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Friends. We thank you for your sacrifice as
well.

As a grateful nation, we have an obligation
and a duty to be there for those who provided
the ultimate sacrifice, and for their brothers
and sisters in service.

Let us never forget our obligation to provide
our troops the tools they need to carry out
their mission; to care for all those who have
served; to honor all those whom we’ve lost; to
keep faith with our military families; to never
stop searching for those who are missing, or
trying to bring home our prisoners of war.

May God bless our fallen heroes and their
families and all who serve in the United States
Armed Forces.

HONORING DR. DONALD F. BOESCH
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Thursday, May 25, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding environmental conserva-
tionist and researcher in my home state of
Maryland. Dr. Donald F. Boesch has served
as the President of the University of Maryland
Center for Environmental Science (UMCES)
since 1990, and he will be retiring from that
position later this year. Throughout his tenure,
UMCES has led the charge to study and con-
serve our state’s natural environments, par-
ticularly the Chesapeake Bay and its water-
shed.

UMCES has its roots in a small research
laboratory opened at the mouth of the Patux-
ent River in the Chesapeake Bay in 1925, and
was relaunched under its current name and
mission in 1997 to provide undergraduate and
graduate students with hands-on learning and
internships in marine biology, ecology, and en-
vironmental subjects. With five locations
across the State of Maryland, from its original
site in Solomons Island in Calvert County to
laboratories in the Appalachians, Baltimore,
College Park, and Cambridge on the Eastern
Shore, UMCES forms a critical part of the Uni-
versity System of Maryland’s commitment to
research and to training the next generation of
environmental scientists. lts hundred faculty
members are conducting ground-breaking re-
search and teaching UMCES’s eighty-five
graduate students.

Alongside UMCES'’s academic mission, it
also fulfills a public policy role with its faculty
advising policymakers in Maryland and in the
federal government. UMCES scientists have
been instrumental in calling attention to the
challenges facing the Chesapeake Bay and its
watershed and in proposing ways to clean up
this regional and national treasure. Under Dr.
Boesch'’s leadership, UMCES has been espe-
cially active in raising awareness about the
Chesapeake and its importance to regional
ecosystems and supporting our regional econ-
omy.

Dr. Boesch began his career by earning his
undergraduate degree in biology from Tulane
University in his native New Orleans. Later, he
received his doctorate in oceanography from
the College of William and Mary in Virginia.
He spent time in Australia on a Fulbright
scholarship before conducting research at the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science. In 1980,
Dr. Boesch returned to New Orleans to be-
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come the inaugural Executive Director of the
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium and
to teach marine science at Louisiana State
University. He came to Maryland in 1990 to
lead UMCES and now caps a very successful
tenure of twenty-seven years at the helm. Dur-
ing that time, Dr. Boesch advised Maryland
governors from both parties, has been as a
member of the Governor's Chesapeake Bay
Cabinet, and has served on the Maryland
Commission on Climate Change. In 2010,
President Obama appointed him to the Na-
tional Commission on the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling. He has
served as Chair of the Ocean Studies Board
for the National Academy of Sciences and is
the author of two books and dozens of schol-
arly papers.

The people of Maryland have been so fortu-
nate to have Dr. Boesch leading UMCES
these past twenty-seven years. We have been
blessed to have his intellect, his dedication,
and his wise leadership benefiting our stu-
dents and our researchers. All those who
treasure the Chesapeake owe Dr. Boesch
much gratitude for his contributions to pre-
serving the Bay and its watershed. | join in
congratulating him on a very successful tenure
and in wishing him well as he prepares to step
down later this year.

COMMENDING 2017 HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES ENLISTED IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
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Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize greater Richmond area high school
seniors who plan to enlist in the United States
Armed Forces following graduation. These stu-
dents have demonstrated an extraordinary
commitment to scholastic achievement. It is
with profound enthusiasm | commend the fol-
lowing student leaders on the selfless choice
to answer our Nation’s call to service:

Adams, Solomon; Bailey, James; Bontilao,
Domenique; Broughton, Adam; Delao, Natty;
Flournoy, Paul; Gascott, Andrew; Hall, Liam;

Herrera, Jordy; Johnson, Forrest; Jones,
Savion; Lewis, Antonique; Lindsay, David;
McClain, Lakeeya; McCullers, Orlando;

McGiriffin, John; Monteeria, Darius; Saddler,
Kioni; Sauvager, Alexandra; Gordon, Shamai;
Smith, Robert Ill; Taylor, Gabriel; Turner, Na-
thaniel; Viera, Sabrina; Whiting, Shamon; Wil-
liams, Fat Tae; Wilson, Armone; Witherspoon,
Kendell; Woods, Ashley; Wren, David; Wynn,
Kahli; Aggabao, Richard; Barba, Rigoberto;
Barquero, lyan; Briggs, Colin; Broussard,
Micha; Burleigh, Emon; Cassidy, Christopher;
Cheek, Austin; Cruz, Alexa; Decriscio, Donald;
Dunn, Taylor; Fleming, Lauryn; Garcia,
Alejandro; Hoffler, Tyler; Howe, Kyle; Lofton,
Jerron; Marentes, Saul; Marshburn, Donald;
Nunes, Amy; Parker, Dajohn; Perkins, Cierra;
Ramirez, Alonso; Scruggs, Carlos; Spraggs,
Armani; Tabora, Ivan; Taylor, Matthew; Wil-
liams, Darius; Williams, Taeyah; Yeomans,
Jesse; Gadsen, Breyona; Glatt, Matthew;
Grella, Julia; Hamilton, Brian; Hollen, Joseph;
Hopkins, Jonathan; McLean, Alphonsje; Pey-
ton, Calvin; Ratliff, Isis; Speer, Harrison; Tay-
lor, Daryl; Vinson, Simone; Green, Vivian;

May 25, 2017

Washington-Allen, Dominic; Williams, Kyle;
Clary-Hayman, Tiana; Feggins, Roman; Chap-
man, Ravon; and Tunstall, Anthony.

On this day, | acknowledge your courage
and commitment to our country and express
my sincere gratitude for your willingness to
serve honorably. | look forward to joining the
Blue Star Families of Richmond and Henrico
Co. Public Schools to honor these exceptional
students during the “Our Community Salutes
Reception and Awards Ceremony” on Tues-
day, May 30, 2017 at Hermitage High School
in Henrico Co., Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting these brave, young women and
men for the courageous decision to join the
United States Armed Forces upon their high
school graduation.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
AND THE JOHN F. KENNEDY
HYANNIS MUSEUM
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the
birth of President John F. Kennedy and the
exceptional work of the John F. Kennedy
Hyannis Museum in preserving his legacy.

President Kennedy, one of Massachusetts’
most celebrated sons and the youngest presi-
dent to be elected to office, had a deep and
abiding love for his family’s home in Hyannis
Port. The John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum
is devoted to preserving the legacy of Presi-
dent Kennedy and his deep and lasting bond
with the marshes, beaches, sea breeze, and
way of life on Cape Cod.

Since the John F. Kennedy Hyannis Mu-
seum first opened its doors in 1992, it has
hosted and designed numerous exhibits that
highlight the life of President Kennedy and the
legacy of his family. The Museum’s multimedia
displays give the visiting public a glimpse into
the life of one of the most influential and rec-
ognizable leaders in the world. In addition to
the well-known role of the Kennedys in Amer-
ican history, the Museum annotates the per-
sonal side of the unforgettable President—pro-
viding visitors with a deeper perspective on
and edification of John F. Kennedy: the father,
son, brother, husband, and friend. Lining the
walls of the galleries are images of the Ken-
nedys relaxing on the beach, enjoying eve-
nings with friends, and recreating on the com-
pound lawns.

Though President Kennedy was tragically
taken from the American people on November
22, 1963, his legacy and impact on the coun-
try lives on—thanks in no small part to the ef-
forts of the John F. Kennedy Hyannis Mu-
seum. To this day, it remains a renowned des-
tination in downtown Hyannis. In celebration of
the anniversary of his birthday, the museum is
hosting numerous events including a com-
memoration concert in collaboration with the
Cape Symphony.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor the John
F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum on the occasion
of the 100th Anniversary of the birth of Presi-
dent Kennedy. | ask that my colleagues join
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