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production of food and fiber. This is 
part of the amazing development of 
American agriculture. So equally cru-
cial for the sustainability of American 
agriculture are our export markets and 
our trade agreements. That means im-
proving NAFTA, continuing to engage 
with our European allies, and not turn-
ing our back on Asia. 

In fiscal year 2016, the United States 
exported $129 billion worth of agricul-
tural products. We not only feed our 
Nation every night, but we grow more 
than enough to export abroad. We must 
maintain good relations with our top 
trade partners and continue to lower 
trade barriers to existing and new for-
eign markets. 

So let’s not just focus on healthy eat-
ing during National Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Month and National Dairy 
Month; let’s take the opportunity to 
discuss how we will work together to 
ensure that our farmers, ranchers, and 
dairymen and -women can continue to 
contribute not only to America’s din-
ner tables, but to our communities and 
to our economy. The health and secu-
rity of our Nation depends on it. 

CONGRATULATING ANANYA VINAY 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, let me also 

give a shout-out to Ananya Vinay, the 
2017 National Spelling Bee champion, 
from Fresno, California. We are all 
proud of her accomplishments. Obvi-
ously, this young lady has a great fu-
ture ahead of her. 

Congratulations, once again, on be-
coming the 2017 National Spelling Bee 
champion. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF ROY HERTEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and memory of my friend Roy Hertel, 
who passed away Thursday, May 25, at 
the age of 68. 

Roy was a true public servant and 
community leader in Montgomery 
County, Illinois. Throughout his life 
and career, he held many roles in the 
region and had an immeasurable im-
pact on countless lives, including mine. 

As a teacher, circuit clerk, county 
board chairman, and administrator for 
the county’s Department of Health and 
Human Services in the State of Illi-
nois, Roy’s career was defined by his 
dedication to bettering the lives of 
those not only in Montgomery County, 
but also throughout central Illinois. 

His involvement in the region went 
far beyond his career. Roy was an ac-
tive member of the Disciples of Christ 
in Hillsboro; a 45-year member of the 
Lions Club, where he had held all of-
fices, the district lieutenant governor 
and district governor in 1991 and 1992; a 
member of the Mt. Moriah Masonic 
Lodge Number 51 A.F. & A.M. in Hills-
boro; president of the Circuit Clerk’s 
Association; a member of the Hillsboro 

Moose Lodge Number 1377; part of the 
Hillsboro Sports Association; and 
served as chairman, until his death, of 
the Montgomery County Board. 

Roy also served as a coach for both 
youth baseball and soccer leagues, and 
was a dedicated fan and supporter of 
every sports team that his son played 
on and every child played on in Hills-
boro, Illinois. He was especially fond of 
the Hillsboro Junior High Dragons that 
his son started on, clear up until his 
son played for the Gateway Grizzlies. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
Nanci and the rest of Roy’s family and 
friends, as central Illinois has lost a 
leader whose presence will be tremen-
dously missed. 

f 

REFORM OUR BROKEN MILITARY 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, for more 
than 7 years, I have spoken out against 
the broken military justice system 
that allows commanders to decide how 
sexual assaults and other criminal of-
fenses are prosecuted under the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice. Our 
servicemembers are stuck in a world 
where their fates rest within the chain 
of command, where bias is king and 
justice often a jester. 

Today, I stand here sick at heart 
that, once again, a rape conviction has 
been overturned because of the broken 
military justice system. In this in-
stance, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Armed Forces threw out Airman 
Rodney Boyce’s rape and assault con-
viction because of the involvement of 
Lieutenant General Craig Franklin, 
who referred the case to court-martial. 

This all came about because, in 2013, 
General Franklin was admonished by 
his superiors for tossing out the aggra-
vated sexual assault conviction of a 
fellow F–16 pilot, a unanimous decision 
by a jury of his peers. Certainly, a gen-
eral should not have the power to over-
turn the findings of a court of law sim-
ply because he thinks his buddy could 
not possibly have committed the sex-
ual assault. 

But because Franklin was appro-
priately admonished for this abuse of 
power, the U.S. Court of Appeals found 
that his subsequent decision to move 
forward with an entirely separate 
Boyce case constituted unlawful com-
mand influence. 

This is made more ridiculous by two 
facts: first, the military judge during 
the actual trial found no evidence of 
unlawful command influence; second, 
the appeals court that threw out the 
Boyce case also did not find evidence of 
unlawful command influence, just the 
‘‘appearance’’ of it. 

So, apparently, unlawful command 
influence is like pornography: there is 
no definition, but judges know it when 
they see it. 

Colleagues, it is past time to reform 
this unjust system that ignores jury 

decisions on the whim of a convening 
authority. The military must remove 
the power to decide whether or not to 
prosecute sexual assault cases from the 
chain of command and give the author-
ity to independent military prosecu-
tors. 

I have met with countless survivors 
who have suffered in unique and horri-
fying ways. There is a hauntingly clear 
pattern to nearly all of their experi-
ences: the perpetrator was let off the 
hook and the victim fellow service-
member was revictimized by an unjust 
system, all at the hands of the chain of 
command that is supposed to be there 
to protect and defend them. 

The sense of betrayal by their com-
mand is marrow deep and life altering. 
Many describe the feelings of this be-
trayal more akin to a violation at the 
hands of a family member rather than 
a boss or coworker. 

All that we need to do is to allow 
trained and experienced lawyers in the 
military to make a legal judgment 
about a crime. This in no way impacts 
the commander’s authority. It simply 
gives servicemembers what we civil-
ians take for granted, which is relying 
on a trained prosecutor to decide 
whether to move forward with serious 
charges of sexual assault. 

Our servicemembers deserve and need 
a system that they can trust to be fair 
and impartial. Letting a convicted rap-
ist walk free because of a mere appear-
ance of unlawful command influence— 
forget the fact that he was, in fact, 
convicted of the assault—shows just 
how deep the problem runs. 

As this case shows, the perception 
and the reality is that commanders 
with a built-in conflict of interest and 
with little or no legal training are de-
ciding whether to move forward to 
trial. They make this decision not sole-
ly based on legal reasoning, but a myr-
iad of other factors—like how well they 
fly a jet or how well they are liked by 
others—that should not be injected 
into the decisionmaking. 

Our servicemembers deserve and need 
a system that they can trust to be fair 
and impartial. We have the power and 
duty to fundamentally reform the sys-
tem to ensure that they are treated 
with a level of fairness that befits their 
sacrifice and service. 

Mr. Speaker, the words of one mili-
tary servicemember still haunt me and 
ring in my ears, when she said to me: 

I joined the military to fight the enemy. I 
never thought that he would be right next to 
me. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN 
FARMER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an often overlooked and 
sometimes underappreciated American 
hero: the American farmer. 

The American farmer has been work-
ing the land since before the founding 
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of this country. Early settlers quickly 
discovered that America is endowed 
with abundant natural resources, rich 
soil, and temperate conditions that 
provide a solid foundation for a vibrant 
agrarian economy. 

Fast-forward a few hundred years, 
and today the United States is the 
number one exporter of agricultural 
products in the world. In fact, farming 
accounts for over $163 billion each 
year. This production not only helps 
make our GDP the highest in the 
world, but it also helps feed billions 
worldwide, often in the most hard-to- 
reach places where food insecurity and 
malnutrition are chronic problems. 

According to the most recent data 
from the USDA, family farms account 
for 99 percent of all farms in the U.S. 
and 89 percent of America’s agricul-
tural production. Ninety percent of the 
farms in the U.S. are considered small, 
and these small farms account for the 
vast majority of American farmers. 
This is equally true in Indiana, where, 
although we are the 38th largest State 
geographically, we rank in the top 10 in 
total agricultural sales. 

Production in Indiana supports over 
245,000 jobs, and corn, soybeans, hogs, 
poultry, and dairy have a combined $10 
billion economic impact statewide. 
Simply put, ag is a really big deal in 
Indiana, and the Hoosier farmer does 
all of the heavy lifting. 

Safe, affordable food is important to 
our national security, and a reliable, 
sustainable food source is crucial to 
safeguarding public health while pre-
serving economic independence. That 
is why we should support our Nation’s 
agricultural producers in every way 
that we can. 

b 1045 

This includes supporting the U.S. 
crop insurance program, which pro-
vides an important safety net to farm-
ers who assume major risks with each 
seed that they put in the ground. As re-
cent natural disasters have made all 
too clear, widespread weather events 
can trigger huge losses for America’s 
family farmers. 

Without a national reinsurance pool, 
growers would have far fewer options 
available, many crops would be ex-
cluded, few could participate in the 
program, and growers would be forced 
to turn to Congress for assistance 
whenever disaster struck. That would 
be particularly true in areas where 
droughts and floods are common. 

Through the crop insurance program, 
insurers can extend coverage to crops 
of all kind, providing farmers with the 
protections they need to do what they 
do best: grow food. This program is an 
example of the government partnering 
with industry to offer an exceptionally 
valuable service while maintaining a 
carefully limited Federal Government 
role. Frankly, it should be used as a 
model for other Federal reinsurance 
programs. 

It is a success story, and even if you 
are not a farmer, you have benefited 

from its existence. It has helped you 
receive more affordable food and helped 
America maintain its agricultural pre-
eminence. That is a great result for 
virtually every American. 

Mr. Speaker, as Congress begins 
working on the next farm bill, I hope 
my colleagues recognize the value of 
our Federal crop insurance program 
and the important role that it plays in 
supporting the American farmer while 
he or she supports the American con-
sumer. 

f 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
PARK AND THE EFFECTS OF CLI-
MATE CHANGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, I spent our congressional recess 
in the Rocky Mountain National Park, 
home to some of America’s most 
unique and breathtaking natural won-
ders, in an attempt to better under-
stand the mounting impacts climate 
change has on our national parks and 
all of our public lands across the coun-
try. 

More than 4.5 million people from 
across America and the world visit the 
Rockies every year to take in the 
snowcapped peaks, the winding rivers, 
and the endless evergreen forests. They 
see herds of elk and bighorn sheep, and 
hear the screeching call of the moun-
tain pika, a small furry creature that I 
can personally attest makes one of the 
most distinctive sounds in the moun-
tains. 

Visitors to the park, like me, can ex-
perience all four seasons in an hour as 
they drive up Trail Ridge Road from 
the sunny, low-elevation valleys, to the 
top of 12,000-foot peaks covered in 20- 
foot snowdrifts. It is impossible not to 
appreciate the intricate balance of na-
ture while standing in that environ-
ment, the way that each species is fine-
ly tuned to survive in its surroundings 
and the way that each depends on the 
other. 

Unfortunately, this careful balance is 
being shaken to its very core by man-
made climate change as well as the de-
nial of its existence by a very small 
group of post-science, post-research 
skeptics. 

For centuries, bark beetles and 
lodgepole pines maintained a special 
relationship. Beetles, held in check by 
deep, cold winters, ate and killed some 
of the largest and oldest trees, opening 
up valuable forest real estate for new, 
younger trees to thrive. Now, however, 
thanks to warming global tempera-
tures, those cold winters haven’t come 
and beetle populations have boomed, 
killing literally millions of trees in the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Formerly green mountainsides are 
dotted, or even dominated, by the sil-
ver skeletons of pines, it is one of the 
most conspicuous changes to visitors of 
the park. 

The little pika is another of many 
species whose way of life is dis-

appearing as global warming drives 
temperatures higher and higher. As 
summer temperatures spike, many of 
these creatures are dying out. Humans 
are not immune to these impacts ei-
ther. 

Warming winters cause more and 
more of the mountain’s precipitation 
to fall as rain instead of snow, allowing 
it to run off or soak into the soil. The 
snowpack, which for generations has 
fed the Colorado River, is diminishing 
and, with it, our reliable and already 
taxed water source for seven Western 
States. 

It was uncanny, Mr. Speaker, to be 
standing at the headwaters of the Colo-
rado River, a mere creek in the Rock-
ies, learning about the ways manmade 
warming is changing the world around 
us at the same time the President was 
withdrawing the United States from 
the historic Paris Agreement. 

It was tragic irony to be in that envi-
ronment to hear this devastating an-
nouncement. It was truly inexplicable 
to be surrounded by one of many na-
tional treasures as our Federal Govern-
ment announced their decision to aban-
don them when they are needed most. 

The agreement, an unprecedented 
show of global will to tackle a truly 
global problem, isn’t an end-all, as 
some less-enlightened critics have said. 
It is a framework, a roadmap to get the 
pollution reductions started, to ensure 
a safe, sustainable, and economically 
prosperous future. It supports an eco-
nomic model built for the long haul, 
one that protects lives and livelihoods, 
while wasting less and producing more. 
These are irrefutable costs to leaving 
the Paris Agreement. 

By removing us from the agreement, 
the President isn’t canceling it. He is 
simply ensuring that we are the ones 
who will be left behind as the world 
moves forward without us. We will be 
left behind with the cost of polluted 
air, preventable and expensive illness, 
and shrinking, uncompetitive fossil 
fuel industries that imperil their work-
ers and drag the economy down. 

It will cost us standing as a world 
leader in innovation as other countries 
step forward to fill the void that we 
have created and realize the benefits of 
clean-energy jobs, reliable public tran-
sit, and stable supply chains for busi-
nesses. 

They understand that climate change 
affects us all, no matter our income or 
whether we are in the middle of a 
major city or on the top of the great 
Rocky Mountains. 

The 194 nations that remain in the 
Paris Agreement will continue to act, 
not because the U.S. once told them to 
do so, but because it is the right thing 
to do and it is in their best interest 
from economic gain and public health 
to national security and stewardship. 

I encourage everyone to go visit the 
mountains. Go spend a week with the 
incredible men and women of the Na-
tional Park Service who have dedi-
cated their lives to understanding and 
protecting America’s precious natural 
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