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branches in Lansing, Grand Rapids, the Sagi-
naw/Bay City area and southwest Michigan. 
The growth of the Inforum Center for Leader-
ship, along with its long track record of edu-
cating and empowering women, is a testament 
to the organization’s success, and it is my 
hope that Inforum continues to effectively 
serve a broad range of women throughout 
their careers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to Join 
me in honoring Inforum for its record of pro-
viding career skills and training that allows 
women to achieve success. Inforum provides 
resources and hosts a variety of programs that 
provide professional development for women. 
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Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am pleased to re-introduce the Young Ameri-
cans Financial Literacy Act. Financial literacy 
is critical to ensuring future financial responsi-
bility. Studies have shown that 87 percent of 
Americans believe finance education should 
be taught in schools and 92 percent of K–12 
teachers believe that financial education 
should be taught in school, but only 12 per-
cent of teachers actually teach the subject. 
Yet, according to a 2016 survey, only 1 in 3 
states require high school students to take a 
personal finance course, and only five States 
require high school students to take a semes-
ter long personal finance course. 

I believe that Congress has an opportunity 
and a responsibility to address the pressing 
needs of individuals faced with the loss of 
their financial stability and the challenges of 
economic uncertainty. This should include fi-
nancial literacy education reform and long- 
term solutions to prevent future personal finan-
cial disasters. Research-based financial lit-
eracy education programs are needed to 
reach individuals at all ages and socio-
economic levels, particularly those facing 
unique and challenging financial situations, 
such as high school graduates entering the 
workforce, soon-to-be and recent college grad-
uates, young families, and to address the 
unique needs of military personnel and their 
families. High school and college students 
who are exposed to cumulative financial edu-
cation show an increase in financial knowl-
edge, which in turn drives increasingly respon-
sible behavior as they become young adults. 

According to the Government Accountability 
Office, giving Americans the information they 

need to make effective financial decisions can 
be key to their well-being and to the country’s 
economic health. The recent financial crisis, 
when many borrowers failed to fully under-
stand the risks associated with certain finan-
cial products, underscored the need to im-
prove individuals’ financial literacy and em-
power all Americans to make informed finan-
cial decisions. This is especially true for young 
people as they are earning their first pay-
checks, securing student aid, and establishing 
their financial independence. Therefore, focus-
ing economic education and financial literacy 
efforts and best practices for young people be-
tween the ages of 8 through 24 is of utmost 
Importance. 

I believe America should be leading the 
world with the best-educated students who will 
drive our economic innovation and success, 
so please join me in cosponsoring the Young 
Americans Financial Literacy Act. This act: 

Establishes a grant program in the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial protection to develop 
and implement financial literacy programs for 
young people ages eight to twenty-four; 

Incentivizes the development of partnerships 
between institutions or higher education, local 
educational agencies, non-profit organizations, 
and financial institutions to develop programs 
aimed at young Americans in different phases 
of their life; 

Ensures the development of evidence-based 
instructional material that is geared towards 
targeted groups and addresses unique life sit-
uations, including bankruptcy, foreclosure, stu-
dent loans, credit card misuse; and 

Conducts ongoing assessment and account-
ability of the program over the short-and long- 
term to ensure that grand money achieves the 
greatest impact. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the Young Americans Financial Lit-
eracy Act. 
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Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Kent 
Durante, who received his Eagle Scout pin 
posthumously this past Saturday. 

Kent lost his brave battle with cancer last 
November before he could fulfill his dream of 
becoming an Eagle Scout. Last weekend, he 
was honored at a ceremony along with two of 
his fellow scouts, where they achieved the 
highest rank Boy Scouts can achieve. 

For over a century, the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica have had an honored tradition of teaching 

young men essential life skills including out-
door survival and leadership skills. As told to 
me, these times were cherished by Kent as, 
even after his diagnosis, he continued to re-
main active in his troop and even graduated 
cum laude from Estero High School. 

It is understood in the scouting community 
that only about 4 percent of scouts attain the 
rank of Eagle. It is humbling to know that Kent 
is among this distinguished group. I would like 
to honor Kent for this well-deserved award. 
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Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, on May 31, 
2017, the North Central Kiwanis Club will host 
a dinner honoring Staten Island’s World War II 
veterans. I rise today, Mr. Speaker, with im-
mense gratitude for the patriotic sacrifice our 
WWII veterans gave to our country in its tri-
umph over evil. 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japa-
nese forces on December 7, 1941—the ‘‘date 
which will live in infamy,’’ as President Roo-
sevelt so eloquently stated—the United States 
declared war on the Axis Powers, joining the 
United Kingdom, Soviet Union, Free French 
Forces, and China in their fight against bru-
tality, barbarity, and oppression. We owe our 
lives to the servicemen who, without a mo-
ment’s hesitation, leapt to defend their country 
and the world from Nazism and fascism. 
Moreover, many even lied about their age just 
so they could join the fight. The world will 
never forget their valor and courage. 

Life. Democracy. Freedom. Many take these 
for granted. If not for the veterans of the Sec-
ond World War, those values would simply be 
an impossible dream. In a speech to the 
House of Commons on August 20, 1940, 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill declared, 
‘‘Never in the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few.’’ I cannot 
think of a better statement to describe what 
this nation owes to its WWII veterans. It is 
simply not possible to repay the insurmount-
able debt we owe to them. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to provide my ever-
lasting thanks to the men who answered their 
country’s call in the moment when they were 
needed most. They are the saviors of our na-
tion and for that, I salute them. 
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