S3296

(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1132, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to make per-
manent the removal of the rental cap
for durable medical equipment under
the Medicare program with respect to
speech generating devices.
S. 1133
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1133, a bill to repeal changes made by
health care reform laws to the Medi-
care exception to the prohibition on
certain physician referrals for hos-
pitals, and for other purposes.
S. 1141
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1141, a bill to ensure that the
United States promotes the meaningful
participation of women in mediation
and negotiation processes seeking to
prevent, mitigate, or resolve violent
conflict.
S. 1151
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1151, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a non-
refundable credit for working family
caregivers.
S. 1238
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1238, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase
and make permanent the exclusion for
benefits provided to volunteer fire-
fighters and emergency medical re-
sponders.
S. 1240
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1240, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to establish an Office of
Public Participation and Consumer Ad-
vocacy.
S. 1263
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1263, a bill to amend the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to
prohibit oil-, gas-, and methane hy-
drate-related seismic activities in the
North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, South
Atlantic, and Straits of Florida plan-
ning areas of the outer Continental
Shelf, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 12
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 12, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that those who served in the
bays, harbors, and territorial seas of
the Republic of Vietnam during the pe-
riod beginning on January 9, 1962, and
ending on May 7, 1975, should be pre-
sumed to have served in the Republic
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of Vietnam for all purposes under the
Agent Orange Act of 1991.
S. RES. 54
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 54, a resolution expressing
the unwavering commitment of the
United States to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.
S. RES. 174
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 174, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of Lions
Clubs International and celebrating the
Lions Clubs International for a long
history of humanitarian service.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr.

BURR, Mr. RISCH, Mr. RUBIO,
Ms. CoOLLINS, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.

McCaAIN, Mr. TIiLLIS, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. THUNE,
and Mr. PERDUE):

S. 1297. A bill to make title VII of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
of 1978 permanent, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, the at-
tacks in London last weekend exposed
in a matter of minutes just how vulner-
able free societies truly are. All it
takes is a van or a Kknife and an
unsuspecting bystander to turn a fun
night out on the town into a horrific
nightmare.

Of course, we shouldn’t need any re-
minders, but let me give one yet again:
We are at war with Islamic extremists.
We have been for years, and I am sorry
to say that there is no end in sight. It
is easy to forget this as we go about
our daily lives, but our enemies have
not, and they will not. They have never
taken their eyes off the ultimate tar-
get, either—the United States.

Yes, we are at war with a vicious and
unyielding foe, and just as our enemy
can attack us with the simplest of ev-
eryday tools, the strongest shield we
have in our defense is just as basic: It
is the intelligence—information—of
knowing who is talking to whom about
what, where, when, and why.

After the 9/11 attacks, our national
security agencies developed cutting-
edge programs that allow us to figure
out what the bad guys are up to and
stop them before they can perpetrate
such heinous attacks. Very often, the
intelligence they have collected has
made the difference between life and
death for American citizens. But one of
those programs is going to sunset later
this year. I am talking about section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act. This is a program that col-
lects information about foreign persons
on foreign soil and, as a result, saves
American lives.
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Unfortunately, this and other pro-
grams were distorted in the public de-
bate by a traitor, a disgruntled ex-NSA
contractor, Edward Snowden, who now
sits in the warm embrace of Russian
intelligence services. Ever since his
very damaging leak of classified mate-
rial many years back, many Americans
have grown doubtful about these pro-
grams and about section 702 in par-
ticular, which is why it bears repeating
just what section 702 does. It allows our
national security agencies to collect
internet or phone communications
from a source within the TUnited
States, like an internet service pro-
vider, but only under a very specific set
of conditions. It cannot target Amer-
ican citizens—not even lawful perma-
nent residents. It can’t even target for-
eigners communicating on U.S. soil. It
can target only people discussing a spe-
cific list of topics preapproved by the
FISA court, which is made up of Fed-
eral judges with life tenure. We are not
talking about what they are picking up
at the grocery store or when they are
checking in on the kids. We are talking
about things like weapons of mass de-
struction.

It is true that this program occasion-
ally does collect information about
American citizens. That will be true of
any attempt to stop any kind of home-
grown terrorism. But if you are con-
cerned about protecting Americans’
privacy rights, then you should support
extending 702. It puts in place a host of
privacy protections to scrub raw intel-
ligence of any unnecessary identifying
information. To allow this program to
expire on December 31 would hurt both
our national security and our privacy
rights.

That is why today I am introducing a
bill that would reauthorize section 702
permanently, as is, with no changes.
We can’t tie the hands of our national
security officials at the precise mo-
ment that our enemies are taking the
gloves off around the world. Terrorists
don’t plan to sunset their threats to
our way of life, so why should our im-
portant counterterrorism tools sunset?

I am glad to say that my legislation
has the support of every Republican
Senator on the Intelligence Com-
mittee, and I look forward to earning
the support of my colleagues in the
weeks ahead because we can’t afford to
let this program expire. It is not too
much and it is not an exaggeration to
say that American lives depend on sec-
tion 702.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 219. Mr. GARDNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1094, to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the accountability
of employees of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 219. Mr. GARDNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 1094, to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve the
accountability of employees of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Beginning on page 81, strike line 3 and all
that follows through page 82, line 24, and in-
sert the following:

(a) REDUCTION OF ANNUITY FOR REMOVED
EMPLOYEE.—(1) The Secretary shall order
that the covered service of an employee of
the Department removed from a position for
performance or misconduct under section
713, 714, or 7461 of this title or any other pro-
vision of law shall not be taken into account
for purposes of calculating an annuity with
respect to such individual under chapter 83
or chapter 84 of title 5, if—

(A) the Secretary determines that the indi-
vidual—

(i) is convicted of a felony (and the convic-
tion is final) that influenced the individual’s
performance while employed in the position;

(ii) committed an act of gross negligence;
or

(iii) mismanaged funds of the Department;
and

(B) before such order is made, the indi-
vidual is afforded—

(i) notice of the proposed order; and

(ii) an opportunity to respond to the pro-
posed order by not later than ten business
days following receipt of such notice; and

(C) the Secretary issues the order—

(i) in the case of a proposed order to which
an individual responds under subparagraph
(B)(ii), not later than five business days after
receiving the response of the individual; or

(ii) in the case of a proposed order to which
an individual does not respond, not later
than 15 business days after the Secretary
provides notice to the individual under sub-
paragraph (B)@i).

(2) Any individual with respect to whom an
annuity is reduced under this subsection
may appeal the reduction to the Director of
the Office of Personnel Management pursu-
ant to such regulations as the Director may
prescribe for purposes of this subsection.

(b) REDUCTION OF ANNUITY FOR RETIRED
EMPLOYEE.—(1) The Secretary may order
that the covered service of an individual who
the Secretary proposes to remove for per-
formance or misconduct under section 713,
714, or 7461 of this title or any other provi-
sion of law but who leaves employment at
the Department prior to the issuance of a
final decision with respect to such action
shall not be taken into account for purposes
of calculating an annuity with respect to
such individual under chapter 83 or chapter
84 of title 5, if—

(A) the Secretary determines that the indi-
vidual—

(i) is convicted of a felony (and the convic-
tion is final) that influenced the individual’s
performance while employed in the position;

(ii) committed an act of gross negligence;
or

(iii) mismanaged funds of the Department;
and

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I have
6 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, June 6, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive
testimony on the posture of the De-
partment of the Air Force in review of
the defense authorization request for
fiscal year 2018 and the future years de-
fense program.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Mr. Kevin Allen
Hassett, to be Chairman of the Council
of Economic Advisers; and the Honor-
able Pamela Hughes Patenaude, to be
Deputy Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a Business Meeting on
Tuesday, June 6, 2017, beginning at 9:30
a.m. in Room 366 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building in Washington, DC.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, at
10 a.m. in order to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, June 6, 2017,
at 3 p.m., in room SH-219 of the Senate
Hart Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER

The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, June 6, 2017,
at 2:30 p.m.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
consent that LCDR Michael Chesnut,
U.S. Navy, a defense legislative fellow
in my office, be granted floor privileges
for the duration of his fellowship.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Patrick Flani-
gan, an intern in Senator KENNEDY’s
office, be granted floor privileges for
the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR STAR PRINTING—S.
RES. 184
Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that S. Res.
184 be star printed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
June 7; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to Calendar No. 110, S. 722.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
if there is no further business to come
before the Senate, I ask unanimous
consent that it stand adjourned under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:26 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, June 7, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

RICHARD V. SPENCER, OF WYOMING, TO BE SECRETARY
OF THE NAVY, VICE RAYMOND EDWIN MABUS, JR.

CHARLES DOUGLAS STIMSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,
VICE PAUL LUIS OOSTBURG SANZ.

OWEN WEST, OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE MICHAEL D. LUMPKIN.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

JOSEPH OTTING, OF NEVADA, TO BE COMPTROLLER OF
THE CURRENCY FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS, VICE
THOMAS J. CURRY, TERM EXPIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

ELIZABETH ERIN WALSH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES AND FOR-
EIGN COMMERCIAL SERVICE, VICE ARUN MADHAVAN
KUMAR.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STEVEN GILL BRADBURY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION, VICE KATHRYN B. THOMSON, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

DAVID P. PEKOSKE, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE PETER
V. NEFFENGER.

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ANNIE CAPUTO, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR THE TERM OF
FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2021, VICE WILLIAM
CHARLES OSTENDORFF, TERM EXPIRED.

KRISTINE L. SVINICKI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR THE
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2022. (RE-
APPOINTMENT)

DAVID WRIGHT, OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR THE
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2020, VICE JEFF-
ERY MARTIN BARAN, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ROBERT CHARROW, OF MARYLAND, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, VICE WILLIAM B. SCHULTZ.

STEPHEN PARENTE, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
VICE RICHARD G. FRANK.

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION

DAVID STEELE BOHIGIAN, OF MISSOURI, TO BE EXECU-
TIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE IN-
VESTMENT CORPORATION, VICE MIMI E. ALEMAYEHOU .

RAY WASHBURNE, OF TEXAS, TO BE PRESIDENT OF
THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION,
VICE ELIZABETH L. LITTLEFIELD.
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