before us today.
According to the more than 5,600 pages of
USA Gymnastics records released by the Indy
Star, some of the 54 coaches who had been
accused of sexual abuse by young athletes in
their care weren’t banned from gymnastics
until years after their history of abuse had
been reported to and kept in complaint files by
USA Gymnastics.

One USA Gymnastics doctor, Dr. Nassar—
abused young women and girls for more than
20 years, and more than 100 women have
come forward today to share their stories of
abuse at his hands.

| understand how challenging it is to share
painful stories of sexual abuse, and | am
proud of the brave gymnasts who have shared
their stories. Stories that should never have
happened, and stories that went inexcusably
unanswered.

Their stories demand our attention and ac-
tion.

Not only to provide victims with the justice
denied to them for so long, but also to protect
future generations of Olympic hopefuls.

| want to acknowledge the work of Senator
DIANNE FEINSTEIN of California who is leading
this bill in the Senate, and my colleagues in
the Bipartisan Women’s Caucus who joined
me to offer the Protecting Young Victims from
Sexual Abuse Act. Our legislation is an impor-
tant step towards protecting our young ath-
letes.

Our legislation addresses this dangerous si-
lence that, as the Indy Star investigative piece
showed, plagued the USA Gymnastics. A si-
lence that led to more girls being abused, hurt,
and harmful coaches who faced little to no re-
percussions for their heinous actions.

The abuse should have been first and fore-
most, prevented. The system utterly failed
when the abuse was not detected, and not
promptly reported. The Olympic community
failed and must do better.

Our bill makes sure that national governing
bodies entrusted with the health and well-
being of young athletes and future Olympians
promptly report any allegations of sexual
abuse to law enforcement authorities and im-
plement stronger policies and procedures to
prevent this from happening again.
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| applaud SENATOR FEINSTEIN and my col-
leagues in the House who joined the effort to
move this important legislation forward, and
applaud the victims who shared their story to
protect others.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired. Pursuant to the rule,
the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the 5-minute rule.

In lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on the Judiciary, print-
ed in the bill, it shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the pur-
pose of amendment under the 5-minute
rule an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-20. That
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read.

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows:

H.R. 1973

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Protecting
Young Victims from Sexual Abuse Act of 2017°.
SEC. 2. REQUIRED REPORTING OF CHILD AND

SEXUAL ABUSE AT FACILITIES
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF AMA-
TEUR SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS REC-
OGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE.

(a) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Section 226 of
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
13031) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘A person who’ and inserting
the following:

‘(1) COVERED PROFESSIONALS.—A person
who’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(2) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—A covered indi-
vidual who learns of facts that give reason to
suspect that a child has suffered an incident of
child abuse shall as soon as possible make a re-
port of the suspected abuse to the agency des-
ignated by the Attorney General under sub-
section (d).”’;

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter preceding
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ and
inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’;

(3) in subsection (c)—

(4) in paragraph (7), by striking “and’ at the
end;

(B) in paragraph (8), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

““(9) the term ‘covered facility’ means a facil-
ity over which a national governing body has
Jjurisdiction,

‘““(10) the term ‘covered individual’ means an
adult who is authorized by a covered facility or
by a national governing body to interact with a
minor or amateur athlete at the covered facility
or at any event sanctioned by the covered facil-
ity; and

‘““(11) the term ‘national governing body’ has
the meaning given the term in section 220501(b)
of title 36, United States Code.”’;

(4) in subsection (d), in the first sentence, by
inserting ‘“‘and for all covered facilities’ after
“‘reside’’;

(5) in subsection (f), in the first sentence—

(A) by striking “‘and on all” and inserting
“on all’; and

(B) by inserting ‘“‘and for all covered facili-
ties,”’ after “‘lands,’’;

(6) in subsection (h), by inserting ‘“‘and all
covered individuals,”” after “‘facilities,”’; and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

“(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to require a victim of
child abuse to self-report the abuse.”.
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(b) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO REPORT.—Sec-
tion 2258 of title 18, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after ‘‘facility,”’ the fol-
lowing: “‘or a covered individual (as described in
subsection (a)(2) of such section 226) who’’.

SEC. 3. CIVIL REMEDY FOR PERSONAL INJURIES.

Section 2255 of title 18, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the
following:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person who, while a
minor, was a victim of a violation of section
1589, 1590, 1591, 2241(c), 2242, 2243, 2251, 2251A,
2262, 22524, 2260, 2421, 2422, or 2423 of this title
and who suffers personal injury as a result of
such violation, regardless of whether the injury
occurred while such person was a minor, may
sue in any appropriate United States District
Court and shall recover the actual damages
such person sustains or liquidated damages in
the amount of $150,000, and the cost of the ac-
tion, including reasonable attorney’s fees and
other litigation costs reasonably incurred. The
court may also award punitive damages and
such other preliminary and equitable relief as
the court determines to be appropriate.’’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘filed with-
in’ and all that follows through the end and in-
serting the following: ‘‘file—

“(1) not later than 10 years after the date on
which the plaintiff reasonably discovers the
later of—

““(A) the violation that forms the basis for the
claim; or

“(B) the injury that forms the basis for the
claim; or

“(2) not later than 10 years after the date on
which a legal disability ends.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(c) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—

‘(1) VENUE.—Any action brought under sub-
section (a) may be brought in the district court
of the United States that meets applicable re-
quirements relating to venue under section 1391
of title 28.

“(2) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action
brought under subsection (a), process may be
served in any district in which the defendant—

“(A) is an inhabitant; or

“(B) may be found.”.

SEC. 4. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES
OF AMATEUR SPORTS ORGANIZA-
TIONS RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED
STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO
PREVENT THE ABUSE OF MINOR AND
AMATEUR ATHLETES.

(a) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITIES.—Section
220523(a) of title 36, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (7), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(8) develop training, oversight practices,
policies, and procedures to prevent the abuse,
including physical abuse and sexual abuse, of
any minor or amateur athlete by any adult.”’.

(b) ADDITIONAL DUTIES.—Section 220524 of
such title is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—’’ before
“For the sport’’;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(3) in paragraph (9), by striking the period
and inserting a semicolon; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

““(10) develop and enforce policies, mecha-
nisms, and procedures to prevent the abuse, in-
cluding physical abuse and sexual abuse, of any
minor or amateur athlete, including—

“(4) requiring all adults authorized by a na-
tional governing body or a member of a national
governing body to interact with a minor or ama-
teur athlete at an amateur sports organization
facility or at any event sanctioned by a national
governing body or a member of a national gov-
erning body, to report facts that give reason to
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suspect child abuse, including sexual abuse, as
required by relevant Federal or State law, to
law enforcement authorities and other appro-
priate authorities, including an entity des-
ignated by the corporation to investigate and re-
solve such allegations;

‘““(B) establishing a mechanism, approved by a
trained expert on child abuse, that allows an in-
dividual to easily report an incident of child
abuse as described in subparagraph (A) to the
national governing body or another authority,
including an entity designated by the corpora-
tion;

“(C) procedures to ensure that covered indi-
viduals are instructed to avoid one-on-one situ-
ations with any amateur athlete who is a minor
(other than such an athlete for whom the cov-
ered individual is a legal guardian) at an ama-
teur sports organization facility, at any event
sanctioned by a mnational governing body, or
any event sanctioned by a member of a national
governing body, without being observable or in-
terruptible by another adult; and

‘(D) oversight procedures, including regular
and random audits, not to exceed once a year,
conducted by subject matter experts unaffiliated
with the national governing body, of all mem-
bers and adults described in subparagraph (A)
to ensure that policies and procedures developed
under this paragraph are followed correctly and
that consistent training is offered and given to
all members regarding prevention of sexual
abuse; and

““(11) in the case of a national governing body
with jurisdiction over more than one amateur
sports organization facility or event, establish a
mechanism by which—

““(A) the national governing body can—

‘(i) receive a report of suspected sexual mis-
conduct by an adult authorized by a national
governing body or a member of a national gov-
erning body to interact with a minor or amateur
athlete at an amateur sports organization facil-
ity or at any event sanctioned by a mnational
governing body or a member of a national gov-
erning body; and

“(it) confidentially share a report received
under clause (i) with each of the other amateur
sports organizations, facilities, or members
under the jurisdiction of the national governing
body; and

“(B) an amateur sports organization, facility,
or member under the jurisdiction of the national
governing body can—

‘(i) review the reports received by the na-
tional governing body under subparagraph
(A)(i) to assess any allegations of sexual mis-
conduct made in such reports; and

““(ii) withhold providing to an adult who is
the subject of an allegation of sexual mis-
conduct in a report reviewed under clause (i)
authority to interact with a minor or amateur
athlete at such organization, facility, or event
until the resolution of such allegation.

““(b) LIMITED LIABILITY FOR THE UNITED
STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, NATIONAL GOV-
ERNING BODIES, AND AN ENTITY DESIGNATED BY
THE UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO IN-
VESTIGATE AND RESOLVE SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
ALLEGATIONS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graphs (2), no civil or criminal action may be
brought in any Federal or State court against
the United States Olympic Committee, a na-
tional governing body, or an amateur sports or-
ganization, facility, or event under the jurisdic-
tion of a national governing body, or an entity
designated by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee to investigate and resolve sexual mis-
conduct allegations described in subsection
(a)(11), including any director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent of such entity, if the action
arises from the execution of the responsibilities
or functions described in subsection (a)(11).

““(2) INTENTIONAL, RECKLESS, OR OTHER MIS-
CONDUCT.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a
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civil or criminal action if the United States
Olympic Committee, a national governing body,
an amateur sports organization, facility, or
event under the jurisdiction of a national gov-
erning body, or an entity designated by the
United States Olympic Committee to investigate
and resolve sexual misconduct allegations de-
scribed in subsection (a)(11), or a director, offi-
cer, employee, or agent of such entity acted or
failed to act—

““(A) with reckless disregard for a risk of caus-
ing injury; or

‘““(B) for a purpose unrelated to the perform-
ance of any responsibility or function described
in subsection (a)(11).

““(3) LIMITED EFFECT.—Nothing in this section
shall apply to any act or omission arising out of
any responsibility or function not described in
subsection (a)(11).”.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Section 220522 of
such title is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (a) shall be construed to limit the
ability of a national governing body to develop
a policy or procedure to prevent an individual
who is the subject of an allegation of sexual
misconduct from interacting with a minor or
amateur athlete until such time as the national
governing body, or an entity with applicable ju-
risdiction resolves such allegation.”’.

(d) REVIEW OF RECOGNITION OF AMATEUR
SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS AS NATIONAL GOVERNING
BODIES.—Section 220521(d) of title 36, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘may’’ each
place it appears and inserting “‘shall’’.

The CHAIR. No amendment to that
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those
printed in part A of House Report 115-
152. BEach such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the
report, by a Member designated in the
report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question.
AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. JOHNSON OF

LOUISIANA

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 1 printed in part
A of House Report 115-152.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, as the designee of Chairman
GOODLATTE, I have an amendment at
the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 2, strike line 16, and all that follows
through line 3 on page 3, and insert the fol-
lowing:

“(9) the term ‘covered individual’ means an
adult who is authorized by a national gov-
erning body or a member of a national gov-
erning body to interact with a minor or ama-
teur athlete at an amateur sports organiza-
tion facility or at any event sanctioned by a
national governing body or a member of a
national governing body;

‘“(10) the term ‘event’ includes travel, prac-
tice, competition, and health or medical
treatment; and

‘(11) the terms ‘amateur athlete’, ‘amateur
sports organization’, and ‘national governing
body’ have the meanings given such terms in
section 220501(b) of title 36, United States
Code.”.

Page 4, line 19, strike ‘‘file”” and insert
“filed”.
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Page 7, strike line 16 and all that follows
through line 25, and insert the following:

‘“(C) reasonable procedures designed to
avoid one-on-one interactions between an
amateur athlete who is a minor and an adult
(who is not the minor’s legal guardian) at an
amateur sports organization facility, at any
event sanctioned by a national governing
body, or any event sanctioned by a member
of a national governing body, without being
observable or interruptible by another adult,
except where the safety and welfare of the
minor requires; and”’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 352, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHNSON) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I am happy to introduce this man-
ager’s amendment to H.R. 1973, the
Protecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse Act. This amendment is very
simple. It defines who is covered by the
mandatory reporting requirement in
the underlying bill. The definition har-
monizes language with the underlying
statute, defining this class not by loca-
tion, but by simply keeping the juris-
dictional reference where it belongs: in
the national governing body or a mem-
ber of a national governing body.

The amendment also defines the term
“event” to include travel, practice,
competition, and health or medical
treatment. This definition is important
as events in USA Gymnastics revealed
abuse by USA Gymnastics’ team doctor
Larry Nassar, who molested dozens of
young girls under the guise of medical
treatment. Moreover, other allegations
of abuse show that it sometimes took
place during travel to various competi-
tions.

The amendment also clarifies duties
of national governing bodies. Under the
amendment, national governing bodies
must implement reasonable procedures
designed to avoid one-on-one inter-
actions between minors and adults that
are not within an observable or inter-
ruptible distance.

This amendment assures that the 47
different national governing bodies can
implement procedures that make
sense, given the sport they cover, the
reach of their influence, and the re-
sources available to them.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition, although I do not
oppose the bill or the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman from Michigan is recognized
for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of the amendment
offered by the gentleman and point out
that this amendment addresses the
provisions in the bill concerning one-
on-one interactions between young
athletes and the adults who work with
them.
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The existing version of the bill re-
quires the national governing bodies
instruct coaches, instructors, doctors,
and the like to avoid one-on-one situa-
tions with the young athletes that can-
not be observed or interrupted by an-
other adult. Under the proposed
change, national governing bodies will
be required to institute and enforce
reasonable procedures designed to
avoid one-on-one interactions between
young athletes and their coaches, in-
structors, and doctors that cannot be
observed or interrupted by another
adult.

Mr. GOODLATTE’s amendment also
harmonizes language used in the bill
with language in the underlying stat-
ute and makes technical and con-
forming changes.

I support this amendment and the
changes it makes to enhance H.R. 1973,
and I look forward to further discus-
sions of these provisions with the Sen-
ate, with the goal of producing a con-
sensus bill for enactment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I am
pleased to join the gentleman from
Louisiana and the ranking member
from Michigan in support of this
amendment. I think it has an under-
lying premise that we should all cele-
brate and attempt to ensure that it is
in place.

I, too, agree that I look forward to
reconciling the House and Senate bill,
but the amendment specifically ad-
dresses the provisions in the bill con-
cerning one-on-one interactions be-
tween young athletes and the adults
who they work with; and I believe the
clear understanding that we all hope
can be implemented is that we don’t
have one-on-one interactions without
overall supervision or other kids or
other adult participants so that we do
not create an atmosphere where a child
can be intimidated or abused.

Under the proposed change, national
governing bodies will be required to in-
stitute and enforce reasonable proce-
dures designed to avoid one-on-one
interactions between young athletes
and their coaches, instructors, and doc-
tors that cannot be observed or inter-
rupted by another adult.

First of all, we know that the ex-
panse of sports is expanding. There are
S0 many new sports, SO many new op-
portunities for adults, many com-
mitted and dedicated adults, but the
real issue is: Let’s protect the children.

Mr. Chair, I rise to support the Good-
latte amendment.

O 1000

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, in closing, I echo what has been
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said already, and I appreciate the com-
ments of my colleagues and acknowl-
edge, again, that the manager’s amend-
ment is very simple. It simply seeks to
clear up language and define these
terms. It is a necessary alteration to
the bill, and I encourage our colleagues
to support the amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. COSTA

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 2 printed in part
A of House Report 115-152.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 4, line 21, strike ‘‘reasonably’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 352, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CosTA) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Chair, as a co-chair
of the Victims’ Rights Caucus, along
with Congressman TED POE, we have
over 70 members, bipartisan, to focus
on protecting victims of crime. We also
try to ensure that we protect the VOCA
funding that goes for very worthwhile
efforts for organizations throughout
the country and to recognize and honor
every year those who stand out on be-
half of victims of crime.

I want to commend the chairman and
the ranking member for advancing this
legislation, as well as my Senate col-
leagues, because there is a companion
piece of legislation that is attempting
to address this horrible issue in which
you have so often young athletes—
Olympic-caliber athletes—some who
actually have participated in the
Olympics, who, at a very young age,
find themselves victims of these hor-
rific crimes, through no fault of their
own.

Sexual assault, in any form, is a hor-
rible crime and it leaves lasting dam-
age to its victims. Sadly, some victims
of assault are children who may be in-
capable of truly understanding what is
happening to them at the time. How-
ever, years later, when this poor child
comes to understand what happened,
they are faced with the reality that
someone who is supposed to be looking
after their well-being actually be-
trayed them. This leaves real and very
lasting damage that can take decades,
if not years, for the person to deal
with.

In some instances, sexual assault vic-
tims may not discover their injuries or
the violation until adulthood, years
after the abuse happened, years after
the processing of their own internal
trauma, years after feeling strong
enough finally to go public.
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A perfect example of this is in child
pornography. How is a young child sup-
posed to find, process, and accuse
someone of a crime that they simply
didn’t even know existed?

There are legitimate constitutional
debates dealing with the criminal and
civil process. We understand that. Cur-
rent and future legal scholars will de-
bate those. I am not a lawyer; I am a
farmer. But as a farmer, I know we
should be able to agree on one simple
principle, and that principle is that
these victims deserve their day in
court, they deserve due process, and
they deserve their time to face the per-
son who assaulted them and to ask
their fellow citizens or a judge for jus-
tice.

It is our responsibility to do what we
can to protect child victims and to en-
sure that they have access to the
courts. That is what this amendment is
all about.

Mr. Chairman, I want to, in the effort
of comity, offer this amendment, but I
will ask to respectfully withdraw the
amendment. This is an issue that is not
going to go away. I know there are dif-
ferent perceptions on how we deal with
this.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. COSTA. I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I appre-
ciate the gentleman’s remarks and his
support for this important legislation.

Victims should, of course, have rea-
sonable opportunity to seek justice and
face their accusers in court. This bill is
a good one and fair to all parties, and
I look forward to working with the
gentleman to get it to the President’s
desk.

Mr. COSTA. I will accept that and
continue to work with the gentleman
and Chairman GOODLATTE from Vir-
ginia, because, at the end of the day, to
have some success and to move this
forward, we are going to have to have
reconciliation between the Senate bill
and the House bill in how this is treat-
ed. I would hope that we would gain
that agreement, and then we could
move the legislation for signature.

Mr. Chair, I ask unanimous consent
to withdraw my amendment.

The CHAIR. Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The CHAIR. The amendment is with-
drawn.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. O’HALLERAN

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 3 printed in part
A of House Report 115-152.

Mr. OHALLERAN. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 7, line 25, strike ‘‘and’ at the end.

Page 8, insert after line 10 the following:

‘(E) requiring dedicated information and
resources, which may include sexual assault
hotlines and victims’ support resources, to
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be clearly listed on the national governing
body’s official website; and’’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 352, the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. O’HALLERAN) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Chair, as a
former law enforcement officer, I know
all too well what happens when our in-
stitutions fail to protect our most val-
ued and treasured among us: our chil-
dren.

The recent reports of young athletes
experiencing sexual assault and abuse
at the hands of trusted adults are not
just abhorrent, they are unacceptable.

Last year, tragically, one of our own
young gymnasts in Mesa, Arizona,
came forward after years of abuse by a
coach at his gym.

We must do better. No child any-
where should face the risk of abuse.
That is why I am proud to support the
bill before us today, which will go a
long way in protecting our young ath-
letes.

My bipartisan amendment, which is
cosponsored by Congresswoman SINEMA
and Congressman BIGGS, simply builds
on the underlying bill’s spirit by re-
quiring national governing bodies to
clearly list information and resources,
which may include sexual assault hot-
lines and victim support resources, on
their official websites.

As a former cop who has dealt with
vulnerable victims, I know from my ex-
perience that resources like sexual as-
sault hotlines are a critical tool be-
tween victims, families, local health
providers, and law enforcement.

Requiring governing bodies, like USA
Gymnastics, to clearly list this type of
information on their websites is an im-
portant step forward in ensuring sup-
port for victims and their families.

As adults and parents, we place our
children in the trusted hands of coach-
es, trainers, and others when we sup-
port and encourage their involvement
in sports.

We all know sports play such a crit-
ical role in so many of our commu-
nities. It is where we learn about team-
work, resilience, hard work, and perse-
verance. These spaces should be safe
for children to learn, grow, and develop
as healthy athletes and adults.

We have a moral obligation to ensure
our kids have protection and access to
the information they deserve. My com-
monsense amendment helps do just
that.

I thank Representative SINEMA and
Representative Biggs for their support
on this amendment, as well as the
sponsors of H.R. 1973 for their good
work on this important bill.

I urge my colleagues to support my
amendment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I claim the time in opposition,
although I am not opposed to this com-
monsense amendment, as has just been
articulated.
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The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I want to thank Mr. O’HALLERAN
and Mr. BIigGs for offering this amend-
ment. It will help to prevent abuse at
these national governing bodies and, as
stated, it will encourage children to re-
port abuse when they are able to quick-
ly and easily access this information.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA).

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Chair, I thank Mr.
O’HALLERAN for yielding and for his
leadership on this important issue.

Sexual abuse is abhorrent. It is par-
ticularly abhorrent when it is con-
ducted by an individual in a position of
authority: a coach, a trainer, a teach-
er.

The community of Mesa, Arizona,
which Mr. BicGGs and I represent, was
rocked by a tragic event in which a
young athlete was abused for at least 3
years before receiving help. Had he or
other young athletes experiencing
similar nightmares had access to re-
sources and support, perhaps the night-
mare could have ended sooner, perhaps
it could have been prevented.

Our bipartisan amendment is simple.
It builds on a very good bipartisan bill
by requiring governing bodies to list
dedicated information and resources
for victims and families on official
websites.

No individual should suffer from sex-
ual abuse. No family should go without
support when they are in need.

I thank the two gentlemen, my
friends from Arizona, Mr. O’HALLERAN
and Mr. BI1GGS, for cosponsoring this
amendment. I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on our amendment and to
support the underlying bill.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Louisiana for his cour-
tesies. I want to enthusiastically con-
gratulate and thank the gentlemen and
gentlewoman from Arizona for respond-
ing to their constituents and answering
a question positively about protecting
our young people.

I spoke earlier today about what hap-
pens with young people and their aspi-
rations when they engage in sports.
They want to win, but they also want
to, if you will, to impress adults and to
show that they can do the very best
that they can do.

So I want to congratulate them for
this amendment that advances the pur-
poses and goals of protecting young
victims from sexual abuse by requiring
the national governing bodies to in-
clude resources and information re-
garding sexual assault and having sex-
ual assault hotlines and other victim
support services on their websites.
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With this new technology, it will be
at their fingertips. They don’t have to,
in essence, expose themselves. They
can get this information and readily
access the very people that will help
them.

So I want to congratulate the man-
ager, Mr. CONYERS, and, of course, the
chairman of the committee and the
proponents of the underlying bill. I
want to congratulate Mr. O’HALLERAN.
His efforts here are to be commended,
and I thank him for this insightful
amendment to the legislation.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, as amended.

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. Under the rule, the Com-
mittee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MCCARTHY) having assumed the chair,
Mr. POLIQUIN, Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 1973) to prevent the sexual abuse
of minors and amateur athletes by re-
quiring the prompt reporting of sexual
abuse to law enforcement authorities,
and for other purposes, and, pursuant
to House Resolution 352, he reported
the bill back to the House with an
amendment adopted in the Committee
of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoOLIQUIN). Under the rule, the previous
question is ordered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment to the amendment re-
ported from the Committee of the
Whole?

If not, the question is on the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute, as
amended.

The amendment was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

0 1015

PROTECTING AGAINST CHILD
EXPLOITATION ACT OF 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 352, I call up
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the bill (H.R. 1761) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to criminalize the
knowing consent of the visual depic-
tion, or live transmission, of a minor
engaged in sexually explicit conduct,
and for other purposes, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). Pursuant to
House Resolution 352, in lieu of the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-19 is adopt-
ed, and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 1761

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Against Child Ezxploitation Act of 2017°’.

SEC. 2. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN.

Section 2251 of title 18, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by amending subsections (a) and (b) to
read as follows:

‘“(a) Any person who, in a circumstance de-
scribed in subsection (f), knowingly—

‘“(1) employs, uses, persuades, induces, en-
tices, or coerces a minor to engage in any sexru-
ally explicit conduct for the purpose of pro-
ducing any visual depiction of such conduct, or
transmitting a live visual depiction of such con-
duct;

““(2) produces or causes to be produced a vis-
ual depiction of a minor engaged in any sexu-
ally explicit conduct where the production of
such visual depiction involves the use of a minor
engaging in sexually explicit conduct and such
visual depiction is of such conduct;

“(3) transmits or causes to be transmitted a
live visual depiction of a minor engaged in any
sexually explicit conduct;

‘““(4) has a minor assist any other person to
engage in any sexually explicit conduct during
the commission of an offense set forth in para-
graphs (1) through (3) of this subsection; or

“(5) tramsports any minor in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce with the intent
that such minor be used in the production or
live transmission of a visual depiction of a
minor engaged in any sexually explicit conduct,
shall be punished as provided under subsection
(e).

“(b) Any parent, legal guardian, or person
having custody or control of a minor who, in a
circumstance described in subsection (f), know-
ingly permits such minor to engage in, or to as-
sist any other person to engage in, sexually ex-
plicit conduct knowing that a visual depiction
of such conduct will be produced or transmitted
shall be punished as provided under subsection
(e).”’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘employs, uses, persuades, in-
duces, entices, or coerces any minor to engage
in, or who has a minor assist any other person
to engage in, any sexually explicit conduct’ and
inserting ‘‘engages in any conduct described in
paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (a)’’;
and

(ii) by striking *‘, for the purpose of producing
any visual depiction of such conduct,’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)(4), by inserting after
“transported’’ the following: ‘“‘or transmitted’’;
and
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(C) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting after
“transports’ the following; ‘‘or transmits’’;

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(f) The circumstances referred to in sub-
sections (a) and (b) are—

‘(1) that the person knows or has reason to
know that such visual depiction will be—

‘“(A) transported or transmitted using any
means or facility of interstate or foreign com-
merce;

“(B) transported or transmitted in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce; or

“(C) mailed;

‘““(2) the wvisual depiction was produced or
transmitted wusing materials that have been
mailed, or shipped or transported in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce by any means,
including by computer;

“(3) such visual depiction has actually been—

‘“(A) transported or transmitted using any
means or facility of interstate or foreign com-
merce;

‘““(B) transported or transmitted in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce; or

“(C) mailed; or

‘““(4) any part of the offense occurred in a ter-
ritory or possession of the United States or with-
in the special maritime and territorial jurisdic-
tion of the United States.

“(9) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this section, mo criminal charge under sub-
section (a)(3) may be brought against an elec-
tronic communication service provider or remote
computing service provider unless such provider
has intentionally transmitted or caused to be
transmitted a visual depiction with actual
knowledge that such depiction is of a minor en-
gaged in sexually explicit conduct, nor may any
such criminal charge be brought if barred by the
provisions of section 2258B.°".

SEC. 3. LIMITED LIABILITY FOR CERTAIN PER-
SONS WHEN RESPONDING TO
SEARCH WARRANTS OR OTHER
LEGAL PROCESS.

Section 2258B of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘from the
response to a search warrant or other legal
process or’’ before “‘from the performance’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(C), by inserting ‘‘the
response to a search warrant or other legal
process or to’’ before ‘‘the performance of any
responsibility .

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 1
hour of debate, it shall be in order to
consider the further amendment print-
ed in part B of House Report 115-152, if
offered by the Member designated in
the report, which shall be considered
read, shall be separately debatable for
the time specified in the report equally
divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, and shall not
be subject to a demand for a division of
the question.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1761.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, today I rise in strong
support of H.R. 1761, the Protecting
Against Child Exploitation Act of 2017,
and urge my colleagues to do the same.
I would like to note that May is Na-
tional Missing Children’s Month and
today marks National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day. It is an honor to be on the
floor here today as we continue our
mission to protect these innocent vic-
tims.

We have made great strides toward
ending child exploitation. However,
gaps still exist in our laws that are
contrary to Congress’ goal of pro-
tecting children and criminalizing the
production of images of child sexual
abuse.

H.R. 1761 takes necessary steps to
close an unfortunate loophole created
by a Fourth Circuit decision in United
States v. Palomino-Coronado—a case
in which a defendant was able to walk
free from Federal conviction despite
photographic evidence he had engaged
in the sexual abuse of a 7-year-old
child.

On May 3, 2012, Prince George’s Coun-
ty police officers responded to a home
in Laurel, Maryland, based on a report
of a missing 7-year-old child known as
“B.H.” Officers found the child at the
fence that separated her house and her
neighbor’s house. Upon investigation,
it was uncovered that the neighbor,
Anthony Palomino-Coronado, a 19-
year-old male, had sexually molested
the child.

At trial, the jury found the defendant
guilty of knowingly employing, using,
persuading, inducing, enticing, or co-
ercing a minor in sexually explicit con-
duct, for the purpose of producing a
visual depiction of that conduct—in
other words, for the production of child
pornography. The defendant appealed

his conviction, alleging insufficient
evidence.
Incredibly, the Fourth Circuit va-

cated the defendant’s conviction, find-
ing there was insufficient evidence the
defendant’s sexual abuse of the 7-year-
old girl was ‘‘for the purpose of”’ cre-
ating an image of such conduct. The
court found that, though the defendant
engaged in sexual conduct with a child,
“the fact that only one image was pro-
duced militates against finding that
his intent in doing so was to take a pic-
ture.”

Essentially, the court decided that
the defendant had engaged in sexual
conduct with a 7-year-old and taken a
picture but had not engaged in sexual
conduct with a 7-year-old to take a pic-
ture. To me, this is a preposterous, of-
fensive result.

Under the Fourth Circuit’s reasoning
in Palomino, a defendant could admit
to sexually abusing a child, and memo-
rializing the conduct, but could argue
that he should, nonetheless, escape
Federal conviction because he lacked
the requisite purpose or specific intent,
prior to initiating the sexual abuse. In-
deed, defense attorneys have begun to
raise these Palomino defenses in other
courts.
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In response to Palomino, H.R. 1761 es-
tablishes additional bases of liability
to the crime of production of child por-
nography. Specifically, the bill clari-
fies existing law by prohibiting the
knowing production of, or knowingly
causing the production of, a visual de-
piction of a real minor engaged in sexu-
ally explicit conduct.

Additionally, H.R. 1761 amends cur-
rent law to prohibit the knowing trans-
mission of, or knowingly causing the
transmission of, a live visual depiction
of a minor engaged in sexually explicit
conduct while also criminalizing the
knowing creation of the visual depic-
tion of a minor engaged in sexually ex-
plicit conduct.

This language will serve to fix this
judicially created loophole and ensure
our court system will not have to
spend time evaluating this meritless
defense and will make certain preda-
tors such as this will not be able to es-
cape Federal consequences.

Mr. Speaker, with this bill, Congress’
intent is clear. We must continue to
protect our children, the most vulner-
able and innocent members of society.
I commend the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHNSON), a member of the
Judiciary Committee, for introducing
this important legislation, and I urge
my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time, and I ask unanimous consent
that the gentleman from Louisiana
(Mr. JOHNSON) may control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and rise in opposition to this bill.

Mr. Speaker, this bill restructures
section 2251 of title 18 of the United
States Code as apparently requested by
the unit at the Department of Justice
that enforces the laws against child
pornography.

H.R. 1761 is intended to address limi-
tations in the prosecution of cases pur-
suant to section 2251, as identified by
the Department.

While we all agree that no child por-
nography offense should go
unpunished, we cannot overlook the
consequences of mandatory minimum
sentencing.

Section 2251(a) prohibits the use of a
child to produce child pornography and
related conduct, including overseas
production and advertising child por-
nography.

Pursuant to this bill, two new of-
fenses would be added to this section to
prohibit the production of child por-
nography and the transmission of live
depictions of a child engaged in sexu-
ally explicit conduct, such as live-
streaming abuse online.

This measure would also modify the
existing offense that prohibits having a
minor assist in sexually explicit con-
duct for the purpose of producing or
transmitting child pornography. As
amended, this offense would prohibit
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having a minor assist in sexually ex-
plicit conduct that violates each of the
three newly enumerated production of-
fenses, except the transportation of a
minor for use in child pornography pro-
duction.

In addition, it would amend the pro-
hibition against the production of child
pornography abroad to forbid the live
transmission of child pornography pro-
duced abroad.

The jurisdictional requirement for
each of the offenses enumerated in sec-
tion 2251, except the production of
child pornography abroad, would be
codified in a separate subsection. Other
portions of the bill would be modified
to follow the restructure of the statute
for consistency.

Unfortunately, current law sets forth
a series of mandatory minimum terms
of imprisonment for production of
child pornography offenses. First-time
offenses are punishable by mandatory
imprisonment of at least 15 years; of-
fenders with a prior conviction face
mandatory imprisonment for at least
25 years; and offenders with two or
more prior convictions must be sen-
tenced to imprisonment of at least 35
years.

By modifying and expanding section
2261 to include several new ways in
which to violate the prohibition
against the production of child pornog-
raphy, the bill would subject new class-
es of defendants to mandatory min-
imum sentences. Although the bill does
not establish new mandatory minimum
sentences, it would—in this way—ex-
pand the application of the existing
mandatory minimums, which I oppose.

Mandatory minimums have been
studied extensively and found to dis-
tort rational sentencing systems, dis-
criminate against minorities, waste
taxpayers’ money, and violate common
sense. Under mandatory minimum sen-
tences, regardless of the nature and
circumstances surrounding the offense,
the role of the offender in the par-
ticular crime, and the history and
characteristics of the offender, a judge
must impose a sentence set by the leg-
islature.

Even if everyone involved in a case—
from the arresting officer, prosecutor,
and judge to the victim—believes that
the mandatory minimum would be an
unjust sentence for a particular defend-
ant in a case, it still must be imposed.
Mandatory minimum sentences are the
wrong way to determine punishment
under this or any other statute.

During the Judiciary Committee’s
consideration of this bill, the com-
mittee rejected an amendment that
would have eliminated the applicable
mandatory minimums in the current
statute but would still have allowed
judges to sentence these offenders to
lengthy sentences up to the existing
statutory maximums.

Because those changes were not
made, the bill continues to present
problems with mandatory minimums.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I must op-
pose this legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCAR-
THY).

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, before
I begin, I want to thank the gentleman
for his leadership on this issue to help
save those who have been trafficked
across not only just America, but
around the world.

Mr. Speaker, they didn’t list her
name in the report, and that makes
sense. It all happened before she even
reached the age of 16. So to protect her
identity, they called her Tonya.

She ran away from home and ended
up living with a man they called Eddie.
Eddie was the stepdad of one of her
classmates. Tonya and Eddie started a
relationship. Tonya felt that she really
loved him. Eddie took advantage of
that, and he pressured Tonya into a life
no child should have to live.

Tonya was saved in large part by
luck. A tip to the police led to action
by the Federal special agent. And now
Eddie is behind bars finishing the sec-
ond year of his 12-year prison sentence.
Meanwhile, Tonya is just trying to re-
turn to a normal life.

Mr. Speaker, I wish I could say this
story wasn’t true, that these fictitious
names didn’t reflect hard reality. I
wish I could say it was isolated. I wish
I could say that this type of thing
doesn’t happen here in America, but it
does.

It repeats itself with different details
even more disturbing than Tonya’s
story in towns and cities across our Na-
tion. It is not just sex trafficking. It is
forced labor. It is exploitation. It is
slavery. And every single instance cries
out against the moral truth written on
every human heart.

Now, the numbers are staggering. 20.9
million people are trafficked globally.
Of that number, over a quarter are
children. The majority are pressed to
work for little to no wages. And 4.5
million of these people are victims of
forced sexual exploitation.

Here in America, there were 7,572
cases of human trafficking reported in
2016. That is an increase of 35 percent
over just the year before. My home
State of California is particularly dire.
Of all the cases in the Nation, 1,323
come from California.

Though we need no explanation for
why we are passing anti-trafficking
and exploitation legislation today, I
think it helps that we understand the
magnitude of this evil.

We have, in this body, voted on 11
bills so far. Today we will vote on two
more by the gentlewoman from Indiana
(Mrs. BROOKS) and the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON). Altogether,
these bills address many aspects of this
problem: international trafficking, re-
cording and transmission of child por-
nography, abuse uncovered on the U.S.
Olympic teams, the handling of trauma
cases in our justice system.

I don’t believe that these bills alone
will end human trafficking or exploi-
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tation in and of themselves, but they
will help. They will help prevent these
crimes, they will help the victims re-
cover, and they will bring us closer to
a world where every person, especially
those who need us most, won’t be
abused but will be truly loved.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for his work in this effort.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to H.R. 1761.

I first want to point out that the case
outlined by the chair of the Judiciary
Committee that failed in Federal court
could have been brought in State court
and the defendant would have been sub-
jected to extremely long, lengthy pris-
on time for the heinous conduct that
he had participated in.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation expands
the use of preexisting mandatory min-
imum sentences. Although the bill does
not technically create new mandatory
minimums, it does expose additional
defendants to preexisting mandatory
minimum sentences of 15, 25, and 35
years.

While I support the underlying goal
of punishing sex offenders—and they
should be punished harshly—the use of
mandatory minimums has time and
time again been shown to be inappro-
priate.

This expansion of mandatory min-
imum sentences comes on the heels of
the Attorney General’s memorandum
of May 12, 2017, which has been roundly
criticized for directing all Federal
prosecutors to pursue the most serious
charges and maximum sentences, to in-
clude mandatory minimum sentences.
This directive takes away from Federal
prosecutors and judges the ability to
individually assess the unique cir-
cumstances of each case, including any
factors that may mitigate against im-
posing mandatory minimum sentences.

This law is particularly appalling be-
cause it would apply to people who I
think we should all agree should not be
subject to these long mandatory min-
imum sentences. I am talking about
teenagers. Teenage sexting is wide-
spread. Under this law, teenagers who
engage in consensual conduct and send
photos of a sexual nature to their
friends or even to each other may be
prosecuted and the judge must sen-
tence them to at least 15 years in pris-
on.

The law explicitly states that the
mandatory minimums will apply equal-
ly to an attempt or a conspiracy. That
means if a teenager attempts to obtain
a photo of sexually explicit conduct by
requesting it from his teenage
girlfriend, the judge must sentence
that teenager to prison for at least 15
years for making such an attempt. If a
teenager goads a friend to ask a teen-
ager to take a sexually explicit image
of herself, just by asking, he could be
guilty of conspiracy or attempt, and
the judge must sentence that teenager
to at least 15 years in prison.
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Under the Federal code,
“sexually explicit conduct” includes
actual or simulated conduct. That
means if a teenager asks another teen-
ager for a photo simulating sex, even if
the minor is fully clothed, that at-
tempt would violate the law and the
teenager must get a sentence of at
least 15 years mandatory minimum for
making that attempt.

This law does not allow the judge to
consider whether or not the conduct
may have been consensual between mi-
nors. This circumstance is irrelevant
when the sentence is mandatory.

For decades now, the extensive re-
search and evidence has demonstrated
that mandatory minimum sentences
fail to reduce crime, discriminate
against minorities, waste the tax-
payers’ money, and often require a
judge to impose sentences so bizarre
that they violate common sense.

Unfortunately, there are already too
many mandatory minimums in the
Federal code. If we ever expect to do
anything about the problem and actu-
ally address this major driver of mass
incarceration, the first step we have to
take is to stop passing new mandatory
minimums or bills that expand existing
mandatory minimums.

Mr. Speaker, we have to recognize
that mandatory minimums in the code
did not get there all at once. They got
there one at a time, each part of a larg-
er bill, which, on balance, might seem
like a good idea. Therefore, the only
way to stop passing new mandatory
minimums is to stop passing bills that
contain or broaden the application of
mandatory minimums.

Giving lip service to the suggestion
that you would have preferred that the
mandatory minimum had not been in
the bill and then voting for the bill
anyway not only creates that new man-
datory minimum, but it also guaran-
tees that mandatory minimums will be
included in the next crime bill.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would not be
controversial if it did not contain man-
datory minimums, but, unfortunately,
it does. Therefore, I urge my colleagues
to vote “‘no”” on H.R. 1761.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I am honored today to speak in sup-
port of my legislation, the Protecting
Against Child Exploitation Act, which
aims to close a court-created loophole,
and as the title suggests, further pro-
tect our children from predators.

When I first arrived to Congress after
almost 20 years of litigating constitu-
tional law cases and drafting legisla-
tion for municipalities to control the
proliferation of sexually oriented busi-
nesses, I was deeply concerned to learn
that this particular loophole even ex-
isted in current Federal law, which es-
sentially allows a child rapist to admit
to sexually abusing a child and yet still
evade punishment.

The background is important to reit-
erate. As my chairman stated moments
ago, this comes from a 2015 case,
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United States v. Palomino-Coronado,
where the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fourth Circuit reversed the conviction
of a child sex offender simply because
the court determined the perpetrator
lacked specific intent to record the dis-
gusting images that were found on the
offender’s smartphone. This is despite
the fact that the defendant admitted to
sexually abusing the 7T-year-old child
from next door and memorializing the
conduct.

In its opinion, the court decided the
lack of purpose or specific intent was
enough to overturn the conviction,
even though the defendant himself
took the photo of the heinous act and
subsequently admitted to sexually
abusing this child. This is absolutely in
clear contradiction of our responsi-
bility and this Congress’ intention to
protect America’s children.

In Scripture, Romans 13 refers to the
governing authorities as ‘“‘God’s serv-
ants, agents of wrath to bring punish-
ment on the wrongdoer.” I, for one, be-
lieve we have a moral obligation, as
any just government should, to defend
the defenseless.

My legislation presents a simple fix
and updates title 18 of the U.S. Code to
ensure future defendants are not able
to circumvent the law by simply claim-
ing a lack of intent, especially after
knowingly creating a visual depiction
of a minor engaged in sexually con-
duct.

More specifically, my legislation
amends section 2251 of title 18 to pro-
hibit the production and transmission
of a visual depiction of a real minor en-
gaged in sexually explicit conduct.

Furthermore, it amends current law
to include prohibiting the depiction of
a minor assisting any person in engag-
ing in a sexually explicit act.

Lastly, to clarify potential cir-
cumstances of misinterpretation of the
statute and to ensure the statute is not
used erroneously to prosecute internet
services providers when they have not
engaged in wrongdoing, my legislation
emphasizes that to be criminally liable
under section (a)(3), an internet service
provider must have actual knowledge
that the child pornography is on its
server and that it must intentionally
transmit that image or intentionally
cause its transmission.

We also take the step of prohibiting
any criminal or civil liability for inter-
net service providers who are required
to transmit child pornography to law
enforcement in response to a legal
process, such as a search warrant in
child exploitation cases. Of course, we
would never anticipate a prosecution of
an internet service provider for merely
responding to a legal process, but it is
my hope that explicitly providing for
this immunity in the statute will fur-
ther enhance the relationship between
internet service providers and law en-
forcement to work together to combat
these predators.

In answer to the opposition that we
have heard here, it is important to re-
iterate this legislation does not create
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new mandatory minimums. However, 1
would like to address the comments re-
garding the current law on mandatory
minimum penalties under the produc-
tion of child pornography statute.

There is simply no evidence that Fed-
eral prosecutors are abusing this stat-
ute. I think we should all recognize
that producing child pornography is a
horrific crime. It often means luring
young children into acts that no one,
man, woman, or child, should be forced
to do.

It is not a photograph of a nude
child. It is something far worse. Each
photo is a crime scene. Such a horrific
act by the perpetrator requires the
maximum amount of legal deterrents.

While mandatory minimums have
reached much scrutiny in the drug
statutes, in this venue for this statute,
there could be no doubt that the pen-
alties that exist under current law are
appropriate. Child sexual exploitation
is vastly underreported. The number of
images of child pornography Kkeeps
growing and the images are becoming
more and more depraved. The harm is
too great to these victims not to have
significant penalties available to deter
this conduct and punish the producers
of child pornography.

Every time an image of child pornog-
raphy is viewed, the victim gets re-
victimized. Once an image is on the
internet, it is irretrievable and can
continue to circulate forever. This per-
manent record of a child’s sexual abuse
can alter his or her life forever. Many
victims of child pornography suffer
from feelings of helplessness, fear, hu-
miliation, and lack of control, given
that their images are available for oth-
ers to view in perpetuity.
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These images are becoming more sa-
distic and violent, and the age of the
average victim is becoming younger
and younger. It is a horrifying fact
that it is not uncommon for even tod-
dlers and infants to now be subjects of
these images.

It is also important that there is no
confusion about one fact: The very cre-
ation of these images is repulsive, re-
gardless of whether or not the abuse
was done with a specific intent of cre-
ating an image or if the intent to me-
morialize this conduct was a secondary
thought.

Consider the facts of the case that
led to this bill. As was mentioned, an
adult male had sexual relations with a
T-year-old girl who lived next door and
decided to photograph it. That is the
production of child pornography. There
is no question about it. No one should
be permitted to escape responsibility
merely by asserting they did not have
a specific intent to create the image
before they abused the child. The act of
taking a photo or making a video is
enough to demonstrate intent.

Mr. Speaker, that is what this bill
does. It is appropriate that we are
doing all this on the day that we recog-
nize as National Missing Children’s
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Day. I am going to urge all my col-
leagues to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the opponents and proponents of
this legislation because they have said
much the same thing.

H.R. 1761 is a bill that stands against
everything we stand against. It is for
protecting against child exploitation,
and we all agree with that. We agree,
as well, that the bill has existing man-
datory minimums and the attempt of
the proponent of this bill to ensure
that the decision that occurred in Pal-
omino would not occur again.

Some clarification has occurred, and
that is that the bill, or the law, now,
with H.R. 1761 explicitly prohibits the
creation of a visual depiction or live
transmission of a minor engaged in
sexually explicit conduct. That is, of
course, a meritorious and unanimously
supported position. The mandatory
minimums continue and also are added
to, now, a number of other offenses. As
have been indicated, those offenses can
be upwards of 20 years, and they can be
for a variety of offenses added under
this bill.

So the bill is well intended, and the
initial prohibition could draw support
in a bipartisan manner, but the contin-
ued adding of offenses to mandatory
minimums rather than language that
would have left the sentencing to the
discretion of the Federal court—which,
by the way, many Federal judges have
come to this Congress and to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary to ask for and
indicate the value of discretion as re-
lates to their sentencing. This is not a
death penalty case, so, clearly, the dis-
cretion of the court and the wisdom of
the court could be utilized for the ap-
propriate new offenses and the appro-
priate sentencing.

So while the bill is well intended, it
is overbroad in scope and will punish
the very people it indicates it is de-
signed to protect: our children. H.R.
1761 would expand and modify the
meaning of sexual exploitation of chil-
dren, thereby granting new offenses
that may be prosecuted under section
22561 of the Federal criminal code,
which generally prohibits the produc-
tion of child pornography.

As indicated, it works to fix the
Fourth Circuit decision in Palomino,
which reversed the defendant’s convic-
tion because the decision was that
there was no proof of intent. The struc-
ture of the statute, however, would sig-
nificantly be modified by H.R. 1761,
separating section 2251(a) into five enu-
merated offenses, codified as 2251(a)(1)
through (5). Based on the language in
this bill, to criminalize the knowing
consent of the visual depiction or live
transmission of a minor engaged in
sexually explicit conduct, a teenager
sexting another teenager could be
swept up under the statutory power of
this new measure.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Research shows that 91 percent of
teenagers, tweens, have access to the
internet and/or a smartphone. Hence,
given the rampant advancement in
technology and, consequently, its
usage among this demographic, we
must exercise prudence when intro-
ducing legislation that is seemingly ig-
norant of the growing trend of commu-
nication among teenagers.

H.R. 1761 ignores the life-altering im-
pact it would have on our juveniles
who engage in otherwise stupid and im-
mature behaviors and, in most cases,
consensually explicit sexual conduct if
we begin to criminalize such conduct.
While this bill seeks to protect mi-
nors—and I congratulate the proponent
for that intent—in the same vein, it
drastically alters the penalty for mi-
nors who may face mandatory mini-
mums in sentencing, and, therefore, it
is flawed in its design and intended
purpose.

Let me be very clear: Legislators
have very good intentions, but we can-
not stand on the floor and guarantee
how it will be interpreted. We cannot
guarantee that one teenager will not be
caught up in this new legislation.
Court interpretation, prosecutors’ in-
terpretation, all that will be subjected
to mandatory minimums, which is in
the underlying bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoLIQUIN). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask my colleagues to consider these
concerns.

I heard the gentleman speak of his ef-
fort to ensure that the internet pro-
vider would have to show intent or
have intentionally engaged.

Again, the interpretation of these
bills are subject to interpretation, and
the clearer we can be here on the floor
of the House, the more we can be ap-
propriate in its application.

My point is, in concluding, I hope we
will ultimately have legislation that
comes back to the floor of the House
that we all may be able to join in and
that the elements that do not impact
and protect our teenagers will be elimi-
nated and we can be assured that inter-
net providers are protected as well.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume to just say a couple of
important points in rebuttal to what
we have heard.

For one thing, there has been no evi-
dence that the cases referenced by the
gentlewoman involving conduct be-
tween minors are being prosecuted at
the Federal level. I have not seen even
one that has been cited. The point here
is that prosecutorial discretion has
been a sufficient buffer.

In committee, our colleagues on the
other side have invoked stories of juve-
nile offenders being charged for consen-
sual conduct and placed on sex offender
registries unjustly; however, these are
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all cases that were prosecuted at the
local level. Not one that has been men-
tioned has been a Federal case.

It is important to note that, for of-
fenders under 18, the Federal Depart-
ment of Justice policy on charging ju-
veniles means that juvenile prosecu-
tions very rarely occur, and only if no
State court can assume jurisdiction. In
fact, certification from the Attorney
General himself is necessary to proceed
against a juvenile.

Again, I know of no such case in
which a juvenile has been prosecuted
federally under any child pornography
statute. So while we appreciate and un-
derstand the concerns about manda-
tory minimum sentencing and its
abuse, particularly with the drug stat-
utes, again, it is important to reiterate
here, that is not the case with child
pornography.

For that reason, Mr. Speaker, I
would oppose these arguments and
trust that my colleagues will see the
wisdom in supporting this very impor-
tant and timely legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I yield myself
the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Members of the
House cannot rely on prospective dis-
cretion to protect juveniles under this
statute. We simply can’t rely on it,
participate in, given the new policy of
the Attorney General. We are under a
new regime here at the Federal level,
and I can’t depend on relying on the
prosecutorial discretion to protect ju-
veniles under this statute.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this bill is well
intended, and I share my colleagues’
desire to protect children from being
victimized by their depiction in por-
nography. However, I also believe that
we must address the serious problem
presented by the bill, namely, that it
would expand the application of the ex-
isting array of mandatory minimum
sentences that the code provides for
these offenses.

This aspect of H.R. 1761 directly con-
flicts with the growing bipartisan real-
ization that mandatory minimums are
unjust and unwise; this is so even for
egregious offenses for which judges
should be allowed to impose sen-
tences—often severe and even beyond
the minimums—based on the facts and
circumstances of each case. I want to
leave it up to the judges.

In considering legislation to better
protect our children from the types of
exploitation addressed by this bill, we
must not ignore the sentencing impli-
cations of these revisions to the stat-
ute. In light of the bill’s failure to ad-
dress these serious concerns, I oppose
H.R. 1761 and urge my colleagues to do
likewise.

We should consider even stronger leg-
islation that addresses all these con-
cerns. We are not through with the sub-
ject matter by this bill coming before
us today. There is more work to be
done. I thank my colleagues for this
very important discussion.
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Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, the concerns stated today are
misplaced. The child pornography stat-
utes have never been the subject of
abuse by Federal prosecutors, and
there is no evidence that that would
happen in the future. However, the
abuse that is being allowed and that we
must address today is that of our chil-
dren, and that abuse is being allowed
because of a loophole that was, sadly,
created by a Federal court.

Today we have an opportunity to cor-
rect that wrong. We have an oppor-
tunity to do what we all acknowledge
to be the right thing: to defend the
most defenseless among us. It is, in-
deed, an honor for us to take this ac-
tion on the week that commemorates
National Missing Children’s Week and
here, even, on this day, National Miss-
ing Children’s Day.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting the Protecting Against
Child Exploitation Act. We hope that
everyone will do the right thing here
today.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
Foxx). All time for debate on the bill
has expired.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON

LEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now
in order to consider amendment No. 1
printed in part B of House Report 115-
152.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I have an amendment at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 5, line 3, insert after ‘‘section 2258B.”’
the following:

‘‘(h) Notwithstanding subsection (e), a per-
son who violates paragraph (2) or (3) of sub-
section (a) and is 19 years of age or younger
at the time the violation occurred may, in
the alternative, be punished for a violation
of this section by imprisonment for not more
than 1 year or a fine under this title, or both,
if—

‘(1) the minor is 15 years of age or older
and not more than 4 years younger than the
person who committed the violation, at the
time the sexually explicit conduct occurred;
and

‘‘(2) the sexually explicit conduct that oc-
curred was consensual.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 352, the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE) and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I associate myself with the words of
the ranking member, Mr. CONYERS.

I look forward to strengthening these
laws and, as well, working on legisla-
tion to continue to protect our chil-
dren, our innocent children, from sex-
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ual abuse, sexual assault, and the dev-
astation that it has on their lives.

So I rise to continue that theme and
to indicate, as I said earlier, that some
of the clarifications in the underlying
bill are important, and important to
clarify, and important to provide pro-
hibitions that will be clear in possible
further court interpretations. But I
maintain that we cannot predict the
court interpretations, and the better
and clearer that we are to protect our
children, I believe, is a route that we
should take.

The bill would add new classes of of-
fenses. But section 2251 does not pro-
vide for Romeo and Juliet exceptions;
i.e., the penalties apply even when con-
duct is consensual and when the victim
and offender are close in age. For ex-
ample, a 19-year-old and a 17-year-old
who videotaped themselves engaged in
a sexual act, then emailed the video to
their own email accounts, the 19-year-
old would be subject to mandatory
minimums. That is the basis of the
amendment, the Jackson Lee amend-
ment.

The Jackson Lee amendment is a
Romeo and Juliet exception. The
amendment is a reasonable approach to
treatment of adolescent behavior that
should not be left to prosecutors. The
pervasiveness of personal technology,
such as cell phones and tablets, have
given rise to teenage sexting. Research
has shown that teenage sexting is wide-
spread, even among middle school-age
youth.

Under section 2251, teenagers pros-
ecuted for talking and sending mes-
sages, and then taking and sending
messages, would be subject to manda-
tory prison sentences of at least 15
years and sex offender registration.

In light of the recent troubling state-
ments by Attorney General Sessions,
Congress should provide an alternative
to existing mandatory penalties in
sexting cases, particularly with juve-
niles. We cannot say that a juvenile
will not be prosecuted federally. They
could be, under this particular statute.

So this is a carve-out, a Romeo and
Juliet carve-out, to ensure that it does
not happen, to protect against the pos-
sibility of it happening.

A study conducted by Drexel Univer-
sity found that more than half of the
undergraduate students who took part
in an online survey said they had
sexted when they were teenagers, and
30 percent said that they included
photos in that message, meaning that
they had sent sexual texts.

Therefore, I ask that my colleagues
come together and support the Jackson
Lee amendment for a Romeo and Juliet
carve-out.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise in opposition to the
amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, it is not only unnecessary,
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but it is fashioned in such a manner
which may potentially create the type
of loophole that we are looking to
close.

Under current law, so-called Romeo
and Juliet cases, such as those between
19- and 50-year-olds, could be pros-
ecuted under any of the child pornog-
raphy laws—possession, production, or
distribution. That has always been the
case.

However, I reiterate that we know of
no such instance that has been brought
under any of these Federal provisions
under the circumstances covered by
this amendment, which further sup-
ports the fact that Federal prosecutors
do not appear to be bringing such
cases. There is just simply no evidence
that has been produced to suggest oth-
erwise. For that reason, the amend-
ment is completely unnecessary, and it
is based upon no evidence at all.

On the contrary, the underlying bill
is based upon a real case where a real
T-year-old girl was sexually abused and
photographed by a real sexual pred-
ator.

Our colleagues on the other side have
also continually referred to Attorney
General Sessions’ recent charging
memoranda which suggests that under
the policy in his memo prosecutors will
suddenly be forced to aggressively
prosecute 19-year-olds who are engag-
ing in consensual sexual conduct under
this statute. But that notion is prepos-
terous and is also based on no evidence.

As an initial matter, the minority
completely ignores the fact that a
prosecutor makes an initial determina-
tion as to whether to commence or de-
cline prosecution. And this is distinct
from the subsequent decision of what
charges should be brought, which
would only occur if the decision to
prosecute is made in the first place.

According to the U.S. attorneys’
manual, in making the initial deter-
mination to commence a prosecution, a
prosecutor must consider whether ‘‘a
substantial Federal interest would be
served by the prosecution,” and wheth-
er, “‘in his or her judgment: One, the
person is subject to effective prosecu-
tion in another jurisdiction; or, two,
there exists an adequate noncriminal
alternative to prosecution.”

The Sessions memo doesn’t change
any of that, and it is absurd to think
that the memo will cause the Depart-
ment of Justice to suddenly shift its
prosecutions to aggressively go after
Romeo and Juliet cases. This is espe-
cially ridiculous, as Attorney General
Sessions had made clear from the out-
set, that the priorities of DOJ and this
administration are to prosecute violent
crimes and violent offenders.

I think that the minority just fun-
damentally misunderstands and
mischaracterizes not only the Sessions
memo but this legislation. For that
reason, I urge all of my colleagues to
oppose the Jackson Lee amendment.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
let me quickly say that I respect the
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gentleman, but I take great issue in
calling a Member’s amendment, or the
analysis of that amendment, ridicu-
lous, because it is not ridiculous. It is
an extremely reasonable amendment.
And unless he has some powers that I
am not aware of, no one can predict
when a prosecutor will determine that
they will prosecute. We cannot. We
pass criminal justice laws every day
and cannot predict.

Whether or not it is based upon the
Sessions memo, which as far as anyone
who can read knows that we are going
back to a stricter enforcement of ev-
erything criminal against everyone.
That is clear.

The Jackson Lee amendment recog-
nizes that not all sex offenses are the
same. And currently, section 22561 is a
one-size-fits-all sentencing scheme. It
fits all, even a 19-year-old.

The Jackson Lee amendment would
provide a better alternative. Punish-
ment will be available involving of-
fenses. When defendants are no more
than 19 years old, they would have
other alternatives. The judge would
have discretion. That is simply what
we are asking for.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD an article entitled, ‘‘Keep Man-
datory Minimums Out of the Juvenile
Justice System.”” This bill does not do
that; and I also include an article enti-
tled, ‘‘Teenage Sexting is Not Child
Porn.”

[June 16, 2014]
OP-ED: KEEP MANDATORY MINIMUMS OUT OF
THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
(By Lizzie Buchen)

Across the country, mandatory minimum
sentences are falling out of favor. From Sen.
Rand Paul to Attorney General Eric Holder,
people from both ends of the political spec-
trum are blaming these harsh and punitive
sentences for driving our skyrocketing incar-
ceration rates and exacerbating racial dis-
parities in the criminal justice system. But
in this era of smart sentencing reform—par-
ticularly toward young people—a disturbing
piece of legislation is coasting through the
California legislature, threatening to wrench
the state in the opposite direction. Senate
Bill 838, authored by state Sen. Jim Beall (D-
Santa Clara), would break new ground by es-
tablishing the first mandatory minimum
sentences in the state’s juvenile justice sys-
tem.

The juvenile justice system was founded on
the understanding that young people who
commit offenses are often struggling in situ-
ations outside of their control, are highly
amenable to rehabilitation and have the po-
tential to lead productive and law-abiding
lives. Mandatory minimum sentences auto-
matic sentences of incarceration or confine-
ment, meted out regardless of the facts of
the case are completely at odds with these
foundational principles. They are determined
not by the youth’s past circumstances or po-
tential life ahead, but by what he or she has
done. The only result is punishment, a sharp
contrast to the rehabilitative ideals of the
juvenile justice system.

Mandatory minimum sentences are com-
pletely incompatible with how juvenile court
works. When a youth has committed an of-
fense, juvenile court judges tailor sanctions
to best meet a youth’s unique needs for reha-
bilitation by weighing a comprehensive set
of factors, including the severity of the
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crime, the statement of the victims, and the
circumstances of the youth’s life—including
mental health issues and experience with
abuse, homelessness and extreme poverty.
The judge then chooses from a wide range of
community-based and residential options, al-
lowing him or her to tailor the sanction to
best treat the youth and protect the commu-
nity. In line with this focus on rehabilita-
tion, the sentences are indeterminate, with
terms based on the youth’s progress.

Proponents of mandatory minimum sen-
tences, including supporters of California’s
youth mandatory minimum bill, claim that
these sentences deter crime. But the evi-
dence tells us this is a dubious notion at
best. Although this bill would introduce the
first mandatory minimum sentences in Cali-
fornia’s juvenile justice system, such sen-
tences have been in place in the adult system
for decades—and are widely recognized as
failures. A large and growing body of re-
search has found that mandatory minimum
sentences have come at enormous social, fi-
nancial and human costs, with little benefit
to public safety. There is no evidence that
these sentences have a significant deterrent
effect. If anything, these harsh punishments
are counterproductive, putting the public at
risk by disrupting families, impoverishing
communities of human capital, making it
more difficult for people to return to law-
abiding society and diverting precious public
resources away from social services and to-
ward costly incarceration.

[From the New York Times, Apr. 4, 2016]

TEENAGE SEXTING IS NOT CHILD PORN
(By Amy Adele Hasinoff)

Teenagers who sext are in a precarious
legal position. Though in most states teen-
agers who are close in age can legally have
consensual sex, if they create and share sex-
ually explicit images of themselves, they are
technically producing, distributing or pos-
sessing child pornography. The laws that
cover this situation, passed decades ago,
were meant to apply to adults who exploited
children and require those convicted under
them to register as sex offenders.

Though most prosecutors do not use these
laws against consensual teenage sexters,
some do. The University of New Hampshire’s
Crimes Against Children Research Center es-
timates that 7 percent of people arrested on
suspicion of child pornography production in
2009 were teenagers who shared images with
peers consensually.

Almost two dozen states, including New
York, Illinois and Florida, have tried to
solve the legal problems that surround
sexting with new legislation, and others, like
Colorado, are considering new sexting laws.
These reforms typically give prosecutors the
discretion to choose between child-pornog-
raphy felony charges or lesser penalties like
misdemeanor charges or a mandatory edu-
cational program.

These new laws may seem like a measured
solution to the problem of charging teenage
sexters with child pornography felonies.
However, once they have the option of lesser
penalties, prosecutors are more likely to
press charges—not only against teenagers
who distribute private images without per-
mission, but also against those who sext con-
sensually.

Given the extensive research that shows
that young people who are nonwhite, low in-
come, gay or transgender are disproportion-
ately prosecuted for many crimes, there is
good reason to suspect that laws that crim-
inalize teenage sexting are being unfairly ap-
plied as well. As legislators have tried to
cope with the legal fallout, they have also
opened up more types of images to scrutiny:
While child pornography laws apply only to
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sexually explicit images, many new sexting
laws criminalize all nude images of teen-
agers, including photos of topless teenage
girls.

A better solution would be to bring child
pornography laws in line with statutory rape
laws by exempting teenagers who are close
in age and who consensually create, share or
receive sexual images. Vermont tried to
enact major reform to its child pornography
laws in 2009, but abandoned the effort after a
national backlash and settled instead on a
new misdemeanor law.

In February, New Mexico passed a limited
version of child pornography reform, which
shields teenagers who receive a sexual image
from a peer from facing child-pornography
possession charges. Teenagers who create or
share sexual images can still be convicted of
child pornography production or distribu-
tion.

Both existing child pornography laws and
new sexting-specific laws criminalize a com-
mon behavior among teenagers. Studies have
shown that roughly one-third of 16- and 17-
year-olds share suggestive images on their
cellphones. Among young adults, rates are
above 50 percent. In the past, partners wrote
love letters, sent suggestive Polaroids and
had phone sex. Today, for better or worse,
this kind of interpersonal sexual commu-
nication also occurs in a digital format. And
it’s not just young people: An article in an
AARP magazine describes sexting as ‘‘fun,
easy and usually harmless.”’

Like any sexual act, consensual sexting is
somewhat risky and requires trust, but it is
not inherently harmful as long as partners
respect each other’s privacy and are atten-
tive to consent. Studies have found that
around 3 percent of Americans report that
someone has distributed private sexual im-
ages without their permission, and around 10
percent of sexters report negative con-
sequences. The risk of distribution is signifi-
cantly higher among those who were coerced
into sexting.

The victim of a sexual privacy violation
can be traumatized and humiliated, and is
often blamed for his or her victimization.
Unfortunately, the criminalization of
sexting worsens this problem because teen-
agers know that if they report the incident
they may be punished at school and possibly
charged with the same offense as the perpe-
trator. In most jurisdictions, distributing a
sexual image of a teenager is illegal, regard-
less of whether one is consensually sending a
nude selfie to a partner or maliciously dis-
tributing a private photo of another person
without permission.

Though some people believe that prohib-
iting sexting discourages the practice and
protects teenagers from harm, research on
abstinence-only sex education demonstrates
that those policies actually increase un-
wanted pregnancies and sexually trans-
mitted infections. Abstinence-only messages
about sexting are likely to be counter-
productive as well.

What parents and educators need to do in-
stead is help young people learn how to navi-
gate sexual risk and trust. Whether or not it
is criminalized, we cannot prevent sexting,
just as we cannot prevent teenagers from
having sex. What we need to focus on is pre-
venting acts of sexual violation, like the dis-
tribution of a private image without permis-
sion, pressuring a partner to sext or sending
a sexual image to an unwilling recipient.
Though not all teenagers are sexting, those
who are (and those who will when they are
older) need to learn how to practice safer
sexting, which means that it always has to
be consensual. ~

As State Senator George Munoz, a promi-
nent supporter of the amendment that estab-
lished New Mexico’s new sexting regime, told
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The Guardian, ‘“‘Our laws have to change
with technology.” To keep up with those
changes, the first step is to decriminalize
consensual sexting by creating exceptions in
child pornography laws for teenagers who
are close in age.

Once we do this, we can concentrate on de-
veloping better ways to deal with the new
digital forms of harm.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I ask my colleagues to support the
Jackson Lee amendment.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to speak about my
amendment to H.R. 1761, “Protecting Against
Child Exploitation Act.”

As Ranking Member of the House Judiciary
Subcommittee on Crime, | offer this amend-
ment to help make H.R. 1761 a better bill to
achieve its intended purpose.

Though troubled by any sexually explicit ac-
tivity that may exploit and otherwise, harm our
children, | believe that H.R. 1761, the “Pro-
tecting Against Child Exploitation Act,” is
deadly and counterproductive to ensuring pro-
tection of our youth population in our new
technology era.

This bill will exacerbate overwhelming con-
cerns with the unfair and unjust mandatory
minimum sentencing that contributes to the
over-criminalization of juveniles and mass in-
carceration generally.

Simply put, this bill will add to the already
tragic realities of many juveniles. Rather than
proceeding with the caution befitting an expan-
sion of the mandatory sentencing penalty,
H.R. 1761 is being rushed to the House Floor,
without a single hearing and without the op-
portunity to consider amendments directly rel-
evant to whether our system of criminalizing
juveniles for sexting is fair, just, and sound
policy.

Though presented as a proposal to protect
children, H.R. 1761 excessively penalizes ju-
veniles and creates life altering criminal
charges when engaged in ‘sexting’.

Rather, it raises new constitutional con-
cerns; and it does not address documented
and systemic unfairness and racial disparity in
the imposition of mandatory sentencing and its
overbroad sweep of criminalizing juveniles.

My amendment fixes that problem. It cre-
ates an alternative punishment (not more than
one year of imprisonment) under section 2251
for teenagers who participate in “sexting” and
might otherwise be subject to mandatory min-
imum sentences of at least 15 years in prison.

The Jackson Lee is a thoughtful, narrowly-
drawn provision that provides judges with a
sensible sentencing option for teenagers no
more than 19 years old who participate in
sexting that may be applied in the judges’ dis-
cretion, in appropriate cases.

The Jackson Lee amendment is a reason-
able approach to treatment of adolescent be-
havior that should not be left to prosecutors.
The pervasiveness of personal technology,
such as cellphones and tablets, has given rise
to teenage “sexting.” Research has shown
that teenage sexting is widespread, even
among middle school-aged youth. Under sec-
tion 2251, teenagers prosecuted for taking and
sending such messages would be subject to
mandatory prison sentences of at least 15
years and sex offender registration. In light of
the recent troubling statements made by Attor-
ney General Sessions, Congress should pro-
vide an alternative to existing mandatory min-
imum penalties in “sexting” cases.

A study conducted by Drexel University
found that more than half of the under-
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graduate students who took part in an online
survey said that they sexted when they were
teenagers. Thirty percent said they included
photos in their messages and 61 percent did
not know that sending nude photos via text
could be considered child pornography. An-
other online survey published in 2008 found
that almost 40 percent of teenagers between
ages 13 and 19 had sent “sext” messages, al-
most 50 percent had received a sext mes-
sage, and 20 percent posted nude or semi-
nude content online.

The Jackson Lee amendment recognizes
that not all sex offenses are the same. Cur-
rently, section 2251 employs a one-size-fits-all
sentencing scheme. Under section 2251, a 19
year-old, who engages in “sexting” (sending
or receiving a sexually explicit photo or video
of a minor) with a willing, 17 year-old girlfriend
or boyfriend, would be subject to the same
mandatory minimum sentence as a 50 year-
old man, who engages in the same conduct
with a 17 year-old.

The Jackson Lee amendment would provide
a better alternative. The alternative punish-
ment would be available in prosecutions in-
volving offenses under section 2251(a)(2) or
2251(a)(3), when the defendant is no more
than 19 years old, the difference in age be-
tween the defendant and victim is no more
than four years, and the sexually explicit con-
duct depicted in the photo or video was con-
sensual. Judges would not be required to sen-
tence teenagers pursuant to the alternative
punishment.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS).

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman and congratu-
late her on this very important amend-
ment.

This amendment creates alternative
sentencing specifically for teenagers
who participate in sexting and could,
as a result of this bill and the applica-
tion of current mandatory minimum
sentences, be subject to mandatory
sentences of at least 15 years. We
should not, as she has already stated so
well, leave it to prosecutors to deter-
mine whether teenagers take part in
teenage behavior.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I have tremendous respect for
my colleagues on the other side, Mr.
CONYERS and Ms. JACKSON LEE. I under-
stand her amendment is heartfelt and
has the proper motive and attention.

I would just suggest, again, that the
risk of this amendment outweighs any
potential benefit because it creates the
kind of loopholes that we are trying
here desperately to prevent.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the amendment, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the previous question
is ordered on the bill, as amended, and
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON LEE).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX,
this 15-minute vote on adoption of the
amendment will be followed by b5-
minute votes on passage of the bill, if
ordered, and passage of H.R. 1973.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 180, nays
238, not voting 12, as follows:

[Roll No. 283]

YEAS—180

Adams Frankel (FL) Neal
Aguilar Fudge Norcross
Amash Gabbard O’Halleran
Barragan Gallego O’Rourke
Bass Garamendi Pallone
Beatty Gonzalez (TX) Pascrell
Beyer Green, Al Payne
Bishop (GA) Green, Gene Pelosi
Blumenauer Grijalva Perlmutter
Blunt chhester Gutierrez Pingree
Bonamici Hanabusa Pocan
Boyle, Brendan Hastings Polis

r. Heck Price (NO)
Brady (PA) Higgins (NY) .
Brown (MD) Himes Raskin
Brownley (CA) Hoyer Rice (NY)
Bustos Huffman Richmond
Butterfield Jackson Lee Rosen
Capuano Jayapal Roybal-Allard
Carbajal Jeffries Ruiz
Cardenas Johnson, E. B. Ruppersberger
Carson (IN) Kaptur Rush
Cartwright Keating Ryan (OH)
Castor (FL) Kelly (IL) Sanchez
Castro (TX) Kennedy Sarbanes
Chu, Judy Khanna Schakowsky
Cicilline Kildee Schiff
Clark (MA) Kilmer Schneider
Clarke (NY) Kind Scott (VA)
Clay Krishnamoorthi Scott, David
Cleaver Kuster (NH) Serrano
Clyburn Labrador Sewell (AL)
Cohen Langevin Shea-Porter
Connolly Larsen (WA) Sherman
Conyers Larson (CT) Sinema
Cooper Lawrence Sires
Correa Lawson (FL) Slaughter
Courtney Lee Smith (WA)
Crist Levin Soto
Crowley Lewis (GA) Speier
Cuellar Lieu, Ted Sp .

N . . uozzi
Davis (CA) Lipinski Takano
Davis, Danny Loebsack a
DeFazio Lofgren Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)

DeGette Lowenthal .
Delaney Lowey Titus
DeLauro Lujan Grisham, Tonko
DelBene M. Torres
Demings Lujan, Ben Ray  Lsongas
DeSaulnier Lynch Vargas
Deutch Maloney, Sean Veasey
Dingell Matsui Vela
Doggett McCollum Velazquez
Doyle, Michael McEachin Visclosky

F. McGovern Walz
Ellison McNerney Wasserman
Engel Meng Schultz
Eshoo Moore Waters, Maxine
Espaillat Moulton Watson Coleman
Esty (CT) Murphy (FL) Welch
Evans Nadler Wilson (FL)
Foster Napolitano Yarmuth

NAYS—238

Abraham Bishop (UT) Calvert
Aderholt Black Carter (GA)
Allen Blackburn Carter (TX)
Amodei Blum Chabot
Arrington Bost Chaffetz
Babin Brady (TX) Cheney
Bacon Brat Coffman
Banks (IN) Bridenstine Cole
Barletta Brooks (AL) Collins (GA)
Barr Brooks (IN) Collins (NY)
Barton Buchanan Comer
Bera Buck Comstock
Bergman Bucshon Conaway
Biggs Budd Cook
Bilirakis Burgess Costa
Bishop (MI) Byrne Costello (PA)
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Cramer Jones Roe (TN)
Crawford Jordan Rogers (AL)
Culberson Joyce (OH) Rogers (KY)
Curbelo (FL) Katko Rohrabacher
Davidson Kelly (MS) Rokita
Davis, Rodney Kelly (PA) Rooney, Francis
Denham King (IA) Rooney, Thomas
Dent King (NY) J.
DeSantis Kinzinger Ros-Lehtinen
DesJarlais Knight Roskam
Diaz-Balart LaHood Ross
Donovan LaMalfa Rothfus
Duffy Lamborn Rouzer
Duncan (SC) Lance Royce (CA)
Duncan (TN) Latta Russell
Dunn Lewis (MN) Rutherford
Emmer LoBiondo Sanford
Estes (KS) Long Scalise
Farenthold Loudermilk Schrader
Faso Love Schweikert
Ferguson Lucas Scott, Austin
Fitzpatrick Luetkemeyer Sensenbrenner
Fleischmann MacArthur Sessions
Flores Marchant Shimkus
Fortenberry Marino Shuster
Foxx Marshall Simpson
Franks (AZ) Massie Smith (MO)
Frelinghuysen Mast Smith (NE)
Gaetz McCarthy Smith (NJ)
Gallagher McCaul Smith (TX)
Garrett McClintock Smucker
Gibbs McHenry Stefanik
Gohmert McKinley Stewart
Goodlatte McMorris Stivers
Gosar Rodgers Taylor
Gottheimer Meadows Tenney
Gowdy Meehan Thompson (PA)
Granger Messer Thornberry
Graves (GA) Mitchell Tiberi
Graves (LA) Moolenaar Tipton
Graves (MO) Mooney (WV) Trott
Griffith Mullin Turner
Grothman Murphy (PA) Upton
Guthrie Noem Valadao
Harper Nunes Wagner
Harris Olson Walberg
Hartzler Palazzo Walden
Hensarling Palmer Walker
Herrera Beutler  Panetta Walorski
Hice, Jody B. Paulsen Walters, Mimi
Higgins (LA) Pearce Weber (TX)
Hill Perry Webster (FL)
Holding Peters Wenstrup
Hollingsworth Peterson Westerman
Hudson Pittenger Williams
Huizenga Poe (TX) Wilson (SC)
Hultgren Poliquin Wittman
Hunter Posey Womack
Hurd Ratcliffe Woodall
Issa Reed Yoder
Jenkins (KS) Reichert Yoho
Jenkins (WV) Renacci Young (AK)
Johnson (LA) Rice (S0) Young (IA)
Johnson (OH) Roby Zeldin

NOT VOTING—12
Cummings Maloney, Nolan
Johnson (GA) Carolyn B. Quigley
Johnson, Sam McSally Swalwell (CA)
Kihuen Meeks
Kustoff (TN) Newhouse

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
0O 1132

Ms. STEFANIK, Messrs. WILSON of
South Carolina, ARRINGTON, BUR-
GESS, BISHOP of Michigan, GAR-
RETT, ROGERS of Alabama, YOHO,
and DIAZ-BALART changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Mr. RICHMOND changed his vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that

the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I de-

mand a recorded vote.
A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a

5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 368, noes 51,

not voting 11, as follows:

Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barragan
Barton
Beatty
Bera
Bergman
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blunt Rochester
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Byrne
Calvert
Capuano
Carbajal
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Cheney
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crist
Crowley
Cuellar

[Roll No. 284]
AYES—368

Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davidson
Dayvis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes (KS)
Esty (CT)
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Hanabusa
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth

Hoyer
Hudson
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Levin
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meadows
Meehan
Meng

The
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Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Napolitano
Neal

Noem
Norcross
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Panetta
Pascrell
Paulsen
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis

Posey

Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher

Amash

Bass

Beyer
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Cardenas
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Conyers
Davis, Danny
DeSaulnier
Ellison
Evans
Fudge

Cummings
Davis (CA)

Johnson, Sam

Kihuen
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Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
dJ.
Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Russell
Rutherford
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Soto
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart

NOES—51

Green, Al
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hastings
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Khanna

Lee

Lewis (GA)
Lowenthal
Massie
McEachin
McGovern
Moore
Nadler

Stivers
Suozzi
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Titus

Tonko
Torres

Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas

Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Pallone
Payne
Pocan
Richmond
Rush
Schakowsky
Scott (VA)
Sherman
Smith (WA)
Takano
Veasey
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Wilson (FL)

NOT VOTING—I11

Kustoff (TN)

Maloney,
Carolyn B.

McSally

Meeks
Newhouse
Nolan
Swalwell (CA)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

Ms.
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WASSERMAN

SCHULTZ

changed her vote from ‘‘aye’ to ‘‘no.”
So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE ACT OF 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage
of the bill (H.R. 1973) to prevent the
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sexual abuse of minors and amateur
athletes by requiring the prompt re-
porting of sexual abuse to law enforce-
ment authorities, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 3,
not voting 12, as follows:

[Roll No. 285]

YEAS—415

Abraham Cook Griffith
Adams Cooper Grijalva
Aderholt Correa Grothman
Aguilar Costa Guthrie
Allen Costello (PA) Gutiérrez
Amodei Courtney Hanabusa
Arrington Cramer Harper
Babin Crawford Harris
Bacon Crist Hartzler
Banks (IN) Crowley Heck
Barletta Cuellar Hensarling
Barr Culberson Herrera Beutler
Barragan Curbelo (FL) Hice, Jody B.
Barton Davidson Higgins (LA)
Bass Davis (CA) Hill
Beatty Dayvis, Danny Himes
Bera Davis, Rodney Holding
Bergman DeFazio Hollingsworth
Beyer DeGette Hoyer
Biggs Delaney Hudson
Bilirakis DeLauro Huffman
Bishop (GA) DelBene Huizenga
Bishop (MI) Demings Hultgren
Bishop (UT) Denham Hunter
Black Dent Hurd
Blackburn DeSantis Issa
Blum DeSaulnier Jackson Lee
Blumenauer DesJarlais Jayapal
Blunt Rochester  Deutch Jeffries
Bonamici Diaz-Balart Jenkins (KS)
Bost Dingell Jenkins (WV)
Boyle, Brendan Doggett Johnson (GA)

F. Donovan Johnson (LA)
Brady (PA) Doyle, Michael Johnson (OH)
Brady (TX) F. Johnson, E. B.
Brat Duffy Jones
Bridenstine Duncan (SC) Jordan
Brooks (AL) Duncan (TN) Joyce (OH)
Brooks (IN) Dunn Kaptur
Brown (MD) Ellison Katko
Brownley (CA) Emmer Keating
Buchanan Engel Kelly (IL)
Buck Eshoo Kelly (MS)
Bucshon Espaillat Kelly (PA)
Budd Estes (KS) Kennedy
Burgess Esty (CT) Khanna
Bustos Evans Kildee
Butterfield Farenthold Kilmer
Byrne Faso Kind
Calvert Ferguson King (IA)
Capuano Fitzpatrick King (NY)
Carbajal Fleischmann Kinzinger
Cardenas Flores Knight
Carson (IN) Fortenberry Krishnamoorthi
Carter (GA) Foster Kuster (NH)
Carter (TX) Foxx Labrador
Cartwright Frankel (FL) LaHood
Castor (FL) Franks (AZ) LaMalfa
Castro (TX) Frelinghuysen Lamborn
Chabot Fudge Lance
Chaffetz Gabbard Langevin
Cheney Gaetz Larsen (WA)
Chu, Judy Gallagher Larson (CT)
Cicilline Gallego Latta
Clark (MA) Garamendi Lawrence
Clarke (NY) Garrett Lawson (FL)
Clay Gibbs Lee
Cleaver Gohmert Levin
Clyburn Gonzalez (TX) Lewis (GA)
Coffman Goodlatte Lewis (MN)
Cohen Gosar Lieu, Ted
Cole Gottheimer Lipinski
Collins (GA) Gowdy LoBiondo
Collins (NY) Granger Loebsack
Comer Graves (GA) Lofgren
Comstock Graves (LA) Long
Conaway Graves (MO) Loudermilk
Connolly Green, Al Love
Conyers Green, Gene Lowenthal
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Lowey Poe (TX) Smith (NE)
Lucas Poliquin Smith (NJ)
Luetkemeyer Polis Smith (TX)
Lujan Grisham, Posey Smith (WA)
M. Price (NC) Smucker
Lujan, Ben Ray  Quigley Soto
Lynch Raskin Stefanik
MacArthur Ratcliffe Stewart
Maloney, Sean Reed Stivers
Marghant Relcherlt Suozzi
Marino Renacci Takano
Marshall Rice (NY) Taylor
Mast Rice (SC) Tenney
Matsui Richmond Thompson (CA)
McCarthy Roby D
McCaul Roe (TN) Thompson (MS)
McClintock Rogers (AL) Thompson (PA)
McCollum Rogers (KY) Thornberry
McEachin Rohrabacher Tiberi
McGovern Rokita Tipton
McHenry Rooney, Francis  Titus
McKinley Rooney, Thomas Tonko
McMorris J. Torres
Rodgers Ros-Lehtinen Trott
McNerney Rosen Tsongas
Meadows Roskam Turner
Meehan Ross Upton
Meng Rothfus Valadao
Messer Rouzer Vargas
Mitchell Roybal-Allard Veasey
Moolenaar Royce (CA) Vela
Mooney (WV) Ruiz Velazquez
Moore Ruppersberger Visclosky
Moulton Rush Wagner
Mullin Russell Walberg
Murphy (FL) Rutherford Walden
Murphy (PA) Ryan (OH) Walker
Nadler Sanchez "
Napolitano Sanford gigé{ 1Mimi
Neal Sarbanes Walz ’
Noem Scalise
Wasserman
Norcross Schakowsky Schultz
Nunes Schiff © )
: Waters, Maxine
O’Halleran Schneider
s Watson Coleman
O’Rourke Schrader Weber (TX)
Olson Schweikert
Palazzo Scott (VA) Webster (FL)
Pallone Scott, Austin Welch
Palmer Scott, David Wenstrup
Panetta Sensenbrenner Westerman
Pascrell Serrano Williams
Paulsen Sessions Wilson (FL)
Payne Sewell (AL) Wilson (SC)
Pearce Shea-Porter Wittman
Pelosi Sherman Womack
Perlmutter Shimkus Woodall
Perry Shuster Yarmuth
Peters Simpson Yoder
Peterson Sinema Yoho
Pingree Sires Young (AK)
Pittenger Slaughter Young (IA)
Pocan Smith (MO) Zeldin
NAYS—3
Amash Hastings Massie
NOT VOTING—12
Cummings Maloney, Nolan
Higgins (NY) Carolyn B. Speier
Johnson, Sam McSally Swalwell (CA)
Kihuen Meeks
Kustoff (TN) Newhouse

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.
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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | mistakenly
when | meant to vote “yes” on

voted “no,”

rolicall No. 285.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, the man who
has served as a father figure to me for the
past twenty years has taken a turn for the
worse in his battle against cancer and his
health is rapidly deteriorating. As such, | have
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returned home and will miss votes today,
Thursday, May 25. Had | been present, |
would have voted: “NAY” on rollcall No. 283,
“YEA” on rollcall No. 284, and “YEA” on roll-
call No. 285.

TO AMEND SECTION 1214 OF TITLE
5, UNITED STATES CODE, TO
PROVIDE FOR STAYS DURING A
PERIOD THAT THE MERIT SYS-
TEMS PROTECTION BOARD
LACKS A QUORUM

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform be discharged from
further consideration of the bill (S.
1083) to amend section 1214 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide for
stays during a period that the Merit
Systems Protection Board lacks a
quorum, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GAETZ). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1083

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STAYS BY MSPB DURING PERIODS
WITH NO QUORUM.

Section 1214(b)(1)(B) of title 5,
States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(i) before ‘‘The Board
may’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(ii) If the Board lacks the number of
members appointed under section 1201 re-
quired to constitute a quorum, any remain-
ing member of the Board who was appointed,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, shall, upon request by the Special
Counsel, extend the period of any stay grant-
ed under subparagraph (A).”.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY JODY B. HICE OF
GEORGIA

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

In section 1214(b)(1)(B)(ii) of title 5, United
States Code, as proposed to be added by sec-
tion 1(2) of the bill, strike ‘‘shall”’ and insert
“may’’.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

United

The

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.
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RECOGNIZING BRIAN C. COOPER
ON HIS RETIREMENT

Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Brian C. Coo-
per, who is retiring from the Office of
the Parliamentarian after 35 years on
Capitol Hill.

Brian is a native of Baltimore, Mary-
land, and a graduate of Frederick
Douglass High School and the Commu-
nity College of Baltimore County,
where he received his degree in com-
mercial and graphic arts.

Brian began his Capitol Hill career in
September of 1992, when he was hired
in the stockroom of the Longworth
Building, working in publication and
distribution services.

Throughout the eighties and early
nineties, Brian held a variety of posi-
tions on Capitol Hill, including roles on
the Small Business Committee and the
Government Operations Sub-
committee. Through this experience,
Brian learned the intricacies of the leg-
islative process and the inner-workings
of House operations, skills that would
serve him well when, in 1995, he was
hired as an Assistant Clerk to the Par-
liamentarian.

Brian would spend the next 22 years
in the House Parliamentarian’s Office
and became Chief Clerk to the Parlia-
mentarian in 2009. For over two dec-
ades, Brian has been a fixture at the
House rostrum, dutifully assisting the
presiding officer in timekeeping, recog-
nizing Members on the floor, and pre-
paring and reviewing reams of legisla-
tive paperwork for the House.

Brian has prepared the House Cham-
bers for both visiting dignitaries and
State of the Union addresses alike, and
everything in between. If that wasn’t
enough, Brian also created the first
computer network for the Parliamen-
tarian.

An accomplished artist, Brian re-
mains active in artistic endeavors,
which run the gamut from pencil draw-
ings, watercolors, and oils, to photog-
raphy and architectural design. His re-
tirement will offer new opportunities
to continue these pursuits. A devoted
Orioles fan, it is my hope that Brian
will spend some of his well-earned free
time at Camden Yards.

A consummate professional, Brian
has spent his career on Capitol Hill
committed to assisting with an orderly
and accurate legislative process, ob-
served in a fair and nonpartisan man-
ner. He is a quintessential legislative
resource for this entire body, and I am
certain the House of Representatives
has known few individuals more dedi-
cated to its proper functioning and leg-
acy than Brian Cooper.

On behalf of everyone affiliated with
this, the people’s House, including my
colleagues gathered in front of me here
as I speak, Brian, we are happy to cele-
brate this important milestone in your
life, and we thank you for your dedi-
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cated service to the House and to
America.

MINORITY BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s fiscal year 2018 budget calls
for the elimination of the Minority
Business Development Agency. This is
shameful and counterproductive to the
progress that minority-owned firms
have achieved.

I led on this issue by sending two bi-
partisan letters to the House Appro-
priations Committee, joined by over 70
Members, advocating for Congress to
fund the MBDA at fiscal 2017 levels,
and recommending that the MBDA pro-
vide annual policy reports to Congress.

The agency has one of the highest re-
turns on investment in the Federal
Government, helping minority-owned
firms secure $40 billion in contracts
and capital over the last 10 years. The
8 million minority businesses in the
United States contribute $1.4 trillion in
economic output to the economy. My
home State of California leads the Na-
tion with 1.6 million minority-owned
firms, which represents 45 percent of
all businesses in my State.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
continue funding the Minority Busi-
ness Development Agency so that we
can continue to see this progress in our
economic growth and for the commu-
nities of our Nation.

——————

NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN’S
DAY

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, today is
National Missing Children’s Day. This
day of recognition was started by
President Reagan in 1983 to raise
awareness of the threat of child abduc-
tion, and reminds us today that we
still have work to do.

Following the tragic murder of 9-
year-old Amber Hagerman in 1996, Con-
gress authorized the AMBER Alert sys-
tem to create a coordinated alert sys-
tem to assist law enforcement in find-
ing abducted children in the important
first hours after an abduction. Since its
inception, more than 800 children have
been recovered through the use of the
AMBER Alert system.

However, the original legislation did
not include Indian Tribes as eligible
users of the program, and we saw the
tragic effects of this exclusion when 11-
year-old Ashlynne Mike was abducted
and murdered on the Navajo Nation.

For this reason, I have introduced
the AMBER Alert in Indian Country
Act. This act will include our 567 Fed-
erally recognized tribes as partners in
the AMBER Alert Program to ensure
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that everyone is able to utilize this im-
portant tool. My bill is a bipartisan ef-
fort and it is endorsed by criminal jus-
tice, child safety groups, and Indian
Tribes around the country.

Mr. Speaker, the AMBER Alert has
helped many families experience the
joy of being reunited with an abducted
child. It is time we extend this alert to
Indian Country so that no child is out-
side the jurisdiction of this vital pro-
gram.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation so we can continue to pro-
tect our children.

—————

AMERICA NEEDS A RAISE

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, America
needs a raise.

It has been years since we have in-
creased the Federal minimum wage,
which is an abysmal $7.25. All over this
country, we see ballot measures pass-
ing in red States and blue State in-
creasing the minimum wage, like Alas-
ka and Arkansas. We have seen the
minimum wage go up in New Jersey
and all over the country. While people
in Congress may not realize that Amer-
ica needs a raise, people across the
United States do.

Today I am going to participate in a
press conference to say that we are
going to propose a bill to raise the min-
imum to $15 an hour and index it. This
is a simple recognition that if you
work full time, you shouldn’t live in
poverty. If you work full time, you
shouldn’t have to rely on food stamps,
you shouldn’t have to rely on housing
assistance, and you shouldn’t have to
rely on medical assistance.

I believe in those programs and I sup-
port them, but if you work hard every
day, you shouldn’t have to rely on gov-
ernment assistance just to put food on
the table.

Mr. Speaker, two-thirds of the people
who benefit from an increase in the
minimum wage are women. This is a
gender issue. This is a general inequal-
ity problem.

We have to fight. America needs a
raise, Mr. Speaker. Let’s do it.

—
0 1200

REMEMBERING DR. AMY REED

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart that we say good-
bye to Dr. Amy Reed, a recognized phy-
sician, exemplary mother and wife, and
dedicated patient advocate.

Dr. Reed didn’t ask for the situation
she found herself in following a proce-
dure in 2013, but it was immediately
evident to anyone that met her—and
her family—that she was going to be a
fighter, not only for herself but for oth-
ers.



May 25, 2017

Through her 1loving husband’s,
Hooman’s, campaign to bring aware-
ness to the dangers of power
morcellators, there is no doubt that
women’s lives around this country
have been saved and device manufac-
turers and regulators have been forced
to review their safety protocols and
standards.

This is Amy’s gift, and we are eter-
nally grateful. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with her dedicated husband and
partner, their six children, and her en-
tire family. Let our community em-
brace them in their time of sorrow and
vow to carry Amy’s legacy and mission
forward.

————
THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today, At-
torney General Jefferson Beauregard
Sessions spoke in Memphis, Tennessee.
I felt like I was listening to something
out of the fifties or sixties. He put out
all the platitudes about being tough on
crime and locking people up and think-
ing that was going to help solve the
crime problem.

He didn’t talk at all about the cost of
crime and the Bernie Madoff-like budg-
et that we have been presented by the
Trump administration, cutting minor-
ity business centers, cutting SNAP
funding, cutting LIHEAP funding, and
cutting opportunities for Medicaid,
healthcare, and education.

There are causes to crime that
should be attacked. There is a smart
way to attack crime, and there is a
dumb way to attack crime. The dumb
way is to return to the era where we
failed because we locked up so many
people at $30,000 a year that the only
people who are happy about his ap-
proach are the private prison industry
who make money out of people’s mis-
ery and crime.

———

MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take this time to honor our coun-
try’s fallen servicemen and -women.
This weekend, we will observe Memo-
rial Day, a day dedicated to those who
have fought and died selflessly to pro-
tect our country.

Since 1868, Americans have cele-
brated what was once called Decora-
tion Day to honor the fallen. Every
year since then, we have honored those
who have fallen at Gettysburg, at San
Juan Hill, in the Argonne Forest, on
the shores of Normandy and Guadal-
canal, at Inchon, at la Drang, in the
desert at Objective Norfolk, on the
streets of Fallujah, and in Zabul Prov-
ince.

This important day is not only
meant to commemorate those who lost
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their lives fighting for our country but
also to highlight why they were called
upon to serve our country in battle.
They fought to preserve the great
privilege of freedom that we must
never take for granted.

America’s promise of liberty would
not be possible without the courage
and sacrifice of our men and women in
uniform. We owe these patriots a debt
that can never be repaid but that must
be remembered always, not just on Me-
morial Day.

This day of remembrance is a solemn
occasion, and, therefore, let us not
only say prayers for the fallen, let’s
also celebrate their lives and give
heartfelt thanks to God and their fami-
lies for their sacrifices in protecting
our Nation, the world’s bastion of lib-
erty and freedom.

———
CHILD RESCUE COALITION

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, this
morning, I supported the Protecting
Against Child Exploitation Act to help
stop the unspeakable cruelty of child
pornography.

The trade of child pornography on
the internet is not just information
streaming across wires, it is abuse; and
those who trade in child pornography
are compounding the physical abuse of
innocent victims who are depicted in
these horrible images. They are real
children next door and across the coun-
try.

An astounding 28 percent of Amer-
ican youth will be sexually victimized
at some point in their lives. Thank-
fully, the Child Rescue Coalition in
Boca Raton, Florida, is already fight-
ing back. They are using real-time data
to help law enforcement track sexual
predators from the darkest corners of
the internet to their front door.

Child Rescue Coalition has used their
cutting edge technology as a critical
partner with law enforcement and child
advocates to help rescue over 2,000
lonely, afraid, and hurt children across
the world.

I thank my constituent, Carly Yoost,
for the heroic work of the Child Rescue
Coalition—shielding, rescuing, and
safeguarding children from sexual ex-
ploitation.

THE FIGHT TO STOP HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to continue support for this
week’s focus on combating human traf-
ficking.

Some of the people most vulnerable
to trafficking are unaccompanied alien
children who cross our southern bor-
der. These children are oftentimes re-
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leased to sponsors or relatives, and
sometimes they simply disappear. Once
released, unaccompanied alien children
receive one follow-up phone call, and
many are never contacted, leaving
them potentially wvulnerable to traf-
ficking.

No child should fall into the hands of
traffickers because of our lack of sur-
veillance. When I was in practice as a
physician, if I ever suspected that a
child had been abused, I was required
by law to notify authorities. We should
require no less of our Federal agencies.

Today, I am asking the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement to redouble their ef-
forts to make certain these children
never end up in the care of the wrong
people.

I also want to take this opportunity
to thank our Denton County sheriff,
Tracy Murphree. Just last weekend,
they conducted a significant human
trafficking operation that led to 11 ar-
rests. I am grateful for them and for all
law enforcement officials for taking
the steps to end this abuse.

———

NOW IS THE TIME FOR AN
IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
am delighted to go home and join my
community in honoring the fallen as
we come together and say thank you.
But as I go home, as well, I will be vis-
iting with so many constituents who
will be asking the question: Why?

This week in the Budget Committee,
a very callous statement by the OMB
Director about diabetes victims or in-
dividuals who have that disease who
are sitting on their couch and eating
nonnutritious food, because the budget
that the President has offered wants to
take 23 million people off of
healthcare, take $880 billion away from
seniors who are in nursing homes who
need Medicaid, and shutting down the
Meals on Wheels. That is inhumane and
cruel.

At the same time, they will be asking
me about the ridiculous, if you will, ac-
tions of the President firing the FBI
Director because he was involved in the
Russian investigation, asking the Na-
tional Security Agency Director to
block or to avoid talking about Rus-
sian collusion, and the National Intel-
ligence Director asking him to cover
up such things.

I believe now it is time for an im-
peachment inquiry that goes along
with the other investigations, along
with the U.S. commission, along with
the legislation on the special pros-
ecutor because a special counsel can be
fired. Our constituents are asking for
the truth, and we need to give the
truth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR
VETERANS

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
introduce the Mental Health Services
for All Veterans Act.

Last week, on May 18, just before
noon, a man in his car did a U-turn in
Times Square, New York, and mowed
down 23 people, killing a young woman.
This man is obviously mentally ill.
This man is also a Navy veteran.

He is not alone. Every day in Amer-
ica, roughly 22 veterans commit sui-
cide. In fact, according to a study by
the GAO, 60 percent of troops that have
been discharged for misconduct in re-
cent years suffered from a mental ill-
ness.

It is simply too difficult for many
veterans in this country to receive
mental health counseling, and we need
to make mental health counseling
available for every single veteran in
this country, regardless of whether
they were in the National Guard, in the
Reserves, or in Active Duty.

It is obvious when someone loses a
limb or is injured tragically in war to
identify that their injury is service re-
lated. But for veterans who go home at
night and are alone by themselves suf-
fering with a mental illness, too many
are suffering alone, and it is not easy
to identify these problems—especially
when they are in crisis—to show up at
a counseling center or to show up at a
VA and demonstrate that their injury,
their mental illness, is service related.

We need to change this in this coun-
try. We need to make mental health
services available for every single vet-
eran in this country, regardless of their
status and regardless of their income,
in every single circumstance.

———

VA SCHEDULING

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the passage of the
Veterans Administration Scheduling
Accountability Act.

All too often, I hear from veterans
across the 22nd District of New York
who have waited months, and some
years, to have their claims addressed.

In their service to our great Nation,
our veterans sacrifice so much. They
should never die waiting for care they
deserve and need. That is why the
House took important steps to reform
the scheduling and appeals process
while expanding access to the impor-
tant resources that our veterans de-
pend on. This bill will hold every VA
accountable. We seek to correct a
wrong that has hurt so many of our
veterans.

On behalf of the veterans in the 22nd
District, I thank my colleague, Rep-
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resentative JACKIE WALORSKI, and my
colleagues in the House, for putting
our Nation’s heroes first and unani-
mously passing this important piece of
legislation right before Memorial Day.
———

NATIONAL ASTHMA AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, May is
Asthma Awareness Month. As co-chair
of the House Asthma and Allergy Cau-
cus, I would like to talk about what we
can do for our constituents living with
asthma.

About 24 million Americans have
asthma, and more than one-quarter are
children. Asthma costs our health sys-
tem more than $56 billion every year,
along with billions lost in lost produc-
tivity.

In New York, where more than one
and a half million live with asthma, we
are all too familiar with these stag-
gering costs which come on top of a
heartbreaking human toll: about 3,600
Americans die every year because of
asthma.

I have asked appropriators to fund
the CDC’s National Asthma Control
Program which helps States monitor
and treat asthma at $29 million. This
program has brought down asthma-re-
lated costs by billions and literally
saves lives.

Since the program’s inception,
deaths from asthma episodes have fall-
en nearly one-quarter. So this works.
It is money well spent, and we can’t af-
ford not to have it.

In honor of Asthma Awareness
Month, I implore my colleagues to sup-
port this program and bring Americans
living with asthma much-needed relief.

————

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
AMHERST 45TH ANNIVERSARY
OF UNIVERSITY WITHOUT WALLS

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 45th anniversary
of the University of Massachusetts Am-
herst University Without Walls, one of
the oldest and most highly regarded
adult bachelor’s degree completion pro-
grams in the Nation.

Founded in 1971, UWW provides non-
traditional students with access to the
resources of our best universities. It
has developed into a national leader in
adult education, having graduated
nearly 4,300 students, including basket-
ball legend, Julius Erving.

One of the first programs in the Na-
tion to offer an innovative blend of on-
line and classroom learning, UWW pro-
vides an excellent education to stu-
dents, including many veterans who
are unable to complete a traditional
college degree due to financial con-

May 25, 2017

straints, family obligations,
sonal hardship.

The key to success is the incredible
team of UMass Amherst faculty and
staff who have dedicated their lives to
teaching and supporting adult students
as they balance family, community,
and academic responsibilities.

I wish to personally thank all of the
faculty, staff, and UWW students for
their dedication to excellence.

——
PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to express my op-
position to President Trump’s proposed
budget. This budget proposal confirms
our worst fears about the priorities of
his administration.

The budget is cruel, it is short-
sighted, and would be a disaster for ef-
forts to strengthen the middle class in
my district and across this country.

It will hurt hardworking families and
communities throughout New Hamp-
shire. It guts public education, after-
school programs, and student loan sup-
port. It jeopardizes clean air, clean
water, and our response to the opioid
epidemic that is reaching crisis propor-
tions.

It eliminates critical programs for
the most vulnerable, like the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram which Kkeeps low-income seniors
and families warm in the cold winter
months and SNAP which helps families
feed their children, and decimates suc-
cessful economic development pro-
grams like the Northern Border Re-
gional Commission and community de-
velopment block grants.

The last thing we should be doing is
eliminating effective programs that
create jobs and boost our economic
competitiveness.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose these misguided cuts.

——
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SEXUAL ASSAULT IN CALIFORNIA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Nolan Bruder’s younger sister believed
that she could trust her big brother. So
when this 19-year-old brother offered
her marijuana ‘‘dabs’” and the oppor-
tunity to get high, she accepted, trust-
ing him. But with Nolan’s pushing, she
became so stoned that she no longer
recognized the man in front of her,
that it was her older brother.

Taking advantage of her drugged
state, he sexually assaulted his own 16-
year-old sister. This is repugnant, Mr.
Speaker.

On May 17, Nolan was sentenced for
rape of an intoxicated person. The sen-
tence? A mere 240 days in prison and

or per-
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then probation. Why? Because the
judge decided that prison would se-
verely impact Bruder.

Well, Mr. Speaker,
point?

Even evidence showed the defendant
had no remorse and was smug at the
trial.

I was a prosecutor and a judge in
Texas for over 30 years. I met a lot of
rape victims and learned that their
lives were forever devastated by rap-
ists.

Mr. Speaker, sexual assault is never
the fault of the victim, contrary to
what Judge Follett thinks. Judge
Follett got it wrong, Mr. Speaker. He
got it wrong in this case. It is time for
him to pack his toothbrush and leave
the bench.

And that is just the way it is.

isn’t that the

INTRODUCING THE UNITED
STATES-ISRAEL AGRICULTURE
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ACT

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the United States-Israel
Agriculture Strategic Partnership Act,
H.R. 2659, a bipartisan bill that perma-
nently authorizes the U.S.-Israel Bina-
tional Agricultural Research and De-
velopment program, otherwise known
as BARD, which is celebrating its 40th
anniversary.

I thank my co-introducer, Congress-
man YOHO, as well as you, Mr. Speaker,
for being a cosponsor, and many others
in the Florida delegation.

I could wax ecstatic and poetic about
BARD, but let me just say this: the
program works. It inspires healthy
competition of good ideas. It is bene-
ficial to both countries and provides a
fantastic return on investment; over
$440 million worth of benefits for the
United States and $300 million of bene-
fits for Israel.

BARD is focused on urgent goals like
increasing agricultural productivity,
particularly in hot and dry climates.

BARD is training the next generation
of innovators through ag science work-
shops and postdoctoral fellowships. It
funds programs in over 25 States, in-
cluding our great State of Florida. It
strengthens our relationship with our
best ally in the Middle East: Israel.

This is a forward-looking, common-
sense, bipartisan bill supported by ex-
perts and advocates on both sides of
the aisle.

———
MEMORIAL DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MAST) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may
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have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise on the
heels of Memorial Day to discuss what
we must learn from those we specifi-
cally remember on this and every Me-
morial Day going forward.

All among us, every single person in
this Chamber, every single person that
visits here, we all have those days of
the year where the history that is bur-
ied down deep inside of us is stirred up
for whatever reason that may be. For
some of us maybe it is that we lost a
loved one right around Christmas and
now we can’t get through the holidays
without remembering that person each
year and the ways in which that person
touched our life.

Maybe for others it was right around
your birthday when you lost a loved
one or somebody passed, and on each
year on the celebration of your own
life, you find yourself remembering the
loss of that life, the loss of that friend.

Maybe for you that history is buried
down inside and gets stirred up because
of a certain smell in the air that brings
you back to a time and place in your
life. It can be hearing a special song
that had meaning and somehow con-
nected that person to you.

For others, maybe it is driving past a
certain restaurant or an intersection
or a park that really weighs heavily on
your heart.

I find those feelings each and every
day as I look down at my wrist and I
read these bracelets with the names of
friends who left this world in the most
honorable way that any person can: in
defense of our Nation.

Men like Army Ranger Medic Jona-
than Peney. On his fourth tour in Af-
ghanistan, he died on June 1, 2010, from
wounds that he sustained while giving
medical aid to another wounded Rang-
er. He was only 22 years old. When I
speak to his mother, I know just how
much she misses him.

Or Army Sergeant Justin Allen. He
was killed on July 18, 2010. I can re-
member the last thing that I said to
him. I remember the mission vividly
that we were on, and I remember the
Rangers who spoke about him the next
day on the flight line as we sent him
home.

I remember Bradley Rappuhn and
Andrew Nicol and the compound that
we were assaulting when they passed.

You know, for me and many others
across this Nation, the day that stands
out above all for us is a day that is just
a few days from now. It is Memorial
Day, the day that America has specifi-
cally set aside to remember the men
and women that relinquished their life
while serving in the United States
Armed Forces. And it rests as the day
that is most heavy on our hearts.

This day is so heavy on my heart
that, to my shame, one year I asked
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my wife, Brianna, that she and our
children, Magnum and Maverick, not
accompany me to the cemetery that I
was going to be speaking at that Me-
morial Day. I asked that she stay at
home with our two little boys.

I made that request because I didn’t
want my little boys to have to see me
in pain. And at that point in life, I just
wasn’t strong enough. I wasn’t strong
enough to tell them why their daddy
had tears or was crying on that day.

And today I try to be more coura-
geous, and I try to tell my boys why I
have tears on that and every Memorial
Day. And whenever I hear the slow sol-
emn hum of taps, whether it is on Me-
morial Day or Veterans Day or in the
presence of some newly fallen comrade
or playing on a TV in the background,
I have to pause and wipe my eyes and
regain my composure.

Or when I hear that cold crack of a
21-gun salute, I do find myself too
numb to the sound of gunfire to be
startled by it, but it still reverberates
to my core as though I was struck by
the shots myself. That is the pain that
I feel.

You know, those little boys of mine,
they need to know that there were
brave men and brave women who
showed strength and courage and patri-
otism with every fiber of their being on
their behalf so that they may live free.
That they may live free.

Think about that. They served never
thinking about personal gain or per-
sonal sacrifice, but thinking about
their personal contribution to our Na-
tion. And as we find ourselves on the
heels of Memorial Day, I believe every
Member of this House, every Member of
Congress, must reflect on every tear
shed across this Nation, every empty
seat at every dinner table, every name
etched onto a piece of stone that is for
a son or daughter of America who gave
everything for the freedom and the life
of others.

We in this Chamber must think daily
about all the men and women who have
fought and died for this cause, this Na-
tion that they loved more than their
own breath.

I think about those that I knew per-
sonally, those that I have heard about.
I think about those who came long be-
fore me. And I ask myself every single
day: Would they be proud of the work
that we do in this Chamber, how we
represent our Nation and the values
that they fought for that they gave
their life for? Would they want us as a
member of their team?

I used to tell folks that, to date, in
our theaters of war, I have lost 67 close
friends. That used to be true. But the
reality is I no longer know how many
friends I have lost. I have stopped
counting. What I know is that we must
live the way that they lived every day:
without excuse, without regret. Full
throttle, as one of my friends used to
say.

For some of them, their blood has
stained my own uniform. Some of them
I lost simply being on the same mis-
sion. And some were on other missions
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in other places around the world. And
each year on Memorial Day and many
other days, I think most often of one of
my friends specifically, Ranger Ser-
geant First Class Lance Vogeler, who,
after four tours in Iraq and eight tours
in Afghanistan, made the ultimate sac-
rifice on October 1, 2010, while in battle
just a few short days after my own in-
jury.

I know that he is deeply missed by
me and all of his friends, and certainly
by his wife and his two children that he
left behind. You know, I can remember
him telling me about them one night
as we were in Afghanistan and he and I
sat against a fence in the dark of night
waiting for a helicopter to come and
pick us up. I can remember him telling
me about his family. I wasn’t there
when he passed, but I am told that his
last words were of his wife and of his
children.

I think often if he would be proud of
the way that this place conducts itself.
He is the definition of a hero. He is ex-
actly what Memorial Day honors. And
knowing him, I know that none of us
here can measure up, but I want to
know that we honor him and every
other hero who is remembered offi-
cially in just a few days with our ac-
tions in here each and every day. We
owe it to men like him to fight to
make America the strongest version of
itself that it could ever be.

I want us to honor each of those close
friends that I have lost in our theaters
of war and every other who has traded
their life for our freedom, for our
America, with their own actions on
each day.

As we approach Memorial Day, I al-
ways remember well a lot of things
about those friends. I remember their
smiles. And I remember the jokes that
we would play on each other. I can re-
member hiding somebody’s gear or add-
ing a big rock into their pack without
them knowing, just to weigh it down,
make them sweat a little bit more. And
I can remember where they were from.
I can remember the time that we spent
training together, shooting together,
jumping out of aircraft together, rop-
ing from helicopters together, blowing
things up together. I can remember
their hobbies, and I can remember
their plans for what they wanted to do
whenever they returned home. I can re-
member the pictures that they them-
selves would carry in their breast pock-
et of the ones that they loved most,
just like the one that I would carry of
my wife, Brianna, and our one son that
I had at that time. I can remember
their lifesaving actions on the battle-
field. I can remember their acts of
valor, and I can remember the way
that we each confidently put our lives
in each other’s hands.
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I remember some who are no longer
with us today who placed themselves in
the line of fire to carry me from the
battlefield that I not become a cas-
ualty of war. I can remember their loy-
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alty and their determination and their
grit, and, for some of them, I can re-
member their last breaths. I can re-
member saluting their casket with the
most beautiful flag that I have ever
seen draped gracefully across it, and I
can remember seeing that flag folded
and handed to those whose pictures
they had been carrying. I can remem-
ber seeing the way that those family
members would cling to that flag.

As I remember these moments, I
want to see, more than anything, that
the way we, here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, conduct ourselves honors
the way those who gave the last beat of
their heart conducted themselves on
our behalf. If statues of those men and
women surrounded our floor here,
would they look onto each of us each
day and would they swell with pride
over our service, or would their hearts
sink? Would they turn away and be
ashamed? Would they look on and be
proud?

The goal of American heroes has al-
ways been country first, themselves
second. They knew, those who gave on
behalf of this place, that the establish-
ment of this country, the maintenance
of America, its safety, the protection
of each and every citizen is not a prod-
uct of chance. It is not a product of
luck. It is not a product of indifference.
So they stood between every American
and evil with purpose and resolve re-
gardless of what it was going to cost
them.

They knew the job was never easy, it
was never safe, it was always dan-
gerous, and it was almost always dead-
ly. While they may have disagreed on
how to conduct a mission, I know they
never wished for the failure of their
comrade or, for that matter, the failure
of any American ever. They certainly
never wished for the failure of the lead-
ers of our Nation.

My office is in the Rayburn House Of-
fice Building, and in one of our en-
trances is the name of each who has
fallen in the war on terror listed year
by year. All of those friends of mine
are listed there. When I see them, I
stop, and I think about them every sin-
gle time. I wish that the name of every
single American who has fallen well in
defense of our Nation adorned each and
every wall of this Chamber in here, as
it does in my office building, that we
would look on each time we speak on
this floor and question ourselves as to
whether our motives are as pure as
their motives were.

Every American child, every adult,
every man and woman has the limitless
opportunities to enjoy their life, to be-
come whatever it is in the world they
want to be, to achieve whatever they
have the courage to attempt and the
determination and the fortitude to
spend themselves in fully to accom-
plish. That limitless opportunity each
citizen has and each of us in here in the
House is afforded has been paid for
with the blood and the spirit of men
and women who traded their own life
to fulfill an oath to our great Nation.
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Their oath was the same that we as
Members of Congress vow to fulfill: to
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; to bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; to take
that obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of eva-
sion, so help us God.

And though we take that same oath,
I know we do not always show the same
commitment. Those heroes never
thought about what was easy or pop-
ular to masses or what they would get
out of their actions. It was not reelec-
tion on the line for them. It was their
life on the line, and they gave it freely.

As I think about Memorial Day, I
wish we could, daily, see every heroic
name across our walls here and recall
the harrowing stories of the Second
World War and the over 400,000 U.S.
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine, Coast-
guardsman, and each and every Mer-
chant Marine who fought and died in
Europe and in the Pacific and in Africa
for the freedom of the entire world
from being ruled by an evil and intoler-
ant empire. They died in places named
Ardennes Forest and Midway and Gua-
dalcanal.

I wish we thought about each vote we
took and looked at the names of our
over 36,000 servicemembers who would
never return home from the frozen mud
of Korea and think is that what they
fought for at the Chosin Reservoir. I
wish we could recount the names and
the stories of the over 58,000 service-
members who died in combat or while
captured or who went through torture
and starvation before giving their life
or while missing as a part of the Viet-
nam war in places like Khe Sanh and
Saigon.

I wish we saw the names of the serv-
icemembers who put their country first
and themselves second while serving in
the Dominican Republic or Iran or El
Salvador or Beirut or Grenada or Pan-
ama or the Persian Gulf as we thought
about what we will say when we are
given the chance to speak on this floor
and if our words would be worth even
one second of their life.

I wish we could think about the
Delta operators or the Army Rangers
or the Black Hawk pilots who gave it
all in the dusty sands of Somalia,
Medal of Honor recipients like Master
Sergeant Gary Gordon and Sergeant
First Class Randall Shughart, who vol-
unteered to go into a situation that
they knew would claim their life in
order to save their fellow fighters.
They were devoted to their duty, and
their duty was to their brothers and to
their country.

Or those who fought and died in Bos-
nia and Kosovo and on the USS Cole,
and all those who fought in places that
we may never know because of threats
to us that we never even knew existed,
we need to ask if they would give the
last beat of their heart for the way in
which we legislate our country.
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Most personally for me, I would
think deeply on the thousands of sol-
diers, sailors, marines, airmen, coast-
guardsmen who defended this country
with the last beat of their heart in a
place like Iraq or Afghanistan or Syria,
would they be proud. These were the
men and women who I served along-
side, men and women who served self-
lessly and repeatedly year after year,
knowing full well the hazards of their
profession.

I couldn’t be more proud than to
have the few moments that I did with
the best and the most honorable that
our Nation has ever produced, who sac-
rificed their whole self because it was
best for the men and women to their
left and to their right in battle, be-
cause it was best for the freedom and
the liberty and the security of every
person. I don’t know how to ever make
the pain of their loss go away. I do
know how to honor them. We do it with
the way that we live each day going
forward that they do not have the op-
portunity to live.

They would want every American to
cherish the gift of freedom that they
have been given by God, which was de-
fended by those angels whose names
are now etched in row after row of
plain white markers in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. They would want us
all to live exactly as they lived: with
no regrets, loving this country more
than we loved ourselves, fighting as
hard as they fought, never quitting,
never giving up. We owe it to them to
do so, to not ask ourselves what we can
take for ourselves, but to ask what we,
ourselves, can give.

I want my kids to grow up honoring
these men and these women who have
sacrificed. I want my young boys to
know that they get to give me a hug or
a smile, but there are men and women
who are willing to risk never having
one more of those from their own fami-
lies, and I want them to live the way
that those heroes lived. I want my chil-
dren to know it is honorable to have
the courage to mourn them, and I want
them to have the resolve to not squan-
der the opportunities which have been
paid for with the selfless blood of every
American warrior.

I get grief in my heart when I think
of all those who have gone in defense of
our flag, but I also think about each of
the great warriors that they were, and
I smile because there can be no more
honorable way to leave this world than
in a pile of brass while fighting for the
greatest nation ever to be established
on the face of this Earth.

We here need to think of the thou-
sands who gave their lives selflessly,
without expectation of anything in re-
turn, true selfless servants serving sim-
ply to do what was best for the United
States of America. Some were infan-
trymen; some were mortarmen; some
were engineers or tankers or something
else. They were men and women who,
through the ages, created the reputa-
tion and the legacy and the tradition
that made me say: ‘“That is what I
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want to be. That is how I want to
serve. That is how I want to help.”

Here, we must learn from those who
we think about most on Memorial Day.
We need to look at them and their
names and their lives and their stories
and their sacrifice and demand the
same thing out of ourselves. They
pushed through the cold. They pushed
through the snow. They pushed with-
out adequate supplies. They fought
back tanks. They always pushed for-
ward in the face of bombarding artil-
lery. They pushed so hard that their
weapon would overheat. They pushed
through trench foot. They did it with
fixed bayonets, which they used to de-
fend their own foxholes and then used
them to carve our enemy out of their
foxholes. They stayed in the fight when
they were wounded, even though it
would certainly mean a bitter end that
was very far from home.

They did not stop because they were
tired. They did not stop because they
were exhausted or freezing or hungry.
They did it even though they had to
sleep on the ground or sleep in the field
or sometimes never sleep at all. They
only stopped when the job was done.
They only stopped when the mission
was accomplished. This is the grit with
which Americans have always defended
America.

We have taken that same oath in this
House, and American heroes, they set
the precedent for every generation
about how to do that job. To do it for
them was not just a job or a paycheck,
it was a calling. It was a calling that
few have the stomach to undertake and
that, certainly, even fewer still are ca-
pable of ever doing. It requires uncom-
mon characteristics such as courage
and valor and selflessness.

Today those words are thrown around
very lightly by many, but those we re-
member on Memorial Day have actu-
ally lived and breathed the definition
of these characteristics.

They did it by flying aircraft or driv-
ing armored vehicles. They did it by
setting sail with the most powerful
fleet ever seen on our seas. They did it
by yoking their bodies with a rifle or a
pistol, by carrying hundreds of rounds
of ammunition and hundreds of pounds
of gear, wearing a helmet and explo-
sives, carrying everything that they re-
quired to save the life of another serv-
icemember as well as everything that
they needed to survive for days or
months on end.

They did it while being targeted by
snipers, while having bombs or mortars
or grenades hurled at them, while hav-
ing an RPG fired at them. They did it
while walking in fields of mines and
improvised explosive devices. They did
it by carrying that load for miles and
days across mountains, across rolling
hills, and through fields and forests
and rivers.

They did it while carrying letters for
their friends, which they promised to
deliver to their family should anything
ever happen to them. They did it while
missing births and birthdays and ball
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games and bath times and holidays and
every other good time that they missed
with their families. They did it in the
face of mortal combat. They did it
while holding both the lives of their
friends and the lives of our enemies in
their hands.

We honor those we remember who are
not with us today by taking no charge
more seriously than honoring their
sacrifice with the lives that we now
live. What those heroes have done in
defense of our Nation can never be
taken away from them. We must re-
member that so, too, what we do here
in defense cannot be taken away by the
years that pass if we endeavor to be
warriors, willing to defend America at
any and all costs.

Those we remember are a testament
to the importance of the values and
ideals sewn into the fabric of our Na-
tion, the absolutes. And all I can say
is: Thank God for men and women like
that, for creating such patriots for us
to revere as the standard by which all
other Americans should serve America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
O 1245

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GALLAGHER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
GAETZ), my friend.

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as a Floridian, I have to
take a moment to share my gratitude
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MAST) for the remarks he just shared.

During my occupancy of the rostrum,
my own eyes welled with tears as I
thought of the empty chairs at the
table in my own district and all
throughout the country as people, as
families have made sacrifice and sent
those to fight for us.

I can only be reminded, hearing the
gentleman from Florida’s remarks,
that each and every day in this House
we do fall short of that great patriot-
ism that is reflected by our servicemen
and -women: We could do better; we
could be more worthy of the sacrifice;
we could resist the influences of special
interests more; we could make the
tough decisions that are necessary; we
could put America on a better footing
forward.

It is my belief and my sincere hope,
by hearing the words of my colleague,
by raising our gaze to an even broader
and more accepting patriotism, that we
can do it. And I believe Mr. MAST will
be one of the people that lead us in
that regard.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida for those re-
marks. Mr. GAETZ represents the First
District of Florida, a brother in arms,
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since I represent the First District of
Texas.

We are very grateful for BRIAN MAST
and what he has given for his country,
what he has been willing to give for his
country; and it is an honor to serve
with him in the trenches—sometimes
literal trenches around here—a great,
honorable patriot for America.

On Monday, that is what we will cele-
brate, Memorial Day, and I want to
talk further about that.

Right now I want to touch on an
issue that has occupied a lot of people’s
concern and time this week over CBO
scoring, rather important, but it
should not be.

The Congressional Budget Office and
the Joint Tax Commission do the scor-
ing. Historically, the projections by
CBO seem all too often to be far too
out of line that any governmental enti-
ty would base important critical deci-
sions over ©people’s lives, their
healthcare—it will certainly affect
their lives—and base it on a group
that, as they have explained: We set up
models. And we feed the garbage—they
don’t use that term. But, as far as I am
concerned, they feed garbage in and
they get garbage out.

And projections: Oh, we have to wait
and see what CBO says. People waiting
with bated breath: Oh, is it going to be
in line?

For heaven’s sake, anybody that
waits on a score for the JTC or the CBO
in dealing with the tax reform that we
should do doesn’t have much sense.
And there is nothing wrong with not
having much sense. It just hurts the
country when people without much
sense are here in Washington making
decisions about people’s lives and en-
croaching on their liberty and freedom.

So we have people like BRIAN MAST,
and we have those who have given all,
the last measure of devotion, for our
liberty. Then we turn around and have
a Federal Government that passes laws
about healthcare reform and decides
that they have to have all of the med-
ical records here in the Federal Gov-
ernment.

And do you know what? We need to
have a Consumer Finance Protection
Bureau to protect people from unscru-
pulous bankers, so we are going to get
everybody’s banking records.

Well, as a former judge and as a
former prosecutor, if you wanted some-
body’s banking records, you had to
have sworn proof rising to the level of
probable cause that a crime was com-
mitted and this person committed it,
and then you got the records when a
judge signed off on it. Not now. Not
with the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. They just get everybody’s
records.

And then, without reining in
ObamaCare and if we did not rein in
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, Washington continues to gather
people’s medical records through
sweetheart deals with private entities,
a hypothetical I raised many years ago
as ObamaCare was being pushed
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through, came ever closer—really, is
here—to the point that we could reach
a day—it is not quite here. We have
still got a chance to save America from
the Orwellian nature of ObamaCare and
the CFPB combined.

But years ago I said, you know, if we
don’t stop this craziness, we are going
to reach a point where you could get a
letter from the Federal Government,
saying: Hey, we have got your medical
records, but we notice that you made a
purchase at the grocery store this last
week and bought some bacon, a pound
of bacon. We know, from having your
medical records, that your cholesterol,
weight is not at a very healthy point
right now, so you are either going to
have to quit eating bacon or we are
going to be penalizing you substan-
tially, since we are in charge of your
healthcare, your health insurance. We
are in charge of it.

That is where we have been heading.
And it is something the Founders, who
would not have seen the advent of the
computers and the IT age, but what
they did foresee, whatever develop-
ments in technology that came along,
they foresaw this ongoing battle to
keep government from controlling peo-
ple’s lives and eliminating their lib-
erty. That is what they saw coming.
They didn’t have to see the technology.
They knew what was coming if we
didn’t keep the Federal Government
reined in.

I know there are groups out there
that are gathering information that
say: Well, this Member of Congress,
this Senator, he doesn’t get many bills
passed. Well, if you look at most of the
things we have passed, other than fund-
ing bills, so often they are creating
more government agencies and more
government power. Each time we do,
no matter how noble the purpose is, we
are taking just a little bit of freedom
and a little bit of liberty away from in-
dividuals and giving more power to the
government.

Why I think it is appropriate to bring
this up as we approach Memorial Day
is people have not fought throughout
our history—going back to 1775, 1776,
on to 1783 and the winning of the Amer-
ican Revolution, on through each of
the wars that has been fought in the
name of liberty—they didn’t fight so
that we could come to the floor and
pass more and more bills and create
more and more government. Even when
we are told, ‘‘Oh, but CBO says this
will only cost $5 million this year, or
only cost $56 million, so it is not that
big a deal,” it is still eroding people’s
liberty. It is still taking away freedom
and giving more control to the govern-
ment.

So, as we look briefly at some of the
history on CBO scoring, this is an arti-
cle by Paul Teller, Special Assistant to
the President for Legislative Affairs.
He says:

A new report from the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation
calculated average monthly premiums for
health insurance in the 39 States that use
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healthcare.gov. The research found that
from 2013 to 2017 the average ObamaCare pre-
mium increased by 105 percent across the
country. The report also looked at the cost
spikes by State.

While we await further analysis of the CBO
score for the American Health Care Act as
passed by the House, this information is an
important reminder about the negative im-
pact of ObamaCare.

Besides just how unaffordable ObamaCare
has been for hardworking Americans, you
might consider three key things about to-
day’s CBO score in the context of this new
report.

Number one, the original CBO estimate of
ObamaCare premiums, November 30, 2009,
said that premiums for the ‘‘nongroup” ex-
change markets would increase slightly and
“would be about 10 percent to 13 percent
higher in 2016.”

CBO has the gall to act like they are
so important and so accurate, but over
and over, if you look at critical projec-
tions they have made and for people to
have said, and CBO, in 2009, you know,
by 2016, you might have a 10 to 13 per-
cent increase in your premiums is, or
would be, laughable except for the cry-
ing of Americans across the country
who can’t afford the premiums that
have gone up 2, 3, 4, or 10 times.

One of our small-business employers
said he paid, a couple of years ago,
$563,000 for his employees’ health insur-
ance, and the following year it was
$150,000 for his employees. That leaves
him without personal income because
he had such a dramatic increase in the
premiums. But how could that be? CBO
said maybe a 10 to 13 percent increase
over that 7-year period.

It comes back to show, once again, as
I told Bloomberg this morning, it ap-
pears those folks, figuratively speak-
ing, couldn’t find their rear end with
both hands.

Number two, even if you assume CBO’s
AHCA estimate is completely accurate, the
first score, March 17, 2017, showed that the
bill would bring down nongroup premium
costs over the next 10 years. While CBO did
say that premiums would rise slightly over
the transition period, attributed to the re-
peal of the individual mandate, by 2020 the
AHCA would change the trajectory of pre-
miums and ‘“‘By 2026, average premiums for
single policyholders in the nongroup market
under the legislation would be roughly 10
percent lower.”’
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So you hang around and wait for 10
years under the original AHCA and you
might have a 10 percent decrease 10
years from now, which is absurd. They
were so desperately wrong on their pro-
jections.

And I don’t have it in front of me. It
may be in one of these articles here,
but I think originally their projection
of cost of ObamaCare was about 1.1,
$1.2 trillion over 10 years; and then, of
course, the President got upset, be-
cause he had said: Oh no, it is going to
be under $1 trillion for 10 years.

He calls the Director of CBO over to
the Oval Office. They have a conversa-
tion and, amazingly, the Director of
CBO comes out and says: You know
what? After meeting with the Presi-
dent, while I—things came clearer for
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me, and turns out it probably will be
$800 billion or so. It will be like the
President said. I just needed to speak
to the President to all of a sudden have
a lot more clarity than I did before I
went to the Oval Office. But it is under
$1 trillion, like the President said, now
that I think about it with more clarity.

And then, of course, after ObamaCare
passed, very quickly we started learn-
ing, no, it wasn’t going to be under a
trillion; it was going to be over a tril-
lion; maybe 1.7, 1.9. And before long, we
start seeing projections more like $2.6
trillion over 10 years. And even one
that I had seen that said, you know,
maybe 3.6, roughly $4 trillion over 10
years.

As I have said a number of times, you
know, any scoring agency whose mar-
gin of error is plus or minus 400 percent
really shouldn’t be relied on by anyone
trying to create meaningful law in
Congress. That is why for a number of
years I have been pushing for the elimi-
nation of CBO for a better system,
where, as Americans, we believe in
competition—or we used to.

Now, I know we have got some folks
that can’t compete. They need a safe
space if somebody is going to compete
with them. But what made America
great was American competitiveness.
We could compete with anybody and
prevail.

So why wouldn’t we have scorers
compete so that we could score the
scorers, so that every critically impor-
tant bill to the American public didn’t
get sidetracked by some bogus models?

And I am not saying they do it inten-
tionally. You don’t have to do it inten-
tionally to have a margin of error plus
or minus 400 percent. You can be legiti-
mately that bad at projecting what
things will cost; and it has happened
throughout the time that we have had
projections.

So what I was proposing—and I got
my friend, who was the chairman of
the Budget Committee, to agree to sit
down to dinner with a dear friend of
his, Dr. Arthur Laffer, former eco-
nomic adviser to Reagan, now an ad-
viser to President Trump, and also a
friend of both of ours, Steve Moore,
who had been the senior editor with
The Wall Street Journal. I asked if the
Budget Committee chairman would sit
down with me and Arthur Laffer and
Steve Moore and talk about CBO.

This has been a number of years ago.
We sat down at the Capitol Hill Club
one evening and, of course, my friend,
Dr. Tom Coburn, walks by and says:
Okay. Is this one of those puzzles? Fig-
ure out which piece doesn’t belong
here? I get chairman of the Budget
Committee, I get Wall Street Journal
guy, Steve Moore, I get economic ad-
viser Art Laffer. Louie, what are you
doing at this table?

But it was my idea. We needed to
come up with a way to have competi-
tive scoring by competitive scorers,
and then get to where we can score the
scorers, so that when we look at a
score that is presented to us on a bill
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that is being proposed, you can look at
the score of that scoring entity. And if
they have a score, say, of 10 percent,
being right within 5 percent, plus or
minus margin of error, then we can
probably take very seriously their
scoring in the future.

My friend—at that time he was
Chairman RYAN—was very open to dis-
cussing it, but really kind of felt like
we needed to keep CBO and have an of-
ficial government scorer.

But since then, Dr. Laffer called
sometime later to let me know that he
had received a private grant, and that
he, his firm, and his son would be
working on a model that could work
for Congress, the House and Senate, to
begin having competitive scoring and
scoring the scorers so we could have
something more reliable, so that we
didn’t have a bunch of bureaucratic
melees from models created that kept
us from doing what was good for Amer-
ica.

So, as I think has been pointed out
before, whether you ask CBO, ‘“‘How
much Federal revenue would we have
come in if we had 100 percent income
tax or 200 percent income tax,” or if
you said, ““Tell us how much Federal
revenue comes in if we create a 200 per-
cent income tax,” since they are not
allowed to consider reality and history,
but only the models they create me-
chanically, it’s probably a good chance
that they would probably dutifully
come in and say: You know what? If
you set up a 200 percent income tax in
the United States of America, then
next year you will bring in twice as
much money to the Federal Treasury
as all Americans make in that year.

Because they are divorced from re-
ality, it doesn’t work into their models
they create.

In talking to my friend, I hope he
doesn’t mind my sharing it. I hope he
will invite me to have spaghetti with
his family at his home in Nashville
again sometime. I love visiting with
him there, being with his great family.

But he was very encouraging. I was a
little depressed. He said: You are a big-
idea guy. Don’t get discouraged when
you propose big ideas like the CBO,
getting rid of them, having competi-
tive scoring, or having a—

See, we get beat up every time we
say: You know what? Like DAN WEB-
STER had found, we have 82 Federal
programs charged with getting people
to and from appointments, and we
don’t need 82 Federal agencies. Most of
them have white, 20-seat vans, carry
three people when they ever carry any-
body.

But if we try to eliminate one of the
82, well, you Republicans hate seniors
or children or puppies or whatever it is.
You are evil. So we keep 82 Federal
programs to get people to and from
agencies; whereas, if we could create—
maybe it is a standing committee and
we pull people from different commit-
tees—a public assistance committee
where we have all 82 of those in every
area of public assistance, we see all the
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duplication because it is all in the
same committee, then we can start
getting some kind of reasonable Fed-
eral Government back under control.
Another idea that we just need to move
on.

But I have been joined by my friend,
and I would be glad to yield to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BACON).

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY COMMISSION

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend and colleague from Texas for
yielding to me.

I just want to take a few moments to
thank the House for the work they did
recently on H.R. 1242, and I want to
urge the Senate to take action on this
bill as well.

So I rise today in support of H.R.
1242, entitled 400 Years of African-
American History Commission Act. I
am a cosponsor of this legislation. I
worked with my colleagues to pass this
act in the House, and I look forward to
the Senate also passing this bill.

I believe it is important for all citi-
zens of the United States to recognize
the unique history, sacrifices, and re-
markable contributions that African
Americans have made to build our
great Nation.

I am invigorated by this legislative
intention to identify and educate the
public on the arrival of Africans and
their role in building this great coun-
try. It is equally important to under-
stand the generational impact that
slavery and laws that enforced racial
discrimination have had on our United
States.

While there have been many success-
ful and inspirational African Ameri-
cans with enumerable contributions,
we must address ongoing disparities in
employment and education by focusing
on achieving six milestones for success.
These milestones include: entering
school ready to learn; reading at grade
level by third grade; graduating from
high school ready for college or career;
completing postsecondary education or
training; successfully entering the
workforce; reducing violence and pro-
viding a second chance for returning
citizens.

I applaud the many organizations ac-
tively working to address these oppor-
tunity gaps faced by African Ameri-
cans. In my community of the Second
Congressional District of Nebraska, I
appreciate the efforts of Willie Ham-
ilton, president and founder of Black
Men United. He is a true grassroots
leader.

In addition, I want to highlight some
other organizations and work that is
ongoing in the district I serve to imple-
ment a coherent cradle-to-college-and-
career strategy for improving the life
outcomes of all young people. These or-
ganizations include: the Urban League
of Nebraska; the START Center, that
is run by my friend, Julian Young; the
Omaha Empowerment Network, coordi-
nated by Willie Barney; the Eastern
Nebraska Community Action Partner-
ship; the 100 Black Men of Omaha; the
Malcolm X Foundation; the Operation
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Youth Success; members of the Mid-
lands Mentoring Partnership; the ef-
forts of the City of Omaha through the
Black Male Achievement Program, pre-
viously coordinated by Cameron Gales,
another friend of mine.

Like all complicated issues facing
Americans, we need this type of strong
community support, along with smart
bipartisan legislation to address these
problems.

As the African-American History
Commission develops programs, I hope
they will consider inspiring commu-
nities to continue building partner-
ships between local organizations, gov-
ernment, businesses, and foundations.
This will connect young African-Amer-
ican men and women with support net-
works, mentoring programs, and the
skills and training they need to suc-
ceed in the classroom and in the work-
force.

While we learn from and celebrate
the past, we must also look to a much
brighter future for all Americans.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate those important observations. I
would like to point out something that
is not getting enough attention, as the
media seems to be driven over issues
like charge of misdemeanor assault on
a reporter, or a Russian connection,
these kind of things.

This story by Luke Rosiak, May 22,
“Democratic Aide Suspected of Major
Security Breach Under Government
Protection in Pakistan.”” There are
some really critical issues here. These
Pakistani individuals—we don’t know
if they have fled now from the U.S.,
some gone back to Pakistan, but they
have been working for our Democratic
colleagues in the House—some of
them—Ilike my friend DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, been working for
her since 2005; may have worked for the
DNC.

Now, there are allegations of steal-
ing, perhaps a couple of hundred thou-
sand dollars or more of computer
equipment from people here at the Hill;
accessing the government information
they should not have been allowed to
access. They were banned from access-
ing the House system. One of them,
particularly the one that has been
working for Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
apparently, according to the story, had
stolen or taken a laptop of hers, hidden
it, and a Capitol policeman found it.

It is kind of important to us, even
though the DNC never let the FBI, CIA,
NSA, or any Federal agents examine
the DNC computer system before they
said: Oh, yeah, it is definitely the Rus-
sians.

Really? How can you say it is defi-
nitely the Russians? You didn’t even
examine it.

But that is the way things have been
going lately. But this is regarding Con-
gressional computer systems, and we
need to get to the bottom of how badly
our system has been compromised.

In addition to the thefts and, you
know, making over $4 million since
2010, having people they owed money
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to—at least one—put on the system,
now we learn he may have never vis-
ited the Hill, and still gotten over
$200,000. Just a lot of issues need to be
dried up, cleared up, but those are
major issues that need to be clarified.

No evidence of Russian collusion, but
there is definitely evidence of Paki-
stani collusion and corruption through
the fine Democratic Congress Members
that they worked for. We just don’t
know how badly they corrupted the
system. We know they got money that
they surely should not have. But let’s
have an investigation into that.

In the meantime, we owe it to all of
those who gave their last full measure
of devotion for this country, we owe it
to them to do a better job here in Con-
gress, passing better laws of giving peo-
ple more liberty and more freedom for
those who died for it.
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There is one thing that is absolutely
certain, and Jesus knew what He was
talking about—John 15:13: ‘‘Greater
love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.” He knew.
He did it.

And for all of those, Mr. Speaker,
who have laid down their lives for
Americans and for those around the
world for their liberty, we just say
thank you. Thank God for you. May
God continue to bless America by giv-
ing us such patriots in the days ahead.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 375. An Act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 719 Church Street in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, as the ‘“Fred D. Thompson Federal
Building and United States Courthouse’.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, May 26, 2017, at 10 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1425. A letter from the Adjutant General,
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States, transmitting the proceedings of the
117th National Convention of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States, held in
Charlotte, North Carolina, July 24-27, 2016,
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1332; (Public Law 90-620
(as amended by Public Law 105-225, Sec. 3);
(112 Stat. 1498) (H. Doc. No. 115—44); ; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and ordered
to be printed.
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1426. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Isopyrazam; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0143; FRI1.-9960-76]
received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1427. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Flazasulfuron; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0112; FRL-
9961-54] received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1428. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fenazaquin; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0029; FRL-9961-99]
received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1429. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s interim final rule — Determination to
Defer Sanctions; Arizona Department of En-
vironmental Quality [EPA-R09-OAR-2017-
0255; FRL-9963-07-Region 9] received May 24,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1430. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Determination of Attain-
ment and Approval of Base Year Emissions
Inventories for the Imperial County, Cali-
fornia Fine Particulate Matter Nonattain-
ment Area; Correction [EPA-R09-OAR-2016-
0772; FRL-9962-82-Region 9] received May 24,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1431. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of State Plans (Negative Declara-
tions) for Designated Facilities and Pollut-
ants: Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Is-
land, and Vermont; Revisions to State Plan
for Designated Facilities and Pollutants:
New Hampshire [EPA-R01-OAR-2017-0202; A-
1-FRL-9962-41-Region 1] received May 24,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1432. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation
Plans; Pennsylvania; Revisions to Allegheny
County Health Department Rules [EPA-R03-
OAR-2017-0064; FRL-9962-7T7-Region 3] re-
ceived May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1433. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Control of Nitrogen Oxide Emissions
from Coal-Fired Electric Generating Units
[EPA-R03-OAR-2016-0238; FRIL-9962-73-Region
3] received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1434. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Michigan; Redesignation of the Belding Area
in Ionia County to Attainment of the 2008
Lead Standard [EPA-R05-OAR-2016-0044;
FRL-9962-72-Region 5] received May 24, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1435. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval;
South Carolina: Air Emissions Reporting
[EPA-R04-OAR-2016-0217; FRL-9962-30-Region
4] received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1436. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Ohio; Redesignation of the Cleveland Area to
Attainment of the 2008 Lead Standard [EPA-
R05-OAR-2016-0395; FRL-9963-01-Region 5] re-
ceived May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1437. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Office of the Managing Director/Financial
Operations, Federal Communications Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Amendment of Part 1 of the
Commission’s Rules [MD Docket No.: 17-123]
received May 23, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1438. A letter from the Chief, Pricing Pol-
icy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Busi-
ness Data Services in an Internet Protocol
Environment [WC Docket No.: 16-143]; Tech-
nology Transitions [GN Docket No.: 13-5];
Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange
Carriers [WC Docket No.: 05-25]; AT&T Cor-
poration Petition for Rulemaking to Reform
Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange
Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access
Services [RM-10593] received May 23, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1439. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a six-month
periodic report, covering November 15, 2016
to May 15, 2017 on the national emergency
with respect to the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12938 of November 14, 1994, and
has been continued by the President each
year, most recently on November 8, 2016, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412,
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C.
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat.
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1440. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean,
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2017 Rec-
reational Accountability Measures and Clo-
sure for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia
[Docket No.: 101206604-1758-02] (RIN: 0648-
XF106) received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

1441. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
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Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pol-
lock in Statistical Area 610 in the Gulf of
Alaska [Docket No.: 160920866-7167-02] (RIN:
0648-XF287) received May 24, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

1442. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Several Groundfish
Species in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Management Area [Docket No.:
150916863-6211-02] (RIN: 0648-XF064) received
May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

1443. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment
to the 2017 Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Pollock, Atka Mackerel, and Pacific Cod
Total Allowable Catch Amounts [Docket No.:
150916863-6211-02] (RIN: 0648-XF108) received
May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

1444. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Sable-
fish Managed Under the Individual Fishing
Quota Program [Docket No.: 160920866-7167-02
and 161020985-7181-02] (RIN: 0648-XF270) re-
ceived May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

1445. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pol-
lock in Statistical Area 610 in the Gulf of
Alaska [Docket No.: 150818742-6210-02] (RIN:
0648-XF206) received May 24, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

1446. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pol-
lock in Statistical Area 610 in the Gulf of
Alaska [Docket No.: 150818742-6210-02] (RIN:
0648-XF224) received May 24, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

1447. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific
Cod by Trawl Catcher Vessels in the Western
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
[Docket No.: 160920866-7167-02] (RIN: 0648-
XF273) received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

1448. A letter from the Acting Deputy As-
sistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
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Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Northeast
Multispecies Fishery; Adjustment of Georges
Bank and Southern New England/Mid-Atlan-
tic Yellowtail Flounder Annual Catch Limits
[Docket No.: 170207156-7225-011 (RIN: 0648-
XF219) received May 23, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

1449. A letter from the Acting Deputy As-
sistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Fisheries Off
West Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fish-
eries; 2017 Management Measures and a Tem-
porary Rule [Docket No.: 161222999-7413-01]
(RIN: 0648-BG59) received May 23, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

1450. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific
Cod by Vessels Using Pot Gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
[Docket No.: 150818742-6210-02] (RIN: 0648-
XF244) received May 24, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

1451. A letter from the Acting Deputy As-
sistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fisheries;
Catch Sharing Plan [Docket No.: 161222999-
7201-017 (RIN: 0648-BG58) received May 24,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

1452. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Policy, International Security
Affairs, Department of Defense, transmitting
a progress report; jointly to the Committees
on Foreign Affairs and Armed Services.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 10. A bill to create hope
and opportunity for investors, consumers,
and entrepreneurs by ending bailouts and
Too Big to Fail, holding Washington and
Wall Street accountable, eliminating red
tape to increase access to capital and credit,
and repealing the provisions of the Dodd-
Frank Act that make America less pros-
perous, less stable, and less free, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
115-153, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

DISHCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, Commit-
tees on Agriculture, Ways and Means, the
Judiciary, Oversight and Government Re-
form, Transportation and Infrastructure,
Rules, the Budget, and Education and the
Workforce discharged from further consider-
ation. H.R. 10 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

———
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. ELLISON, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. HOYER,
Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mr. POCAN, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico,
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. CICILLINE,
Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
MOORE, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. CLAY, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. SABLAN, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr.
COHEN, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York,
Ms. LEE, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. NORCROSS,
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
CONYERS, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. PAYNE,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr.
SERRANO, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. RASKIN, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr.
CAPUANO, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. RUSH, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. COURTNEY,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. WELCH,
Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms.
DELBENE, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. NOLAN, Mr.
SoTO0, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
NADLER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. FUDGE,
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. ESHOO, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Ms. JUDY CHU of
California, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr.
CASTRO of Texas, Mr. KIHUEN, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. TED
LIEU of California, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms.
MAXINE WATERS of California, Mr.
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. POLIS, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Ms. McCoL-
LUM, Mr. DELANEY, Mr. SARBANES,
Ms. TITUS, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr.
RUI1Z, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. TONKO, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. HIGGINS of New York,
Mr. CARDENAS, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. BEYER, Ms. PINGREE,
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. BROWN
of Maryland, Miss RICE of New York,

Ms. ADAMS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms.
BASS, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. AL GREEN
of Texas, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr.

VEASEY, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. ENGEL, Ms. MENG,
Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. SIRES,
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. GABBARD, Mrs.
TORRES, Mr. MoOULTON, Mr. KILMER,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PRICE of North
Carolina, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. ESTY of Connecticut, Ms. EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. MATSUI, Mr.
CARSON of Indiana, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mr. PETERS, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. HECK, Ms. SEWELL
of Alabama, Mr. EVANS, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Mr. CRIST, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. WALZ, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, and Mrs. MURPHY of Florida):
H.R. 15. A bill to provide for increases in
the Federal minimum wage, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. TAKANO,

and Mr. YOUNG of Iowa):
H.R. 2650. A bill to amend the Age Dis-
crimination in Employment Act of 1967 and
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other laws to clarify appropriate standards
for Federal employment discrimination and
retaliation claims, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

By Mr. BARR (for himself and Mr.
TONKO):

H.R. 2651. A bill to improve the integrity
and safety of horseracing by requiring a uni-
form anti-doping and medication control
program to be developed and enforced by an
independent Horseracing Anti-Doping and
Medication Control Authority; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. COFFMAN (for himself, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. POLIS,
Mr. BERGMAN, and Mr. BOST):

H.R. 2652. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to conduct an independent
review of the deaths of certain veterans by
suicide, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas (for herself, Mr. FOSTER, Mr.
PETERS, Ms. NORTON, Mr. TAKANO,
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. TONKO, Mr. PRICE of
North Carolina, Ms. EsTY of Con-
necticut, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. PERLMUTTER, Ms. SLAUGHTER,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. KiILMER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
BEYER, and Mr. LIPINSKI):

H.R. 26563. A bill to direct the Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy
to carry out programs and activities to en-
sure that Federal science agencies and insti-
tutions of higher education receiving Fed-
eral research and development funding are
fully engaging their entire talent pool, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. AMASH, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. STEWART, and Mr.
BUCK):

H.R. 2654. A bill to amend the provisions of
title 40, United States Code, commonly
known as the Davis-Bacon Act, to raise the
threshold dollar amount of contracts subject
to the prevailing wage requirements of such
provisions; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. EVANS:

H.R. 2655. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to expand intellectual property edu-
cation and training for small businesses, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York,
Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire, Ms.
TSONGAS, and Mr. LYNCH):

H.R. 2656. A bill to amend the Federal
Power Act to establish an Office of Public
Participation and Consumer Advocacy; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MASSIE (for himself, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. AMASH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. JONES, Mr. LABRADOR,
Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr.
PoLis, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. SAN-
FORD, Mr. WITTMAN, and Ms. LOF-
GREN):

H.R. 2657. A bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to exempt from inspection
the slaughter of animals and the preparation
of carcasses conducted at a custom slaughter
facility, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.
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By Mr. ENGEL (for himself, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. SIRES, and Mr. DIAZ-
BALART):

H.R. 26568. A bill to provide humanitarian
assistance for the Venezuelan people, to de-
fend democratic governance and combat
widespread public corruption in Venezuela,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Mr. YOHO,
Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. CRIST,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. VARGAS, Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida, and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ):

H.R. 2659. A bill to authorized the estab-
lishment of a program for cooperative re-
search and development in agriculture with
the Government of Israel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, and
in addition to the Committees on Foreign
Affairs, and Appropriations, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. BANKS of Indiana, Mr.
BIGGS, Mr. BRAT, Mr. BROOKS of Ala-
bama, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. WESTERMAN,
Mr. BIsHOP of Michigan, and Mr. DA-
VIDSON):

H.R. 2660. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide exclusive original ju-
risdiction to the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia of certain
cases relating to the powers of the Execu-
tive, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. CHENEY (for herself and Mr.
PEARCE):

H.R. 2661. A bill to amend the Mineral
Leasing Act to require the Secretary of the
Interior to convey to a State all right, title,
and interest in and to a percentage of the
amount of royalties and other amounts re-
quired to be paid to the State under that Act
with respect to public land and deposits in
the State, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mrs. NOEM (for herself, Mr. BISHOP
of Utah, Mr. MULLIN, Mrs. MCMORRIS
RODGERS, and Mr. COLE):

H.R. 2662. A bill to amend the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act to improve
the recruitment and retention of employees
in the Indian Health Service, restore ac-
countability in the Indian Health Service,
improve health services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committees
on Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
and Oversight and Government Reform, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MARCHANT (for himself and
Mr. BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 2663. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to make changes to doc-
umentation of eligibility for Medicare home
health services, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself and Mr.
SABLAN):

H.R. 2664. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
Labor to train certain Department of Labor
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personnel how to effectively detect and as-
sist law enforcement in preventing human
trafficking during the course of their pri-
mary roles and responsibilities, and for other

purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.
By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr.

BERGMAN, and Mr. GALLAGHER):

H.R. 2665. A bill to reduce the pay of Mem-
bers of Congress in any year following a fis-
cal year for which there was a Federal budg-
et deficit; to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BIGGS (for himself, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. O’HALLERAN,
Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico,
Mr. PALLONE, Ms. MOORE, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. GALLAGHER,
Mr. DUFFY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GAETZ,
Mr. SOTO, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr.
IssA, Mr. BUCK, Mr. GALLEGO, and
Mr. RATCLIFFE):

H.R. 2666. A bill to amend the PROTECT
Act to make Indian tribes eligible for
AMBER Alert grants; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 2667. A bill to restrict the use of funds
for the long-range standoff weapon until the
Secretary of Defense completes a Nuclear
Posture Review that includes an assessment
of the capabilities and effects of the use of
the long-range standoff weapon, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Ms. LEE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. CONYERS,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. POLIS,
Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts):

H.R. 2668. A bill to reduce the number of
nuclear-armed submarines operated by the
Navy, to prohibit the development of a new
long-range penetrating bomber aircraft, to
prohibit the procurement of new interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr.
SCHRADER, Mr. DEFAzIO, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. KAPTUR,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mr. COHEN, Mr. TED LIEU of
California, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. BEYER, Mrs. LAW-
RENCE, Mr. KIND, Mr. RASKIN, Mr.
MCNERNEY, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr.
DEUTCH, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. PAYNE,
Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr. PAL-
LONE, and Ms. JuDy CHU of Cali-
fornia):

H.R. 2669. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to allow all eligible vot-
ers to vote by mail in Federal elections, to
amend the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993 to provide for automatic voter reg-
istration; to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. BROWNLEY of California, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK
of Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Ms. EsHOO, Ms. EsTY of Con-
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necticut, Mr. EVANS, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr.
HiMES, Ms. KeLLY of Illinois, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York,
Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms.
MENG, Ms. MOORE, Mrs. NAPOLITANO,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PALLONE, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. POCAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
RASKIN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SHEA-
PORTER, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. SPEIER,
Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr.
TAKANO, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. BONAMICI,

Mr. SERRANO, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. DELANEY, and Mr.
HOYER):

H.R. 2670. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect more victims of do-
mestic violence by preventing their abusers
from possessing or receiving firearms, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Ms. NORTON, Mr. KEATING, Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico, Mr. CUMMINGS, and Mr.
CICILLINE):

H.R. 2671. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the
credit for increasing research activities, to
increase such credit for amounts paid or in-
curred for qualified research occurring in the
United States, and to increase the domestic
production activities deduction for the man-
ufacture of property substantially all of the
research and development of which occurred
in the United States; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mrs. BUSTOS (for herself, Mr.
BosT, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. RODNEY DAvIs of Illinois, Mr.
FOSTER, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr.
HULTGREN, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. ROSKAM, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. SHIM-
KUS, Mr. RUSH, Mr. LIPINSKI, and Mr.
KINZINGER):

H.R. 2672. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
520 Carter Street in Fairview, Illinois, as the
‘“Sgt. Douglas J. Riney Post Office’’; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Mrs. BUSTOS (for herself, Mr.
BosT, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
FOSTER, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr.
HULTGREN, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. ROSKAM, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. SHIM-
KUS, Mr. RUSH, Mr. LIPINSKI, and Mr.
KINZINGER):

H.R. 2673. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
514 Broadway Street in Pekin, I1linois, as the
“‘Lance Corporal Jordan S. Bastean Post Of-
fice”’; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana:

H.R. 2674. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram in the Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection to fund the establishment of cen-
ters of excellence to support research, devel-
opment and planning, implementation, and
evaluation of effective programs in financial
literacy education for young people and fam-
ilies ages 8 through 24 years old, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
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By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
PosEY, Mr. COOPER, and Ms. KAPTUR):

H.R. 2675. A bill to require adequate infor-
mation regarding the tax treatment of pay-
ments under settlement agreements entered
into by Federal agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, and in addition to the
Committee on Financial Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas:

H.R. 2676. A bill to require States to report
to the Attorney General certain information
regarding use of force incidents involving
law enforcement officers and civilians, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California (for
herself and Mrs. NAPOLITANO):

H.R. 2677. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for behavioral
and mental health outreach and education
strategies to reduce stigma associated with
mental health among the Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander popu-
lation; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself and Mr.
TROTT):

H.R. 2678. A bill to require all Members, of-
ficers, and employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives to complete annual ethics train-
ing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. BARLETTA, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. COFFMAN,
Mr. TAKANO, Ms. TIiTUS, and Ms.
SINEMA):

H.R. 2679. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve service-con-
nected disability determinations for pur-
poses of loan discharge; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. CRIST (for himself and Mr.
THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida):

H.R. 2680. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit
against tax for certain small businesses hir-
ing new employees; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 2681. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the age range
at which the earned income tax credit is al-
lowed to former foster children and other in-
dividuals without qualifying children; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 2682. A bill to support foster youth in
successful parenting by reducing unintended
pregnancies and promoting the well-being of
expectant or parenting foster youth and
their children; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. DELANEY (for himself, Mr.
HULTGREN, Ms. SINEMA, Mrs.
WALORSKI, Mr. ROUZER, Mr.

O’ROURKE, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr.
YOUNG of Alaska, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr.
JONES, Mr. DEFAZzIO, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. HIMES, Mr.
GONZALEZ of Texas, Ms. SHEA-POR-
TER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. CARTWRIGHT,

Mr. COURTNEY, and Mr. HASTINGS):
H.R. 2683. A bill to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to delay the inclusion in con-
sumer credit reports and to establish re-
quirements for debt collectors with respect
to medical debt information of veterans due
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to inappropriate or delayed billing payments
or reimbursements from the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. DELBENE (for herself, Ms. LEE,
and Mr. LAWSON of Florida):

H.R. 2684. A Dbill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to modify the exception to
the work requirement; to the Committee on
Agriculture.

By Ms. DELBENE (for herself, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. PoLIs, and Mr. HIMES):

H.R. 2685. A bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to establish a pilot program for pro-
viding portable benefits to eligible workers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 2686. A bill to codify the Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Growth Accelerator
Fund Competition, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. FOSTER (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. JENKINS of West
Virginia, and Mr. RYAN of Ohio):

H.R. 2687. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide States with
an option to provide medical assistance to
individuals between the ages of 22 and 64 for
inpatient services to treat substance use dis-
orders at certain facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas (for
himself and Mr. RICHMOND):

H.R. 2688. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide the same
level of Federal matching assistance for
every State that chooses to expand Medicaid
coverage to newly eligible individuals, re-
gardless of when such expansion takes place;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself and
Mrs. TORRES):

H.R. 2689. A bill to prescribe procedures for
effective consultation and coordination by
Federal agencies with federally recognized
Indian Tribes regarding Federal Government
activities that impact Tribal lands and inter-
ests to ensure that meaningful Tribal input
is an integral part of the Federal decision-
making process; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. .

By Mr. GUTIERREZ (for himself, Mr.
PANETTA, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. JuDY CHU of California, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. VELA, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. SOTO, Ms. ROYBAL-

ALLARD, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.

SIRES, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, and Mr.
JEFFRIES):

H.R. 2690. A bill to improve agricultural
job opportunities, benefits, and security for
aliens in the United States and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself and Mr.
DIAZ-BALART):

H.R. 2691. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2000 to provide
for expedited project implementation relat-
ing to the comprehensive Everglades restora-
tion plan; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. HIGGINS of New York:

H.R. 2692. A bill to amend title 38, United

States Code, to eliminate the time limita-
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tion for use of eligibility and entitlement to
educational assistance under certain pro-
grams of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addition
to the Committee on Armed Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HUNTER (for himself,
MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. CALVERT):

H.R. 2693. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to limit attor-
ney fees and penalties in citizen suits, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. CHABOT,
Mr. DENT, Mr. HENSARLING, Mrs.
BROOKS of Indiana, Mr. BANKS of In-
diana, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. DUNN, and
Mr. PETERSON):

HR. 2694. A Dbill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to enhance
protections regarding voter registration, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Mr.
MCEACHIN, and Ms. BARRAGAN):

H.R. 2695. A bill to establish an Office of
Environmental Justice in the Environmental
Protection Agency and to authorize an envi-
ronmental justice small grants program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on Natural Resources, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Mr.
MCEACHIN, and Ms. BARRAGAN):

H.R. 2696. A bill to establish the Office of
Environmental Justice in the Executive Of-
fice of the President, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Natural
Resources, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2697. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to require additional disclo-
sures by creditors when lending to members
of the Armed Forces and their dependents,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2698. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to allow veterans affected by
school closures to continue receiving month-
ly stipends under the Post-9/11 Educational
Assistance Program for a certain period, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. KILDEE (for himself and Mr.
MOULTON):

H.R. 2699. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Defense to more effectively provide mental
health resources for members of the Armed
Forces at high risk of suicide, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on
Veterans® Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire (for
herself, Mr. PoLis, and Mr.
MOULTON):

H.R. 2700. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow employers a credit
against income tax as an incentive to part-
ner with educational institutions to improve
workforce development and job training for

Mr.

May 25, 2017

students and a credit against income tax for
certain expenses of job training programs; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire (for
herself, Mr. KING of New York, Mr.
ENGEL, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mr. NEAL, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
WELCH, and Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia):

H.R. 2701. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the 23d Headquarters, Special
Troops and the 3133rd Signal Service Com-
pany, in recognition of their unique and
highly distinguished service as a ‘‘Ghost
Army”’ that conducted deception operations
in Europe during World War II; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on House Administra-
tion, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. LAWSON of Florida:

H.R. 2702. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to establish a commercialization
assistance pilot program under the SBIR
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for
himself, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. HASTINGS,
Ms. NORTON, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. SCOTT
of Virginia, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr.
KEATING, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. RUSH, and
Mr. MCGOVERN):

H.R. 2703. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into agreements
with public and private entities to provide
pro bono legal services to homeless veterans
and veterans at risk of homelessness, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. LIPINSKI (for himself, Mr.
JONES, Mr. WALZ, Mr. RYAN of Ohio,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
Mr. KIND, Mr. MOONEY of West Vir-
ginia, and Mr. LYNCH):

H.R. 2704. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to extend military commissary
and exchange store privileges to certain vet-
erans who have been awarded the Purple
Heart and to their dependents; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK (for himself, Mr.
GRIFFITH, and Mr. RUSSELL):

H.R. 2705. A bill to limit the applicability
of the final rule entitled ‘‘Greenhouse Gas
Emissions and Fuel Efficiency Standards for
Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehi-
cles-Phase 2‘° to the extent such final rule
relates to trailers that do not themselves
emit greenhouse gases in connection with a
propulsion system; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself,

Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
BUDD, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. PITTENGER,
Mr. TIPTON, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr.
LucAs, Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH, Mr.
HULTGREN, Mr. MACARTHUR, and Ms.
TENNEY):

H.R. 2706. A bill to provide requirements
for the appropriate Federal banking agencies
when requesting or ordering a depository in-
stitution to terminate a specific customer
account, to provide for additional require-
ments related to subpoenas issued under the
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.
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By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico (for herself, Mr. BEN
RAY LUJAN of New Mexico, Mr.
MCKINLEY, and Mr. PEARCE):

H.R. 2707. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish an Ombudsman
within the Veterans Health Administration
of the Department of Veterans Affairs; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico (for herself, Mr. BEN
RAY LUJAN of New Mexico, and Mr.
CARTWRIGHT):

H.R. 2708. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to repeal the limitation on the
number of veterans authorized to be enrolled
in programs of independent living services
and assistance administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York (for herself, Mr. MEEKS,
and Ms. JACKSON LEE):

H.R. 2709. A Dbill to increase the participa-
tion of historically underrepresented demo-
graphic groups in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics education and in-
dustry; to the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 2710. A bill to establish a commission
to study how Federal laws and policies affect
United States citizens living in foreign coun-
tries; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, and in addition to the
Committees on Financial Services, Ways and
Means, the Judiciary, House Administration,
and Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Ms.
JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. YODER, Mr.
MCNERNEY, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr.
NOLAN, and Ms. MOORE):

H.R. 2711. A bill to designate a National
Memorial to Fallen Educators at the Na-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame in Emporia,
Kansas; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MAST (for himself, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. ROYCE of California,
Mr. ENGEL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. POE of
Texas, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. TED
LIEU of California, Mr. DEUTCH, and
Mr. SUOZZI):

H.R. 2712. A bill to impose sanctions with
respect to foreign support for Palestinian
terrorism, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. McKINLEY (for himself, Mr.
JENKINS of West Virginia, Mr. POCAN,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
YARMUTH, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr.

JOHNSON of Ohio, and Mr. MOONEY of
West Virginia):

H.R. 2713. A bill to amend the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to
transfer certain funds to the 1974 United
Mine Workers of America Pension Plan, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MEADOWS (for himself, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. LABRADOR, Mr. SANFORD,
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. GOHMERT,
Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota, Mr. BUDD,
Mr. BRAT, and Mr. PALMER):

H.R. 2714. A bill to facilitate the use of out-
come-based performance standards by the
Department of Transportation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. MENG:

H.R. 2715. A bill to require refunds for de-
layed or lost baggage; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. OHALLERAN (for himself and
Mr. JONES):

H.R. 2716. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to make certain grants to
assist nursing homes for veterans located on
tribal lands; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

By Mr. PAULSEN (for himself and Mr.
QUIGLEY):

H.R. 2717. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to authorize certain
aliens who have earned a Ph.D. degree from
a United States institution of higher edu-
cation in a field of science, technology, engi-
neering, or mathematics to be admitted for
permanent residence and to be exempted
from the numerical limitations on H-1B non-
immigrants; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
BERA, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
Junpy CHU of California, Mr.

LOEBSACK, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. MEEKS, Ms.
MOORE, Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, Mr.
NADLER, Mr. POCAN, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
SCHIFF, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. SWALWELL of
California, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, Mr. PANETTA, and Ms. LOFGREN):

H.R. 2718. A bill to allow certain student
loan borrowers to refinance Federal student
loans; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Ms. PINGREE (for herself, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Mr. CURBELO of Florida,
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Ms.
BoNnaAMICI, Mr. KING of New York, and
Mr. HUFFMAN):

H.R. 2719. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to conduct coastal
community vulnerability assessments re-
lated to ocean acidification, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.

By Ms. PINGREE (for herself, Mr. LAR-
SEN of Washington, Ms. SHEA-POR-
TER, and Mr. COURTNEY):

H.R. 2720. A bill to require notice of cost-
free Federal procurement technical assist-
ance in connection with registration of small
business concerns in procurement systems;
to the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. POSEY (for himself, Mr. WEB-
STER of Florida, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
RODNEY DAvVis of Illinois, Mr. GOH-
MERT, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. DELANEY,
and Mr. SHERMAN):

H.R. 2721. A bill to allow seniors to file
their Federal income tax on a new Form
1040SR; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 2722. A bill to encourage the develop-
ment, certification, and adoption of environ-
mentally sustainable swine waste disposal
technologies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, and in addition
to the Committee on Ways and Means, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
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By Mr. ROE of Tennessee (for himself,
Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. DUNCAN of South
Carolina, Mr. WOODALL, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. HUDSON, and Mr. WILSON
of South Carolina):

H.R. 2723. A bill to provide protections for
workers with respect to their right to select
or refrain from selecting representation by a
labor organization; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. ROHRABACHER (for himself
and Mr. CARTER of Texas):

H.R. 2724. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to replace the diversity
visa program with a new program under
which an immigrant visa can be obtained by
paying a fee of $1,000,000, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committees on Ways
and Means, and Homeland Security, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ROKITA (for himself and Mr.
HASTINGS):

H.R. 2725. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for the refi-
nancing of certain Federal student loans; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

By Mr. RUIZ (for himself,
LOEBSACK, and Mr. EVANS):

H.R. 2726. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a pilot program to train individ-
uals for employment in the renewable energy
and energy efficiency industries; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 2727. A bill to support the education of
Indian children; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 2728. A bill to require labeling of in-
gredients of cleaning products, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER:

H.R. 2729. A Dbill to direct National Secu-
rity Council, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of National intelligence and the Attorney
General, to ensure that a mitigation process
and protocols are in place in the case of a
disclosure of classified information by the
President, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Intelligence (Permanent Se-
lect), and in addition to the Committees on
Armed Services, and Foreign Affairs, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. RUSSELL:

H.R. 2730. A bill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to eliminate premium sub-
sidies for crop insurance for tobacco; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. RUSSELL:

H.R. 2731. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Risk Protection Act of 2000 to eliminate the
authority of the Secretary of Agriculture to
make value-added agricultural product mar-
ket development grants to support the devel-
opment, production, or marketing of alco-
holic beverages and to rescind a portion of
the Commodity Credit Corporation funds
made available for such grants; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina):

H.R. 2732. A bill to prohibit travel-related
transactions to, from, and within North
Korea by persons subject to the jurisdiction

Mr.



H4606

of the United States, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr.
THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida, Mr.
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York,
and Ms. STEFANIK):

H.R. 2733. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a pilot grant
program to acquire and renovate abandoned
homes for homeless veterans; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. SLAUGHTER:

H.R. 2734. A bill to require the Department
of Commerce to address the trade deficits be-
tween the United States and other countries,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for himself
and Mr. BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 2735. A bill to make certain footwear
eligible for duty-free treatment under the
Generalized System of Preferences, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. SUOZZI:

H.R. 2736. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to furnish free and comprehen-
sive mental health care to former members
of the Armed Services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 2737. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a study to
evaluate the effectiveness of programs, espe-
cially in regards to women veterans and mi-
nority veterans, in transitioning to civilian
life, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 2738. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the approval of cer-
tain programs of education for purposes of
educational assistance provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. TURNER (for himself and Ms.
TSONGAS):

H.R. 2739. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to establish additional protec-
tions for victims of crimes punishable under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself and
Mr. MAST):

H.R. 2740. A bill to posthumously award a
Congressional gold medal to Rabbi Michoel
Ber Weissmandl in recognition of his acts of
valor during World War II; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

By Mr. WALKER:

H.R. 2741. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide mandatory minimum
terms of imprisonment for certain traf-
ficking offenses, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. WALORSKI (for herself and
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois):

H.R. 2742. A bill to amend title IV of the
Social Security Act to require States to
adopt an electronic system to help expedite
the placement of children in foster care or
guardianship, or for adoption, across State
lines, and to provide funding to aid States in
developing such a system, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia:

H.R. 2743. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require that proprietary
institutions of higher education derive not
less than fifteen percent of revenues from
sources other than funds provided under title
IV of such Act; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia:

H.R. 2744. A bill to revise the 90-10 rule
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 to
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count veterans’ education benefits under
such rule, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce,
and in addition to the Committees on Armed
Services, and Veterans’ Affairs, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms. CLARK
of Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
CONYERS, Mr. DELANEY, Ms.
DELBENE, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. ELLISON,
Mr. ENGEL, Mr. EVANS, Mr. FOSTER,
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. AL
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
HASTINGS, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
LANGEVIN, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr.
LAWSON of Florida, Ms. LEE, Mr.
LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr.
MCEACHIN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
MOULTON, Ms. MOORE, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr.
PAYNE, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Ms. SHEA-PORTER,
Mr. SIRES, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. TAKANO,
Ms. TITUS, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Mr. PETERS, and Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER):

H.R. 2745. A bill to amend title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act to provide for
a special enrollment period for pregnant
women, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico):

H.R. 2746. A bill to amend title VI of the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 to establish a Federal renewable elec-
tricity standard for retail electricity sup-
pliers and a Federal energy efficiency re-
source standard for electricity and natural
gas suppliers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. YOHO (for himself, Mr. SMITH
of Washington, Mr. KINZINGER, Mr.
RUSH, Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Flor-
ida, Mr. ELLISON, and Mr. POLIS):

H.R. 2747. A bill to catalyze market-based
economic growth in developing countries,
create opportunities for the private sector of
the United States to effectively engage in
foreign assistance programs, improve plan-
ning and coordination among relevant
United States departments and agencies, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska (for himself,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. CRIST, Ms. PINGREE, Mr.

CURBELO of Florida, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of
Puerto Rico, Mr. MAST, Mr.

HUFFMAN, and Mr. LOBIONDO):
H.R. 2748. A bill to reauthorize and amend
the Marine Debris Act to promote inter-
national action to reduce marine debris, and
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for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.
By Mr.
PocAN, Mr. MASSIE, Ms.
JONES, and Mr. MCGOVERN):
H.J. Res. 102. A joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of the proposed export to the
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
of certain defense articles; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.
By Mr. GIBBS (for himself, Mr. GOSAR,
and Mr. LOUDERMILK):

H.J. Res. 103. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Labor relat-
ing to ‘“‘Improve Tracking of Workplace Inju-
ries and Illnesses‘‘; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for
himself, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mrs. TORRES, Mr. CONYERS, and Mr.
POCAN):

H.J. Res. 104. A joint resolution to provide
limitations on the transfer of air-to-ground
munitions from the United States to Saudi
Arabia; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for
himself, Mr. POCAN, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. ELLISON, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. LEE,
Mr. PoLis, Mr. CLAY, Mr. NOLAN, Ms.
SHEA-PORTER, Mr. KHANNA, Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. CON-
YERS, Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire,
Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. McGoOV-
ERN, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. PINGREE, and Ms. CLARK of Mas-
sachusetts):

H. Con. Res. 63. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting efforts to enact a bold jobs and infra-
structure package that benefits all Ameri-
cans, not just billionaires; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. CRAMER, and
Mr. HUIZENGA):

H. Res. 357. A resolution reaffirming the
strategic partnership between the United
States and Canada, recognizing bilateral co-
operation that advances United States na-
tional interests, and urging increased bilat-
eral cooperation on security, economic
issues, and energy, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself, Ms. JUDY
CHU of California, Mr. CRIST, Mr.
POsSEY, Mr. KILMER, Mr. PERLMUTTER,
and Mr. KENNEDY):

H. Res. 358. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 25 as ‘‘National
Moonshot Day’ and recognizing the impor-
tance of conquering scientific challenges
from medicine to space and beyond; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. TED LIEU of
California, Mr. ZELDIN, and Mr.
SCHNEIDER):

AMASH (for himself, Mr.
LEE, Mr.



May 25, 2017

H. Res. 359. A resolution urging the Euro-
pean Union to designate Hizballah in its en-
tirety as a terrorist organization and in-
crease pressure on it and its members; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. HUDSON (for himself, Mr.
ZELDIN, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina,
and Mr. BROWN of Maryland):

H. Res. 360. A resolution honoring the 100th
anniversary of the 82nd Airborne Division; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois (for herself,
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. RUSH,
Ms. FUDGE, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama,
Mr. BEYER, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. CLARK of
Massachusetts, Ms. DEGETTE, Mrs.
TORRES, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. PLASKETT,
Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Ms. MOORE, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of I1-
linois, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. KHANNA, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. RICHMOND, and Mr.
CLAY):

H. Res. 361. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Gun Violence
Awareness Day‘‘ and ’National Gun Violence
Awareness Month’’; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. MCEACHIN (for himself, Ms.
JAYAPAL, and Ms. BARRAGAN):

H. Res. 362. A resolution affirming the need
to achieve environmental justice, com-
mending the work of environmental justice
advocates, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. NOLAN (for himself, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. WALZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Ms. LEE, Ms. CLARK of
Massachusetts, and Mr. EVANS):

H. Res. 363. A resolution supporting a Fed-
eral, publically funded universal school meal
and nutrition program; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. NOLAN:

H. Res. 364. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives regard-
ing the need to eliminate partisan redis-
tricting and gerrymandering; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. NORTON:

H. Res. 365. A resolution recognizing the
denial of full voting rights in Congress for
active duty service members, National Guard
members, reservists, veterans, and their fam-
ilies who are District of Columbia residents;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. O'ROURKE (for himself and Ms.
LEE):

H. Res. 366. A resolution recognizing and
commemorating St. Joseph’s School and
their service to the El Paso community; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. BARRAGAN,

Mr. BEYER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms.
BoNaAMICI, Mr. BROWN of Maryland,
Ms. BROWNLEY of California, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr.

CARDENAS, Mr. CARSON of Indiana,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. JUDY CHU
of California, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms.
CLARK of Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. CLAY, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. COOPER, Mr. COURT-
NEY, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. CUMMINGS,
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. DEFA-
710, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. DESAULNIER,
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Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. MI-
CHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
EsHO0O, Ms. EsTY of Connecticut, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. FOSTER, Ms. FUDGE, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. HIG-
GINS of New York, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. KEATING,
Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. TED
LIEU of California, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. LYNCH,
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr.
MEEKS, Ms. MENG, Ms. MOORE, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. NORCROSS, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. O’'ROURKE, Mr. PALLONE,
Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
PRICE of North Carolina, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. RASKIN, Miss RICE of
New York, Mr. Ruiz, Mr. RUSH, Mr.

SARBANES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Mr.
DAvVID ScorT of Georgia, Mr.
SERRANO, Mr. SIRES, Ms. SLAUGHTER,
Ms. SPEIER, Mr. SU0zz1, Mr.
SWALWELL of California, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. TONKO, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON

COLEMAN, Mr. WELCH, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. ADAMS,
Mr. DANNY K. DAvVIS of Illinois, Mrs.
LowEY, Ms. LEE, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
RICHMOND, Mr. PoLIs, Mr. MCEACHIN,
Ms. GABBARD, Mr. CRIST, Mrs.
TORRES, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. S0oTO, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr.
PANETTA, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. ENGEL,
Mr. HIMES, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. CORREA,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. KAPTUR,
and Mrs. MURPHY of Florida):

H. Res. 367. A resolution establishing the
Select Committee on Gun Violence Preven-
tion; to the Committee on Rules.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Ms. ESHOO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. GUTIERREZ, and
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER):

H. Res. 368. A resolution disapproving of
the irresponsible actions and negligence of
President Trump which may have caused
grave harm to United States national secu-
rity; to the Committee on Intelligence (Per-
manent Select), and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. WITTMAN:

H. Res. 369. A resolution recognizing May
29, 2017, as ‘‘National 529 Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

48. The SPEAKER presented a memorial of
the House of Representatives of the State of
Kansas, relative to House Resolution No.
6031, commemorating the 80th anniversary of
the American System of Conservation Fund-
ing; to the Committee on Natural Resources.

49. Also, a memorial of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Hawaii, relative
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to House Resolution No. 25, H.D. 1, urging
the United States Congress to restore free
and fair elections; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 15.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 2650.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. BARR:

H.R. 2651.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. COFFMAN:

H.R. 2652.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas:

H.R. 2653.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina:

H.R. 2654.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Because this legislation adjusts the for-
mula the federal government uses to spend
money on federal contracts, it is authorized
by the Constitution under Article 1, Section
8, Clause 1, which grants Congress its spend-
ing power.

By Mr. EVANS:

H.R. 2655.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 8

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 2656.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. MASSIE:

H.R. 2657.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This act is justified by the Commerce
Clause of the United States Constitution
which, by granting Congress the power to
regulate commerce among the several states,
also allows Congress to prevent or prohibit
federal interference with Americans’ ability
to slaughter and process meat. This act is
also justified by the Ninth and Tenth
Amendments to the Constitution, which rec-
ognize that rights and powers are retained
and reserved by the people and to the States.

By Mr. ENGEL:

H.R. 2658.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 2659.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 2660.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article III, Section 1 gives Congress the

power to ‘‘ordain and establish’ inferior
Courts.
By Ms. CHENEY:
H.R. 2661.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 4, Section 3: The Congress shall
have Power to dispose of and make all need-
ful Rules and Regulations respecting the
Territory or other Property belonging to the
United States; and nothing in this Constitu-
tion shall be so construed as to Prejudice
any Claims of the United States, or of any
particular State.

By Mrs. NOEM:

H.R. 2662.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

By Mr. MARCHANT:

H.R. 2663.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the
United States Constitution.

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 2664.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 2665.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I. Section 6

By Mr. BIGGS:

H.R. 2666.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the Constitution

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 2667.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The U.S. Constitution provides the Con-
gress with the necessary authority under Ar-
ticle I, Section 8.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 2668.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The U.S. Constitution provides the Con-
gress with the necessary authority under Ar-
ticle I, Section 8.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 2669.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 4, Clause 1

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland:

H.R. 2670.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8,
Cl. 18)

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland:

H.R. 2671.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Commerce Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8, Cl. 3)

By Mrs. BUSTOS:

H.R. 2672.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 7

By Mrs. BUSTOS:

H.R. 2673.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 7

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana:

H.R. 2674.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 2675.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by this
Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof, as enumerated in Article I, Sec-
tion 8, Clause 18 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas:

H.R. 2676.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress shall have power To
make all laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into execution the fore-
going powers, and all other powers vested by
this Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California:

H.R. 26717.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
United States Constitution

By Mr. CICILLINE:

H.R. 2678.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 2679.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. CRIST:

H.R. 2680.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”’

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 2681.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 2682.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. DELANEY:

H.R. 2683.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. DELBENE:

H.R. 2684.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. DELBENE:

H.R. 2685.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 2686.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article One of the United States Constitu-
tion, section 8, clause 18:

The Congress shall have Power—To make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof

or

Article One of the United States Constitu-
tion, Section 8, Clause 3:

The Congress shall have Power—To regu-
late Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian tribes;

By Mr. FOSTER:

H.R. 2687.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas:

H.R. 2688.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. GRIJALVA:

H.R. 2689.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Const. art. I, §8, cl. 3.

By Mr. GUTIERREZ:

H.R. 2690.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 2691.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

United States Constitution, Article 1, Sec-
tion 8

By Mr. HIGGINS of New York:

H.R. 2692.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. HUNTER:

H.R. 2693.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. ISSA:

H.R. 2694.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 Clause 14

The Congress shall have Power to the
United States Constitution which empowers
Congress ‘‘To make rules for the government
and regulation of the land and naval
forces;”.

And; Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

The Congress shall have Power to the
United States Constitution which empowers
Congress ‘“To make all laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion the foregoing powers, and all other pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any de-
partment or officer thereof.”

And; The Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution:

Which guarantees, in part, that no State
shall ‘‘deny to any person within its jurisdic-
tion the equal protection of the laws,’”” which
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the Supreme Court of the United States has
ruled to be inclusive of those laws pertaining
to the right to vote.

By Ms. JAYAPAL:

H.R. 2695.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Ms. JAYAPAL:

H.R. 2696.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2697.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2698.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2699.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire:

H.R. 2700.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution, the Taxing and Spend-
ing Clause: ‘“‘The Congress shall have Power
To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts
and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for
the common Defence and general Welfare of
the United States . . .”

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire:

H.R. 2701.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, clause 6, Con-
gress is empowered ‘‘to coin Money, regulate
the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and
fix the Standard of Weights and Measures.”’

By Mr. LAWSON of Florida:

H.R. 2702.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8: To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution for foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. TED LIEU of California:

H.R. 2703.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. LIPINSKI:

H.R. 2704.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1, Clause 12 and Clause 16 of Section
8 of Article I of the Constitution of the
United States grants the Congress the power
to enact this law.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK:

H.R. 2705.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: ‘“‘To make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing
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Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.”

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER:

H.R. 2706.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the explicit power of Congress to
regulate commerce in and among the states,
as enumerate in Article 1, Section 8, Clause
3, the Commerce Clause, of the United States
Constitution, and Article 1, Section 8, Clause
1, which grants Congress the ability to make
laws necessary to carry out that power. Ad-
ditionally, Article I, Section 7, Clause 2 of
the Constitution allows for every bill passed
by the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate and signed by the President to be made
law; and therefore it implicitly allows Con-
gress to amend any bill that has been passed
by both chambers and signed into law by the
President.

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico:

H.R. 2707.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico:

H.R. 2708.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 2709.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: the Com-
merce Clause

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 2710.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 10

The Congress shall have Power ... To
make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by
the Consitiution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer therof

By Mr. MARSHALL:

H.R. 2711.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 2 of section 3 of article IV of the
United States Constitution

By Mr. MAST:

H.R. 2712.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. McKINLEY:

H.R. 2713.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article I, Section 8 of the
Constitution: The Congress shall have power
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the
common defense and general welfare of the
United States but all duties, imposts, and ex-
cises shall be uniform throughout.

By Mr. MEADOWS:

H.R. 2714.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article IV, Section 3, Clause
2, the Congress ‘‘shall have Power... to dis-
pose of and make all needful Rules and Regu-
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lations respecting the Territory or other
Property belonging to the United States.
.. .7 According to Article I, Section 8,
Clause 3, the Congress ‘‘shall have Power

To regulate Commerce .
among several States ... .” According to
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, the Congress
‘‘shall have Power ... To . Make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

By Ms. MENG:

H.R. 2715.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. OHALLERAN:

H.R. 2716.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. PAULSEN:

H.R. 2717.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section VIII

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 2718.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution

By Ms. PINGREE:

H.R. 2719.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of the US Constitu-
tion

By Ms. PINGREE:

H.R. 2720.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of the US Constitu-
tion

By Mr. POSEY:

H.R. 2721.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution. Article I, Section 8, Clause 18
of the U.S. Constitution. Amendment 16 of
the U.S. Constitution.

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 2722.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution; the general welfare clause.

By Mr. ROE of Tennessee:

H.R. 2723.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

the authority enumerated in Clause 3 of
Section 8 of Article I of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. ROHRABACHER:

H.R. 2724.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 Clause 4 ‘“To establish
an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uni-
form Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States.”

By Mr. ROKITA:

H.R. 2725.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8, Clause I ‘‘Congress
shall have the power to lay and collect taxes,
duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts
and provide for the common defense and gen-
eral welfare of the United States; but all du-
ties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States;”

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 2726.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 2727.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 2728.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER:

H.R. 2729.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

By Mr. RUSSELL:

H.R. 2730.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. RUSSELL:

H.R. 2731.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 2732.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the Commerce Clause:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3.

By Mr. SCHNEIDER:

H.R. 2733.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Ms. SLAUGHTER:

H.R. 2734.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the Constitution of the United
States.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska:

H.R. 2735.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, speficially Clause 3 related to
the regulation of commerce with foreign Na-
tions.

By Mr. SUOZZI:

H.R. 2736.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of”

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 2737.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 2738.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. TURNER:

H.R. 2739.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 3 and 8 of the
U.S. Constitution.
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By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 2740.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-
vide for the general Welfare of the
United States; . . .

By Mr. WALKER:

H.R. 2741.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution

By Mrs. WALORSKI:

H.R. 2742.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution, to ‘‘provide for the com-
mon defense and general welfare of the
United States.”

By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia:

H.R. 2743.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The Congress shall have Power to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia:
H.R. 2744.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The Congress shall have Power to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN:

H.R. 2745.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. WELCH:

H.R. 2746.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power To . make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Mr. YOHO:
H.R. 2747.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska:

H.R. 2748.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

“To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any
Department or Officer thereof.”

By Mr. AMASH:

H.J. Res. 102.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: ‘“The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . To regulate Com-
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merce with foreign Nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian Tribes.”
By Mr. GIBBS:

H.J. Res. 103.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Labor relating to ‘‘Improve Track-
ing of Workplace Unjuries and Illnesses’ (81
Fed. Reg. 29624 (May 12, 2016)), and such rule
shall have no force or effect.

By Mr. TED LIEU of California:

H.J. Res. 104.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section I,
which includes an implied power for the Con-
gress to regulate the conduct of the United
States with respect to foreign affairs; and
U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, which
authorizes the Congress to: (1) ‘‘provide for
the common Defence and general Welfare of
the United States,” and (2) “make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers.”’

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 19: Mr. CONYERS, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.
JEFFRIES, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, and Mrs. TORRES.

H.R. 60: Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. TIBERI, Mr.
VEASEY, and Mr. GRIFFITH.

H.R. 113; Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
and Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 173: Mr.
VARGAS.

H.R. 184: Mr. KEATING and Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 305: Mr. ELLISON, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. HAs-
TINGS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. CRIST, and Mr.
HECK.

H.R. 351: Mr. BANKS of Indiana.

H.R. 360: Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 392: Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. GARRETT, Mr.
LEwis of Minnesota, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. SU0zzl, Mr. GAETZ, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. WALDEN, Mr.
RICHMOND, Ms. LEE, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, and Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 422: Mrs. LOVE, Mr. DUNN, and Mr.
BANKS of Indiana.

H.R. 426: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan.

H.R. 490: Mr. ADERHOLT.

H.R. 502; Mr. MAST and Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois.

H.R. 545; Mr. YOUNG of Alaska,
MCMORRIS RODGERS, and Mr. EMMER.

H.R. 564: Mr. DENT and Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 632; Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 641: Mr. COFFMAN.

H.R. 664: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 741: Mr. WALZ.

H.R. 754; Mr. MAST.

H.R. 756: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
DONOVAN, and Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 778: Mr. COMER.

H.R. 788: Mr. HARRIS.

H.R. 795: Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, Mrs.
TORRES, and Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 801: Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 821: Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 849: Mr. SMITH of Texas.

H.R. 850: Mr. BIsHOP of Michigan.

H.R. 873: Mr. BACON, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. RICE of
South Carolina, Mr. LATTA, Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. DUNN, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mrs. COMSTOCK, and Mr. LOBIONDO.

SMITH of Texas and Mr.

Mrs.
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H.R. 918: Ms. TSONGAS.

H.R. 959: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama.

H.R. 1057: Mrs. TORRES and Ms. MATSUI.

H.R. 1116: Mr. BUCK, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr.
ROTHFUS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH,
Mr. SMITH of Texas, and Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 1154: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
and Mr. RENACCI.

H.R. 1158: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas and Mr.
MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 1168: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 1205: Mr. ToNKO, Mr. KING of New
York, and Ms. FUDGE.

H.R. 1212: Mr. LANGEVIN and Mr. BISHOP of
Utah.

H.R. 1235: Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. DONO-
VAN, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. SMITH
of Missouri, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. CAR-
SON of Indiana, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, and Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 1267: Mr. BARLETTA.

H.R. 1288: Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 1298: Mr. HARRIS, Mr. MCGOVERN, and
Mr. GROTHMAN.

H.R. 1318: Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 1339: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 1361: Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. GIBBS, and Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 1393: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Ms. JEN-
KINS of Kansas, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr. GOH-
MERT.

H.R. 1405: Mr. SIRES.

H.R. 1406: Mr. HiGGINS of New York, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. PAYNE, and Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York.

H.R. 1421: Mr. BARLETTA.

H.R. 1447: Mr. MACARTHUR.

H.R. 1456: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. YOUNG of
Iowa, Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, and
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 1520: Mr. SCHIFF.

H.R. 1550: Mr. STIVERS, Mr. PETERSON, and
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1552: Mr. ADERHOLT.

H.R. 1558: Mr. ROHRABACHER.

H.R. 1649: Ms. LEE, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
SLAUGHTER, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mr.
RASKIN, and Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 1681: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 1698: Mr. GRAVES of Georgia and Mr.
KHANNA.

H.R. 1699: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama and Mrs.
WALORSKI.

H.R. 1719: Mr. MCNERNEY.

H.R. 1759: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 1772: Mr. ROSS and Mr. AMODEIL.

H.R. 1811: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 1818: Mr. TURNER, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. DEFAZzIO, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr.
YODER, Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
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fornia, Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico,
and Mr. KIHUEN.

H.R. 1836: Mr. AGUILAR and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 1838: Mr. FORTENBERRY.

H.R. 1886: . HECK.

. 1891: . DESJARLAIS.

. 1896: . BABIN.

. 1897: . BABIN.

. 1904: . HIMES.

. 1953: . JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, and Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 1970: Mr. PANETTA, Mr. O’HALLERAN,
and Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 2023: Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 2051: Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 2062: Mr. AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia,
Mr. KIHUEN, Mrs. HARTZLER, and Mr. WEBER
of Texas.

H.R. 2077: Mr. STIVERS and Mrs. COMSTOCK.

H.R. 2092: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BARLETTA, and
Mrs. NOEM.

H.R. 2119: Mr. ScoTT of Virginia.

H.R. 2141: Mr. WALZ.

H.R. 2158: Mr. PorLis and Ms.
WATERS of California.

H.R. 2170: Mrs. NOEM, Mr. PITTENGER, and
Mr. CONAWAY.

H.R. 2173: Ms. TSONGAS.

H.R. 2180: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 2189: Mr. SMITH of Texas and Mr.
PoLIs.

H.R. 2194: Mr. BACON and Mr. JONES.

H.R. 2223: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 2258: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr.
COOK, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. SIRES, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. BROWNLEY of
California, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mrs. BUSTOS,
Mr. LIPINSKI, and Mr. YOUNG of Alaska.

H.R. 2286: Mr. GALLAGHER and Mr. ABRA-
HAM.

H.R. 2295: Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Ms. GABBARD,
and Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 2327: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. CRIST, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. VALADAO, and Mr.
BARLETTA.

H.R. 2336:

H.R. 2337:

H.R. 2358:

H.R. 2369:

H.R. 2372:

H.R. 2391:

MAXINE

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MATSUI and Mr. KENNEDY.
SERRANO and Mr. KENNEDY.
HECK and Mr. COFFMAN.
RUTHERFORD and Mr. POSEY.
Mr. BOST.

Mr. MASSIE.

H.R. 2412: Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 2413: Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 2414: Mr. POCAN, Mr. RASKIN, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California,
and Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 2417: Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. KHANNA, Miss RICE of New York, Ms.
MOORE, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. PETERS, Ms. LEE,
Ms. EsTY of Connecticut, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. ENGEL, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr.
KEATING, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. DEFA-
7z10, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.

H4611

GRIJALVA, Ms. TSONGAS, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
RYAN of Ohio, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. NIMES, Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. COOPER, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. KIND.

H.R. 2422: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama.

H.R. 2428: Mr. PALLONE and Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 2431: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
and Mr. BRAT.

H.R. 2432: Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2452: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 2465: Ms. ROSEN, Mr. COLE, Mr. SOTO,
Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. POCAN,
Mr. TONKO, Mr. WALZ, Mr. RUTHERFORD, and
Mr. PALAZZO.

H.R. 2492: Mr. LAMALFA and Mr. CURBELO
of Florida.

H.R. 2499: Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 2508: Mr. PoLIS and Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 2520: Mr. TAYLOR and Mr. LANCE.

H.R. 2523: Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. BARRAGAN,
and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 2526: Mr. CLAY.

H.R. 2534: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 2581: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
H.R. 2583: Mr. PoLIS and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 2603: Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 2610: Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 2630: Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 2645: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.J. Res. 51: Mrs. RoBY, Mr. SMITH of

Texas, Mr. HUDSON, and Mr. LAMALFA.

H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. KIND, Mrs.
MUuUrPHY of Florida, Mr. PoLis, and Ms.
BORDALLO.

H. Con. Res. 10: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania.

H. Res. 15: Mr. ESTES of Kansas and Mrs.
COMSTOCK.

H. Res. 30: Ms. JAYAPAL.

H. Res. 161: Ms. KAPTUR.

H. Res. 201: Mr. DESANTIS.

H. Res. 267: Mr. DUNN, Mr. SOTO, Mr. RUTH-
ERFORD, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. HOL-
LINGSWORTH, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. ARRINGTON,
Mr. BACON, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Ms.
CHENEY, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr.
FORTENBERRY, and Mr. MAST.

H. Res. 279: Mr. MAST.

H. Res. 319: Mr. HUDSON and Mr. GARRETT.

H. Res. 328: Mr. ENGEL.

H. Res. 337: Mr. DAVID ScOoTT of Georgia,
Mr. CLAY, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. PLASKETT, and
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi.

H. Res. 351: Mr. KIND, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. CLARK
of Massachusetts, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. LEE, Mr.
DESANTIS, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
COURTNEY, Ms. GABBARD, and Mr. NADLER.

H. Res. 354: Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. TITUS, Mr.
CICILLINE, Mrs. TORRES, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
Mr. KEATING, Mr. NUNES, Mr. SMITH of New
Jersey, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. VALADAO, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. RODNEY DAVIs of Illinois, Mr.
DESANTIS, Mr. DENT, and Ms. BORDALLO.
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