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which will help equip professionals with the
supports they need to contribute positively to
the lives of our youth.

HONORING DR. VALERIE PITTS
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dr. Valerie Pitts on her retire-
ment after a stellar 35-year career in public
education, most recently as Superintendent of
the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District for
the past 12 years. Dr. Pitts dedicated her pro-
fessional tenure to supporting and promoting
quality public education. She is passionate
about ensuring equity for students, a climate
of inclusion, high academic standards, engag-
ing curriculum, and an ethos of continuous im-
provement.

Born, raised, and educated in Larkspur,
California, Dr. Pitts went on to earn a Bach-
elor's Degree in Music, a Master’'s Degree in
Education, and a Doctorate in Education with
an emphasis in Organizational Leadership, all
from Bay Area universities. She spent her
educational career in Marin County, first as a
teacher for eight years at San Rafael High
School before moving into curriculum support
and administration for the duration. In 2005,
Dr. Pitts returned to her home district in Lark-
spur where she spent the next dozen years.

Throughout her tenure, Dr. Pitts shared her
considerable educational experience, sKills,
and knowledge to amass a list of accomplish-
ments that numerous students, families, and
staff will enjoy for years to come.

Among her many achievements, Dr. Pitts
led the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District
during a time of exponential growth in student
enroliment, wherein she managed major facili-
ties improvements funded by taxpayer dollars
and created state-of-the-art learning environ-
ments and curriculum for the district. This in-
cluded the installation of a solar energy project
that is projected to save the district $2 million
over 20 years.

While serving as Superintendent in the Lark-
spur-Corte Madera School District, Dr. Pitts
also acted as Superintendent for the
Sausalito—Marin City School District during
transitions in leadership. This generosity of
spirit was extended to her fellow superintend-
ents around the County and in other school
districts through her work on the Joint Legisla-
tive Advisory Committee and many other
county leadership roles.

Dr. Pitts’ legacy of professional and civic
contributions will leave indelible benefits to
Marin County for years to come. She is a stu-
dent focused leader, whose commitment to
equity and excellence in public education is
outstanding. It is appropriate that she has
been selected for many honors, including the
prestigious Marin County’s 2017 Educator of
the Year award as she retires from an excep-
tional career in public education, at the Golden
Bell Award Ceremony on May 25, 2017, and
hosted by the San Rafael Elks Lodge No.
1108, Marin County School Boards Associa-
tion, Marin Association of Superintendents,
and Marin County Office of Education.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
deep appreciation for Dr. Pitts’ long and ex-
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traordinary professional service, congratulate
her on being named the 2017 Educator of the
Year, and extend to her best wishes on her
retirement.

CELEBRATING THE VOLUNTEER
EFFORTS IN IMPROVING THE AL-
TOONA USPS CENTER

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate four talented young Pennsylvania
students who volunteered their time and artis-
tic abilities to the beautification of the Altoona
Mail Processing Center.

Portage Area High School students Makayla
Klein, Christopher Hartline, Kaylee Koval, and
Alexis Miller were selected by their instructor
to design and paint a mural in the lobby of the
postal center. They submitted several designs
for consideration, and, upon selection, collabo-
rated to carry out the chosen design. The de-
sign that was selected by the postal center
was a striking image of a bald eagle with
wings spread and talons out. On the left wing
is the emblem of the United States Postal
Service, and on the right wing an American
flag.

On April 7th and 8th, 2017, Makayla, Chris-
topher, Kaylee, and Alexis volunteered their
time to complete the mural on the lobby wall
of the postal center. The mural was dedicated
to the hardworking men and women of the Al-
toona Mail Processing Center, and their com-
mitment to ensuring the efficient and accurate
handling of our mail and postage. The stu-
dents who carried out this tremendous project
deserve nothing but our gratitude and admira-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to thank
Makayla, Christopher, Kaylee, and Alexis for
their hand in the improvement of the Altoona
Mail Processing Center. Congratulations on a
job well done and for your beautiful contribu-
tion which will be enjoyed by thousands in the
community for years to come.
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IN RECOGNITION OF COLLEEN
CLARE GALLAGHER

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2017

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank and pay tribute to a long-time member
of my team. Colleen Clare Gallagher first
joined my team during my first campaign for
Congress, back in 2010. She was an intern
then, but she quickly proved her value and is
today our Director of Operations, critically im-
portant to every aspect of our office’s oper-
ations and our team’s success. Colleen grew
up in the 7th District. Her parents had seven
daughters and raised them all in Havertown,
Delaware County.

More important than her professional talent
and ability, to me and my entire team she’s
become a valued and trusted friend, col-
league, and leader.

Mr. Speaker, in the coming weeks Colleen
will be departing my office to embark upon a
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new chapter in her life. | wish her continued
happiness and success for the future.

THANKING MATTHEW HERRMANN
FOR TEN YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS
AND THE PEOPLE OF GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to thank Matthew Herrmann for ten years of
service to the people of Guam and the United
States Congress. Over the last decade, Matt
has served diligently in my office here in
Washington, D.C. and he has been instru-
mental to enacting numerous public policies
that have benefitted my constituents in Guam
and our nation as a whole.

Matt joined my office in May of 2007 as my
Military Legislative Assistant and he went on
to become my Legislative Director and then
Chief of Staff. He concurrently serves as an
Adjunct Professor at American University here
in Washington, D.C. where he teaches a
course on the impact of technology on the
American political system. Prior to joining my
office, Matt was the Executive Officer to the
Director at the National Guard Bureau Office
of Legislative Liaison.

During his time in my office, Matt has over-
seen many legislative responsibilities and he
has provided me with invaluable counsel in
fulfilling my role as Guam’s only representative
in Congress. He has been my key advisor on
issues impacting our military, veterans, and
foreign policy. | have especially appreciated
his commitment to enhancing the role and
resourcing of the National Guard, efforts for
which his actions have been widely recog-
nized. His guidance has also been critical to
securing millions in dollars for Guam as well
as ensuring that programs such as the realign-
ment of Marines from Okinawa to Guam
moves forward in a way that not only satisfies
the Department of Defense’s needs, but also
has a positive benefit to the people of Guam
and the entire Asia-Pacific region.

Matt was also instrumental to my success in
including the Guam World War |l Loyalty Rec-
ognition Act as a provision of the FY17 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, which was
signed in to law by President Barack Obama
on December 23, 2016 . This was historic leg-
islation that finally authorized, after more than
70 years, the payment of claims to the patri-
otic Chamorro Americans on Guam who en-
dured brutal enemy occupation during World
War Il

Matt’s professionalism, understanding of the
complexities of the legislative process, and
personable demeanor have been critical to his
successes here on the Hill and in turn helped
me best represent people of Guam. Further,
on a personal note, Matt has also been a
close mentor and confidant to many current
and former staff members and he was always
willing to lend his personal and professional
experiences to guide and direct them. He has
fostered strong bipartisan relationships with
Congressional staffers, officials in the Adminis-
tration, as well as key stakeholders in the pri-
vate and non-government industries, and he
will be deeply missed here on Capitol Hill.
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