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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BERGMAN).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 12, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JACK
BERGMAN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend Patrick J.
Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You so that with Your spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day with
grace and confidence.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they return from a long week-
end back in their home districts.

With fascinating and rather dramatic
political developments taking place
around the world, may we Americans
remain all the more committed to our
constitutional form of government.
May Your gifts of wisdom and insight
pour forth on this assembly, so that
the wisdom of our Founders might be
further enhanced by the work being
done in this place.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DEUTCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, June is
Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness
Month.

Alzheimer’s is the sixth leading cause
of death in the United States, impact-
ing more than 500,000 people in Florida,
and 5 million Americans nationwide. It
is also the only top 10 cause of death in
America that cannot be prevented or
cured.

Beyond the statistics, finding treat-
ments and cures for Alzheimer’s is a
deeply personal mission to so many
people, including myself.

In Florida, the Byrd Alzheimer’s In-
stitute at USF is one of the largest
freestanding institutes dedicated to
Alzheimer’s research in the Nation.
Their work brings us closer to cures
and treatments every day.

We are also making great strides in
the fight against Alzheimer’s with the
21st Century Cures Act. This historic,
nonpartisan legislation, which was
signed into law late last year, creates a
national data collection system for
neurological diseases. Better data will
pave the path forward to better treat-
ments.

———

PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘There
will never be an end.” That is how
Emily Addison described the love and
the loss she feels for her partner and
the mother of her son, Deonka
Drayton.

Deonka was one of 49 victims killed
at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando 1 year
ago today. She was one of hundreds
who had gone to Pulse that night as a
place of celebration, a place of joy, and
a place of pride.

We mark 1 year since the worst mass
shooting in our history, an act of ter-
ror against the LGBT community, and
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