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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

The Members of this people’s House
will be leaving for the Memorial Day
recess. As they meet with their respec-
tive constituents, give them the gifts
of wisdom and discernment, that in
their words and actions they will do
justice, love with mercy, and walk
humbly with You. May they also have
the attentiveness that is called for to
hear the concerns of those whom they
represent.

On this weekend especially, we re-
member those men and women who
have given their lives in service to our
country. Bless them with everlasting
peace and give consolation and peace
to those who mourn them.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. OLSON) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. OLSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

FIGHT ON, KATIE VACEK

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, for 8%
yvears I have worked for the best people
in America, the people of Texas 22. The
people of Texas 22 love their neighbors.
They love their community, they love
life, and they love God.

Texas 22 is Katie Vacek. Katie is a
senior at Needville High School. Three
months before using her Blue Jay
wings to fly into her future, God gave
her a different flight. She fell out of a
tree with her boyfriend, Kernie, watch-
ing. She is now paralyzed from the
waist down.

Kernie, her classmates, and the
whole town rallied around Katie and
her dreams. Twelve days ago, at her
prom with Kernie, she danced.

Katie, I don’t want to come between
you and Kernie, but I want you to be
my date the next time President
Trump speaks in this Chamber in Feb-
ruary of next year. We will lock this
down at the Knights of Columbus on
June 6 back home. Keep fighting,
knowing that God is with you always.

———

BUDGET CUTS TO EDUCATION

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the budg-
et released by President Trump. It is
cruel and shortsighted in the extreme:
cutting essential investments driving
job creation, protecting our environ-

ment, funding breakthrough cures, and
providing a safety net for the neediest
among us.

Among the most objectionable are
the President’s cuts to education.
Funds used for college work-study pro-
grams, loan forgiveness for those who
enter public service, and dollars used
by schools for mental health will not
just be cut but be eliminated. For ex-
ample, 21st century community learn-
ing centers, which offer learning oppor-
tunities during nonschool hours for
those from our neediest communities,
would be completely eliminated.

We know these programs work. An
evaluation showed program participa-
tion improved math and English grades
by 30 to 40 percent. In my district,
Waukegan Community School District
Number 60 uses these funds to offer an
extended day program at seven schools
to increase academic achievement and
build life skills.

Mr. Speaker, this budget irrespon-
sibly mortgages our future by short-
changing our children. I urge my col-
leagues to reject this budget. Let’s
work together to chart a path that en-
sures our Nation’s prosperity.

——
NATIONAL EMS WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week we observe Na-
tional EMS Week to celebrate, unify,
and inspire the men and women of our
Nation’s emergency medical services.
The theme this year is Always in Serv-
ice, which recognizes our EMS profes-
sionals and their constant service to
communities throughout this nation.

From a young age, children are
taught that, in a moment of crisis,
they call 911. From illness to injury,
whenever the world seems to be ending,
society counts on EMS personnel to be
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