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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BERGMAN).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 12, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JACK
BERGMAN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend Patrick J.
Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You so that with Your spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day with
grace and confidence.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they return from a long week-
end back in their home districts.

With fascinating and rather dramatic
political developments taking place
around the world, may we Americans
remain all the more committed to our
constitutional form of government.
May Your gifts of wisdom and insight
pour forth on this assembly, so that
the wisdom of our Founders might be
further enhanced by the work being
done in this place.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DEUTCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, June is
Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness
Month.

Alzheimer’s is the sixth leading cause
of death in the United States, impact-
ing more than 500,000 people in Florida,
and 5 million Americans nationwide. It
is also the only top 10 cause of death in
America that cannot be prevented or
cured.

Beyond the statistics, finding treat-
ments and cures for Alzheimer’s is a
deeply personal mission to so many
people, including myself.

In Florida, the Byrd Alzheimer’s In-
stitute at USF is one of the largest
freestanding institutes dedicated to
Alzheimer’s research in the Nation.
Their work brings us closer to cures
and treatments every day.

We are also making great strides in
the fight against Alzheimer’s with the
21st Century Cures Act. This historic,
nonpartisan legislation, which was
signed into law late last year, creates a
national data collection system for
neurological diseases. Better data will
pave the path forward to better treat-
ments.

———

PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘There
will never be an end.” That is how
Emily Addison described the love and
the loss she feels for her partner and
the mother of her son, Deonka
Drayton.

Deonka was one of 49 victims killed
at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando 1 year
ago today. She was one of hundreds
who had gone to Pulse that night as a
place of celebration, a place of joy, and
a place of pride.

We mark 1 year since the worst mass
shooting in our history, an act of ter-
ror against the LGBT community, and

[ This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H4823



H4824

we mark this somber event today dur-
ing Pride Month.

This day creates enormous tension
for the LGBT community and its allies.
Our hearts are broken for the victims
and for their families.

We are angry, we are frustrated, yet
we are still filled with pride. We are
proud of the lives they lived, though
they were cut far too short.

Today, I stand with the LGBT com-
munity. And together, we stand
against hatred, we stand against ter-
ror, and we stand for love and for pride,
pride that has no end.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 9, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 9, 2017, at 11:43 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 45.

That the Senate passed S. 826.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 3 o’clock and
43 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———
EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR CON-

STRUCTION OF HYDROELECTRIC
PROJECT NUMBERED 12737

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 446) to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a
hydroelectric project.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 446

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the time
period specified in section 13 of the Federal
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) that would other-
wise apply to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission project numbered 12737, the
Commission may, at the request of the li-
censee for the project, and after reasonable
notice, in accordance with the good faith,
due diligence, and public interest require-
ments of that section and the Commission’s
procedures under that section, extend the
time period during which the licensee is re-
quired to commence the construction of the
project for up to 3 consecutive 2-year periods
from the date of the expiration of the exten-
sion originally issued by the Commission.

(b) REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE.—
If the period required for commencement of
construction of the project described in sub-
section (a) has expired prior to the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Commission
may reinstate the license for the project ef-
fective as of the date of its expiration and
the first extension authorized under sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the date of
such expiration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) and the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 446.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 446 authorizes the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, FERC, upon request, to extend by
6 years the time period during which
construction must commence on the
Gathright Hydroelectric Project 1lo-
cated in Alleghany County, Virginia.
Additionally, FERC may reinstate the
construction license if it is expired.

A similar bill was passed under sus-
pension of the rules in the 114th Con-
gress in a bipartisan way, and I would
hope that we can do it today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
446, a bill to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a
hydroelectric project, introduced by
Mr. GRIFFITH.

On March 13, 2012, FERC licensed the
Gathright Hydroelectric Project to be
located at the Army Corps of Engi-
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neers’ Gathright Dam on the Jackson
River in Alleghany County, Virginia.
The licensee for the Gathright project
was not able to commence construction
by the already-extended deadline in
March 2016.

The bill would, therefore, authorize
FERC to extend for up to three con-
secutive 2-year periods the date by
which the licensee is required to com-
mence construction. Similar legisla-
tion passed the House of Representa-
tives by voice vote twice during the
last Congress.

I hope everybody will support pas-
sage of H.R. 446. I hope we can get this
thing built.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GRIF-
FITH), a member of the Emnergy and
Commerce Committee.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 446, which
would extend the construction com-
mencement deadline for a hydro-
electric project at the Gathright Dam
in Alleghany County.

Extensive coordination between the
hydroelectric project developer and the
Army Corps and the current difficulties
in obtaining a power purchase agree-
ment have necessitated this construc-
tion’s start-date extension.

This legislation has passed the House
previously unanimously and was in-
cluded in last Congress’s House com-
prehensive energy bill. It is my hope
that this legislation will once again re-
ceive overwhelming support in this
Chamber. I appreciate the support of
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I urge a
“yes’ vote, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support the bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UpTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 446.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR CON-
STRUCTION OF HYDROELECTRIC
PROJECT NUMBERED 12740

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 447) to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a
hydroelectric project.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 447

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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