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THE RETIREMENT OF BRIAN C. 
COOPER FROM THE HOUSE PAR-
LIAMENTARIAN’S OFFICE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise as 
both the Dean of the House and as a former 
employer of Brian Cooper to congratulate him 
an his impending retirement from the House of 
Representatives after 35 years of service, and 
to thank him for his years of dedicated service 
to the House. 

Brian is a Baltimore native and the youngest 
of seven children of his parents Deloris and 
Ellsworth Cooper. Brian loves the Charm City 
so much that he has lived in the same house 
his whole life. 

He is a proud graduate of Frederick Doug-
lass High School in Baltimore (the very same 
high school attended by Supreme Court Jus-
tice and civil rights icon Thurgood Marshall). 
After high school Brian received a scholarship 
to the Community College of Baltimore, now 
known as Baltimore City Community College, 
where he received his degree in commercial 
and graphic arts. 

Brian’s first Capitol Hill job began in the fall 
of 1982 when he began work in the stock 
room for Publications and Distribution Serv-
ices. Thereafter, in the 1980s and early 1990s, 
Brian worked for the House Post Office, the 
House document room, the Small Business 
Committee and the Government Operations 
Committee. At Government Operations, Brian 
served under both Jack Brooks and myself as 
Chair (the latter frame 1991 through 1994). In 
that capacity Brian worked as staff assistant, 
handled filing and archiving of committee ma-
terials, and prepared documents for committee 
hearings and markups. I can personally testify 
that Brian’s work was respected and appre-
ciated by Members an both sides of the aisle. 

In 1995, Brian joined the Office of the 
House Parliamentarian as Clerk where he 
spent a full 22 years, rising to become Chief 
Clerk to the Parliamentarian in 2009. Brian’s 
mast visible duties included assisting presiding 
officers during sessions of the House and han-
dling timekeeping and legislative paperwork at 
the rostrum. In addition, Brian provided invalu-
able assistance in creating the first office com-
puter network, supervising House pages, and 
preparing for joint meetings and joint sessions. 
It is no understatement to say that Brian ob-
served and participated in a great swath of 
American political history during that time pe-
riod. 

Brian remains active in many artistic en-
deavors—including watercolor, oils, photog-
raphy, and architectural design—which I un-
derstand he plans to continue in his retire-
ment. Brian also plans to use his well-de-
served retirement to travel to Italy and spend 
more time with family (including his many 
nieces and nephews). 

As a devoted Baltimore sports fan, Brian 
has enjoyed the highs and suffered the lows 

of the local teams. He is a particularly avid fan 
of the Baltimore Orioles, and I am sure he ap-
preciates the good start they are off to this 
year. 

I know from personal experience and obser-
vation that Brian is the consummate profes-
sional. Members and staff on both sides of the 
aisle know Brian to be committed to an orderly 
and accurate legislative process observed in a 
fair, nonpartisan manner. In this age of in-
creasing polarization and legislative gridlock, 
Brian is a committed institutionalist. He is the 
rare individual consistently striving to continue 
the customs and traditions of the House, and 
committed to pass on his institutional knowl-
edge to his successors. 

The House and the Congress will greatly 
miss Brian’s services, but we will greatly ben-
efit from his work and legacy. 
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TRIBUTE TO BRIAN C. COOPER 

HON. STEVE WOMACK 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 25, 2017 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Brian C. Cooper, who is retiring from 
the Office of the Parliamentarian after 35 I 
years on Capitol Hill. 

Brian is the son of Deloris and Ellsworth 
Cooper, and the youngest of seven children. 
He is a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and has 
lived in the city (in the same house he grew 
up in) for his entire life. Brian is a graduate of 
Frederick Douglass High School, whose nota-
ble alumni include the Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. Brian received a scholar-
ship to the Community College of Baltimore 
(now Baltimore City Community College), 
where he received his degree in commercial 
and graphic arts. 

Brian’s first job on Capitol Hill came in Sep-
tember of 1982, when he was hired in the 
stock room of the Longworth Building, working 
in Publication and Distribution Services. 
Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, Brian 
held a variety of positions on Capitol Hill, in-
cluding work at the House Post Office and , 
Document Room, before moving up to be-
come staff assistant for the Small Business 
Committee and later the Government Oper-
ations Committee. In these roles, Brian 
learned the intricacies of the legislative proc-
ess and the inner workings of House oper-
ations—skills that would serve him well when, 
in 1995, he was hired as an Assistant Clerk to 
the Parliamentarian. 

Brian would spend the next 22 years in the 
House Parliamentarian’s Office, and became 
Chief Clerk to the Parliamentarian in 2009. For 
over two decades, Brian has been a fixture at 
the House rostrum, dutifully assisting the pre-
siding officer in timekeeping, recognizing 
Members on the floor, and preparing and re-
viewing reams of legislative paperwork for the 
House. Brian has also prepared the House for 
joint meetings to receive foreign dignitaries 

and other guests, and joint sessions of the 
House, including state of the Union addresses. 
As clerk, Brian also supervised House ‘‘docu-
mentarian’’ pages, and created the first com-
puter network for the Parliamentarian. 

An accomplished artist, Brian remains active 
in his artistic endeavors, which run the gamut 
from pencil drawings, watercolors, and oils, to 
photography, and architectural design. His re-
tirement will offer new opportunities to con-
tinue these pursuits. His other retirement plans 
include travel and spending more time with 
family—including his numerous nieces and 
nephews. A devoted Baltimore sports fan, 
Brian will surely find his way to Camden Yards 
many times in the upcoming years to cheer on 
his beloved Orioles. 

A consummate professional, Brian has 
spent his career on Capitol Hill committed to 
assisting with an orderly and accurate legisla-
tive process, observed in a fair and non-
partisan manner. Brian is a quintessential in-
stitutionalist, always striving to continue the 
traditions and customs of the House, and’ to 
pass on his institutional knowledge to others. 
The House of Representatives has known few 
individuals more dedicated to its proper func-
tioning and legacy than Brian Cooper. 
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JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM ACT 
OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pledge my support for the Juvenile Justice 
Reform Act (H.R. 1809). 

As a former deputy probation officer with the 
Boston Juvenile Court, I have seen firsthand 
the benefits of providing core protections for 
the treatment of children, youth, and families 
in the justice system. When I was a Contra 
Costa County Supervisor in California, I saw 
the benefits from another perspective when 
our county received one of the first 
SafeFutures grants awarded by the federal 
government. The SafeFutures initiative en-
couraged communities to tailor prevention, 
intervention, and treatment strategies to local 
needs. It was through this program that I had 
the opportunity to witness first-hand the posi-
tive effects that supportive disciplinary prac-
tices have on the at-risk population. 

I am pleased that the Juvenile Justice Re-
form Act, like SafeFutures, brings together 
stakeholders to identify gaps in the continuum 
of services. Not only will these gaps be filled, 
but it also encourages finding cost-savings 
and efficiencies to keep initiatives schools es-
tablish with the help of JJRA grants running 
after that funding is exhausted. 

I appreciate the work done by Chairwoman 
FOXX and Ranking Member SCOTT to make 
the Juvenile Justice Reform Act comprehen-
sive and bipartisan. I strongly support this bill, 
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